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your sacrifice. Today, we honor you 
all. 

f 

OFFSHORE DRILLING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
As gasoline prices soar to almost $4 a 

gallon, the American driving public 
wants Congress to do something about 
it, and it is our responsibility. 

Where I live, I represent a good part 
of rural southeast Texas, and many of 
these individuals are rice farmers, and 
they work the land, and they can’t af-
ford the diesel for their pickup trucks 
and for their trucks to go and work at 
the refineries in southeast Texas. All 
people throughout the country have 
this same common issue: Why are gaso-
line prices so high? Why isn’t Congress 
doing something about it? 

Well, part of the reason is Congress, 
instead of exploring our own natural 
resources, Congress has decided to 
make the decision to punish energy 
consumption in this country and to 
make it more difficult for America to 
take care of Americans. Congress’ pol-
icy is let’s rely on OPEC; let’s rely on 
that dictator Chavez and get their 
crude oil while we figure out something 
else to do on how to take care of our-
selves down the road, but the problem 
is immediate, and we need to deal with 
it, and we can deal with it. 

The first issue: Drilling for crude oil 
and natural gas. Now, because of Con-
gress, we have made it impossible to 
drill offshore. This map of the United 
States shows two areas offshore. This 
blue area is down by Texas, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and Alabama. This area in 
the Gulf of Mexico is where we drill off-
shore, and we are glad to do that. That 
crude oil that we take from the Gulf of 
Mexico and distribute throughout the 
United States is good for America. But 
you see, Mr. Speaker, there is also 
more crude oil in the Gulf of Mexico by 
Florida. There is also crude oil over off 
the east coast. Mr. Speaker, there’s 
also crude oil off the sacred coast of 
California, the west coast, but we don’t 
drill over there. We don’t drill in the 
Gulf of Mexico. We don’t drill on the 
east coast. Why? Because of Congress. 

So one thing we could do is lift the 
offshore drilling prohibitions, not the 
regulations, but the prohibitions. But 
because of the environmental fear 
lobby that is so strong in this Con-
gress, we don’t drill where there’s 
crude oil or natural gas. Way up here, 
not even on the map, is a place called 
ANWR where there is nothing except 
crude oil, and we don’t drill for crude 
oil in ANWR because of the environ-
mental fear lobby and because of Con-
gress. 

Let’s lift those restrictions and take 
care of ourselves rather than rely on 
foreign dictators and OPEC to get our 
crude oil. 

Now, there is going to be another off-
shore drilling rig out in the Gulf of 

Mexico over here near this red zone, 
but it is not going to be built by Amer-
icans. Those rigs out there off the 
coast of Florida, about 48 miles, are 
going to be built by the Cubans, and 
it’s financed by the Chinese. That’s 
right. The Chinese and the Cubans are 
drilling where America ought to drill. 

Doesn’t that bother anybody? Lift 
the restrictions. 

The second thing we need to do is 
have more refineries. I represent south-
east Texas. We have the Nation’s larg-
est refinery and the second largest re-
finery. Down in the Sabine-Neches Wa-
terway that borders Louisiana there 
are numerous refineries, but they’re 
running at capacity because we haven’t 
built a new refinery in this country in 
30 years. 

Why? The environmental fear lobby 
is prohibiting us from taking care of 
ourselves. So it doesn’t do any good to 
produce more crude oil if we don’t have 
the refinery capacity to produce gaso-
line and diesel fuel. So make it easier 
to have refineries in this country. We 
need to take care of ourselves. 

I was somewhat embarrassed as an 
American citizen when our President, 
the most powerful person on Earth, had 
to go and ask OPEC last week to 
produce more crude oil so we could 
have gasoline. Of course, they in their 
arrogant way said, ‘‘Well, we’ll think 
about it. Maybe we will and maybe we 
won’t.’’ See, that is what is happening 
to our country. We are being held hos-
tage because Congress will not let 
America take care of Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, we need to produce the 
crude oil, the natural gas that we have. 
We need to even produce and to build 
more nuclear plants in this country. 
Right now, China is building nine nu-
clear plants, and they have 40 on the 
drawing boards. How many are we 
making? We’re not making any because 
the environmental fear lobby will not 
let us build nuclear power plants in 
this country. 

