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Mr. INOUYE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that two members
of my staff, Nina Fallenbaum and Petti
Matila, be granted the privileges of the
floor during the consideration of S.
1315.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. CHAMBLISS. First, I ask unani-
mous consent that Jerry Acosta, a
military legislative fellow in my office,
be granted the privilege of the floor
during the remainder of today’s ses-
sion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNIZING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE
MODERN STATE OF ISRAEL

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee be discharged from
further consideration of S. Res. 522.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the resolution by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 522) recognizing the
60th anniversary of the founding of the mod-
ern State of Israel and reaffirming the bonds
of close friendship and cooperation between
the United States and Israel.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that Senators have until
tomorrow at 5 o’clock to add their
names as cosponsors of this resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution and preamble be
agreed to en bloc, the motions to re-
consider be laid upon the table en bloc,
and any statements relating to this
matter be printed in the RECORD as if
given.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 522

Whereas on November 29, 1947, the United
Nations General Assembly voted to partition
the British Mandate of Palestine and create
a Jewish state;

Whereas on May 14, 1948, the people of
Israel proclaimed the establishment of the
sovereign and independent State of Israel,
and the United States Government estab-
lished full diplomatic relations with Israel;

Whereas the desire of the Jewish people to
establish an independent modern State of
Israel is an outgrowth of the existence of the
historic kingdom of Israel established in the
Land of Israel 3,000 years ago, with the city
of Jerusalem as its capital;

Whereas for over 2,000 years, there has
been continuous Jewish presence and resi-
dence in the land comprising the modern
State of Israel;

Whereas the establishment of the modern
State of Israel as a homeland for the Jewish
people followed the slaughter of more than
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6,000,000 European Jews during the Holo-
caust;

Whereas since its establishment 60 years
ago, the modern State of Israel has rebuilt a
nation, forged a new and dynamic demo-
cratic society, and created a thriving eco-
nomic, political, cultural, and intellectual
life despite the heavy costs of war, ter-
rorism, and unjustified diplomatic and eco-
nomic boycotts against the people of Israel;

Whereas the people of Israel have estab-
lished a vibrant, pluralistic, democratic po-
litical system, including freedom of speech,
association, and religion; a vigorously free
press; free, fair and open elections; the rule
of law; a fully independent judiciary; and
other democratic principles and practices;

Whereas Israel has developed some of the
leading universities in the world, and 8
Israeli citizens have been awarded the Nobel
Prize;

Whereas Israel has developed an advanced,
entrepreneurial economy, is among the
world’s leaders in the high-tech industry,
and is at the forefront of research and devel-
opment in the field of renewable energy
sources;

Whereas Israel regularly sends humani-
tarian aid, search-and-rescue teams, mobile
hospitals, and other emergency supplies, to
help victims of disasters around the world,
including the 1994 Rwandan civil war, the
1998 bombing of the United States Embassy
in Kenya, the 1999 earthquakes in Turkey,
the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, the 2005 hur-
ricanes along the southern coast of the
United States, and the 2007 fires in Greece;

Whereas Israel has absorbed millions of
Jews from countries throughout the world
and fully integrated them into Israeli soci-
ety;

Whereas Israel has bravely defended itself
from repeated terrorist and military attacks
since its independence;

Whereas successive leaders of Israel have
sought to achieve peace with Israel’s Arab
neighbors;

Whereas Israel has established peaceful bi-
lateral relations with neighboring Egypt and
Jordan and has made its desire to establish
peaceful relations with all Arab states abun-
dantly clear;

Whereas for 6 decades, the United States
and Israel have maintained a special rela-
tionship based on mutually shared demo-
cratic values, common strategic interests,
and moral bonds of friendship and mutual re-
spect;

Whereas the American people feel a strong
affinity for the Israeli people based on com-
mon values and shared cultural heritage; and

Whereas the United States continues to re-
gard Israel as a strong and trusted ally and
an important strategic partner: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the historic significance of
the 60th anniversary of the reestablishment
of the sovereign and independent State of
Israel as a homeland for the Jewish people;

(2) reaffirms the bonds of friendship and co-
operation which have existed between the
United States and Israel for the past 60
years, and commits to strengthening those
bonds;

(3) commends the people of Israel for their
remarkable achievements in building a new
state and a pluralistic, democratic society in
the face of terrorism, as well as hostility, os-
tracism, and belligerence from many of their
neighbors;

(4) reaffirms its support for Israel’s right
to defend itself against threats to its secu-
rity and existence;

() reaffirms its enduring support for Israel
as Israel pursues peace with its neighbors;
and
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(6) extends the warmest congratulations
and best wishes to the State of Israel and the
Israeli people for a peaceful, prosperous, and
successful future.

