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This momentous occasion has been a long 

time coming for the ever-growing veterans’ 
population along Florida’s Emerald Coast. 
With the highest veterans’ population of any 
congressional district in the Nation, many of 
the residents of Okaloosa County and the im-
mediate areas have had to drive significant 
distances for some of the most basic out-
patient care from the VA. This area was identi-
fied years ago as an underserved area for VA 
healthcare, and was marked as a priority loca-
tion for future VA construction. Now completed 
and ready to receive patients, this CBOC will 
alleviate travel time and provide efficient ac-
cess to VA healthcare for those veterans. 

Beautiful beaches, warm weather, and 
friendly neighbors encourage many to call the 
Florida panhandle ‘‘home.’’ With five military 
installations in my district alone it is little won-
der that active and retired military and nearly 
110,000 veterans make up a tremendous por-
tion of my constituency. While many already 
saw the need for improved access to VA care, 
it took a coordinated effort from many inter-
ested parties to make this event a reality. 
There was no doubt that this facility is what 
our area’s veterans needed and deserved. 

A co-sharing agreement between VA and 
the Department of Defense has been a huge 
factor in bringing about this moment. By using 
land on Eglin Air Force base, in close prox-
imity to the base hospital, veterans using the 
VA clinic have access to various DoD re-
sources and active servicemembers stationed 
there have access to part of the clinic’s spe-
cialty care. In addition, the use of DoD land 
ensures that VA does not have to deal with 
finding and acquiring land, resulting in the best 
deal for taxpayers and veterans alike. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I would like to recognize the 
efforts of all who worked toward bringing this 
important facility to Okaloosa County, Florida. 
We have an eternal debt of gratitude to our 
servicemen and women, and this much-need-
ed VA clinic is one way that we can begin to 
say thank you for ensuring that the liberty con-
tinues to shine a bright light over our country. 
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COMMEMORATING THE ARMENIAN 
GENOCIDE 

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 24, 2008 

Mr. CAPUANO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the 93rd anniversary 
of the Armenian genocide and to celebrate a 
people who despite murder, hardship, and be-
trayal have persevered. 

Throughout three decades in the late nine-
teenth and early twentieth centuries, millions 
of Armenians were systematically uprooted 
from their homeland of three thousand years 
and deported or massacred. From 1894 
through 1896, three hundred thousand Arme-
nians were ruthlessly murdered. Again in 
1909, thirty thousand Armenians were mas-
sacred in Cilicia, and their villages were de-
stroyed. 

On April 24, 1915, two hundred Armenian 
religious, political, and intellectual leaders 
were arbitrarily arrested, taken to Turkey and 
murdered. This incident marks a dark and sol-
emn period in the history the Armenian peo-

ple. From 1915 to 1923, the Ottoman Empire 
launched a systematic campaign to extermi-
nate Armenians. In eight short years, more 
than 1.5 million Armenians suffered through 
atrocities such as deportation, forced slavery 
and torture. Most were ultimately murdered. 

Many of our companions in the international 
community have already taken a final step to-
wards healing and reconciliation. The Euro-
pean Parliament and the United Nations have 
recognized and reaffirmed the Armenian 
Genocide as historical fact, as have the Rus-
sian and Greek parliaments, the Canadian 
House of Commons, the Lebanese Chamber 
of Deputies and the French National Assem-
bly. It is time for America to join the chorus 
and acknowledge the Armenians who suffered 
at the hands of the Ottoman Empire. And let 
me stress that I am not speaking of the gov-
ernment of modern day Turkey, but rather its 
predecessor, which many of Turkey’s present 
day leaders helped to remove from power. 

