March 12, 2008

the chair, Mr. WILSON of Ohio, Acting
Chairman of the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union,
reported that that Committee, having
had under consideration the concurrent
resolution (H. Con. Res. 312) revising
the congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2008,
establishing the congressional budget
for the United States Government for
fiscal year 2009, and setting forth ap-
propriate budgetary levels for fiscal
years 2010 through 2013, had come to no
resolution thereon.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. WIL-
SON of Ohio). Pursuant to clause 8 of
rule XX, the Chair will postpone fur-
ther proceedings today on motions to
suspend the rules on which a recorded
vote or the yeas and nays are ordered,
or on which the vote is objected to
under clause 6 of rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———————

SHORT-TERM FARM BILL
EXTENSION

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the Senate bill (S. 2745) to ex-
tend agricultural programs beyond
March 15, 2008, to suspend permanent
price support authorities beyond that
date, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The text of the Senate bill is as fol-
lows:

S. 2745

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. EXTENSION OF AGRICULTURAL PRO-
GRAMS.

(a) EXTENSION.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this section and notwithstanding
any other provision of law, the authorities
provided under the Farm Security and Rural
Investment Act of 2002 (Public Law 107-171; 7
U.S.C. 7901 et seq.) and each amendment
made by that Act (and for mandatory pro-
grams at such funding levels), as in effect on
September 30, 2007, shall continue, and the
Secretary of Agriculture shall carry out the
authorities, until April 18, 2008.

(b) CONSERVATION PROGRAMS.—

(1) FARMLAND PROTECTION PROGRAM.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of law, the
Secretary of Agriculture (referred to in this
subsection as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall con-
tinue the farmland protection program es-
tablished under subchapter B of chapter 2 of
subtitle D of title XII of the Food Security
Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3838h et seq.) at a fund-
ing level of $97,000,000 per year.

(2) GROUND AND SURFACE WATER CONSERVA-
TION.—Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, the Secretary shall continue the
ground and surface water conservation pro-
gram established under section 1240I of the
Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839aa-9)
at a funding level of $60,000,000 per year.

(3) WILDLIFE HABITAT INCENTIVES PRO-
GRAM.—Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, the Secretary shall continue the wild-
life habitat incentive program established
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under section 1240N of the Food Security Act
of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839bb-1) at a funding level
of $85,000,000 per year.

(c) EXCEPTIONS.—This section does not
apply with respect to the following provi-
sions of law:

(1) Section 1307(a)(6) of the Farm Security
and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C.
7957(a)(6)).

(2) Section 524(b) of the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1524(b)).

(3) Section 25 of the Food Stamp Act of
1977 (7 U.S.C. 2034).

(4) Section 601(j)(1) of the Rural Elec-
trification Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 950bb(j)(1)).

(5) Section 231(b)(4) of the Agricultural
Risk Protection Act of 2000 (7 U.S.C.
1621note; Public Law 106-224).

(6) Section 9002(k)(2) of the Farm Security
and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C.
8102(k)(2)).

(7) Section 9004(d) of the Farm Security
and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C.
8104(d)).

(8) Section 9006(f) of the Farm Security and
Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C.
8106(f)).

(9) Subtitles A through C of title I of the
Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of
2002 (7 U.S.C. 7911 et seq.), with respect to the
2008 crops (other than the 2008 crop of a loan
commodity described in paragraph (11), (12),
(13), or (14) of section 1202(b) of the Farm Se-
curity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7
U.S.C. 7932(b))).

(d) SUSPENSION OF PERMANENT PRICE SUP-
PORT AUTHORITIES.—The provisions of law
specified in subsections (a) through (c) of
section 1602 of the Farm Security and Rural
Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 7992) shall be
suspended through April 18, 2008.

(e) RELATION TO CONSOLIDATED APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2008.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), this section does not apply to
the Agriculture, Rural Development, Food
and Drug Administration, and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 2008 (division A of
Public Law 110-161; 121 Stat. 1846).

(2) REPEAL OF SUPERSEDED EXTENSION.—
Section 7561 of the Agriculture, Rural Devel-
opment, Food and Drug Administration, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2008
(division A of Public Law 110-161; 121 Stat.
1883) is repealed.

(f) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section and the
amendment made by this section shall take
effect on March 15, 2008.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. PETERSON) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Minnesota.

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of S. 2745, a bill to extend current farm
programs until April 18, 2008. Mr.
Speaker, our farm policies ensure that
all Americans have access to safe, se-
cure and abundant food supply while
providing a safety net for American
farmers and ranchers. It also author-
izes important nutrition programs for
our country’s neediest citizens, encour-
ages vital conservation programs and
supports the development of agri-
culturally based renewable energy.

Mr. Speaker, all of us on the Agri-
culture Committee would rather have a
new farm bill signed into law rather
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than be here today asking for an exten-
sion.

After hearing about the popularity of
the 2002 farm bill from farmers and
ranchers nationwide in a series of field
hearings our committee held in 2006,
we set out last year to build on a
strong farm safety net while making
new investments in rural America and
for our Nation’s neediest citizens who
depend on Federal food programs for a
square meal.

The new farm bill that this House
passed last July makes those invest-
ments in nutrition, fruits and vege-
table production and farm-based renew-
able energy. It reforms our farm pro-
grams and reinforces the strong farm
safety net. It includes an agreement
between industry and consumer groups
on mandatory country-of-origin label-
ing for meat. All that progress will be
lost if we do not get this bill finished
and signed into law.

Nevertheless, Mr. Speaker, we are
taking steps toward a bipartisan, bi-
cameral bill that Members can support.
And I believe we have made enough
progress in that endeavor to support a
1-month extension.

So, in closing, I would like to thank
my friend and the ranking member,
Mr. GOODLATTE from Virginia, for his
work over the last few months and for
standing alongside me in working with
the Senate and the administration in
order to get this farm bill to a conclu-
sion.

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of this
bill.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in support of S.
2745, a bill to extend current farm programs
until April 18, 2008.

Mr. Speaker, our farm policies ensure that
all Americans have access to a safe, secure
and abundant food supply while providing a
safety net for America’s farmers and ranchers.
Farm bills also authorize important nutrition
programs for our country’s neediest citizens,
encourage vital conservation programs, and
increasingly support the development of agri-
culturally based renewable energy, which will
help reduce our dependence on foreign oil.

Mr. Speaker, all of us on the Agriculture
Committee would rather have a new Farm Bill
signed into law rather than to be here today to
ask for an extension. When the House Agri-
culture Committee kicked off the Farm Bill
process in 2006 with Farm Bill field hearings
all across America, we hoped a new Farm Bill
for American agriculture would have been
signed into law by now. Even though the farm-
ers and ranchers we heard from in those hear-
ings were strongly supportive of the farm safe-
ty net of the 2002 law, we knew passing a
new Farm Bill would not be easy in this kind
of budget environment.

Mr. Speaker, the Farm Bill has been a vic-
tim of its own success. The 2002 law saved
taxpayers billions but resulted in a 60 percent
cut in budget authority for traditional farm pro-
grams when budget baselines were released a
year ago.

Nevertheless, the Agriculture Committee
wrote a Farm Bill from the ground up; a new
Farm Bill that makes historic investments in
fruit and vegetable production, conservation,
nutrition, and renewable energy while rein-
forcing the strong safety net for America’s
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