———
NATIONAL COMMUNITY HEALTH
AIDE, COMMUNITY HEALTH
PRACTITIONER, AND DENTAL

HEALTH AIDE WEEK

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
proceed to S. Res. 526.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 526) designating April
20 through 26, 2008, as ‘‘National Community
Health Aide, Community Health Practi-
tioner, and Dental Health Aide Week.”’

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
and the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 526

Whereas Alaska experienced one of the
most extreme tuberculosis epidemics in re-
corded history in the 1950s;

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram in Alaska was created during the 1950s,
in response to the unique health care needs
of remote Alaskan communities;

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram, which currently consists of 550 Com-
munity Health Aides and Community Health
Practitioners and 40 Dental Health Aides,
serves 178 isolated Alaskan communities to
provide emergency, primary health care, and
oral health care;

Whereas Community Health Aides, Com-
munity Health Practitioners, and Dental
Health Aides have proven their dedication to
serving Alaskans and their ability to work in
some of the most challenging and diverse
settings in the world;

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram is the only program of its kind in the
United States, and other countries have
modeled their delivery of rural health care
after this program;

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram has proven to be effective, efficient,
and essential in improving the health of the
inhabitants of rural Alaska;

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram is a patient’s first contact within the
network of health care professionals in the
Alaska Tribal Health Care System and is one
of the most effective means of delivering
health care services to Alaskan commu-
nities;

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram was created with a focus on tuber-
culosis, meningitis, and other infectious dis-
eases, but now successfully cares for other
common diseases such as diabetes and heart
disease;

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram also serves the oral health needs of
Alaskans, and is in the process of adding
services to address the behavioral health
needs of rural Alaska; and
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Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram has successfully adapted over the last
50 years to the ever-evolving health care
landscape of Alaskan communities: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate designates April
20 through 26, 2008, as ‘‘National Community
Health Aide, Community Health Practi-
tioner, and Dental Health Aide Week™’.

NATIONAL ADOPT A LIBRARY DAY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to S. Res. 527.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 527) designating April
23, 2008, as National Adopt a Library Day.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, that the preamble be agreed
to, that the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate; and that any
statements relating to the resolution
be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 527

Whereas libraries are an essential part of
our communities and our national system of
education;

Whereas the citizens of the United States
benefit significantly from libraries that
serve as an open place for people of all ages
and backgrounds to make use of books and
other resources that offer pathways to learn-
ing, self-discovery, and the pursuit of knowl-
edge;

Whereas the libraries of the United States
depend on the generous donations and sup-
port of individuals and groups to ensure that
those who are unable to purchase books still
have access to a wide variety of resources;

Whereas certain nonprofit organizations
facilitate donations of books to schools and
libraries across the country to extend the
joys of reading to millions of people in the
United States and prevent used books from
being thrown away; and

Whereas several States and Common-
wealths that recognize the importance of 1li-
braries and reading have adopted resolutions
commemorating April 23 as ‘““‘Adopt A Li-
brary Day’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates April 23, 2008, as ‘‘National
Adopt A Library Day’’;

(2) honors organizations that help facili-
tate donations to schools and libraries;

(3) urges all people in the United States
who own unused books to donate those books
to local libraries;

(4) strongly supports children and families
who take advantage of the resources pro-
vided by schools and libraries; and

(5) encourages the people of the United
States to observe the day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.
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GLOBAL YOUTH SERVICE DAY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
proceed to S. Res. 528.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 528) designating April
25, 2008, as ‘‘Global Youth Service Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
rise in support of a resolution desig-
nating April 25, 2008, as ‘‘Global Youth
Service Day.” This resolution recog-
nizes and commends the significant
community service efforts that youth
are making in communities across the
country and around the world on April
25 and every day. This resolution also
encourages the citizens of the United
States to acknowledge and support
these volunteer efforts.

