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also be fitting for us to show our appre-
ciation through our actions. Last Au-
gust, the House of Representatives 
passed the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 2007, WRDA, by a vote of 
381–40. This past November, this body 
overrode a presidential veto for WRDA 
2007 by a vote of 361–54. The vote 
showed an ever-present need to con-
tinue to invest and improve in our 
country’s vast network of infrastruc-
ture. We must continue to remind our 
President that these projects need 
funding, and that ignoring our Nation’s 
needs will only cause our current prob-
lems to grow and our infrastructure to 
deteriorate. 

I support our public works profes-
sionals, our transportation and infra-
structure systems and National Public 
Works Week. I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I join in support of the 
resolution before us. It is appropriate 
and important that we honor the hard-
working men and women who make our 
infrastructure the envy of the world. 
Investment in the Nation’s highway, 
bridge and transit infrastructure has 
not kept up with growing demands on 
the system. Our Department of Trans-
portation found that to maintain high-
way bridge and transit networks, gov-
ernments at all levels would need to in-
vest nearly $95 billion per year for each 
of the next 20 years, and to improve 
highway, bridge and transit networks, 
that level of investment would need to 
increase to nearly $154 billion per year. 

Recently, the National Surface 
Transportation Policy and Revenue 
Study Commission, a bipartisan com-
mission made up of representatives 
from various transportation sectors ap-
pointed by leadership in both parties 
and from the executive branch, re-
ported to the Congress that the United 
States needs to invest up to $340 billion 
annually for the next 50 years to up-
grade the Nation’s existing transpor-
tation network to a good state of re-
pair and to build the more advanced fa-
cilities that our people will require to 
remain competitive with other emerg-
ing economic powers around the world. 

We have neglected this work for a 
generation, and it will come back to 
haunt our children and our grand-
children, unless we begin the necessary 
investment and the necessary work, 
not just to provide the jobs, which is 
obviously important, but to provide 
the efficient undergirding of our econ-
omy, which will enable us to maintain 
our standard of living, improve it, and 
maintain our competitiveness as an 
international power. 

Our committee, the Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee, has ju-
risdiction over our water transpor-
tation system, and that consists of 926 
coastal and inland harbors maintained 
by the Corps of Engineers and some 
25,000 miles of inland and coastal com-

mercial waterways. If we don’t keep 
our harbors and waterways operating 
efficiently, we obviously threaten our 
economic prosperity. To meet these 
needs, as well as the need for flood pro-
tection and environmental restoration, 
passing a Water Resources Develop-
ment Act for 2008 is high on our com-
mittee’s agenda. 

According to separate studies con-
ducted by the Congressional Budget Of-
fice, EPA and municipal groups, the 
current rate of capital investment will 
not keep our waterway treatment sys-
tems operational. State and local gov-
ernments are spending nearly $10 bil-
lion a year in capital investments and 
waste water infrastructure, and most 
of this funding comes from local rate-
payers. 
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However, to meet the needs of com-
munities all over our country, we 
should be doubling that spending. We 
can’t continue to take our modern 
wastewater treatment facilities for 
granted. Not only are they critical to 
protect our health and environment, 
they are important to protect our 
economy as well. 

Public infrastructure plays an impor-
tant role in enhancing our quality of 
life, improving our environment, and 
contributing to our economic pros-
perity. These systems, and the profes-
sionals, engineers, and administrators 
who maintain them, are sometimes 
taken for granted. So it is important 
that Congress recognize the contribu-
tion they make to ensure that America 
remains the world’s premier economic 
power, and passage of this resolution 
will do that. I urge all Members to sup-
port House Resolution 1137. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Ms. HIRONO. In closing, Mr. Speak-

er, I would like to thank the gentleman 
for his acknowledgement of the impor-
tance of maintaining our infrastruc-
ture, rail, water, air, and highways. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of House Resolution 1137. This 
resolution acknowledges and celebrates Public 
Works Week, which this year is celebrated the 
week of May 18 through May 24. 

We celebrate National Public Works Week 
for a full week each year during the month of 
May. This week honors the many public works 
professionals—those individuals who design, 
build, operate, maintain, and protect transpor-
tation systems, water supply infrastructure, 
sewage and refuse disposal systems, public 
buildings, and other structures and facilities 
that are vital to our Nation. H. Res. 1137 pays 
tribute to these professionals. 

