May 1, 2008

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized
to meet on Thursday, May 1, at 9:30
a.m. in room 562 of the Dirksen Senate
Office Building to conduct a hearing
entitled Indian Energy Development—
Regaining Self-Determination Over
Reservation Resources.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate Committee on the Judiciary be au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate, to conduct a hearing on Ju-
dicial nominations on Thursday, May
1, 2008, at 2:15 p.m., in room SD-226 of
the Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on May 1, 2008, at 2:30 p.m. to
hold a closed hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia is recognized.

TEMPORARY EXTENSION OF THE
FARM SECURITY AND RURAL IN-
VESTMENT ACT OF 2002

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President,
a procedural matter. I ask unanimous
consent the Senate proceed to the im-
mediate consideration of S. 2954, intro-
duced earlier today by Senator HARKIN.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 2954) to amend Public Law 110-196
to provide for a temporary extension of pro-
grams authorized by the Farm Security and
Rural Investment Act of 2002 beyond May 2,
2008.

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I
ask if there is objection to proceeding?

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, reserving
the right to object, and I will not ob-
ject, I came to the floor last night to
speak to a time extension for our col-
leagues on the farm bill.

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. This would fol-
low both you and Senator NELSON.

Mr. CRAIG. I am speaking to the
unanimous consent request and the ex-
tension, and I think it is appropriate at
this time. It appears our colleagues
have labored hard and long. We believe
we have a compromise for the farm
bill. This gives them adequate time to
refine it and bring it to floor as a con-
ference report for final consideration.

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. I am informed
we have to get this bill to the House
right away.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. I ask unani-
mous consent that the bill be read
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three times and passed, the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table with,
no intervening action or debate, and
any statements related to the bill be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 2954) was read the third
time and passed, as follows:

S. 2954

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ADDITIONAL TEMPORARY EXTEN-
SION OF AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS
AND SUSPENSION OF PERMANENT
PRICE SUPPORT AUTHORITIES.
Effective April 25, 2008, section 1 of Public
Law 110-196 (122 Stat. 653) (as amended by
Public Law 110-200 (122 Stat. 695) and Public
Law 110-205 (122 Stat. 713)) is amended—
(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘“May 2,
2008’ and inserting ‘‘May 16, 2008’’; and
(2) in subsection (d), by striking ‘“May 2,
2008’ and inserting ‘‘May 16, 2008”’.

————
RATIFYING A LAND CONVEYANCE

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate im-
mediately proceed to the consideration
of H.R. 3522, which was received from
the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 3522) to ratify a conveyance of
a portion of the Jicarilla Apache Reservation
to Rio Arriba County, State of New Mexico,
pursuant to the settlement of litigation be-
tween the Jicarilla Apache Nation and Rio
Arriba County, State of New Mexico, to au-
thorize issuance of a patent for said lands,
and to change the exterior boundary of the
Jicarilla Apache Reservation accordingly,
and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
read three times and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate, and any statements related to the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 3522) was read the third
time and passed.

———

MAKING TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS
IN THE ENROLLMENT OF H.R. 493

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H. Con. Res. 340, received from
the House and at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 340)
to make technical corrections in the enroll-
ment of the bill H.R. 493.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.
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Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the concur-
rent resolution be agreed to and the
motion to reconsider be laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 340) was agreed to.

———————

NATIONAL CHILD CARE WORTHY
WAGE DAY

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the HELP
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of H. Con. Res. 112 and
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the concurrent
resolution by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 112)
supporting the goals and ideas of a National
Child Care Worthy Wage Day.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the concur-
rent resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, and the motions to
reconsider be laid upon the table, with
no intervening action or debate, and
any statements related to the measure
be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 112) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

———

REGARDING NEED FOR IRAQ
RECONSTRUCTION ASSISTANCE

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 709, S. Res. 494.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 494) expressing the
sense of the Senate on the need for Iraq’s
neighbors and other international partners
to fulfill their pledges to provide reconstruc-
tion assistance to Iraq.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution,
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, without
amendment, and with an amendment
to the preamble, as follows:

(Omit the part struck through and
insert the part printed in italic.)

