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building would become a trademark design of 
Claude and Stark, the architects of the EFPL. 

One hundred years later, the library still 
stands tall, in large part thanks to the vision of 
Almeron Eager. As a communitarian, Mr. 
Eager knew that free public libraries are the 
cornerstone of our democracy. A library brings 
hope and knowledge to our children, fosters 
intellectual freedom, and makes important in-
formation readily available to all citizens. The 
mission of EFPL, and so many others, to pro-
vide equal access to resources makes free 
public libraries critical to fulfilling the promise 
of a democratic society. 

Not only do our free public libraries provide 
intellectual enrichment but they also serve as 
an important community gathering place. 
Through a wide range of programs including 
discussion groups, computer classes, and 
family events, EFPL has worked tirelessly to 
give every citizen the opportunity to fulfill their 
potential and become an active participant in 
our democracy. 

For the past 100 years, these overarching 
goals have been the foundation of the library’s 
distinguished reputation and unwavering com-
mitment to equality and education. I am proud 
to join the residents of Evansville in honoring 
the family of Mr. Almeron Eager and cele-
brating the 100th anniversary of the Eager 
Free Public Library. 
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Thursday, April 24, 2008 

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, in 2006 
the world was alarmed when North Korea test-
ed a nuclear device. Since then, North Korea 
has been pressured to reveal details about its 
nuclear program, but it has blatantly defied 
transparency deadlines and Six-Party talks 
have yielded few results. 

North Korea has recently re-declared its in-
tent to provide a ‘‘complete and correct’’ dec-
laration of all its nuclear programs, but while 
the U.S. awaits this declaration, we shouldn’t 
reduce the necessary pressure required to 
hold North Korea accountable to its promises. 

The U.S. should not ease sanctions on 
North Korea until we have sufficient 
verification measures in place. Specifically, 
North Korea should not be removed from the 
list of state sponsors of terrorism until it accu-
rately declares the number of nuclear weap-
ons and the amount of fissile material it has. 
We must continue to insist on full trans-
parency and not acquiesce to deceitful North 
Korean rhetoric. 
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Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor a Tennessean on his 70th birthday 
whose scientific accomplishments have had 
an incalculable impact on the medical commu-
nity and our Nation. 

In 1969, Dr. Ronald Nutt received a PhD in 
Electrical Engineering at the University of Ten-
nessee. In the nearly 40 years which followed, 
he pioneered technology which has saved 
countless lives and brought distinction to East 
Tennessee and the University of Tennessee. 

Even those who have never heard of 
Positron Emission Tomography (PET) prob-
ably know someone who has been helped by 
it. PET is a non-invasive technique which can 
map the entire body with molecular imaging. 

Pioneered and internationally marketed by 
Dr. Nutt, PET is a critical tool today in medi-
cine, and the method is widely used in the 
fields of oncology, cardiology, and neurology. 
PET has saved countless lives by innovatively 
detecting tumors, improving biopsies, and 
helping to determine the stage of a disease. 
The effect of PET scanning was so extraor-
dinary, Dr. Nutt was named Distinguished Sci-
entist of the Year in 1999 and received the 
TIME Magazine Medical Innovation of the 
Year honor in December 2000. 

Dr. Nutt’s lifetime of developing this tech-
nology has led to many other discoveries. He 
is the holder of dozens of patents in the field 
of electrical engineering, with many more still 
pending. Prior to his work on PET technology, 
Dr. Nutt took a products business from a sin-
gle employee to a $10 million a year business 
in the 1980s. Today, he sits on the board of 
directors of several companies and continues 
to be a leader his field. 

Dr. Nutt is not only an example of American 
ingenuity, but his work is also the benchmark 
for success in his field. His professional ac-
complishments are equal in scope only with 
his personal character and continued devotion 
to family, community, and many worthy 
causes. 

