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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

(Mr. BOEHNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, we just
finished a vote several minutes ago on
the override of the farm bill, except
that the override vote occurred on a
bill that had never been considered by
the House or the Senate, since the bill
that we voted to override apparently is
missing one title of the bill—or the
conference report—that passed the
House and the Senate. I am concerned
about the procedures, the process, and
the constitutionality of what we’ve
just done.

I would like to ask the majority lead-
er if he can help myself and the other
Members understand just what are we
dealing with here.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, will my
friend yield?

Mr. BOEHNER. I would be happy to
yield.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, clearly,
what we are dealing with is an unfortu-
nate situation. The unfortunate situa-
tion is that apparently—and again I
just learned about this about an hour
and a half ago when Mr. PETERSON, the
chairman of the committee, told me he
and Mr. GOODLATTE were discussing
this problem and how to proceed. Ap-
parently what happened is title III,
which I understand is not very con-
troversial, but in any event, title III
came up on the screen for the printing
on the parchment that is sent to the
President, but, unfortunately, for
whatever reasons, it was not printed
out and it was not caught in the proof-
ing of that. Apparently, as well, the
White House did not catch the fact
that the bill was not inclusive of title
III.

Frankly, I have not looked at the bill
to see whether there’s a title I, II, and
then goes to IV, which would have been
self-evident that there was a missing
title.

In any event, without having re-
searched it or talked to anybody about
precedents, what has happened is that
the House and the Senate passed in ex-
actly the same form that which was ve-
toed by the President. Now, we passed
more than that, but that which we
have just voted on was passed in both
Houses in exactly the form we just
voted on.

The vote, therefore, superficially, off
the top of my head, without having re-
searched this, is that what we have
done is we have passed that which we
originally passed through the House
and the Senate and sent to the Presi-
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dent, notwithstanding the President’s
veto, and something that we did also
pass, which was incorporated in that
bill, was neither vetoed nor signed by
the President because, unfortunately,
as a result of a clerical error, it was
not included in the bill.

I, in discussions with Mr. PETERSON,
understand that he and Mr. GOODLATTE
were in discussion on this issue when
they first learned of it, and I don’t
know how long they knew about it be-
fore I found out about it; that, as I
thought, their agreement would be
that we would pass, subsequent to pass-
ing the initial bill, the title III either
by unanimous consent or under the
suspension calendar.

I don’t know the conversations that
occurred between Mr. PETERSON and
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. PETERSON is on
the floor, I know. I don’t know exactly
where he is. But it was his under-
standing that that would be an accept-
able way to proceed. That was where 1
thought it to be.

Mr. BOEHNER. Reclaiming my time,
we may have transported to the Presi-
dent a portion of the bill that passed
the House and Senate, but we did not
send to the President, apparently, the
farm bill conference report as passed
by the House and the Senate.

I think what’s of grave concern to me
is, yes, I understand that mistakes do
happen in this process, but before the
consideration of the override debate
and vote, we were aware of the prob-
lem. And I just think that in deference
to all Members, we could have waited
before consideration of the override so
that all the Members would understand
just what we’re dealing with and the
problems that are contained therein. I
just think that in the rush to move
this override vote, we don’t know what
precedents of the House we may have
stepped on and what constitutional
problems that we may have. I would re-
mind my colleague that there was a
very small mistake made in the Deficit
Reduction Act several years ago that’s
been the subject of a lawsuit and privi-
leged resolutions and moral outrage
from some of my friends on the other
side of the aisle, which, frankly, the
Deficit Reduction Act error pales in
comparison to what we have here.

So I would ask my colleague, I think
we need to get to the bottom of what
happened.
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I don’t know that the override that
we just cast—we voted to override a
bill that had never been considered by
the House or the Senate, and I don’t
know how that is constitutional.

I would be happy to yield to my
friend.

Mr. HOYER. Well, as I said, every-
thing that we voted on was passed by
the House and the Senate in exactly
the same form. Obviously, I agree with
your premise that the bill as passed
out of Congress was not the exact same
bill because of the deletion of title III,
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