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provoking, elegant, eloquent exercise
in being involved in the marketplace of
public ideas, perhaps most famous,
though perhaps not the most sub-
stantive thing he said in that cam-
paign, is when they asked what he
would do when he was elected. Bill
Buckley famously said: I will demand a
recount. And that is a good message for
all of us when we approach campaigns.

Well, I continued to be involved with
him in communication in many ways.
My wife and I had the privilege of
spending wonderful evenings with him
and his late wife Patricia at their home
in Stamford, CT. These were classic
evenings of great food, some drink, and
good spirited conversations—cigar and
brandy to follow—but always open to
ideas and always with a ready willing-
ness to laugh. In fact, he passed away
earlier today, apparently in his study
in his magnificent home on Wallace
Point in Stamford, CT, probably work-
ing on a column or some other piece of
writing.

I was particularly grateful to him for
all that I learned from him, all the
good times I had with him, and in some
sense, you might say I would not be a
United States Senator were it not for
Bill Buckley, although Buckley would
not say that. When I ran for the Senate
in 1988, let’s just say with the diplo-
macy that marks this Chamber that
Bill Buckley was not a fan of the in-
cumbent Republican Senator, and he
called me up and said—I wish I could
impersonate him—Joe, I'm thinking of
endorsing you. Do you think that will
help?

I said: Well, now, that’s very good of
you. Then he interrupted and said:
Please understand this is the only time
I am likely to endorse your career. So
I said that it probably would; what do
you have in mind?

Well, he actually wrote a column, a
very good column in the National Re-
view, and I think in his syndicated col-
umn. He also, with the puckishness
that was part of him, started some-
thing he called Buck PAC, which was,
he said, a PAC open to anyone in Con-
necticut whose name was Buckley and
who was committed to the defeat of the
incumbent Senator at that time. He
printed bumper stickers and the like
and helped out in the campaign.

I said to him after I won that elec-
tion—and I won it by very little—that
I thought that in a close election—as
the Presiding Officer of the Senate
knows, there are so many reasons one
is successful—but I said: You have rea-
son, Bill, to take part of the credit. I
won by less than 1 percent of the vote.
And I said: You know, I would go so far
as to say you played a rabbinical role
for me in this campaign.

Well, what do you mean by that? So
I said: Your endorsement of me and the
columns you wrote said to Republicans
in Connecticut who really didn’t like
the incumbent Senator, it is kosher to
vote for LIEBERMAN. And he laughed. I
remember that well.

There is so much I could say about
his contribution to our country, to his
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openness to ideas, to his civility. One
could disagree with Bill Buckley, as I
did quite frequently, and never lose re-
spect or affection, dare I say love, for a
wonderful human being. We would all
benefit from that.

I perhaps would close this impromptu
tribute to Bill Buckley, mourning his
loss today, by offering condolences to
his family: Chris Buckley, his son, who
is a wonderful writer and confuses me
as well as others with the multisyllabic
words that he uses just as his father
did; his sisters, Priscilla L. Buckley of
Sharon, where the family has longed
lived; Patricia Buckley Bozzell of
Washington; Carol Buckley of Colum-
bia, SC; his brothers, Judge James
Buckley of Sharon, CT, and F. Reid
Buckley of Camden, SC; and a grand-
daughter and grandson.

I pray that they will be strengthened
by their faith and comforted by good
memories and pride and the extraor-
dinary person in Bill Buckley.

I think most fitting of all, I will end
with a quote from President Reagan on
the occasion of the 30th anniversary of
the National Review in 1985. Reagan
says when he first picked up his first
issue of National Review, he received it
in a plain brown wrapper and still anx-
iously awaited his biweekly edition but
no longer in a plain brown wrapper.

But this is what Reagan said of
Buckley:

You didn’t just part the Red Sea—you
rolled it back, dried it up, and left exposed,
for all the world to see, the naked desert
that is statism. And then, as if that weren’t
enough, you gave the world something dif-
ferent, something in its weariness it des-
perately needed, the sound of laughter and
the sight of the rich, green uplands of free-
dom.

I thank the Chair for giving me the
opportunity to bid farewell in this Sen-
ate Chamber to a great American and a
dear friend, William F. Buckley, Jr. I
pray with confidence and the faith that
Bill Buckley had that his soul will be
taken up truly in the bonds of eternal
life.

I yield the floor.

————
RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:47 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Acting
President pro tempore.

—————

PROVIDING FOR THE SAFE REDE-
PLOYMENT OF UNITED STATES
TROOPS FROM IRAQ—MOTION TO
PROCEED—Continued

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, another day
in Iraq. Today American taxpayers’
dollars will be spent in Iraq, almost a
half a billion dollars. More than $400
million will be spent today in Iraq.

Here is what we get from it as seen
by—you pick about any newspaper—
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the Washington Post, which was at my
doorstep this morning: ‘“Suicide Bomb-
er Hits Bus in Iraq’s North, Killing at
Least Eight.”

A suicide bomber detonated his ex-
plosive belt outside a bus in Northern
Iraq on Tuesday, killing at least eight
people, injuring at least eight others.

You drop down, it tells about all of
the violence.

The Tall Afar bombing followed a
bloody weekend of attacks against Shi-
ite pilgrims, the deadly incident taking
place Sunday when a suicide bomber
killed at least 63.

As we learned yesterday, that one
blast injured more than 100. You drop
down in this news article:

Even as overall violence has fallen,
the recent attacks underscore the ten-
uous security environment and the re-
siliency of the insurgency.

In volatile Diyala Province, it goes
on to explain how 21 people were kid-
naped yesterday. At the bottom of the
page, it has the names of three of our
soldiers who were killed. And then, of
course, we have General Casey. General
Casey, the Army Chief of Staff, said
yesterday in testimony before the
Armed Services Committee:

The cumulative effect of the last 6
years plus at war have left our Army
out of balance, consumed by the cur-
rent fight and unable to do the things
we know we need to do.

We have had some good debate. My
Republican colleagues think the war is
going great. I think they are certainly
entitled to their opinion. But it has
been a good debate. We, of course, have
spent time on Iraq on this side of the
aisle, but also on how the war has done
so much to damage our security and
our economy.

There is a book coming out tomorrow
or the next day that talks about—it is
by Mr. Stiglitz, who is a Pulitzer Prize
winner—maybe Nobel; I think Nobel. It
is called ‘“The $3 Trillion Mistake.”

The book is on the war. Now, in ac-
tual numbers that I understand, in
about a year they will be up to $1 tril-
lion. Mr. Stiglitz, an economist, far
smarter than I am, says it is $3 trillion.
That is what we have talked about.
This war that will soon be going into
the sixth year has been devastating to
our country.

We had a meeting that just took
place about the budget. The President’s
budget cuts virtually everything. One
of the victims in his budget is Public
Broadcasting, cut by 70 percent. I
talked to Senator CONRAD as we were
leaving. I said: What did you do with
Public Broadcasting?

We restored the money.

And even restoring it takes into con-
sideration some of the cuts the Presi-
dent has made in that program over
the 7 years he has been President.

We do not have money to do the ba-
sics this country needs to do because
we have borrowed $1 trillion to take
care of the war.

So we have had a good debate. Each
side has spent a little over 3 hours dis-
cussing these issues. I believe there has
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