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to a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak for up to 
10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

CORPORAL BENJAMIN K. BROSH 
Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I rise 

today to honor the life of Army Cor-
poral Benjamin Brosh, of the 2nd Bat-
talion, 327th Infantry Regiment, 1st 
Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne 
Division, out of Fort Campbell, KY. 
Corporal Brosh was killed last week in 
Balad, Iraq, when a car packed with ex-
plosives detonated near his position at 
Forward Operating Base Anaconda. He 
was 22 years old. 

Corporal Brosh has roots in Mis-
sissippi and Colorado, where his moth-
er still lives and where he loved to ski. 
Those who knew him remember his en-
ergy, sense of humor, his love for his 
family, and his commitment to the 
Army and to the soldiers with whom he 
served. 

He entered the Army in 2006, shortly 
after experiencing and enduring the 
devastation that Hurricane Katrina 
wrought on his community. The storm 
stirred Benjamin to understand his gift 
for helping others in times of need. Al-
though the storm had badly damaged 
his own crabbing business, which he 
had built out of his childhood love for 
fishing, Benjamin spent the days and 
weeks after the storm helping his fam-
ily and friends dig out from the wreck-
age. ‘‘He just worked like a Trojan, and 
didn’t want anything from it,’’ recalls 
a family friend whose home Benjamin 
cleared of mud and debris. 

He carried his dreams of helping oth-
ers into the Army and then to Iraq, 
where, amid the violence of firefights 
and roadside bombs, he remained fo-
cused on doing what he could to help 
ordinary Iraqis rebuild their lives. Ben-
jamin’s father recalls how much he en-
joyed delivering soccer balls to Iraqi 
children and then challenging them to 
a pickup game. In a war zone wrought 
with confusion and tragedy it is hard 
to imagine a gesture of humanity more 
powerful than that of an American sol-
dier joining with Iraqi kids in a soccer 
match. 

Corporal Brosh’s passion for assisting 
others was matched only by his com-
mitment to protecting the soldier next 
to him. He was a pillar of his unit, sus-
taining his fellow soldiers with his 
good spirits, optimism, and courage. He 
dispensed advice and encouragement 
and, ultimately, offered his life to pro-
tect his unit. 

The words we offer to honor Corporal 
Brosh cannot begin to describe the her-
oism of his daily work or the depth of 
his character and convictions. From 
his memory, though, we draw a model 
for service and duty to which we can 
all aspire. 

At a 1963 gathering remembering the 
life of the poet Robert Frost, President 
John F. Kennedy reminded the crowd 

that, ‘‘A nation reveals itself not only 
by the men it produces, but also by the 
men it honors, the men it remembers.’’ 

Our Nation tends to recognize those 
men and women of wide acclaim, with 
whose accomplishments we are already 
familiar. This, however, is a time of he-
roes. Over a million and a half Ameri-
cans have left their families for deploy-
ments to Iraq and Afghanistan. Ben-
jamin Brosh, a young man who learned 
his power to help others in the wake of 
Hurricane Katrina, gave even more 
than most. He lent his character, he 
lent his optimism, and he lent his life 
to his country. If a nation, as President 
Kennedy suggests, reveals itself by the 
citizens it produces, then Corporal 
Brosh is America at our finest. He is a 
patriot and a hero. 

To Benjamin Brosh’s parents, James 
and Barbara, and to all his friends and 
family, our thoughts and prayers are 
with you. I hope that, in time, your 
grief will be assuaged by the pride you 
must feel in Benjamin’s service and by 
the honor he bestowed upon his coun-
try. This Nation will never forget him. 

SERGEANT DAVID ‘‘DJ’’ STELMAT 
Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I rise 

today to honor U.S. Army Sergeant 
David Stelmat of Littleton, NH. On 
March 22, 2008, Sergeant Stelmat was 
tragically taken from us, along with 
two fellow soldiers from the North 
Carolina Army National Guard’s 1132 
Military Police Company, when his 
humvee encountered an improvised ex-
plosive device in Bagdad, Iraq. At only 
27 years old, SGT David Stelmat, or DJ 
as he was known to his friends and 
family, will always be remembered as 
an adventurous, fun-loving young man 
who enjoyed the outdoors. 

