June 19, 2008

Classification Repair Activity Depot of the
Connecticut National Guard are preparing for
the unit’s second deployment abroad to Iraq.
Although my duties in Washington prevent me
from joining the send-off ceremony today in
Groton, | want the members of the 1109th
AVCRAD, and their families, to know that all
of Connecticut is proud of them and look for-
ward to their safe return.

Connecticut's AVCRAD plays a critical role
in supporting our military. The unit provides
maintenance and logistics for aircraft and
equipment help to 14 across the Northeast
states and supports Connecticut's fleet of
Black Hawk helicopters. Last year, | had the
chance to visit their facility and see their oper-
ations up close. | walked away from that expe-
rience deeply impressed with the profes-
sionalism, skill and dedication they have for
their mission.

Overseas deployment is not new to the
AVCRAD. Yet, as we know all too well, any
military deployment is hard not only on our
men and women in uniform, but also on their
families and loved ones waiting at home for
them to return. In my visit last year, | was
briefed by the unit's leadership about the
scope and impact that this deployment will
have not only on the unit as a whole, but also
on the families of those preparing to deploy.
As | did then, today | continue to offer my un-
conditional support and assistance to them
and their families throughout the length of this
deployment.

| am proud to represent the 1109th
AVCRAD in Congress. | join Connecticut’s Ad-
jutant General, Major General Thaddeus Mar-
tin, the unit's commanding officer, Colonel
Tom Boland, and the people of southeastern
Connecticut in wishing the 1109th AVCARD
good luck and eagerly awaiting their safe re-
turn.

GEORGE HADDAD FOR HIS OUT-
STANDING COMMITMENT TO
EDUCATION

HON. CHRISTOPHER S. MURPHY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 19, 2008

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Madam
speaker, | rise today in honor of the commit-
ment to public service that a constituent of
mine from Waterbury, Connecticut has made
throughout his career as a teacher in the Wa-
terbury school system. George Haddad spent
his entire 56-year career serving the students
of the Waterbury community, working nights
as an adult education instructor.

Education is a stepping stone to prosperity
and is absolutely essential in today’s rapidly-
changing economy. Ours is a Nation that sim-
ply cannot thrive and flourish without a well-
educated citizenry. Unfortunately, there are
still many barriers to a good education that
confront scores of Americans.

Mr. Haddad had some of the toughest
cases a teacher can have. There have been
gang members and young people who have
been expelled from other schools that are
among those he has counted as students. Yet
for 56 years George Haddad refused to give
up on these students, never backing down
from a challenge. He is renowned and beloved
among his colleagues and former pupils as an
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educator who truly has the best interests of
his students at heart. Having served his coun-
try bravely in World War Il, Mr. Haddad car-
ried those same virtues of duty and responsi-
bility throughout his entire life.

We owe a great debt of gratitude to George
Haddad and others like him who have spent
their lives ensuring that those who may have
otherwise slipped through the cracks get the
education that they deserve. | congratulate Mr.
Haddad on his proud record of service to his
community and to our country. He is an excel-
lent role model to all, and his example is one
to which we should all aspire.

————————

YOUTH CO-OP’S CELEBRATION OF
WORLD REFUGEE DAY

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 19, 2008

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, it is
a pleasure to extend my sincere greetings to
all the attendees of th Youth Co-Op “World
Refugee Day, Celebrating Human Rights”. As
you gather today to celebrate the contributions
of refugees throughout the would, | would like
to thank the executive director, Maria
Rodriguez, and all of Youth Co-Op for their
commitment to the betterment of the entire
south Florida community and the many refu-
gees who have made new homes here. Since
its inception, the Youth Co-Op has been a pio-
neer institution in assisting refugees in trans-
lating their strengths, skills and past experi-
ences into assets in their new communities. |
would also like to personally applaud the men
and women of the Youth Co-Op for working
closely with community members to providing
a warm and secure welcome to all refugees.