S. RES. 494

Whereas a sustained flow of international
economic reconstruction assistance to the
Government of Iraq and provincial and re-
gional authorities in Iraq is essential to the
restoration of basic services in Iraq, job cre-
ation, and the future stabilization of that
country;
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Whereas reconstruction assistance should
be administered in a transparent, account-
able, and equitable manner in order to help
alleviate sectarian grievances and facilitate
national political reconciliation;

Whereas the United States has already
spent approximately [$29,000,000,000 on re-
construction assistance and Congress has au-
thorized the expenditure of an additional
$16,500,000,0001 $18,500,000,000 on reconstruction
assistance and Congress has authorized the ex-
penditure of $24,000,000,000 for reconstruction
assistance;

Whereas, on December 18, 2007, the Govern-
ment Accountability Office (GAO) reported
that, as of October 2007, international donors
had pledged a total of approximately
$16,400,000,000 in support of Iraq’s reconstruc-
tion since 2003, of which roughly
$13,600,000,000 was pledged at an October 2003
donor conference in Madrid, Spain;

Whereas the GAO reported that inter-
national donors have provided only approxi-
mately $7,000,000,000 for reconstruction as-
sistance, or less than half of the original
pledged amount;

Whereas the conclusion reached by the
Iraq Study Group (ISG) in December 2006
that ‘“‘[ilnternational support for Iraqi recon-
struction has been tepid” remains true and
reinforces the ISG’s subsequent rec-
ommendation that ‘‘[a]n essential part of re-
construction efforts in Iraq should be greater
involvement by and with international part-
ners, who should do more than just con-
tribute money. . . . [t]They should also ac-
tively participate in the design and construc-
tion of projects’’;

Whereas Iraq’s regional neighbors, in par-
ticular, carry a special imperative to bolster
reconstruction assistance efforts to Iraq,
given the vital importance of a peaceful and
secure Iraq to their security interests and
overall regional stability; and

Whereas those countries have prospered in
recent years due to the rising price of their
oil exports and enjoy expanded government
revenue from which funds could be allocated
for reconstruction assistance to Iraq: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) Iraq’s neighbors and other key inter-
national partners should fully carry through
on previous pledges of reconstruction assist-
ance to the Government of Iraq, working to
mitigate and circumvent, where necessary,
potential obstacles to the effective imple-
mentation of those pledges; and

(2) the United States should consider a rec-
ommendation proposed by the Iraq Study
Group to merge reconstruction assistance
funds provided by the United States with
funds from international donors and Iraqi
participants to help ensure that assistance
projects in Iraq are carried out in the most
rapid and efficient manner possible.

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I
further ask that the amendment which
is at the desk be agreed to; the resolu-
tion, as amended, be agreed to; the
amendment to the preamble be agreed
to; the preamble, as amended, be
agreed to; the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate, and that any
statements relating to this matter be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 4653) was agreed
to, as follows:

On page 3, beginning on line 9, strike
“to merge reconstruction assistance
funds provided by the United States
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with funds” and insert ‘“‘to coordinate
United States reconstruction assist-
ance funds, in whatever form they are
provided, with funds’’.

The resolution (S. Res.
amended, was agreed to.

The amendment to the preamble was
agreed to.

The preamble, as
agreed to.

