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we ought to send down to the White
House to make sure the President
reads. It’s called ‘‘Lessons on Iraq from
a Founding Father.”” The author, Brian
O’Malley, an adjunct professor at Jones
College in Jacksonville, Florida, re-
minds us that the Nation’s first Presi-
dent, George Washington, could offer
some good insights into what to do in
Iraq.

In the fall of 1775, before the Declara-
tion of Independence, the fledgling Na-
tion prepared to invade Canada, in
what the author calls America’s first
preemptive war. George Washington
had misgivings, and he expressed them
in his letters to his commander, Colo-
nel Benedict Arnold.

Washington explicitly told Arnold to
be sure that the Canadian people want-
ed America to cross the border. In his
words, ‘‘ever bearing in mind that if
they are averse to it, and will not co-
operate, or at least willingly acquiesce,
it must fail of success. In this case you
are by no means to prosecute the at-
tempt.”

Washington also understood that the
safety of his soldiers depended on how
they treated people, and he urged re-
straint. In his words, ‘‘not only the
good of their country and their honor,
but their safety depends upon the
treatment of these people.”

The first President also worried
about treating prisoners properly and
with respect. He ordered his com-
mander to restrain his forces, in his
words, ‘‘from all acts of cruelty and in-
sult, which will disgrace the American
arms, and irritate our fellow subjects
against us.”

Washington even warned of con-
sequence against any American found
to mistreat a prisoner. And Wash-
ington understood the need to respect
religion, telling his commander to re-
strain officers and soldiers from any
ridicule or disrespect of religion.

The concerns raised by Washington
in 1775 are exactly the concerns that
should have been raised in 2002 before
the Iraq invasion. It might have been
prevented Abu Ghraib. It might have
prevented the wholesale dismissal and
dismantling of the Iraq army that led
to the rise of insurgents. It might have
prevented an Iraq quagmire that has
needlessly claimed American lives,
wastefully drained our Treasury, care-
lessly tainted American leadership in
the world and absolutely harmed our
economy here at home. That is the Iraq
war record.

History is replete with lessons, but
unless we learn the lessons of history,
we are doomed to repeat them. That is
what is going on in Iraq today. The lat-
est estimate places the cost of the war
at $3 trillion, and that doesn’t account
for the cost of treating the thousands
of U.S. soldiers coming back.

Iraq is like quicksand, and America
sinks deeper and deeper every single
day. Our military is in shambles, the
housing market looks more and more
like a house of cards, the U.S. dollar is
in free fall against other currencies,
and the U.S. economy is in recession.
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The President says he hasn’t heard
that respected economists are talking
about $4 a gallon gasoline next month.
He’s the only one who’s missed the
news. Gas is up almost $1 from a year
ago. Diesel prices have already climbed
to $3.60. But they have a rose garden
down at the White House and a Presi-
dent who thinks everything is rosy.
And if he says it, then it must be true.

What is true is that Americans are
using credit cards just to try and stay
afloat. What is true is that a record
number of Americans are losing their
homes to foreclosure. What is true is
that a President fixated on waging a
perpetual Iraq war ignored the urgent
needs of the American people. He has
squandered their money and our lead-
ership. The only signs pointing upward
for the President are those that pro-
claim more bad news—another house
foreclosed, another family bankruptcy.
Instead of gazing out the window at the
rose garden, the President ought to try
walking down Main Street and talking
to a few people. He is out of touch and
America is out of time.

[From the Washington Post, Mar. 1, 2008]

LESSONS ON IRAQ FROM A FOUNDING FATHER
(By Brian O’Malley)

What would George Washington do about
Iraq? In a December Outlook essay, historian
Joseph J. Ellis argued that it’s not possible
to theorize exact answers because the ‘‘gap
between the founders’ time and ours is non-
negotiable, and any direct linkage between
them and now is intellectually problematic.”’
But Ellis also conceded that this position is
‘“‘unacceptable to many of us, because it sug-
gests that the past is an eternally lost world
that has nothing to teach us.”

History does hold lessons about today’s
issues, and this is clear when considering
Iraq and U.S. conduct in the war against ter-
rorism. Consider the 1775-76 invasion of Can-
ada, America’s first preemptive war, which
ended just days before Congress ratified the
Declaration of Independence.

