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mortgage restructured with the FHA
assistance who will benefit, actually,
it’s the neighborhood. Foreclosures
really don’t hit individuals alone, they
hit neighborhoods. Because if you end
up with a foreclosed home and an aban-
doned house, it’s an attractive nui-
sance for people in the neighborhood
who have bad intent. We know the
price of copper. These houses are being
stripped of their copper wiring. And of-
tentimes the copper strippers are not
very careful about how they get it out.
They’ve been known to nick and cut
and damage gas lines and cause fires
and explosions, not to mention other
damage.

And so when you have a concentra-
tion of foreclosed and abandoned build-
ings in a neighborhood, it really does
put downward pressure on the homes of
everybody in the neighborhood, even
the people who have been fortunate
enough to pay every single mortgage
payment on time every time. And so it
really is something to help everybody,
not just the individuals who are being
directly assisted.

And of course, as you also Kknow,
when a house is abandoned, the city
cannot receive property taxes on that
house anymore. And so really what it’s
doing is coming up with a practical so-
lution which will allow the bank to
keep getting some of that money back,
maybe not the originally intended
amount, but a portion; of course half a
loaf is better than none often. And so
it’s a practical solution to a serious
problem. And it’s just one more exam-
ple of how Democrats and how fresh-
man Democrats like you and I are part
of solutions to try to improve our Na-
tion.

And we’re trying to bring benefits
not only to our citizens, but also, as
you mentioned before, our veterans,
trying to make sure that our vets and
all kinds of people who are going
through this foreclosure crisis are able
to keep their homes, neighborhoods are
able to be stable, cities are able to re-
ceive property tax, city police depart-
ments aren’t having to run out to prop-
erties and spend resources kicking peo-
ple out of abandoned houses, or fire de-
partments putting out fires. It really is
a responsible way to sort of operate
and try to improve the situation here.

Well, Mr. PERLMUTTER, it looks like
we’ve got about 5 minutes left. Any
parting shots?

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Well, I'd like to
go back to the gas prices.

You know, I think that the gas prices
show the lack of an energy plan by the
prior Republican Congress, by this
White House, except to the degree that
it has caused an increase in oil prices.

You know, we’re in Iraq in a substan-
tial way; and a lot of it, in my opinion,
has to do with oil. Now, the average
price per gallon of fuel paid by U.S.
military units in Iraq is at least $3.23.
The price per gallon of gasoline for
Iraqi residents is $1.36. Why the dif-
ference there? Oil revenues for the
Iraqi Government is expected to be $70
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billion, which should be paid back to
this country when we are running a
deficit. We’re spending $2.5 to $3 billion
a week to be in Iraq. And that obvi-
ously has had an effect on our economy
over the course of these 5 years that
we’ve been in Iraq.

We’ve got to change the direction of
this Nation, Mr. ELLISON. We’'re trying
to do that every day. We need to
change the direction when it comes to
energy. We’ve got to change the direc-
tion when it comes to Iraq. We’ve been
changing the direction when it comes
to our veterans and living up to our
contracts and responsibilities in terms
of their benefits.

We’re making a difference. We have a
long way to go to really change the di-
rection of this Nation. This country is
in need of big change in a lot of ways.
And I'm glad that I’ve been elected to
the Congress by the people of the sub-
urbs of Denver to try and institute
some of that change.

And so with that, I would yield back
to you, sir.

Mr. ELLISON. Well, Mr.
PERLMUTTER, I want to be a witness to
what you just said. You have made a
great difference. You, together with
our freshman class—which I'm also a
member of—have been here trying to
improve the lives of Americans. And
what we’ve been offering, yes, vision on
energy policy, yes, vision on dealing
with unemployment insurance and the
jobs and the economy, yes, vision on
veterans. But what we’re really offer-
ing is a bigger vision of America, not
just a litany of bills, but a bigger vi-
sion of our country, a bigger vision, an
America that is fairer, that’s more
prosperous, that’s more innovative,
that takes care of its own. This is the
America that we all know we can have
because people like your dad and mine
fought for an American that could be
that way. And we believe that it is our
generation’s responsibility to make a
better America for our children and
our parents and everyone.

So it’s been great hanging out with
you, Mr. PERLMUTTER. Have a great
night.

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Good night.

———————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. FLAKE (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today and the balance of
the week on account of attending a fu-
neral.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. KAPTUR) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. LANGEVIN, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.
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Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California, for
5 minutes, today.

Mr. YARMUTH, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. BURTON of Indiana) to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:)

Mr. HUNTER, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, June 18.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5
minutes, June 18.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. WESTMORELAND, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. CONAWAY, for 5 minutes, today.

——

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 57 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Thursday, June 12, 2008, at 10
a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

7085. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule—Temporary Importation of Horses;
Noncompetitive Entertainment Horses From
Countries Affected With Contagious Equine
Metritis [Docket No. APHIS-2006-0164] (RIN:
0579-AC35) received June 5, 2008, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Agriculture.

7086. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule—Mexican Fruit Fly; Designation of Por-
tion of Willacy County, TX, as a Quarantined
Area [Docket No. APHIS-2008-0057] received
June 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
to the Committee on Agriculture.

7087. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule—Amendments to Treatments for Plant
Pests [Docket No. APHIS-2006-0091] received

May 29, 2008, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

7088. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the
Department’s final rule—Livestock Manda-
tory Reporting; Reestablishment and Revi-
sion of the Reporting Regulation for Swine,
Cattle, Lamb, and Boxed Beef [Docket No.
AMS-LS-07-0106] (RIN: 0581-AC67) received

May 28, 2008, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

7089. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule—Exotic Newcastle Disease; Quarantine
Restrictions [Docket No. APHIS-2006-0036]
(RIN: 0579-AC42) received May 29, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Agriculture.

7090. A letter from the Administrator, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s report entitled, ‘“‘Study on
Increasing the Usage of Recovered Mineral
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