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conducted at the lab did not stop on Decem-
ber 31, 1975, and sadly, neither did the harm-
ful exposures to radiation that has caused
many of these cancers. Post-1975 claimants
have done the same work and been diag-
nosed with the same illnesses. These
radiogenic cancers are not constrained by cal-
endar years, and nor should be the com-
pensation to employees and their families.

Madam Speaker, claimants and their fami-
lies have made great strides in achieving
some small measure of justice from the Fed-
eral Government. There are many, however,
who continue to fight the battle not only with
their illnesses, but with the government simul-
taneously. The EEOICPA program was de-
signed to put the burden of proof on the gov-
ernment, not on the claimant. Unfortunately,
that has not been the way the program is op-
erating. The SEC designation for LANL was
an important step towards rectifying this situa-
tion, but the Ray Ruiz Special Exposure Co-
hort Act will help provide much deserved com-
pensation to the many other cold war heroes
who have tragically fallen through the cracks.

| urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion.

———

TRIBUTE TO WAPSIE VALLEY
WARRIORS

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2008

Mr. BRALEY of lowa. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the outstanding results
achieved by the Wapsie Valley Warriors foot-
ball team at the State Football Tournament in
Cedar Falls this past fall.

Falling short in last years championship
game, the Warriors were determined to not let
history repeat itself once again. The top
ranked Warriors (13-0) would not disappoint,
pushing to a 22-14 win over the Lawton-
Bronson Eagles. For twelve Warrior seniors, it
didn’t get much better than that.

| congratulate the Warriors for winning the
lowa class A state championship. This hard
fought journey to the championship title gives
Wapsie its fourth state title in history and its
first since 1997. It is especially rewarding with
the added pressure of a number one ranking
from the season’s outset.

Madam Speaker, | am extremely proud of
the accomplishments of the Warrior football
team, both on and off the field, and | am
proud to serve them in Congress.

COMMEMORATING DUANE
MUNFORT HILL OF UKIAH, CALI-
FORNIA FOR HIS OUTSTANDING
CONTRIBUTIONS TO AFFORD-
ABLE HOUSING

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 8, 2008

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor Duane Hill, af-
fordable housing trailblazer and friend, upon
his retirement after 33 years as founder and
executive director of Rural Community Hous-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

ing Development Corporation. Based in Ukiah,
Mendocino County, RCHDC is Northern Cali-
fornia’s largest rural nonprofit housing devel-
opment organization.

Duane Hill recognized the overwhelming
need for affordable housing in rural areas
when cities were receiving substantial housing
subsidies and few resources were being dis-
tributed in rural areas. He assembled a board
of influential volunteers and embarked on a
campaign of community awareness and public
education that led to the incorporation of the
Rural Communities Housing Development
Corporation in 1975.

Under Duane Hill’'s leadership, RCHDC
grew from its original $500 investment and
staff of two to its current $3.3 million operating
budget with assets worth more than $200 mil-
lion. The agency has built 19 developments
from the ground up that together provide 528
affordable rental apartments. By purchasing
nine large housing developments, RCHDC
also preserved 400 units of rental housing that
were in danger of conversion to market-rate.

The agency has provided first-time home-
buyers with more than 350 self-help homes in
30 subdivisions scattered throughout rural
Northern California, and has 126 more in de-
velopment. RCHDC now manages 1,000 af-
fordable housing units and serves between
1500 and 2000 people annually. The agency
also has $30 million worth of future projects in
the pipeline. In 2008, RCHDC will complete
rehabilitation of 144 new units in Del Norte
County, one of the most underserved areas of
the State, as well as an additional 50 units in
Humboldt County. In Kelseyville, RCHDC’s
new farm worker housing will not only provide
agricultural workers with a suitable place to
live, but will also help to ensure the viability of
agriculture as an economic, employment and
cultural resource for Lake County.

Duane’s steadfast resolve to see projects
through to completion, coupled with his un-
canny ability to build consensus and marshal
both human and financial resources has cre-
ated an inventory of affordable housing stock
that has served as both a home and a spring-
board to upward mobility for thousands of low-
income rural Californians.

He is on the forefront of campaigns for
housing bonds and community development
funding. He built his own “self-help” home and
started a program for RCHDC employees to
do the same. Under Duane Hill's leadership,
RCHDC has become nationally recognized as
an innovator in rural housing development.
The California Housing Consortium inducted
RCHDC into the Affordable Housing Hall of
Fame. Just last month, Duane received the
prestigious National NeighborWorks Associa-
tion’s 2008 Lifetime Achievement award

Madam Speaker, Duane Hill has earned the
respect of his colleagues and community.
Through visionary leadership, technical exper-
tise and quiet persuasion, Duane Hill has in-
vented, built and sustained the community de-
velopment movement in rural Northern Cali-
fornia. For these reasons and for the lasting
impact RCHDC continues to have in rural
Northern California, it is appropriate that we
honor Duane Munfort Hill.

May 8, 2008

NATIONAL CHILDCARE PROVIDER
APPRECIATION DAY

HON. BARBARA CUBIN

OF WYOMING
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2008

Mrs. CUBIN. Madam Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize May 9th 2008 as National Childcare
Provider Appreciation Day. Started in 1996 by
a group of volunteers, this is an occasion to
recognize the tireless efforts of providers who
care for the children of working parents.
Today, | join a chorus of state and local gov-
ernment proclamations, business and commu-
nity events and the personal acknowledgment
of providers by the parents themselves.

It takes a special kind of person to work in
the childcare field, which is so critical to qual-
ity family life and the early childhood develop-
ment of millions of Americans. Our Nation’s
childcare providers are all too often unsung
heroes, making the recognition of National
Child Provider Appreciation by this body that
much more important.

Childcare is also an important component of
our Nation’s economy. The National Child
Care Association has estimated that there are
nearly 2.8 million childcare providers in the
United States and that nearly 12 million under
age 5 are in their care. Moreover, healthy fam-
ilies contribute immeasurably to healthy work-
places.

Many regions in my home State of Wyoming
are experiencing population increases due to
growth in the energy sector of our economy.
Like other aspects of Wyoming’s infrastruc-
ture, Wyoming’s childcare community is being
challenged by this growth and the increased
demand for childcare services. | am proud to
recognize Wyoming’s childcare providers for
their valuable contribution to Wyoming’s com-
munities in this time of transition.

With that, | commend our Nation’s childcare
providers and invite my colleagues to do the
same on National Childcare Provider Appre-
ciation Day.

——————

COMMENDING AMTRAK ON
NATIONAL TRAIN DAY

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2008

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to highlight the importance of passenger
rail in the United States and express my sup-
port for Amtrak in conjunction with National
Train Day on May 10th, 2008.

National Train Day marks the 139th anniver-
sary of the “golden spike” being driven into
the ground at Promontory Summit, Utah, in
1869. The “golden spike” bound the last tie
connecting the last rail that united the Central
Pacific Railroad with the Union Pacific Rail-
road, connecting the United States by rail from
coast to coast.

The transcontinental railroad was born
thanks to the support of President Abraham
Lincoln. He, along with Civil War leaders, envi-
sioned and planned the creation of the rail-
road. Not only did the completion of the rail-
road result in the ability to deliver goods and
people across the country, it ultimately bound
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