So how long is it going to take Con-
gress to get the message that we need 
to reduce gasoline prices? One way to 
do that is to increase supply, and we 
can take care of ourselves. We are the 
only major power in the world that de-
pends on other nations for our fuel and 
for our economy. This ought not to be, 
but it is just the way it is. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 10 
a.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 15 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess 
until 10 a.m. 

f 

b 1000 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. PASTOR) at 10 a.m. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord of history and purveyor of all 
the world, it seems that with the pas-
sage of time all nations are coming 
into a closer unity. People of different 
cultures and religions are being bound 
together in common concerns and by 
greater communication. 

By Your grace, individuals seem to 
be more aware of the world around 
them and grow in a sense of responsi-
bility. Bless this solidarity and help 
this Nation through leadership in gov-
ernment, religion and industry build a 
world of prosperity, freed of hunger and 
assured of justice and peace. 

Ignite a spirit of hopefulness in 
young people that they may prove 
themselves to be positive, creative and 
joyful, truly Your free children both 
now and forever. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. DAVIS) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

CELEBRATING ISRAEL’S 60TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

(Mr. HONDA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
tremendous honor that I rise today to 
celebrate the 60th anniversary of a 
great democracy and our close friend 
and important ally, Israel. With its 
strong technology sector in both re-
newable energy development and high- 
tech research, Israel is a natural friend 
of Silicon Valley, which I proudly rep-
resent. 

Israel’s contribution to the high-tech 
industry, from computer processors to 
cell phones, and its development of 
life-saving medical techniques, benefit 
people around the world every day. 

I have fond memories of my first trip 
to Israel, whose people, history, and 
culture have left an everlasting im-
pression upon me. 

I have supported Israel throughout 
my career, and will continue to do so. 
We must continue our democratic part-
nership with Israel. Once again, Mr. 
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Speaker, I rise to celebrate the 60th an-
niversary of Israel. 

f 

AMERICA CANNOT AFFORD 
ILLEGALS 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, America can-
not afford illegals. 

Last year, according to the Los An-
geles County Supervisor, ‘‘Illegals cost 
the county $220 million in public safe-
ty, $400 million in health care, and $440 
million in welfare. Total cost to tax-
payers for illegals far exceeds $1 billion 
a year, not counting millions for their 
(free) education.’’ 

‘‘This new information,’’ he contin-
ued, ‘‘shows an alarming increase in 
the devastating impact illegals con-
tinue to have on taxpayers.’’ 

Illegals should not receive welfare or 
government assistance. Many Ameri-
cans and legal immigrants don’t re-
ceive needed social services and health 
care because money is going to those 
illegally on the land. Try getting treat-
ed in any hospital emergency room in 
the country. The silent secret in the 
crowded waiting room is that many 
there are illegals getting health care 
that someone else—Americans—pay 
for. 

Still doubting? Then wander up to 
the maternity ward, where the mothers 
illegally in the United States are hav-
ing babies at somebody else’s expense. 

Failure to control the borders allows 
illegal trespassers to reap what they 
have not sown and take what they have 
not earned from America and from 
legal immigrants. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

IT’S TIME 
(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. Americans are now 
looking at $4 a gallon for gasoline. Is it 
going up to $5 a gallon? 

This is having a severe impact on 
family budgets. It’s kind of a regressive 
tax on the poor and working people of 
this country, hitting those hardest who 
are least able to pay. And low-wage 
workers who commute are finding an 
increasingly difficult time being able 
to survive. It’s having a devastating 
impact on our manufacturing economy. 

It’s time for a new energy policy. It’s 
time for a massive investment by De-
troit in fuel efficiency and retooling 
and hybrids. It’s time to end our reli-
ance on oil. It’s time to invest in alter-
native energy, like wind and solar. It’s 
time to stop wars for resources. It’s 
time to stop aggression in the Middle 
East. It’s time to cooperate inter-
nationally to protect the environment. 
It’s time to end NAFTA to make envi-
ronmental quality principles part of 
our energy policy. It’s time to regain 
control over America’s economy and 
America’s future. 