Madam Speaker, in closing, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in celebrating the career of 
Dr. Ronald Nutt on the occasion of his 70th 
birthday. His work is far from over, but his im-
pact is already certain. 
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Mr. MCHUGH. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce a resolution concerning the Inter-
national Joint Commission, IJC, and water 
level management on Lake Ontario and the 
St. Lawrence River. I am deeply disappointed 
that it has come to the point where such ac-
tion by Congress is necessary. 

I have the distinct privilege of representing 
the entirety of the American span of the St. 
Lawrence River, as well as a significant por-
tion of Lake Ontario. As a native of the area, 
I cannot emphasize enough the importance of 
the selection of an appropriate water level 
management plan to my constituents who live, 
work, and vacation along Lake Ontario and 
the St. Lawrence River. 

The Great Lakes represent the largest sup-
ply of fresh water on the planet and this vast 
supply of fresh water flows out to the saltwater 
of the Atlantic Ocean via the St. Lawrence 
River. However, following the completion of 

the St. Lawrence Seaway and the Moses- 
Saunders Power Project in the 1950’s, there 
was no choice but to come up with a plan for 
‘‘artificially’’ regulating this outflow. Unfortu-
nately, the current water level regulation plan, 
known as ‘‘1958 D with Deviations,’’ has re-
sulted in significant negative environmental im-
pacts on fisheries and wildlife throughout the 
region I represent in Congress. For example, 
the current regime has resulted in the sub-
stantial derogation of at least 33,000 acres of 
wetlands, allowing a thick cattail monoculture 
to expand and replace large areas of bio-
diverse meadow marsh, resulting in the loss of 
habitat for a wide range of aquatic, avian, and 
upland species. 

Since 2000, the IJC’s International Lake On-
tario St. Lawrence River, LOSL, study has 
spent more than $20 million in taxpayer 
money to develop an approach to water level 
regulation that would best suit the environ-
mental and economic needs of this vital nat-
ural resource. And, over the years, the IJC 
has devised plan after plan to achieve that 
goal—soliciting extensive public comment to 
fully vet these proposals with the residents 
who are most affected. Yet, for all of that ef-
fort, the IJC has chosen to waste years of re-
search and millions of dollars in taxpayer 
money, in addition to ignoring significant 
amounts of public comment, by proposing a 
brand new water levels regime ‘‘Plan 2007.’’ 
Moreover, I am very concerned that the lack 
of transparency in the IJC final development of 
‘‘Plan 2007’’ was created in the shadows and 
with little or no outside input. 

It is clear to anyone living in this region that 
the wrong approach to water level regulation 
can have significant negative impacts. We 
have all seen firsthand the devastating con-
sequences that the existing regime has had 
on the environment. The status quo is simply 
unacceptable. We need a comprehensive and 
effective approach to regulate the water levels 
of both Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence 
River. Thus, like many residents along the 
lake and river, I invested time and effort to 
support the approach I believed best met the 
environmental and economic requirements of 
the region—Plan B+. I believe B+ appro-
priately balances sound environmental prin-
ciples with the needs of both residents and 
recreational boaters, while, at the same time, 
providing benefits for the Moses-Saunders 
Power Project. 

Virtually every regional and environmental 
organization that has examined this process 
agree that Plan B+ is based on sound sci-
entific principles and is the one approach that 
best meets all the needs of the various stake-
holders. Unfortunately, despite the public vet-
ting of three proposed plans, on March 28, 
2008, the IJC released ‘‘Plan 2007,’’ which 
had not previously been submitted to the pub-
lic for comment or fully evaluated by the sci-
entific community and the State of New York, 
as the proposed water level management plan 
for Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River. 

Plan 2007 does little to improve the existing 
water level management plan, both in terms of 
environmental protection and hydropower gen-
eration. Further, lessons learned from the 
LOSL Study will be used for the Upper Great 
Lakes Study to examine water levels on the 
St. Claire River and Lakes Ontario and Huron. 

Therefore, today, along with the Gentle-
woman from Western New York, Mrs. SLAUGH-
TER, a co-chair of the Great Lakes Task Force 
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