As I have in the past, as a member of the 
Congressional Armenian Caucus, I will con-
tinue to work with my colleagues and with the 
Armenian-Americans in my district to promote 
investment and prosperity in Armenia. And, I 
sincerely hope that this year, the U.S. will 
have the opportunity and courage to speak in 
support of the millions of Armenians who suf-
fered because of their heritage. 
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Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
remembrance of the 1.5 million men, women 
and children who were killed and the 500,000 
survivors who were expelled from their homes 
during the Armenian Genocide. Today marks 
the 93rd anniversary of the beginning of a sys-
tematic effort carried out by the Ottoman Em-
pire, which ultimately resulted in the elimi-
nation of ethnic Armenians from their historic 
homeland. 

On April 24, 1915, the Ottoman authorities 
arrested approximately 250 Armenian intellec-
tuals and community leaders in Istanbul. Fol-
lowing this episode, the military proceeded to 
round up hundreds of thousands of Armenians 
and force them to march hundreds of miles 
into present day Syria, denying them food and 
water along the way. Those that were not 
slaughtered and survived the treacherous jour-
ney were brutally raped and beaten along the 
way. 

The root of this occurrence can be attributed 
to an official policy of discrimination, which 
culminated in genocide. I urge my colleagues 
to read Samantha Powers widely acclaimed 
book, A Problem From Hell: America and the 
Age of Genocide, which clearly describes this 
as genocide. 

May we all take a moment to remember the 
victims of the Armenian Genocide, one of the 
most horrible tragedies of the 20th century. 
We remember, not so that we may dwell on 
the events of the past, but so that we may 
renew our personal commitments to never 
stand idly by and let such a tragedy happen 
again. 

COMMEMORATING THE 93RD ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ARMENIAN 
GENOCIDE 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 24, 2008 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California. 
Madam Speaker. I wish to commemorate the 
93rd anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. 
On April 23, 1915, the world suffered its first 
deliberate act of systematic mass murder of 
people of one culture by another—and the un-
speakable crime of genocide was born. The 
massacre and mistreatment of approximately 
1.5 million Armenians in the waning years of 
the Ottoman Empire epitomizes the depths of 
inhumanity that the human race is capable of. 

Out of this wretched episode of history, we 
have made a determined effort to move be-
yond hatred, to recognize mistakes, and to 
prevent similar events from occurring in the fu-
ture. It is our obligation to learn from lapses in 
moral judgment and forge safeguards for all 
oppressed, vulnerable, and subjugated peo-
ples. 

I would like to express my sympathy to the 
survivors and descendents of the Armenian 
Genocide. I hope we can all take time to re-
flect on this solemn day of remembrance. 
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HON. ED WHITFIELD 
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Thursday, April 24, 2008 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize a strong friendship that has 
proven enormously important since the begin-
ning of the Cold War. Time and time again, 
the Republic of Turkey has stood firmly with 
the United States as we have pursued our 
shared goals in a region where we have few 
steady allies. Turkey, a fellow NATO country, 
is a vital partner in our fight against extremism 
and an example of a vibrant democracy in a 
region burdened with inequality. 

Turkey’s assistance in supporting combat 
operations in Iraq and Afghanistan has been 
instrumental in our efforts to bring opportunity 
and prosperity to millions of people. Its prox-
imity to both countries has made it an ideal 
place to coordinate logistics and center supply 
routes. Over 74 percent of the air cargo that 
reaches American forces in Iraq passes 
through Incirlik Air Base in Southern Turkey, 
and around 4,000 trucks carrying fuel, food, 
and water cross into Iraq from Turkey every 
day. 

The Turkish government also has provided 
over $50 million for reconstruction efforts in 
Iraq, and another $100 million for Afghanistan. 
Turkey has committed over 800 troops and 
assumed command of the North American 
Treaty Organization (NATO) Regional Com-
mand Center in Kabul. Their Provincial Recon-
struction Team has trained over 1,900 mem-
bers of the Afghan army, treated 650,000 pa-
tients at two fully equipped hospitals and four 
clinics, and educated 37,000 young minds at 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 05:51 Apr 25, 2008 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A24AP8.020 E24APPT1w
w

oo
ds

2 
on

 P
R

O
D

P
C

68
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-14T14:08:47-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




