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year marks the 9th Annual National 
Women’s Health Week. 

National Women’s Health Week is a 
week celebrated across America. Dur-
ing this week, families, communities, 
businesses, government, health organi-
zations and other groups work together 
to help educate women about steps 
that they could take to improve their 
physical and mental health, and to pre-
vent various disease. 

This week is also used as an oppor-
tunity to educate our population about 
important health issues that women 
face. 

This resolution recognizes the impor-
tance of several things, including pre-
venting diseases that commonly affect 
women; federally funded programs that 
provide research and collect data on 
common diseases in women, and it also 
calls on women to observe National 
Women’s Checkup Day by receiving 
preventive screenings. 

It is vitally important that women 
have knowledge about the health risks 
that confront them, and that they 
know they can greatly reduce those 
risks through preventive measures 
such as a healthy lifestyle and regular 
medical screening. 

Healthy habits should begin at a 
young age. It is imperative that we 
take the time to educate young girls 
on the benefits of exercise and eating 
right. If these habits start at a young 
age, it is more likely that they will 
continue through their life. 

It is important and essential we do 
everything we can to prevent disease. 
In this spirit, I encourage women to 
use this week to focus on the necessary 
checkups and preventive screenings 
from their health care providers so 
that they can live long, healthy and 
productive lives. 

I urge full support and passage of this 
very important measure on behalf of 
the women of our country. 

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I now yield as much time 
as she may consume to the gentle-
woman from Tennessee (Mrs. 
BLACKBURN), a leader and advocate on 
women’s health issues. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. TIM MURPHY) for the leader-
ship that he brings to our Health Sub-
committee. 

I also want to thank the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. CAPPS) 
for her attentiveness to women’s 
health issues. She is an effective advo-
cate. 

And to the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. HINCHEY) for his leadership on the 
issue, and for honoring us, all women, 
with the resolution and bringing the 
resolution forward to the body as a 
whole. 

Mr. Speaker, as has been discussed, 
this is House Concurrent Resolution 
331, and I do join my colleagues in en-
couraging all of us, not only to support 
the resolution, but to be effective 
spokespeople for what the resolution 
means; that we move forward, actively, 

to encourage women to gather the in-
formation that they need, because in-
deed, one of the purposes is to encour-
age women to seek information, to be-
come health conscious and as the gen-
tleman from New York said, to develop 
those healthy habits. 

And it is not only adult women that 
we are speaking to, but it is to young 
girls also as they look at diet, as they 
look at exercise, as they gather infor-
mation about how to best take care of 
themselves. And we do encourage them 
to seek that information, to get reg-
ular checkups, to become knowledge-
able of the preventive screenings that 
will help them to stay healthy and to 
enjoy a better quality of life. 

One thing that we also do is encour-
age women to have that relationship 
with their primary care physician, 
somebody that they can go to to gather 
the information about how to become 
knowledgeable on taking care of their 
bodies. 

We’ve talked a little bit about some 
of the diseases that affect women, 
fibromyalgia, depression and, of course, 
postpartum depression, which concerns 
us all with the young women and those 
in the child-bearing years. 

Heart disease also and some of the 
screenings that are important for that. 
And as the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania said, there is the website where 
individuals can access this informa-
tion. 

But we do stand together to promote 
prevention and awareness for disease 
management so that the women of this 
Nation are certainly taking better care 
of themselves, and are knowledgeable 
on the diseases that could impair their 
quality of life and their productivity. 

Again, I join my colleagues and 
thank them for the leadership on Reso-
lution 331. And I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to stand and speak on the im-
portance of this, and again, encourage 
all Members, not only to support it, 
but to actually be certain that we dis-
seminate this information to our con-
stituents. 

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania. 
Seeing as we have no more speakers, 
we’re willing to close at this point and 
again draw attention and thank Mr. 
HINCHEY for his support on this resolu-
tion. I ask all Members to be sup-
portive of it. 

With that, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mrs. CAPPS. I want to thank again 
the authors of this resolution, Mr. HIN-
CHEY, who is here, and MARY BONO 
MACK, who is also the other coauthor; 
and to thank the speakers on behalf of 
this resolution. And again, to remind 
us all the importance of Women’s 
Health Week, setting aside the time to 
call attention to the importance of 
women taking care of their own health 
and providing the resources so they can 
do this, because it’s women’s health at 
stake, but also, often since the woman 
is the primary instigator within the 
family, and often the community as 
well, of the health of every member, 

that this serves a purpose that is very 
important to the health of our Nation. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

MURPHY of Connecticut). The question 
is on the motion offered by the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. CAPPS) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
agree to the concurrent resolution, H. 
Con. Res. 331. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL 

(Mr. HARE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the 
modern State of Israel. Since its found-
ing in 1948, Israel has flourished as the 
only true democracy in the Middle 
East, and established itself as Amer-
ica’s greatest ally in the region. 

