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NON ENERGY POLICY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, as gasoline
prices soar, as our truckers are about
to sit on the side of the road because
they can’t get enough money to buy
fuel for those diesel trucks that they’re
driving up and down our highways to
deliver goods, people are wondering,
how did we get here?

Well, there are several reasons how
we got in this mess, and Congress is
partly to blame. First of all, we had
this theory that ethanol is going to
save us all, so we subsidized the pro-
duction of ethanol. What that has done
is drive food prices up around the
world, because in the United States, in-
stead of eating corn or letting it go to
feed our beef, we’re burning it in our
vehicles, and that’s caused world food
prices to go up, not just in the United
States but all over the world.

Costco and Sam’s Club are now ra-
tioning rice. Who would have thought
in this year, 2008, in America we can’t
buy rice because we’re tilling up our
soil and burning crops. We’re also find-
ing out that ethanol can’t save us all
because, promised to be a nonpollut-
ant, that’s wrong. Science Magazine
has now reported that ethanol causes
more pollution than that nasty old
crude oil that we produce. There are a
lot of reasons for that. One of those
reasons is because it takes a lot of fer-
tilizer to produce corn, and that fer-
tilizer runs down the Mississippi River.
And when it gets down in the Gulf of
Mexico that nitrogen in the fertilizer
kills everything, except algae, and that
is called a dead zone. Dead, because
nothing is there except algae.

So what we ought to do is quit the
subsidies to ethanol. Let the world
market handle whether we should use
ethanol or not and stop those subsidies.

The second thing that’s a problem
but we don’t talk much about is the
value of the American dollar gets less
and less on the world market. It’s less
this week than it was last week. Why?
Because the Federal Reserve doesn’t
regulate the dollar. It regulates inter-
est rates. Well, maybe that isn’t just
what the Constitution says. When in
doubt, sometimes we ought to just read
the Constitution. It says Congress has
the responsibility ‘‘to coin money and
regulate the value thereof.”” We have
the responsibility to set the price on
the dollar and we should do so. Sta-
bilize the dollar so it doesn’t cost us
more to buy gasoline every week. That
is our responsibility and we can’t pass
it off to someone else.

Third. The crude oil supply in the
United States, which we still drive our
cars based upon crude oil production, is
getting less. It’s an economic fact that
third graders learn—the less supply
you have, the higher rate of cost. And,
of course, those oil companies that ev-
erybody wants to punish, the American
0il companies only control 10 percent
of the world market. Foreign coun-
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tries, foreign dictators like Chavez
down there in Venezuela and OPEC,
they set the price on crude oil in the
world, not American oil companies. So
we need to take care of ourselves.

Now here’s a map, Mr. Speaker. We
drill off the coast of Texas, where I'm
from, we drill off Louisiana and part of
Mississippi and Alabama. But you see
all these red zones here? Even off the
sacred coast of California, there’s crude
oil out there and we can drill for crude
oil but this Congress won’t let us take
care of ourselves. Why? Because the en-
vironmental lobby is so strong in this
Congress that they have had fear tac-
tics that prevent us from drilling here,
off the east coast, and way up here in
ANWR in Alaska. Open up the Outer
Continental Shelf and start drilling.

You might be interested to know
right here off of Florida, 47.5 miles,
there’s a new rig going out there and
it’s built by the Chinese and the Cu-
bans because there’s an oil field out
there. But we won’t drill there.

So we need to drill offshore. And we
need to let our refineries produce more.
They’re producing all they can and be-
cause they can only produce so much,
we’re importing gasoline into this
country for the first time, or one of the
first times in our history.

We haven’t built a new refinery in 30
years. Why? Silly environmental re-
strictions. Nobody wants pollution, but
we need to get back to common sense
and let our refineries refine.

Right here where I represent in
southeast Texas, most of the refineries
for this country are right there. Pro-
duces 22 percent of the Nation’s jet
fuel.

Now let’s talk about jet fuel. This
Congress passed a bill recently that
says we cannot explore or take crude
oil out of the tar sands in Canada. Can-
ada is one of our biggest importers of
crude oil.

Now what does that mean? That
means because the crude oil is in the
sand, we can’t take it into the United
States. Well, who uses that? The
United States Air Force turns that into
jet fuel. Doesn’t anybody understand
we’re at war? Our airplanes need to be
flying. But because of this Congress,
they cannot import that. And now
where are we going to get our jet fuel
to fuel the Air Force? Silly restriction
passed by this Congress. So let’s re-
move that restriction as well.

Some people say, Well, let’s tax those
mean old oil companies. We’ll show
them. Also, we’ll tax people to drive.
Let me tell you something. That idea
is to punish people who drive. Now
where I live, down here in southeast
Texas, we don’t have any subways. No-
body rides a choo-choo train to work.
The closest subway is in Dallas, 250
miles away. They drive pickup trucks
because they work the land, they farm
the land, and they can’t buy the diesel
fuel to run their trucks.

So here are some ideas, Mr. Speaker,
that we ought to do and change the
policy that this Congress has imple-
mented.
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And that’s just the way it is.

ENERGY PLAN NOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. BARRETT) for 1
minute.

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

This past week for the first time,
some Americans paid $4 a gallon for
gas. The national average for regular
unleaded gasoline now is $3.61 a gallon.
Americans have never paid such a tre-
mendous amount of their hard-earned
dollars on gasoline, Mr. Speaker, and
the high gasoline prices are taking a
toll on their pocketbooks.

Many issues are responsible for the
higher gas prices, but in order to lessen
America’s dependency on foreign and
unstable energy sources, we need to be
looking right here at home. We’re rely-
ing too much on foreign energy sources
and our dependency on these sources is
a risk for our national security. We
have natural and technological re-
sources to support domestic production
and find oil sources here at home. We
can increase our domestic energy ex-
ploration and production in the U.S.
while also utilizing alternative energy
sources such as hydrogen, wind and
solar power.

Citizens can’t afford the price of gas.
For our people, for our country, the
majority must bring an energy solu-
tion to the floor now so that American
families are no longer paying an un-
precedented $4 a gallon for gas.

—————

RECOGNIZING EAGLE SCOUT
CHARLES “ANDREW’ WILKINS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. WITTMAN) for 1 minute.

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Charles ‘‘Andrew’’
Wilkins, a great young man who has
exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America,
Troop 250, and in earning the most
prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Andrew has been an active member of
his Scout troop, participating in many
activities. Over the many years An-
drew has been involved with Scouting,
he has earned 21 merit badges, spent 47
nights camping, and served as Senior
Patrol Leader for 2 years. Andrew was
also elected to be a member of the
Order of the Arrow, scouting’s national
camping honor society.

For his Eagle Scout project, Andrew
coordinated the construction of the
Northumberland County Fallen Heroes
Memorial located in front of the sher-
iff’s office in Heathsville, Virginia.
This monument is a memorial to Dep-
uty Sheriff John Sanford who was
killed in the line of duty in 2005.

Andrew is a senior at Northumber-
land High School, and plans to con-
tinue serving his community and our
country in the United States Coast
Guard.
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