Unfortunately, in a prison cell not much larg-
er than a portable toilet, without a window to
watch the days pass him by, or even another
human being to soothe the pangs of loneli-
ness, the prisoner lies helpless as we cele-
brate. He has lived his entire life in a world,
just outside, where liberty has been suffocated
and injustice reigns. Dr. Oscar Biscet is one of
many prisoners of conscience incarcerated in
Cuba and around the world for not cooper-
ating with the government’s unjust practices.
Like Mohandas Gandhi, Martin Luther King,
Jr., and Jose Marti before him, Dr. Oscar Elias
Biscet, has become universal symbol of dig-
nified activism, liberty, peace, and resilience.
The policies of the totalitarian regime which he
dissented from are blatant violations of the
human rights which we so cherish. Biscet has
demonstrated the courage and resolve that
has earned him international recognition as a
champion of human dignity, even while denied
a voice in his own homeland.

On this day, June 20, World Refugee Day,
we must keep in mind what it means to be a
refugee, an asylum seeker, and a political
prisoner. Uprooted from their homes and liveli-
hoods, escaping in the night with only that
which you can carry, or beaten and humiliated
into submission, refugees sacrifice everything
in hope of a better future. By definition, a ref-
ugee is an individual who flees their country
because their lives are jeopardized by an in-
ability to feel free and secure in their home-
land. A 2007 Presidential Medal of Freedom
recipient, Dr. Biscet represents the very prin-
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ciples for which any individual would become
a refugee. His plea for justice and freedom for
his people are resoundingly similar to those
reverberated throughout history and across
the world by anyone who has experienced op-
pression, especially those who are forced to
resort to fleeing their country.

Biscet's physical incarceration exemplifies
the figurative imprisonment of all Cubans and
the worldwide struggle of every refugee. His
commitment to his cause is demonstrated by
his refusal to denounce his pleas for justice in
return for release from prison. Even given the
opportunity for freedom in exile, Biscet has
chosen not to abandon his people saying “I
will continue to resist until realizing freedom
for [all] my people.” On this day, we unite to
recognize and honor the continual struggle for
basic human rights by people like Biscet. It is
difficult to imagine that in many places around
the world, including just 90 miles across our
Florida straits, simply reading these words and
advocating this cause could would easily re-
sult in being confined to a windowless, 3-by-
6 foot cell.

Unfortunately, even as prisoners of con-
science remain incarcerated and opposition
movements like Las Damas de Blanco stage
peaceful demonstrations challenging the gov-
ernments crackdown on 75 dissidents in 2003,
our country grows increasingly complacent.
We cannot forget the systematic abuses being
committed by oppressive regimes in places
like China, Burma, Zimbabwe, and Cuba. A
movement of low expectations only assumes
that other fragments of freedom and democ-
racy will follow. We must remember that small
concessions to liberty are not a full and just
realization of freedom. As a long time member
of the Congressional Human Rights Caucus, |
believe that this is simply not enough. We
must demand basic, internationally recognized
human rights for all.

Today, as the world stand behinds us in sol-
idarity, we must not forget that millions of peo-
ple are still fighting for the rights which we
take for granted in this country. It is unjust that
the human conditions be constantly subjected
to a tug of war between the tribulations
brought about by oppression and the sanctity
of human rights. It is paradoxical for human
rights to exist on signed declarations alone but
for those same signatories to forgo these
same principles of life liberty, and security
which are innate within every person. Jose
Marti once wrote that “We are free, but not to
be indifferent to human suffering. Man is not
free to watch impassively the enslavement
and dishonor of men, nor their struggle for lib-
erty and honor.” We do not need to be endur-
ing abuses and imprisonment in order to advo-
cate for human rights. In fact, today on World
Refugee Day, our liberty can serve as our
best weapon against oppression

———

IN HONOR OF SENIOR AIRMAN
JASON DORIAN NATHAN

HON. JIM MARSHALL

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 19, 2008

Mr. MARSHALL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor of Senior Airman Jason Dorian
Nathan on the first anniversary of his death
due to hostile fire while stationed in Iraq.
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