Public works do exactly that—they allow our 
public to work, and they keep our country 
safe. Our industries and communities rely on 
railroads, highways, airports, and public transit 
to travel, and our government conducts busi-
ness in public works buildings across this Na-
tion. 

Towns and cities around the country are 
serviced by necessary systems for sewage 
and waste disposal, as well as water supply 
for our homes, businesses, and crops. Pipe-
lines safely transport natural gas and haz-

ardous liquids over millions of miles through-
out the country. 

It is appropriate to designate a week to rec-
ognize these entities and those who work for 
them and the public good. Public works are 
often not recognized until problems are en-
countered. As public works professionals work 
daily to coordinate, design, and maintain our 
public works, we must also work to fund our 
country’s infrastructure needs, which our so 
critical to our Nation’s economy and its citi-
zens. 

Last November, this Congress overrode a 
veto of the Water Resources Development Act 
(‘‘WRDA’’) of 2007 by an overwhelming mar-
gin (361–54), showcasing the desires of the 
American people for renewed investment in 
our infrastructure. In contrast to this action, 
President Bush failed to include any projects 
authorized by WRDA in the fiscal year 2009 
budget. 

The House of Representatives has passed 
three additional water infrastructure bills: H.R. 
569, the Water Quality Investment Act of 
2007; H.R. 700, the Healthy Communities 
Water Supply Act of 2007; and H.R. 720, the 
Water Quality Financing Act of 2007. I urge 
my colleagues in the Senate to promptly take 
action on similar legislation. 

On August 1, 2007, on the same evening 
that the House passed the WRDA Conference 
Report, the I–35W Mississippi River bridge 
collapsed during rush hour traffic in my home 
State of Minnesota. Of the 597,340 U.S. high-
way bridges, 73,784 are structurally deficient 
and 80,317 are functionally obsolete. This 
tragic event further highlighted the public 
works investment needs that our Nation faces. 

Last week, the leadership of this committee 
introduced a bill to revitalize the Amtrak inter-
city passenger rail system. 

I continue to vigorously support our coun-
try’s public works, and I urge my colleagues to 
join me in agreeing to this resolution. 

Ms. HIRONO. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1137. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I object to 
the vote on the ground that a quorum 
is not present and make the point of 
order that a quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE 
CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA SPECIAL 
OLYMPICS LAW ENFORCEMENT 
TORCH RUN 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 309) 
authorizing the use of the Capitol 
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Grounds for the District of Columbia 
Special Olympics Law Enforcement 
Torch Run. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 309 
Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 

Senate concurring), 
SECTION 1. AUTHORIZATION OF USE OF CAPITOL 

GROUNDS FOR D.C. SPECIAL OLYM-
PICS LAW ENFORCEMENT TORCH 
RUN. 

On June 6, 2008, or on such other date as 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration of the Senate may jointly designate, 
the 2008 District of Columbia Special Olym-
pics Law Enforcement Torch Run (in this 
resolution referred to as the ‘‘event’’) may be 
run through the Capitol Grounds as part of 
the journey of the Special Olympics torch to 
the District of Columbia Special Olympics 
summer games. 
SEC. 2. RESPONSIBILITY OF CAPITOL POLICE 

BOARD. 
The Capitol Police Board shall take such 

actions as may be necessary to carry out the 
event. 
SEC. 3. CONDITIONS RELATING TO PHYSICAL 

PREPARATIONS. 
The Architect of the Capitol may prescribe 

conditions for physical preparations for the 
event. 
SEC. 4. ENFORCEMENT OF RESTRICTIONS. 

The Capitol Police Board shall provide for 
enforcement of the restrictions contained in 
section 5104(c) of title 40, United States Code, 
concerning sales, advertisements, displays, 
and solicitations on the Capitol Grounds, as 
well as other restrictions applicable to the 
Capitol Grounds, in connection with the 
event. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Hawaii (Ms. HIRONO) and the gentleman 
from Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Hawaii. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H. Con. Res. 309. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Hawaii? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
House Concurrent Resolution 309 au-

thorizes the use of the Capitol grounds 
for the District of Columbia’s Special 
Olympics Law Enforcement Torch Run. 
I thank Representative ELEANOR 
HOLMES Norton for bringing this meas-
ure to the floor. 

The Capitol Police, along with the 
D.C. Special Olympics, will participate 
in the torch run to be held on June 6, 
2008. The D.C. Special Olympics will 
work closely with the Capitol Police 
and the Architect of the Capitol to 
make sure that the event is in full 
compliance with the rules and regula-
tions governing the use of Capitol 
grounds. Consistent with all events on 

Capitol Hill, the event will be free and 
open to the public. 

