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those of his wife who established the “Citizen
of the Year” program and authors the “Up on
the Hill” column which appears in the local
paper.

After countless hours of working behind the
scenes, the Rogers are being recognized for
their outstanding commitment to the area. The
First District of Florida is incredibly fortunate to
have received the services provided by the
Rogers and they will be remembered for their
philanthropic efforts.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United
States Congress, | am proud to recognize
Doug and Estelle Rogers for their exemplary
service to the community of Laurel Hill.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 4, 2008

Mr. ROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, | would
like to state for the record my position on the
following votes | missed on June 3, 2008. On
Tuesday, June 3, 2008, | was unable to be
present in the Capitol and missed rollcall votes
Nos. 367 through 369. Had | been present, |
would have voted in the following manner:

On rolicall vote No. 367, on H. Con. Res.
138, a resolution supporting National Men’s
Health Week, | would have voted “aye.”

On rollcall vote No. 368, on H. Res. 923, a
resolution recognizing the state of Minnesota’s
150rh anniversary, | would have voted “aye.”

On rollcall vote No. 369, on H. Res. 1114,
a resolution supporting the goals and ideals of
the Arbor Day Foundation and National Arbor
Day, | would have voted “aye.”

——

DEDICATION OF THE SARASOTA
VA NATIONAL CEMETERY

HON. VERN BUCHANAN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 4, 2008

Mr. BUCHANAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to thank the Sarasota National Veterans
Cemetery Advisory Committee, which played a
valuable role in the recent groundbreaking and
dedication ceremony for the Sarasota VA Na-
tional Cemetery.

| also recognize cemetery director Sandra
Beckly and VA Under Secretary William F.
Tuerk for their involvement in the planning and
celebration of this tremendous event. Further-
more, | want to express my deep appreciation
to the estimated 3,000 people who gathered to
celebrate this important milestone.

The Sarasota VA National Cemetery is an
honor to the sacrifices of the many soldiers
who have made the ultimate sacrifice and died
on behalf of a grateful nation and to the ac-
complishments of all veterans whose service
has allowed us to enjoy our American way of
life.

The people of Florida’s 13th District have
been closely monitoring the progress we have
made to establish a new national cemetery in
Sarasota County. The timely completion of this
project is a primary concern for area veterans
and is one of my highest priorities.

We have 97,000 veterans in my congres-
sional district and nearly 400,000 veterans
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within the 75-mile radius that will be served by
the new cemetery. Currently, the closest avail-
able VA cemetery is Florida National Ceme-
tery in Bushnell, Florida, which is about 110
miles from the City of Sarasota.

| look forward to the day when area vet-
erans and qualified family members can be
memorialized with the honor and respect they
deserve close to home at the Sarasota VA
Cemetery in Sarasota.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. WALLY HERGER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 4, 2008

Mr. HERGER. Madam Speaker, on May 21,
2008, | inadvertently missed rollcall vote No.
347, which was on consideration of the Vet-
erans Emergency Care Fairness Act of 2008.
Had | been present, | would have voted “yea.”

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CLEVE-
LAND METROPOLITAN BAR AS-
SOCIATION

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 4, 2008

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor of the Cleveland Metropolitan
Bar Association, and in recognition of the indi-
vidual and collective dedication and service of
the Cuyahoga County Bar Association (CCBA)
and the Cleveland Bar Association (CBA).

The CBA and the CCBA joined this year to
create the Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Asso-
ciation, which has a collective membership of
over six thousand attorneys. The Cleveland
Bar Association, founded in 1873, was one of
the oldest bar associations in the country and
was the largest provider of legal seminars in
Ohio. The CCBA was founded in 1928 in pro-
test of the exclusionary practices in Cleve-
land’s legal profession at that time. The break-
away CCBA drew its members from smaller
firms and solo practices and reflected a di-
verse ethnic mix which included Jewish attor-
neys and others from the influx of attorneys
from the Irish, ltalian, Eastern European, and
African-American  southern  migrations to
Cleveland.

The unification of the CBA and CCBA in
2008 was a historic event which reflects the
breaking down of ethnic, religious, racial, and
socio-economic barriers which were so preva-
lent in Cleveland 80 years ago. The merger
was made possible under the leadership of
each bar association after 80 years of oper-
ating separately. Together the leadership of
the former CBA and CCBA will ensure that the
new Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Association
will be one of the largest and most successful
bar associations in the country, providing the
Greater Cleveland area with an even greater
variety of services and community work.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in honor and appreciation of the Cleveland
Metropolitan Bar Association, and in recogni-
tion of the collective and individual efforts of
the former CBA and CCBA, for their dedica-
tion and service to the Greater Cleveland
community.

June 4, 2008

HAITI, BACK TO THE CRISIS
STAGE

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 4, 2008

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, the time
has come to call attention to the food crisis
which threatens to have a worldwide impact; |
want to enter into the RECORD an editorial
from the New York CaribNews for the week
ending April 22, 2008, “Haiti, Back to the Cri-
sis Stage, Food Crisis and Riots Underscore
Dire Economic and Social Conditions that Re-
quire Urgent Attention.”

Rising food prices are fueling the global
hunger crisis. Haiti is the poorest country in
the Western Hemisphere and oldest black
sovereign state. It is sad to think of Haitians
demonstrating and taking to the streets in
order to call the world’s attention to the fact
ordinary people cannot afford to buy food. The
World Bank estimates that food prices have
gone up by 83 percent globally over the last
3 years. The country is struggling to stabilize
itself and now rising food prices threaten the
progress that has been made.

Haiti’s need for assistance is a result of job-
lessness, high infant mortality, and depend-
ence on imported food, inadequate health care
services and poor educational opportunities. It
is time for the international donor community
to live up to the promises made to Haiti. The
World Bank has outlined a strategy for the
Government of Haiti, which includes helping
the country to deliver rapid results, through
jobs and basic services to foster development
over the long term.

This article points out the critical need for
not only long term solutions but short and in-
terim term solutions to rush assistance to
those in greatest need. The right type of as-
sistance is paramount in maintaining stability
in Haiti, allowing the country to continue to
make progress towards self sufficiency, which
will help bring an end to the suffering.

Haiti serves a wake up call to the potential
looming global food crisis. It is taking an im-
mense toll on the world’s poorest people, who
typically spend up to 80 percent of their in-
come on food. After many years of working to
end hunger and poverty, the United States
and other developed nations must put forth
bolder efforts to ensure progress is not lost in
resolving global hunger.

HAITI, BACK TO THE CRISIS STAGE: FoOD CRI-
SIS AND RIOTS UNDERSCORE DIRE ECONOMIC
AND SOCIAL CONDITION THAT REQUIRES UR-
GENT ATTENTION
Just when people in different parts of the

world, especially the Caribbean and the Hai-

tian Diaspora, dared to dream that Haiti was
on the mend and making progress, food riots

broke out in the capital of Port au Prince a

few day ago and they cost the Prime Min-

ister, Jacques Edouard Alexis, his job.

And if some members of the Senate get
their way, the next on the list would be
President Rene Preval, the duly elected chief
of state, who has brought a measure of sta-
bility to the French-speaking Caribbean na-
tions, the oldest Black sovereign state in the
Western Hemisphere.

Any attack on the President would be a
tragedy.

Few people, if any at all, could get angry
with the demonstrators for taking to the
streets to let the world know that they are
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