The attacks of September 11, 2001, 
were the worst our Nation has ever ex-
perienced. Terrorists hijacked commer-
cial airplanes, turned them into weap-
ons, and brutally steered them into the 
World Trade Center Towers in New 
York, the Pentagon only miles from 
here, and the last plane lost on a field 
in Pennsylvania as a result of the he-
roic stance of the passengers aboard. It 
has become part of New Hampshire lore 
that in the wake of this tragedy, when 
our Nation was looking to heal itself, 
DJ, a 1998 graduate of Profile High 
School, along with a friend, climbed to 
the top of the Old Man of the Mountain 
and placed an American flag in the 
iconic profile. Pictures of DJ’s action 
quickly spread and served as a patri-
otic symbol of our State and our coun-
try. 

Upon returning home from military 
service to our Nation as part of the in-
fantry in Afghanistan, DJ attended the 
New Hampshire Technical Institute in 
his ardent desire to become an emer-
gency medical technician. I am sure 
that this patriotic need to help our Na-
tion heal after September 11 came from 
the same source of motivation which 
led to his burning desire to achieve his 
goal of military service as a combat 
medic. 

In January 2006, DJ joined the New 
Hampshire National Guard’s 237th Mili-

tary Police Company. In August of 
that year he completed training as a 
health care specialist. After receiving 
training, he deployed with the 1132nd 
Military Police Company. As a testa-
ment to his service, Sergeant Stelmat’s 
awards include a Bronze Star, Purple 
Heart, Army Good Conduct Medal, Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, Iraq 
Campaign Medal, Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Medal, Armed Forces 
Reserve Medal with ‘‘M’’ device, Army 
Service Ribbon, Overseas Service Rib-
bon, Combat Action Badge, Expert 
Rifle Weapons Qualification Badge, and 
an Overseas Service Bar. 

My deepest sympathy, condolences 
and prayers go out to DJ’s loved ones, 
especially his parents. The service and 
sacrifice of Sergeant Stelmat remind 
me of the words of another son of New 
Hampshire, Daniel Webster, who said, 
‘‘What a man does for others, not what 
they do for him, gives him immor-
tality.’’ As combat medic, there is no 
doubt but that DJ put his country and 
his fellow soldiers before himself. For 
this selflessness, we are eternally 
grateful. May God bless U.S. Army Ser-
geant DJ Stelmat. 

f 

COMMEMORATION OF THE 265TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF 
THOMAS JEFFERSON 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, on 
April 13, 2008, America celebrated the 
265th anniversary of the birth of Thom-
as Jefferson, who first served as Vice 
President and then subsequently was 
elected as the Nation’s third President 
in 1801. He deemed his proudest 
achievement to be the ‘‘Father of the 
University of Virginia.’’ 

As part of the national celebration, 
President and Mrs. Bush invited distin-
guished scholars and others to pay 
tribute to the extraordinary achieve-
ments of this great American. I was 
privileged to attend along with John 
Casteen, current president of the Uni-
versity of Virginia, and many other in-
vited guests from the Commonwealth 
of Virginia. 

Given the importance of this occa-
sion and the respectful tributes deliv-
ered by the President, the First Lady, 
and two eminent scholars, I wish to 
record this event for the American peo-
ple. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BARB HESS 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 
would like to take a few moments to 
pay tribute to a remarkable teacher 
who has touched the lives of countless 
students in Davenport, IA. Miss Barb 
Hess is retiring after 46 years teaching 
various social studies courses at Dav-
enport Central High School. 

Many of us can think back to one fa-
vorite teacher who stands out amongst 
all the rest; who because of a unique 
combination of personality and teach-
ing skills, was able to spark an interest 
in a certain subject or learning in gen-
eral. Miss Hess has been such a teacher 
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