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Today, this legislation designates over
132,000 acres of Wilderness, almost 80 miles
of Wild and Scenic Rivers, and 34,000 acres
of National Recreation Areas in the Mt. Hood
National Forest. It would create a long term
transportation plan to address the challenges
of getting to and from the mountain, establish
a special watershed protection area for the
Crystal Springs Watershed, focus on a forest-
wide vegetation management strategy which
includes biomass utilization, establish a work-
ing group to advise the Forest Service on
recreation enhancements, respect Native
Americans’ treaty reserved gathering rights
and honor the United States’ cultural foods ob-
ligations to those Tribes. Lastly, the bill directs
the Forest Service to participate in three land
conveyances. These exchanges will provide
additional protection for the North side of Mt.
Hood, the Pacific Crest Trail, and a parcel of
land that is critical to the community in
Clackamas County.

In keeping with the spirit of our well-estab-
lished and participatory process, | look forward
to working with our stakeholders as the legis-
lative process moves forward. | hope that this
bill is not the last word when it comes to pro-
tecting Oregon’s most beautiful, scenic and at-
risk places. | hope that the Natural Resources
Committee will quickly schedule a hearing on
it so that we can pass and implement it and
begin working towards protection for other
“Oregon Treasures” in the years to come.

———

HONORING GLENDA GRAY ON HER
RETIREMENT

HON. BART STUPAK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 18, 2008

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to an employee of the U.S.
House of Representatives who has touched
the lives of countless people across northern
Michigan over the past quarter century. Glen-
da Gray will retire on June 30 after more than
25 years of dedicated public service to the
residents of the 1st Congressional District of
Michigan.

Glenda, known as “Glink” to her friends,
has worked in my Marquette, Michigan, district
office since | was sworn into office in 1993.
The decision to hire her was an easy one.
Having worked for my predecessor, former
Congressman Bob Davis, for 10 years, Glenda
brought to the job experience and know-how
that couldn’t be matched.

A lot has changed in the more than 25
years Glenda has served the people of Michi-
gan’s 1st Congressional District. As a matter
of fact, even the borders and designation of
this district have changed. She has seen the
transition from business conducted largely on
paper and by typewriter, to a system where
computers, copy machines, Blackberrys and
video conferencing dominate.

Throughout her tenure, Glenda has handled
casework on postal and passport issues
throughout the expansive 1st District. She has
been responsible for casework on Medicare,
Social Security, disability and other senior's
issues for six of the 31 counties in the district.
She has evolved into an expert on Social Se-
curity and is proud of the individuals and fami-
lies she has been able to help through difficult
situations over the years.
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This list does not do justice to the thou-
sands of phone calls and walk-in visitors Glen-
da has spoken with about their problems or
their views on a particular issue. | have known
her to give each individual’s concern the time
it deserves and treat every person with cour-
tesy and respect.

Since 1997, my district director has been
stationed out of my Marquette office, making it
the de facto headquarters for my district oper-
ations. This has placed increased responsi-
bility on Glenda, who—in addition to con-
tinuing to handle casework and assist constitu-
ents in Marquette and the surrounding coun-
ties—is tasked with the duty of covering the
busy office alone when my district director,
Tom Baldini, is away.

Evident from her seamless transition from
working for a Republican Congressman to a
Democrat, Glenda never viewed casework as
a political or partisan issue. For her, it has al-
ways been about helping the individual. Over
time, Glenda has seen other staff members
come and go. Throughout, she has been a
valuable asset in helping new staff with her
sound and kind advice on assisting constitu-
ents—even the challenging ones—while main-
taining a sense of humor.

Shortly after | took office, we lost one our
young staff people, Brian Schlientz, to brain
cancer. This was a difficult loss for all of our
staff, but especially for Glenda, who had
trained Brian and mentored him during my first
year in office. Glenda provided untold support
to Brian both in the office and throughout his
courageous battle.

Glenda can relate to the unique challenges
acing my constituents in northern Michigan—
and particularly the Upper Peninsula—be-
cause it is has long been home for her. She
was born and raised in Sault Ste. Marie,
Michigan in 1943, one of 11 children raised
there by her father, Harry, and stepmother,
Eva Gilroy. She attended and graduated from
Sault Area Schools before marrying her hus-
band of 45 years, Joe Gray, who is also a
Sault Ste. Marie native.

Joe and Glenda moved south to Dearborn,
Michigan, where they lived for 8 years and
began to raise two children, Joe Jr. and Kelly.
They returned to Marquette in the Upper Pe-
ninsula in 1970 and have resided on Lake-
wood Lane in Chocolay Township for the past
38 years. Before going to work for Congress-
man Davis, Glenda worked for 7 years at Sil-
ver Creek Elementary School in the Marquette
Public School District.

After more than 25 years of devoted serv-
ice, Glenda plans to enjoy her retirement with
her husband, children, grandchildren, ex-
tended family and friends. And while | know
she is looking forward to spending more time
with her family and friends, she will be greatly
missed by those who work with her day in and
day out and by the countless Michiganders
who have come to turn to Glenda when they
need assistance.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you and my col-
leagues here in the United States House of
Representatives join me in thanking Glenda
Gray for her outstanding quarter century of
service and in wishing her well as she em-
barks on a well-deserved retirement.

June 18, 2008

EXPRESSING THE SUPPORT OF
THE PAYCHECK FAIRNESS ACT

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 18, 2008

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to express my support of the Paycheck Fair-
ness Act introduced by Congresswoman ROSA
DELARO on March 6, 2007.

The first step towards the achievement of
equal pay for women was made with the pas-
sage and signing of the Equal Pay Act by
President John F. Kennedy on June 10, 1963.
President Kennedy understood the importance
of addressing the “unconscionable practice of
paying female employees less wages than
male employees for the same job.” As a result
of the enacting the Equal Pay Act, the wage
gap between women and men has shrunken
significantly. At the time the Equal Pay Act
was signed, women’s average wage was
roughly a half of what men earned. At the
present time, women earn around % of the
wage paid to men. Undoubtedly, the gap is
narrowing consistently, but the rate of such
improvement is quite slow. The inequality of
payments between women and men not only
affects American families, but also American
society and the American economy. Despite
the fact that the enforcement of the Equal Pay
Act and many other civil rights laws contrib-
uted to narrow the wage gap, many important
disparities remain and need to be addressed.
The enactment of the Paycheck Fairness Act
creates the opportunity for the Federal govern-
ment to be more active in preventing and
fighting wage discrimination.

| hope that many Americans understand
how crucial it is to have equal workplaces with
equal opportunities for workers and equal pay
for comparable jobs, regardless of gender.
The American government should take firm
actions in delivering concrete steps proposed
by the Paycheck Fairness Act in narrowing the
unequal wage gap.

————

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS
SPACE ADMINISTRATION
THORIZATION ACT OF 2008

AND
AU-

SPEECH OF

HON. AL GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 12, 2008

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill H.R. 6063, to authorize
the programs of the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration, and for othe pur-
poses:

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Chairman,
| am proud to support H.R. 6063, the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)
Authorization Act of 2008. As NASA cele-
brates its 50th anniversary this year, | would
like to express my strong support for a pro-
gram that has contributed so much to our Na-
tion’s educational, scientific, and economic in-
terests.

H.R. 6063 authorizes $20.21 billion in fund-
ing for NASA in FY 2009, including $1 billion
in augmented funding to reduce the five year
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