Mr. Speaker, last August I had the 
pleasure of visiting Israel with several 
of my colleagues, where I met with top 
officials and I toured the country. 
While I have many fond memories of 
my trip, I was particularly moved by 
the people’s steadfast devotion to their 
homeland. 

In the town of Sderot, a constant tar-
get of rocket attacks from neighboring 
Gaza, I met a woman who simply said 
to me, ‘‘We can’t move from here. This 
is our home.’’ Her resilience and perse-
verance is indicative of the spirit of the 
Israeli people. 

Amid constant threat from sur-
rounding countries and terrorist 
groups, it is critical that the United 
States stand in solidarity with Israel 
as she fights to protect her people. 

Mr. Speaker, my experience in Israel 
is one that I will never forget, and I 
look forward to the day when Israel 
can live in peace with its neighbors. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 60TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE STATE OF 
ISRAEL 

(Mr. DENT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate the 60th anniversary 
of the State of Israel, like my col-
league just before me. 

The State of Israel has held out the 
promise of hope for many who have en-
dured centuries of oppression. It was 
established by those who sought peace, 
but has had to endure perpetual con-
flict. 

From the date of its inception, 
Israel’s neighbors declared war upon 
the country and attempted to destroy 
it. Two major wars erupted after the 
initial conflict of 1948, and even today 
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it must suffer through terrorist at-
tacks orchestrated by those who con-
tinue to deny its right to exist. 

And yet Israel endures and it flour-
ishes. It has made its part of the desert 
bloom. It is a model of democracy that 
the rest of that region would do well to 
emulate, and it has been a great part-
ner to us in the war on terror, cooper-
ating with us on homeland security 
matters so that we can be better pre-
pared to counter the kinds of attacks 
that the Israelis have had to endure for 
three generations. 

I’ve had the privilege of visiting 
Israel on two separate occasions, expe-
riences that I will never forget. 

And to Israel I say, ‘‘Le Chaim.’’ 
f 

RECOGNIZING ISRAEL’S 60TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Speaker, I too rise to recognize the 
60th anniversary of the independence of 
the State of Israel, and to reaffirm the 
steadfast friendship between our two 
strong democratic nations. 

Sixty years ago today, on May 14, 
1948, the State of Israel declared sov-
ereignty and independence as a home-
land for the Jewish people. With little 
resources and seemingly insurmount-
able obstacles, Israel has become a 
thriving and prosperous democracy, 
and has made worldwide contributions 
in technology, medicine, agriculture 
and environmental innovation. 

When we speak about Israel, too 
often we focus on Israel’s troubles and 
not on her beauty and her spirit. But 
what I want to focus on today is her re-
solve. Since independence, Israel has 
continually overcome every conceiv-
able roadblock. She has beaten back 
hostile neighbors during war, and now 
endures terrible emotional and eco-
nomic hardship from terrorist cowards 
who perpetrate hideous violence 
against innocent victims. 

As a critical partner in the fight 
against terror, and as the only democ-
racy in the region, Israel’s strength 
and security is paramount. Therefore, I 
encourage this House to continue to 
pass bipartisan bills in support of 
Israel and her ability to protect herself 
from antagonistic neighbors. 

The blossoming of a nation that grew 
from desert sand into a thriving exam-
ple of democracy, economic progress 
and cultural diversity is a magnificent 
achievement for this strong and vi-
brant country. 

I congratulate Israel on all she has 
achieved in just 60 years, and I look 
forward to a bright future for this ex-
traordinary nation. 

f 

b 1945 

HALLIE ELIZABETH POE—NEW 
TEXAN 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, as the sun 
came up this morning bringing a new 
spring day in America, a new Texan 
was born at 8:27 a.m. and took her first 
breath of life. Hallie Elizabeth Poe, a 7- 
pound, 191⁄2-inch girl was born in The 
Woodlands, Texas. 

Hallie’s parents, Kurt and Suzy, are 
happy with boastful pride, but they 
can’t be prouder than I am because I’m 
the grandfather! 