Over the weekend beginning this Fri-
day, April 25, youth from across the
United States and around the world
will carry out community service
projects in areas ranging from hunger
to literacy to the environment.
Through this service, many will em-
bark on a lifelong path of service and
civic engagement in more than 100
countries around the world.

This event is not isolated to one
weekend a year. Global Youth Service
Day is an annual public awareness and
education campaign that highlights
the valuable contributions that young
people make to their communities
throughout the year.

Mr. President, the participation of
youth in community service is not just
a ‘‘nice idea” for a way to spend a Sat-
urday afternoon. Youth who are en-
gaged in volunteer service and service-
learning activities do better in school
than their classmates who do not vol-
unteer. Youth who engage in volun-
teering and other positive activities
are also more likely to avoid risky be-
haviors, such as drug and alcohol use,
crime, and promiscuity. Service within
the community also contributes posi-
tively to young people’s character de-
velopment, civic participation, and
better understanding of the needs of
their neighbors.

A recent survey by Civic Enterprises
found that 47 percent of high school
dropouts reported that boredom in
school was a primary reason why they
dropped out. High quality service-
learning activities can, however, help
young people make important connec-
tions between the curriculum and the
challenges they see in their commu-
nities.

It is important, therefore, that the
United States Senate encourage youth
to engage in community service and to
congratulate them for the service they
provide.

In an effort to recognize and support
youth volunteers in my State, I am
proud to acknowledge some of the ac-
tivities that will occur this year in
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Alaska in observance of National and
Global Youth Service Day:

1. Anchorage’s Promise, which works
to mobilize all sectors of the commu-
nity to build the character and com-
petence of Anchorage’s children and
youth, is again sponsoring the annual
Kids’ Day three-day events in Anchor-
age this year. Youth will provide sig-
nificant service to their peers and to
adults who attend Kids’ Day activities:
Students from King Career Center will
serve as volunteer safety patrols. Stu-
dents from the University of Alaska
Anchorage will serve as greeters. Mem-
bers of the West High School Junior
ROTC will provide security. The youth
members of the American Co-Ed Pag-
eants will serve as entertainment di-
rectors. Students at Chugiak High
School will help their younger peers
with bicycle and seatbelt safety dem-
onstrations. Youth volunteers at the
Imaginiarium will help with displays
and lead groups of visitors through the
hands-on experiments. Youth docents
at the Anchorage Museum will help
youth visitors explore the museum.
Youth will also organize a Book Give-
Away and provide entertainment
through song, dance, gymnastics, and
karate.

In addition to the Kids’ Day events,
young people from every region of
Alaska will serve their communities in
the following ways:

2. Young members of the Kiwanis
Key Club will, through the RYLA
Youth Leadership program, perform
various service projects from March
through May.

3. Alaska Youth for Environmental
Action will sponsor A Week Without
Plastics activities in Anchorage, Palm-
er, Fairbanks, Juneau, Homer,
Yakutat, and Sitka. Youth organizers
will help educate their communities,
through various outreach activities, on
the effects of plastics on our environ-
ment.

4. Youth in the Anchorage School
District will host a dance to raise funds
for economically disadvantaged stu-
dents who do not qualify for a free or
reduced price school lunch; make daily
checks for recyclable items, and hold a
fundraiser for lymphoma and leukemia
research.

5. In partnership with the Anchorage
Municipal Libraries, youth will help
organize the city’s summer reading
program and materials.

6. In partnership with Covenant
House and Congregation Beth Shalom,
young people in Anchorage will involve
their peers in transforming old T-shirts
into reusable grocery bags.

7. 4-H and other youth volunteers, in
partnership with the Alaska Zoo in An-
chorage, will provide plastics edu-
cation information and participate in
the planting of trees for Earth Day.

8. In Ketchikan, the Boys and Girls
Club will sponsor a city-wide clean-up
involving many elementary, middle
schools and high school students.

9. From January through May, young
people whose parents are stationed at
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