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politics from the University of Georgia. She re-
ceived both her Master of Science and Bach-
elor of Science in Nursing from Ohio State
University, graduating cum laude. She holds a
nursing diploma from Mt. Carmel Hospital
School of Nursing. One of only 1500 out of
nearly three million nurses, Dr. Milstead is a
Fellow of the American Academy of Nursing.
She is board certified as a Nurse Executive
Advanced. Dr. Milstead is also a founding
member of the Nightingale Policy Institute, a
virtual gathering of U.S. policy nurses. She
serves as Chair of the Board of Commis-
sioners of the Commission on Nurse Certifi-
cation. She is a member of the Health Policy
Council of the Ohio Nursing Association and
the American Academy of Nursing’s Expert
Panel on Global Health. Appointed to the To-
ledo Lucas County Port Authority, Dr. Milstead
has traveled to China, Cuba, and Jordan and
evaluated programs in these countries.

Jeri Milstead has received many awards
and accolades throughout her career. She
was awarded the American Nursing Associa-
tion’s first Search for Excellence Award. She
has been honored by Ohio’s General Assem-
bly for her leadership and service. She was
awarded a Duquesne University Creative
Teaching Award for her pioneering design and
implementation of the first online course
taught in the first online nursing PhD program
offered in the world. Her own institution recog-
nized her efforts by awarding her its Career
Achievement Award.

Internationally respected as an expert in
public policy and the politics of health care,
Dr. Milstead is well-published in this arena and
nursing. In addition to several books and jour-
nal publications, she was Editor-in-Chief of
The International Nurse for eleven years until
its recent cessation.

Jeri Milstead has been a guiding light in
nursing and health care worldwide. Her caring
work has been inspirational, and her counsel
invaluable. tier retirement leaves shoes nearly
impossible to fill, yet her imprimatur is every-
where: in her profession, the university, our
nation and world. She will most certainly be
missed. As she begins this new journey in her
life we wish for Jeri time spent doing what she
most enjoys with those for whom she most
cares. Godspeed.

———
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Mr. SHULER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to express my gratitude to all of the employ-
ees of WestCare Health System.

When an unexpected event occurred at a
neighboring hospital in Western North Caro-
lina, the physicians and staff of WestCare
Health System, which includes Harris Regional
Hospital, recognized the urgency of the situa-
tion and took action to address a regional
health care crisis. They made the necessary
adjustments to serve both those in need of
health care, and the professionals responsible
for providing vital services, such as surgery
and emergency care.
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The services and credentialing staff of
WestCare worked long hours to assist dis-
placed physicians in obtaining the proper
clearance needed to treat patients and per-
form surgeries at Harris Regional Hospital.
Despite the increased patient volume, every
member of the staff stepped in to do their part
to help, ensuring that Harris Regional Hospital
remained a clean, safe place to receive med-
ical treatment.

The flexibility that this staff showed through
this time is truly something to be appreciated
and admired. The increased workloads were a
challenge to both the professional and per-
sonal lives of the WestCare staff. Projects
were put on hold, sleep was lost, and family
time dwindled. For this, on behalf of the pa-
tients that were able to obtain care at this fa-
cility, who may have otherwise had to do with-
out, | would like to say thank you for the sac-
rifices that you made in order to make sure
they had the care that they needed.

| would like to commend and thank all of the
staff of WestCare for ensuring that every pa-
tient that walked through their doors would re-
ceive the high quality health care that they de-
served from staff and were treated in a friend-
ly and efficient manner.

The region has noticed WestCare Health
System’s efforts. Community leaders have rec-
ognized the staff's response and dedication.
Patients have expressed their appreciation
through letters to WestCare’s CEO Mark
Leonard. This brand of endurance and care
for our neighbors when they are in need is not
only a characteristic of the WestCare staff, but
rather of the people of Western North Caro-
lina.

| am proud to represent an area where |
know that we can count on those around us
to help us in times of trouble. To the staff at
WestCare, | cannot thank you enough for your
hard work and dedication to serving those
around you in a time of need.

—————
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise to honor the all too short lives
of Keith and Jaynie Paulson, Vince Whiteley,
and Jennifer Drake, residents of my district,
who died tragically in a small plane crash on
May 23, 2008.

The epitome of the all-American family,
Keith and Jaynie Paulson moved to the village
of Albion on the Mendocino coast in northern
California in 1976 and immediately became an
integral and respected part of the community.
A former high school science teacher from the
Bay Area, Keith originally planned to develop
hydroponic greenhouses.

Once he purchased a tractor, he was hired
to do jobs for neighbors and then through
word of mouth he found a niche digging
trenches and installing underground utilities. In
1977, Paulson Excavating was born with Keith
at the helm and Jaynie the chief financial offi-
cer. By 1981, the company had grown to the
point of bidding on jobs in and outside of
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Mendocino County installing telecommuni-
cations components and doing projects for
public agencies including cities, counties, spe-
cial districts and the State. Their workforce
grew from a core of 15 to as many as 75 em-
ployees.

Known and respected by their peers for ex-
emplary business practices, the Paulsons
were also beloved by colleagues and neigh-
bors on the Mendocino coast, where their
roots were deep. They raised two children,
Amy and Brian, and were involved in their
school, sports and other extra curricular activi-
ties. Bryan continues the work of Paulson Ex-
cavating. Amy is mother to the 3 Paulson
grandchildren: Lincoln, Jackson, and Anna.

Jaynie served on the Mendocino Unified
School District Board from 1991 until 2004.
Keith also served for a short time on the
school board and was the coach of the
Mendocino High School golf team. He was a
member of the Albion-Little River Volunteer
Fire Department for 7 years and held various
officer positions. A meticulous and expert pilot
for 25 years, Keith was appointed as pilot rep-
resentative to the Little River Airport Advisory
Committee in 2007 by the County of
Mendocino.

The tragedy, which took their lives, also
claimed Amy’s husband, Vince Whiteley, a
graphic artist from Windsor and Bryan’s long-
time girlfriend, Jennifer Drake from Albion. The
Mendocino coast community is left with a hole
in the hearts of so many. Accolades and trib-
utes to this sterling couple and their children’s
mates help the grieving as we try to make
sense of their loss.

Madam Chair and colleagues, please join
me in conveying our deepest sympathy to the
children, loved ones, and the community, dur-
ing this sorrowful time as we recognize and
honor the lives and contributions of Keith and
Jaynie Paulson and Vince Whiteley and Jen-
nifer Drake.

——————

HONORING RICHARD R. NIEMANN
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize Richard R.
Niemann on the occasion of his retirement
from the Napa Valley Unified School District
after 39 years of teaching. Richard will be truly
missed by his friends, colleagues and most of
all, his students.

Mr. Niemann received his B.A. in History
and Business Administration from Fresno
State University and went on to graduate stud-
ies in International Relations at the University
of the Americas in Mexico City in 1969. His
love for learning led him to get his teaching
credential from Fresno State University in
Standard Secondary-History, Economics, Polit-
ical Science, and Business. In 1976, Mr.
Niemann received a Life Administrative Cre-
dential in Education and his M.A. in History
from Sonoma State University in 1981.

Mr. Niemann has devoted his life to the
education of others and has greatly influenced
many of the students and faculty members he
has worked with. He is not only a phenomenal
educator, but a sterling role model for the
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