CONGRATULATING NORTHERN 
KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY’S WOM-
EN’S BASKETBALL TEAM 

(Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to join my colleagues in 
the House in congratulating the North-
ern Kentucky University women’s bas-
ketball team for winning the NCAA Di-
vision II National Championship on 
March 29, 2008. Yesterday, the House of 
Representatives passed H. Res. 1147, 
which congratulates the team and the 
coaches on their impressive victory. 

During the championship game, the 
Norse overcame a nine-point deficit 
with less than 6 minutes left in the 
game to beat the University of South 
Dakota, 63–58. Senior Angela Healy had 
14 points and 13 rebounds in the game. 
In recognition of her performance, Ms. 
Healy was voted the Elite Eight’s Most 
Outstanding Player. 

This win marked the second time in 
the last decade that the Norse women 
have won an NCAA national champion-
ship in women’s basketball. NKU is 
now the only collegiate women’s pro-
gram in the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky to win two national titles in any 
sport. 

The Norse team consisted of 11 out-
standing women who are not only 
championship-caliber players, but by 
all accounts students and leaders who 
are a credit to their community as 
well. 

Coach Nancy Winstel should be ap-
plauded for her excellent leadership 
and dedication to Northern Kentucky 
University. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to congratulate 
the team, the coaching staff, and the 
entire Northern Kentucky University 
community for a great season, and to 
thank my colleagues for their support 
of this resolution. 

f 

DEMOCRATS WORKING TO BRING 
RELIEF TO HARDWORKING 
AMERICANS 

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, over the 
last couple of weeks, this House has 
passed important legislation that is 
going to provide some much needed re-
lief to hardworking families who are 
being squeezed by high gas prices, high 
grocery bills, and a housing crisis that 
many economists believe has not yet 
hit rock bottom. 

Last week, Congress took decisive ac-
tion to bring down the price of gas by 
passing legislation to suspend the fill-
ing of the Strategic Petroleum Reserve 
through the end of the year. After ini-
tially opposing the proposal, the Presi-
dent announced last Friday that he 
would comply. The House also over-
whelmingly supported a farm bill con-
ference report that invests $10 billion 

more in nutrition programs that will 
help 38 million Americans afford 
healthy food. And earlier this month, 
we passed housing legislation that sta-
bilizes the housing market and makes 
a real difference for families at risk of 
losing their homes. 

Mr. Speaker, this month, the House 
has passed significant legislation that 
will help all Americans and will basi-
cally address the economic downturn. I 
would hope the President would also 
support these important initiatives. 

f 

COUNTY PAYMENTS: WASCO 
COUNTY, OREGON 

(Mr. WALDEN of Oregon asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speak-
er, by refusing to renew the Federal 
county payments program, Congress 
has broken its promise to rural, tim-
bered America. Counties like Wasco 
County in Oregon are affected. It has 
laid off nine people from its road de-
partment, seven full-time, two part- 
time. That’s one-third of its entire 
road department. 

The county has more than 700 miles 
of road, and not a single road construc-
tion project is now underway. County 
Commissioner Sherry Holliday said, 
‘‘Counties can’t do any strategic plan-
ning when our budget is totally up in 
the air.’’ Well, there is a solution, H.R. 
3058, a bipartisan 4-year reauthoriza-
tion of county timber payments. It’s 
been on the Union Calendar and ready 
for a vote since January 15. The admin-
istration has put forward a variety of 
offsets to pay for it, and yet the Demo-
cratic leadership of this House has re-
fused to bring it up for a vote. That’s 
126 days that H.R. 3058 has been held 
hostage by the leadership of this 
House. 

It’s time to restore the Federal Gov-
ernment’s century-old commitment to 
rural, timbered communities where 
Federal lands make up so much of their 
county. 

I call on the leadership once again, 
free H.R. 3058, bring it up for a vote, 
keep the roads and schools open in 
rural America. 

f 

MEMORIAL DAY 

(Mr. KUHL of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. KUHL of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
when I look out from the steps of the 
United States Capitol building, I’m al-
ways in awe of the sight before me. The 
memorials beneath the Capitol steps 
honor the sacrifices made by the brave 
men and women who wore the uniform 
and put their country before them-
selves. They came from farms and cit-
ies, from mountains and villages, and 
from lives of privilege and lives of pov-
erty. They each answered the call when 
their Nation needed them most. These 
men and women represented the best 
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