The miracle of birth is the Good 
Lord’s gift to the people of the world 
and renews a spirt of hope and 
freshness. A baby girl is one of the 
most amazing miracles of life, one of 
the great joys of life, and one of the 
reasons why there is a little extra sun-
shine, laughter, and happiness in life. 

Little girls are special. They bring a 
delight and innocence into the world of 
ours. I know that Hallie will have the 
forcefulness of Margaret Thatcher and 
the southern grace of Lady Bird John-
son. 

Mr. Speaker, we pause for this mo-
ment in time for this most happy of all 
events, the birth of a new baby girl. 

So there’s a new yellow rose in Texas 
tonight that will obviously bring more 
warmth and beauty to our world. After 
all, Mr. Speaker, there is nothing like 
a little girl. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

MURPHY of Connecticut). Under the 
Speaker’s announced policy of January 
18, 2007, and under a previous order of 
the House, the following Members will 
be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

MERIDIA INITIATIVE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, as a former 
prosecutor and long-time judge in 
Texas, I’m concerned about, of course, 
drugs and corruption, especially on the 
international border between the 
United States and Mexico. I have great 
sympathy and compassion for the 
Mexicans living just south of the bor-
der, especially those that have had the 
problem of dealing with the drug car-
tels. It’s an epidemic that occurs on 
our southern border with Mexico. 

According to the DEA, 500 people 
were murdered in Nuevo Laredo re-
cently. Most of those cases were never 
solved, and many of those individuals 
were peace officers. There have been 
400 kidnappings in Nuevo Laredo; 41 of 
them were Americans, and none of 
them, not one of those cases, have ever 
been solved. And we understand now 
that behind most of those crimes of vi-
olence of murder and kidnappings are 
the drug cartels. What you might be 
surprised, Mr. Speaker, to find out is 
that many of those people involved in 
the drug cartels are former individuals 
in the Mexican military that were 
trained in the United States. 

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity has reported that in the last 10 
years also, there have been 250 docu-
mented cases of incursions by sus-
pected Mexican military units into the 
United States. Most of them in Texas, 
California, and Arizona. Recently, I 
have been in a place called Neely Pass 
in Hudspeth County where the Mexican 
military was photographed coming into 
the United States. 

In order to gain control of access cor-
ridors into the United States, drug car-
tels are hiring hit men from the elite 
Mexican military force, and this group 
is known as the Zetas. The Zetas are 
military deserters that are trained in 
the United States at the School of the 
Americas in Fort Benning, Georgia, as 
an elite force of anti-drug commandos. 
But unfortunately, after they were 
trained by Americans, they went over 
to the dark side. They were sent by the 
Mexican government to the U.S.-Mex-
ico border to combat drug trafficking, 
but they switched sides, deserted the 
Mexican military, and worked for the 
drug cartels. Officials suspect that 
there are more than 200 Zetas, includ-
ing former Mexican police officers. 

And the problem isn’t just at the bor-
der, either. The Zetas operate in the 
United States. Authorities have be-
lieved that the drug cartels and the 
Zetas are responsible for murders in 
the United States. 

And there’s a second group. The sec-
ond group is called the Kaibiles. The 
Kaibiles were a special operations force 
in the Guatemalan military. Like the 
Zetas, many of them received training 
in the United States in counter-insur-
gency operations. And like the Zetas, 
many of them deserted the special 
forces and began to help the drug car-
tels. 

Mr. Speaker, I have here a photo-
graph taken by sheriff’s deputies on 
the Texas-Mexico border, and this is a 
group of the Kaibiles. You notice they 
are all in uniform; they all have hoods 
on them. You notice the first person in 
the front is carrying an AK–47, and 
they’re bringing cocaine into the 
United States in backpacks, and this is 
what has happened to these individuals 
that were trained in the United States 
and switched sides. 

Now, the reason I bring all of this up, 
Mr. Speaker, is there is an initiative 
called the Meridia Initiative where the 
United States government is proposing 
to send $1.5 billion in training and 
equipment south of the American bor-
der into Mexico to help combat drug 
trafficking. While this may sound well 
and good, unfortunately, the truth of 
the matter is that we cannot trust the 
local officials on the Mexican side of 
the border because of the high rate of 
corruption because of these individuals 
that continue to switch sides. And it 
would be very unfortunate indeed if we 
sent equipment to the northern portion 
of Mexico, south of the American bor-
der, turned over this military equip-
ment to the Mexican military to have 
it used against us as shown in this pho-
tograph. 
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