On Sept. 14, 1775, Washington wrote two
letters to Col. Benedict Arnold, who led an
American force into Canada. Five of Wash-
ington’s points for invasion merit particular
attention.

First, if the citizens don’t want us there,
don’t go. Washington told Arnold, ‘“You are
by every means in your power to endeavor to
discover the real sentiments of the Cana-
dians towards our cause, and particularly as
to this expedition; ever bearing in mind that
if they are averse to it, and will not co-oper-
ate, or at least willingly acquiesce, it must
fail of success. In this case you are by no
means to prosecute the attempt.”

The expense of starting the mission and
the disappointment of not completing it,
Washington wrote, ‘“‘are not to be put in
competition with the dangerous con-
sequences which may ensue from irritating
them against us.”

Second, the safety of American personnel
depended on how they treated people. Wash-
ington wanted Arnold to ‘‘conciliate the af-
fections” of the Canadian settlers and Indi-
ans and ordered Arnold to teach the soldiers
and officers under his command ‘‘that not
only the Good of their Country and their
Honour, but their Safety depends upon the
Treatment of these People.”

Third, proper treatment of prisoners was
necessary. The prominent British parliamen-
tarian William Pitt, who championed Amer-
ican grievances, had a son serving in Canada.
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John Pitt was never taken into American
custody, but in the event that Pitt was cap-
tured, Washington warned Arnold, ‘“You can-
not err in paying too much Honour to the
Son of so illustrious a Character, and so true
a Friend to America.”

This insistence on kind treatment ex-
tended beyond Pitt. Washington wrote, ‘‘Any
other Prisoners who may fall into your
Hands, you will treat with as much Human-
ity and kindness, as may be consistent with
your own Safety and the publick Interest.”

Washington told Arnold to restrain the
Continental troops and their Indian allies
“from all Acts of Cruelty and Insult, which
will disgrace the American Arms, and irri-
tate our Fellow Subjects against us.”

Fourth, any Americans who mistreated Ca-
nadians should be punished. ‘‘Should any
American Soldier be so base and infamous as
to injure any Canadian or Indian, in his Per-
son or Property,” Washington wrote, “I do
most earnestly enjoin you to bring him to
such severe and exemplary Punishment as
the Enormity of the Crime may require.” In
an accompanying letter Washington added,
‘“Should it extend to Death itself it will not
be disproportional to its Guilt, at such a
Time and in such a Cause.”

Fifth, respect the people’s religion. ‘‘As the
Contempt of the Religion of a Country by
ridiculing any of its Ceremonies or affront-
ing its Ministers or Votaries, has ever been
deeply resented, you are to be particularly
careful to restrain every Officer and Soldier
from such Imprudence and Folly and to pun-
ish every Instance of it.”

American ideals won immediate support
from the Canadians, but American mis-
conduct squandered it. Contrary to Washing-
ton’s orders, some American commanders
disrespected Canadians’ religion, property
and liberty.

Lamenting this American misconduct,
Washington wrote to Gen. Philip Schuyler
on April 19, 1776, ‘I am afraid proper meas-
ures have not been taken to conciliate their
affections, but rather that they have been in-
sulted and injured, than which nothing could
have a greater tendency to ruin our cause in
that country; for human nature is such that
it will adhere to the side from whence the
best treatment is received.”

George Washington is still first in war,
first in peace and first in the hearts of his
countrymen. It’s too bad he couldn’t have
been the first person we asked about how to
proceed in Iraq.

——

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 40
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

——
7 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. MATSUI) at 2 p.m.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:
Lord, You are Eternal Light which
enlightens every human conscience and
penetrates every aspect of life with
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Your mercy. Enable us, as Your free
children, to move and act with respon-
sibility, facing the consequences of all
our decided words and actions today.

Give us faith, Lord, which is strong
enough to sense Your presence in our
midst and bold enough to seek Your
holy inspiration in our ordered routine.

Then, in partnership with one an-
other, empower us to broaden the field
of justice and establish a Nation of mu-
tual understanding and trust. So let us
give You glory today and every day of
our lives. Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Madam Speak-
er, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I de-
mand a vote on agreeing to the Speak-
er’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Madam Speak-
er, I object to the vote on the ground
that a quorum is not present and make
the point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
P1rTs) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. PITTS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ETHANOL WILL SAVE US ALL?

