May 19, 2008

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————
THE ENEMY WITHIN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, U.S. tech-
nology in the Nation’s defense industry
is unsurpassed anywhere in the world.
Because of this, our enemies want to
steal it, use it against us, or copy it.
They want to do it for their own mili-
tary operations.

Private American corporations are to
be commended for their expertise in
national defense technology develop-
ment. However, fifth column individ-
uals and businesses that sell this sen-
sitive military equipment to our en-
emies are nothing more than modern-
day Benedict Arnolds and should be
treated as such.

Our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan,
for example, use night-vision goggles
and night-vision rifle scopes to search
out and destroy our enemies, but this
equipment is being stolen in record
numbers by businesses and individuals
that are selling out America for that
filthy lucre, or money. I think these
people need to be treated as the trea-
sonous traitors that they are.

According to USA Today, more than
40 businesses or individuals have been
charged with stealing or exporting
night-vision technology to people who
are our enemies. Some charged are al-
leged to have sent the equipment to
Iran, to China and to al Qaeda affili-
ates. Nations such as China can use re-
verse technology and copy the highly
sensitive equipment and use it for their
own benefit.

This equipment is also very costly.
Each pair of new, high-tech, night-vi-
sion goggles cost around $4,500. These
goggles help our troops in the desert of
the sun and the valley of the gun in
Iraq and Afghanistan.

USA Today further reports that ITT
sent restricted product data to China
and other countries with intent to
outsource production of this sensitive
equipment. It paid a $100 million fine,
and I commend the judge for not only
ordering the fine but he ordered half of
that fine to be spent in developing a
new generation of night-vision tech-
nology.

However, just paying a fine for sup-
plying our enemies with advanced de-
fense technology is just the cost of
doing business. Corporate executives
should not be allowed to hide behind
the corporate veil when it comes to
supplying aid and comfort to our en-
emies.

Crooked execs should not be allowed
to buy their way out of jail by paying

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

a fine that they don’t even pay for.
Their corporation pays that fine.

If business executives that dealt with
our enemies went to jail, maybe in
Guantanamo Bay prison where we keep
other enemies of the United States,
they might be careful about selling out
America for 30 pieces of silver.

And Congress, rather than inves-
tigate steroids in baseball, might need
to investigate these businesses and in-
dividuals who keep buying and stealing
American equipment and selling it to
our enemies. We owe our troops this in-
vestigation.

And that’s just the way it is.

———————

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE
SURVEILLANCE ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN) is rec-
ognized for 60 minutes as the designee
of the minority leader.

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, well, here we
are after nine months, today, May 19,
and this body is yet to provide Admiral
McConnell with the tools he’s asked for
in order to protect the American peo-
ple from another cataclysmic attack
against our Nation.

When the Director of National Intel-
ligence, Admiral McConnell, first came
to Congress for help, he was only given
a 180-day authority to conduct surveil-
lance, which he described at the time
as necessary to close critical intel-
ligence gaps. Of course, after a short 2-
week extension, that authority, which
we called the Protect America Act, ac-
tually expired on February 16 at 12:01
a.m.

So we’re in day 95. Three months and
5 days later, 13 weeks later, 22,080 hours
later, 136,800 minutes after the FISA
fix which we gave to the intelligence
community of our Nation, that fix ex-
pired. Unfortunately, the so-called RE-
STORE Act, passed as a substitute by
the majority party, repealed core pro-
visions requested by Admiral McCon-
nell.

While the Senate passed a bipartisan
6-year extension of a new FISA bill
based on the Protect America Act, thus
responding to the real world concerns
of our Director of National Intel-
ligence, unfortunately the Members of
this chamber were denied a clean up-
or-down vote on it. The end result is
that here we are, nine months from the
time this process of fits and starts
began, without an effective response to
the most serious national security
threat of our time.

Madam Speaker, are we supposed to
believe that al Qaeda has somehow lost
its determination to Kkill innocent
Americans? Well, as recently as Fri-
day, Osama bin Laden was issuing
threats against both the little Satan
and the big Satan. I don’t know about
you, but I think we should want to re-
move all obstacles to listening in on
his conversations.
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For there is no evidence, none what-
soever, that these homicidal extremists
have any less desire to kill us and oth-
ers perceived by their twisted psy-
chotic logic to be legitimate targets.
Yes, innocent men, women and chil-
dren.

No, the evidence is unequivocal and
clear. Since 2001, attacks actual and
premeditated have been a constant
across the globe: attacks in Bali, Indo-
nesia, in 2002 and 2005; a planned attack
on Barcelona 2003; a deadly attack in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, in 2003; a foiled
plot in Istanbul, Turkey, in 2003; a
deadly attack in Casablanca, Morocco,
in 2003; a terrible attack in Madrid,
Spain, in March 2004; attempted at-
tacks in the Philippines 2004; a deadly
London attack in July 2005; a plan to
blow up airliners over the Atlantic in
2006; an attack in Algeria in 2006; an in-
tended attack in Denmark in 2007; and
a planned attack in Germany in 2007.
Al Qaeda has also tried to overthrow
the governments of Egypt in 2004, Jor-
dan in 2005 and Saudi Arabia in 2007.

For we no longer live in a world
where wishful thinking is permissible,
if we wish to fulfill our obligation to
those who sent us here to represent
them and to protect them and future
Americans, this is the first obligation
of government, and we no longer have
the option of pretending otherwise. Al-
though, pretending otherwise seems to
be in the air these days.

The President of the United States
addressed a session of the Knesset in
Israel. There, celebrating the 60th an-
niversary or birthday of the State of
Israel, in the context of remarks made
by the leader of Iran to wipe off the
face of the earth Israel, in light of
other comments made by others affili-
ated with terrorists that we should see
the day soon where Israel will no
longer exist, in the context of speaking
to a country whose birth grew out of
the terrible experiences of the Holo-
caust in Germany, the President of the
United States referred to the failure to
act at that time by America and other
countries around the world, the failure
to even admit that there was a serious
problem of cataclysmic consequence.

And when the President merely
quoted a senator from that era who
happened, by the way, to be a Repub-
lican, to suggest in the words of this
senator of that time that if he’d just
had a chance to talk with Hitler per-
haps the future of the world would
have been different, when the President
merely says that in the context of the
celebration of the 60th anniversary of
the State of Israel, at a time when
there are those in this world crying for
their destruction, and at a time when
rockets are lobbed into Israel on al-
most a daily basis, the response by
some in this country is to criticize the
President for uttering those words, to
suggest that he had no right to say
that, and to suggest that somehow he
was accusing others of appeasement,
who he had not even named.

Was the President suggesting that
terrible circumstances in the world,
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