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by the secretary of Interior. The manage-
ment plan will describe comprehensive poli-
cies, goals, strategies, and recommendations
for telling the story of the Journey Through
Hallowed Ground National Heritage Area
and encouraging long-term resource protec-
tion, enhancement, interpretation, funding,
management, and development of the Area.
The authorization is limited to $15 million
total. The legislation also requires a non-fed-
eral cost share match for each dollar con-
tributed by the federal government. The
Partnership must also submit an annual re-
port to the secretary for each fiscal year for
which the local coordinating entity receives
federal funds under this subtitle, which
specifies the performance goals and accom-
plishments of the local coordinating entity
and other related information, including
uses of funds and amounts of non-federal
funds leveraged in the effort. The Partner-
ship is authorized, for the purposes of pre-
paring and implementing the approved man-
agement plan for the National Heritage
Area, to use federal funds made available
under the legislation to make grants to po-
litical jurisdictions, nonprofit organizations,
and other parties within the National Herit-
age Area; enter into cooperative agreements
with or provide technical assistance to polit-
ical jurisdictions, nonprofit organizations,
federal agencies, and other interested par-
ties; hire and compensate staff, and other
purposes related to the national heritage
area.

The Journey Through Hallowed Ground
Partnership is the designated local coordi-
nating entity for this national heritage area.
The Partnership is comprised of over 150
partners, including every elected body with-
in the four-state region, including Virginia.
West Virginia, Maryland and Pennsylvania,
the convention and visitor associations of
each of the included 15 counties, and the di-
rectors of tourism from each of the four
states.

The legislation does not permit the Part-
nership to use any federal funds provided
under the Act to acquire any interest in real
property. In addition, Section 408 of the Act
sets forth numerous safeguards for private
property and makes unmistakably clear that
nothing in the Act abridges the rights of any
property owner (whether public or private),
including the right to refrain from partici-
pating in any plan, project, program, or ac-
tivity conducted within the National Herit-
age Area.

————
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OF TENNESSEE
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Thursday, April 24, 2008

Mr. COOPER. Madam Speaker, | was ab-
sent on Tuesday, April 22, and much of
Wednesday, April 23rd for personal reasons.
Had | been present Tuesday for votes, | would
have voted “yes” on each of the three votes
taken: H.R. 5151, H.R. 831, and H. Res. 981.
Had | been present Wednesday for votes, |
would have voted “no” on the motion to ad-
journ and “yes” on both H.R. 5613 and H.
Con. Res. 322. | would also have voted “yes”
on ordering the previous question and pas-
sage of the rule, H. Res. 1125, and “yes” on
all three amendments to H.R. 5819.
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ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 24, 2008

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the 93rd anniversary of the
start of the Armenian genocide, which was the
first genocide of the 20th century and sadly,
the template for a cycle of genocide that con-
tinues to this very day.

It is, by any reasonable standard, estab-
lished history that between 1915 and 1923 the
Ottoman Empire systematically killed an esti-
mated 1.5 million Armenians and drove hun-
dreds of thousands of others into exile from
their ancestral homeland. The record of this
atrocity is well documented in the United
States Archives and has been universally ac-
cepted in the International Association of
Genocide Scholars and the broader historical
and academic communities.

However, there is still debate around the
world, including here in our Nation, on whether
this incident actually qualifies as genocide. On
April 26, 1915, the New York Times reported
on the first reported purges of Armenians in
Ottoman Turkey. Later in 1915, the Times ran
a front page article about a report from the
Committee on Armenian Atrocities discussing
exactly what was happening to Armenians in
Turkey. “The report tells of children under 15
years of age thrown into the Euphrates to be
drowned; of women forced to desert infants in
their arms and to leave them by the roadside
to die; of young women and girls appropriated
by the Turks, thrown into harems, attacked or
else sold to the highest bidder, and of men
murdered and tortured.”