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, they told
us that ethanol from corn would save
us all—save us from global warming
and dependence on foreign oil, but it
just isn’t so.

The rush to till up more farmland
may turn out to be a crop disaster.
Science Magazine reports that ‘‘using
good crop land to expand biofuels will
increase global warming.”” The reason
is, now farmers will need to plow under
more forests and massive grasslands to
grow enough of that ‘‘savior’’ corn. But
doing so will release carbon stored in
plants and soils.
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The new evidence indicates, ‘‘after
taking into account worldwide land use
changes, corn-based ethanol will in-
crease greenhouse gasses by (a stag-
gering) 93 percent compared to gasoline
over a 30-year period.”

It is only logical that if farmland
once used to grow corn that we eat is
used to grow corn that we burn as fuel,
more land will be needed for both agri-
cultural production and ethanol pro-
duction.

So here comes the big wipe out of
massive amounts of land, all to sub-
sidize an unproven, unpredictable in-
dustry that is potentially hazardous to
our health.

And that’s just the way it is.

———————

FISA

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, the 21-day
FISA extension that our friends on the
other side of the aisle fought hard to
pass 2 weeks ago would have expired
this week. This extension was the Dem-
ocrat alternative to a permanent bill
to provide our intelligence community
with the tools they need to fight the
war on terror, and yet we still have not
voted on the bipartisan Senate bill, or
any alternative bill for that matter.
We’ve done nothing.

I believe this exposes the House lead-
ership’s plan for what it is, an abdica-
tion of their duty to provide our intel-
ligence community with the tools
needed to protect the United States.

It has been 17 days since the Protect
America Act expired. In the words of
the Democratic chairman of the Senate
Intelligence Committee, our intel-
ligence gathering capabilities have al-
ready been ‘‘degraded.”

Contrary to what some say, there is
urgency in this matter. We are losing
out on obtaining new and evolving in-
telligence to enable our fight against
terror. There are enough votes in the
House to pass the bipartisan Senate
bill. It’s time for the Speaker to bring
the legislation up for a vote.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 3, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
March 3, 2008, at 2:32 p.m. and said to contain
a message from the President whereby he
submits the 2008 National Drug Control
Strategy.
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With best wishes, I am
Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

———

2008 NATIONAL DRUG CONTROL
STRATEGY—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 110-98)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committees
on Armed Services, Education and
Labor, Energy and Commerce, Foreign
Affairs, Homeland Security, the Judici-
ary, Natural Resources, Oversight and
Government Reform, Small Business,
Transportation and Infrastructure,
Veterans’ Affairs, and Ways and Means
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit the 2008 Na-
tional Drug Control Strategy, con-
sistent with the provisions of section
201 of the Office of National Drug Con-
trol Policy Reauthorization Act of 2006.

My Administration published its first
National Drug Control Strategy in
2002, inspired by a great moral impera-
tive: we must reduce illegal drug use
because, over time, drugs rob men,
women, and children of their dignity
and of their character. Thanks to bi-
partisan support in the Congress; the
work of Federal, State, local, and trib-
al officials; and the efforts of ordinary
citizens, 6 years later fewer Americans
know the sorrow of addiction.

We have learned much about the na-
ture of drug use and drug markets, and
have demonstrated what can be
achieved with a balanced strategy that
puts resources where they are needed
most. Prevention programs are reach-
ing Americans in their communities,
schools, workplaces, and through the
media, contributing to a 24 percent de-
cline in youth drug use since 2001.
Today, approximately 860,000 fewer
young people are using drugs than in
2001. We have expanded access to treat-
ment in public health settings, the
criminal justice system, and in sectors
of society where resources are limited.
The Access to Recovery program alone
has extended treatment services to an
additional 190,000 Americans, exceeding
its 3-year goal by over 50 percent. We
have seized unprecedented amounts of
illegal drugs and have denied drug traf-
fickers and terrorists the profits they
need to conduct their deadly work.
During the first three quarters of 2007
we saw significant disruptions in the
cocaine and methamphetamine mar-
kets, with prices rising by 44 percent
and 73 percent, and purities falling by
15 percent and 31 percent, respectively.

These results do not mean that our
work is done. Rather, they provide a
charter for future efforts. By pursuing
a balanced strategy that addresses the
epidemiology of drug use and the eco-
nomics of drug availability, we can fur-
ther reduce drug use in America.
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