The resolution, as amended, with its
preamble, as amended, reads as follows:

S. REs. 494

Whereas a sustained flow of international
economic reconstruction assistance to the
Government of Iraq and provincial and re-
gional authorities in Iraq is essential to the
restoration of basic services in Iraq, job cre-
ation, and the future stabilization of that
country;

Whereas reconstruction assistance should
be administered in a transparent, account-
able, and equitable manner in order to help
alleviate sectarian grievances and facilitate
national political reconciliation;

Whereas the United States has already
spent approximately $18,500,000,000 on recon-
struction assistance and Congress has au-
thorized the expenditure of $24,000,000,000 for
reconstruction assistance;

Whereas, on December 18, 2007, the Govern-
ment Accountability Office (GAO) reported
that, as of October 2007, international donors
had pledged a total of approximately
$16,400,000,000 in support of Iraq’s reconstruc-
tion since 2003, of  which roughly
$13,600,000,000 was pledged at an October 2003
donor conference in Madrid, Spain;

Whereas the GAO reported that inter-
national donors have provided only approxi-
mately $7,000,000,000 for reconstruction as-
sistance, or less than half of the original
pledged amount;

Whereas the conclusion reached by the
Iraq Study Group (ISG) in December 2006
that ‘“‘[ilnternational support for Iraqi recon-
struction has been tepid’ remains true and
reinforces the ISG’s subsequent rec-
ommendation that ‘‘[a]n essential part of re-
construction efforts in Iraq should be greater
involvement by and with international part-
ners, who should do more than just con-
tribute money. . . . [tlhey should also ac-
tively participate in the design and construc-
tion of projects’’;

Whereas Iraq’s regional neighbors, in par-
ticular, carry a special imperative to bolster
reconstruction assistance efforts to Iraq,
given the vital importance of a peaceful and
secure Iraq to their security interests and
overall regional stability; and

Whereas those countries have prospered in
recent years due to the rising price of their
oil exports and enjoy expanded government
revenue from which funds could be allocated
for reconstruction assistance to Iraq: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) Iraq’s neighbors and other key inter-
national partners should fully carry through
on previous pledges of reconstruction assist-
ance to the Government of Iraq, working to
mitigate and circumvent, where necessary,
potential obstacles to the effective imple-
mentation of those pledges; and

(2) the United States should consider a rec-
ommendation proposed by the Iraq Study
Group to coordinate United States recon-
struction assistance funds, in whatever form
they are provided, with funds from inter-
national donors and Iraqi participants to
help ensure that assistance projects in Iraq
are carried out in the most rapid and effi-
cient manner possible.

494), as

amended, was
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NATIONAL DRUG COURT MONTH

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Judiciary
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of S. Res. 534 and that
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 534) designating the
month of May 2008 as ‘‘National Drug Court
Month.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
and the preamble be agreed to en bloc,
the motions to reconsider be laid upon
the table en bloc, and any statements
relating thereto be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 534

Whereas drug courts provide focus and
leadership for community-wide partnerships,
bringing together public safety and public
health professionals in the fight against drug
abuse and criminality;

Whereas 60 percent to 80 percent of drug of-
fenders sentenced to prison and over 40 per-
cent sentenced to probation recidivate, and
whereas fewer than 17 percent of drug court
graduates recidivate;

Whereas the results of more than 100 pro-
gram evaluations and at least 3 experimental
studies have yielded evidence that drug
courts greatly improve substance abuse
treatment outcomes, substantially reduce
crime, and produce significant societal bene-
fits;

Whereas drug courts transform over 120,000
addicts each year in the adult, juvenile, and
family court systems into drug-free, produc-
tive citizens;

Whereas judges, prosecutors, defense attor-
neys, substance abuse treatment and reha-
bilitation professionals, law enforcement and
community supervision personnel, research-
ers and educators, national and community
leaders, and others dedicated to drug courts
and similar types of treatment programs are
healing families and communities across the
country; and

Whereas the drug court movement has
grown from the 12 original drug courts in
1994 to over 2,000 operational drug courts as
of December 2007: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the month of May 2008 as
“National Drug Court Month’’;

(2) encourages the people of the United
States and interested groups to observe the
month with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities;

(3) encourages leaders across the United
States to increase the use of drug courts by
instituting sustainable drug courts and other
treatment-based alternatives to prison in all
3,143 counties in the United States, which
serve the vast majority of the highest-need
citizens in the justice system; and

(4) supports the goal of robustly funding
the Drug Court Discretionary Grant Pro-
gram and other treatment-based alternatives

534) was
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