One can debate specific historical incidents,
but growing up in Fresno, California, the land
of William Saroyan, | heard stories shared by
grandparents from the Kezerian, Koligian and
Abramhian families about being forced to
leave their homes, the stories of the long
marches, and the random murders. Clearly,
they believed there was a systematic ap-
proach to eliminate the Armenian communities
in places that had been their homes and farms
for centuries. My Armenian friends believe this
systematic approach was among the first
genocides of the 20th century, and so do I.

Around the world, in the single, longest last-
ing and far-reaching campaign of genocide de-
nial, Turkey seeks to block recognition of this
travesty. It's against the law to even mention
the Armenian genocide in Turkey. The Arme-
nian Genocide involved the issue of man’s in-
justice to mankind, and it continued to occur
throughout the 20th century in the Holocaust,
Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia, and now in
Darfur. As leaders, we must confront this and
not allow Turkey to continue to stand alone
and ask us to believe that the Armenian geno-
cide was not genocide.

In standing up to this policy of denial, we, of
course, honor the martyrs of the genocide and
we encourage our Turkish allies and friends to
come to terms with their past. And, in a very
powerful and significant way, we reinforce our
own vital role, as Americans, in leading the
international community toward unconditional
opposition to all instances of genocide.

Last October, the House Foreign Affairs
Committee passed H. Res. 106, a resolution
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to recognize the Armenian genocide in the
United States. Unfortunately, this bill has yet
to come before the full House for a vote. Sup-
porters of this resolution are constantly told
that now isn’t the time to recognize the geno-
cide, that scholars, not Congress, should de-
termine if this event was genocide, or that
passage of this resolution will hurt our relation-
ship with Turkey. | could not disagree more
with these statements.

First, there is never a “right time” to recog-
nize genocide. Ninety-three years have
passed since the start events occurred, and
we cannot wait around for a convenient mo-
ment to recognize this truly catastrophic histor-
ical event. Secondly, the scholars have spo-
ken and the historical record is clear and thor-
oughly documented. And finally, we have seen
over and over again that Turkey’s warning of
disastrous consequences are dramatically
overstated. In fact, in nearly every instance,
Turkey’s bilateral trade has gone up with each
of the countries that have recognized the Ar-
menian genocide—including Canada, ltaly,
France, Russia, and Belgium.

Genocide is not something that can simply
be swept under the rug and forgotten. We
need leaders around the world to not only rec-
ognize it, but to condemn it so the world can
truly say, “Never Again.” The United States
cannot continue its policy of denial regarding
the Armenian genocide, and | encourage pas-
sage of H. Res. 106 to recognize the Arme-
nian genocide in our Nation.

—————

93RD ANNIVERSARY COMMEMO-
RATING THE ARMENIAN GENO-
CIDE

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 24, 2008

Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and commemorate the
93rd Anniversary of the Armenian genocide.

Since being elected to the U.S. Congress, |
have come to the floor of the House every
year to solemnly remember the atrocities that
began on April 24, 1915—when the Ottoman
government ordered the deportation of 2.5 mil-
lion Armenians and oversaw the murder 1.5
million Armenian men, women, and children.

Today, as | stand for the 10th time in rec-
ognition of the Armenian genocide, | do so
with one major distinction from years past.
This year is different because the House For-
eign Affairs Committee has formally recog-
nized the Armenian genocide. Last October,
under the leadership of the late Chairman
Tom Lantos, the Committee passed House
Resolution 106.

As a member of the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, | was proud to have been a part of this
vote. And, as a strong supporter of the Arme-
nian community, | will be proud when the full
House of Representatives considers H. Res.
106.

In 2003, during my first visit to Armenia, |
planted a tree at the genocide memorial and
paid homage to those who perished and suf-
fered. It was a somber day, just like today’s
anniversary of the Armenian genocide. We not
only participate in these events to remember
the past, but also so we never forget.

We must never forget the horrific events
that took place 93 years ago. We must never
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