The Law Enforcement Torch Run for 
the Special Olympics is run nationwide 
by law enforcement officers, leading up 
to each State’s or National Special 
Olympics summer games. As a matter 
of fact, I have participated a number of 
times in Hawaii’s Law Enforcement 
Torch Run. 

Each year, nearly 50 local and Fed-
eral law enforcement agencies in Wash-
ington, D.C. participate to show their 
support of the D.C. Special Olympics. 
This torch relay event is a traditional 
part of the opening ceremonies for the 
Special Olympics which will take place 
at Catholic University in the District 
of Columbia. I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting this resolution. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
The resolution before us, House Con-

current Resolution 309, as has been 
pointed out, authorizes the use of the 
Capitol grounds for the District of Co-
lumbia’s Special Olympics Law En-
forcement Torch Run to be held June 6, 
2008. Capitol Police and Metropolitan 
Police Department will serve as co-
sponsors of this year’s event. 

Special Olympics is an international 
organization dedicated to enriching the 
lives of children and adults with dis-
abilities through athletics and through 
competition. The torch run is a special 
event that works with Federal and 
local police departments to run the 
Flame of Hope to Fort McNair, the site 
of the local Special Olympics games. 

The torch will be lit in a ceremony 
recognizing supporters of the Special 
Olympics on the west steps of the 
United States Capitol. Nearly 1,200 po-
lice officers, Special Olympics athletes, 
and members of the public will be 
present for the ceremony torch light-
ing and the start of the run. Once lit, 
the torch will be carried by police offi-
cers to Fort McNair. 

More than 26 police departments will 
join together to support the Special 
Olympics by raising money, carrying 
the torch, or running in support of the 
Special Olympics. Support of Congress 
has helped this special event hold an 
opening ceremony on the Capitol 
grounds that works with both Federal 
and local police departments to sup-
port the Special Olympics. This year’s 
event will be the 23rd held on the Cap-
itol grounds. I encourage my col-
leagues to join the law enforcement 
community in supporting the Special 
Olympics and in joining me in sup-
porting the resolution before us. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H. Con. Res. 309, author-
izing the use of the Capitol Grounds for the 
District of Columbia Special Olympics Law En-
forcement Torch Run. 

The District of Columbia Special Olympics is 
the premier event in this region that highlights 
the athletic accomplishments of children and 
young adults with disabilities. We all owe a 
special thanks to the tenacity to Eunice Ken-
nedy Shriver and her family for exceptional 
work on behalf of persons with disabilities. 

Law enforcement officers, who are part of 
the extensive volunteer network that support 
the games, carry the Olympic torch across the 
Capitol Grounds through the District of Colum-
bia to Catholic University. The event will be 
open to the public and free of charge. The 
event sponsors will work with the Capitol Po-
lice Board to ensure all rules and regulations 
are followed. 

These games are a wonderful expression of 
inclusiveness and a confirmation of individual 
contribution. I enthusiastically support this res-
olution and the very worthwhile endeavor of 
the Special Olympics. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in agreeing 
to the resolution. 

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 309. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I object to 
the vote on the ground that a quorum 
is not present and make the point of 
order that a quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

MOTORCYCLE SAFETY 
AWARENESS MONTH 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 339) supporting the 
goals of Motorcycle Safety Awareness 
Month, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 339 

Whereas approximately 7,000,000 motorcy-
clists ride on our Nation’s roads and high-
ways to commute, travel, and recreate; 

Whereas motorcycles are a valuable com-
ponent of the transportation mix; 

Whereas motorcycles are fuel-efficient and 
decrease congestion while having little im-
pact on our Nation’s transportation infra-
structure; 

Whereas the United States is the world 
leader in motorcycle safety, promoting edu-
cation, licensing, use of protective gear, and 
motorcycle awareness; 

Whereas the motorcycling community is 
committed to decreasing motorcycle crashes 
through licensing, training, education, en-
forcement, personal responsibility, and in-
creased public awareness; 

Whereas, according to a comprehensive 
study conducted on motorcycle crash causa-
tion in the United States the ‘‘Motorcycle 
Accident Cause Factors and Identification of 
Countermeasures’’ (Hurt Report), in approxi-
mately two-thirds of fatal car-motorcycle 
crashes, the driver of the car was at fault; 
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