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problem for a week. But that backlog 
of every case from all over the world 
that suddenly wound up going to the 
FISA Court because of changes in tech-
nology quickly gets the FISA Court to 
where a 72-hour problem is a big prob-
lem because they just can’t deal with 
it. 

I would yield. 
Mr. HOYER. I would agree with that. 

I think we solved the technological 
problem in the bill we passed. Very 
frankly, the only problem that I think 
the administration would have with 
our bill which we passed through the 
House would be the immunity issue. 

The technological issue I think is ad-
dressed by the blanket approval by the 
court. Although the court has to ap-
prove certain objects and processes, it 
does not, as you know, need to approve 
specific instances of intercepts or spe-
cific targets of intercept. 

So, from that standpoint, I think our 
bill solved that problem. But our bill 
has not been enacted so the techno-
logical issue of where the communica-
tion now goes through a U.S. switch, 
that is the technological difference 
now, and then goes back out, that 
needs to be addressed. It was addressed 
in our legislation, but the legislation 
needs to pass. 

Mr. BLUNT. Well, I agree, and I in-
tend to work to see that it passes so 
this works in the best possible way. I 
hope we take maximum advantage of 
this 15 or 16 days that we have now 
given ourselves to look at the informa-
tion to try to do what we can to see 
that we come up with a permanent so-
lution that deals with both the techno-
logical questions and the question of 
immunity for people who may have 
helped the government in a way that 
they now somehow could be held in 
legal limbo for until we have addressed 
this. I hope we do, and I pledge myself 
to work with you and others to see 
that we get that done. 

f 

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON 
WEDNESDAY NEXT 
Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that the business 
in order under the Calendar Wednesday 
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday 
next. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
JOHNSON of Georgia). Is there objection 
to the request of the gentleman from 
Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
f 

ANNOUNCING THE PASSING OF 
MARGARET TRUMAN DANIEL 

(Mr. SKELTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great sadness that I announce to 
the House that Margaret Truman Dan-
iel, the daughter of our 33rd President, 
Harry S. Truman, passed away today. 

As the daughter of a Jackson County 
judge, a United States Senator from 

Missouri, a Vice President and Presi-
dent, Margaret Truman grew up in pol-
itics. She was a good friend, and I know 
others in this House who knew her con-
sidered her a friend as well. 

Margaret was an accomplished 
woman in her own right, but she also 
revered her father’s memory. In this 
very Chamber in 1984 a Joint Session of 
Congress was convened to honor the 
100th anniversary of President Tru-
man’s birth. As chairman of that 
event, I worked with Margaret closely 
and was grateful for her participation 
as a speaker. 

I also had the honor of being with 
Margaret on the first day that the Tru-
man Home in Independence, Missouri, 
was opened to the public as a museum 
in the National Park Service system. I 
will never forget watching her sign the 
guest book in her own home that day. 

Margaret Truman Daniel was a great 
American and, as an independent-mind-
ed woman, was truly her father’s 
daughter. 

I know my colleagues join me in ex-
pressing this body’s deepest condo-
lences to the family of Margaret Tru-
man Daniel, including her three sur-
viving sons, Clifton, Harrison, and 
Thomas. 

f 

PROVIDING RELIEF FOR AMERI-
CANS THROUGH THE ECONOMIC 
STIMULUS PACKAGE 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, today on the floor of the 
House the Members had to address a 
number of crises that this Nation is 
facing. It is interesting that we face 
delay and, if you will, obstruction on 
many of the issues that the American 
people want us to be engaged in. 

I am hoping that the economic stim-
ulus package will move as quickly as 
possible, and when it comes back in its 
final form from the Senate and con-
ference, that we will be assured that 
the individuals who are disabled and on 
Social Security also get a rebate, and 
that we have the sense of the Congress 
language that a moratorium should be 
in place for all of those individuals sub-
ject to subprime loans or on the brink 
of foreclosure and losing their homes. 
We must forge a pathway for the finan-
cial industry to begin to allow people 
to reconstruct their loans. 

Lastly, we voted today to extend 
FISA. The bill that we passed out of 
the Judiciary Committee under JOHN 
CONYERS’ leadership is a good bill. I 
voted reluctantly for the extension, 
but we must pass a bill that protects 
civil rights and protects the national 
security of America. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE 
MARGARET TRUMAN DANIEL 

(Mr. BLUNT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
rise to follow up on the announcement 
that my good friend Mr. SKELTON from 
Missouri just made. 

Of course, all Missourians are proud 
of President Truman and his family. He 
was a man of great humility. In fact, 
one day recently in Washington I hap-
pened to be driving by, on Connecticut 
Avenue, the small apartment that he 
and Margaret and Mrs. Truman lived in 
when he was Vice President and for I 
think the first 3 days of his Presidency. 
Not the grandeur that anybody would 
expect, but something that the Tru-
mans, a family who actually never 
lived in a house that they owned for 
most of Margaret Truman’s life, appre-
ciated. 

I was just sharing with Mr. SKELTON 
the memory of Margaret Truman when 
we recommissioned the Battleship Mis-
souri when it went back into active 
duty in 1985 or 1986, and I had the honor 
at the recommissioning dinner in San 
Francisco to introduce Margaret Tru-
man, who had been the principal spon-
sor of the ship the first time when her 
father was in the Senate. 

By that point in the evening, about 
every speaker had pronounced the 
name of our State differently. Some 
said ‘‘Missouri,’’ some said ‘‘Missoura,’’ 
and I made a couple of comments about 
that. And Margaret Truman got up and 
she said, ‘‘It is ‘Missoura.’ My father 
always said ‘Missoura.’ My family al-
ways said ‘Missoura.’ I was there when 
this ship was commissioned. We com-
missioned it the ‘Battleship Missoura,’ 
and that should settle it.’’ 

But she was a lady that led an inter-
esting life, the truly adored daughter 
of her father, and she saw politics the 
way that very few people do. I appre-
ciate her life and her family. 

f 

HONORING SENATOR GWENDOLYN 
BRITT 

(Mr. VAN HOLLEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, the 
civil rights movement was full of he-
roes whose names we know and many 
whose names we will never know de-
spite the depth of their sacrifice. 

Just recently, this Nation remem-
bered Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
whose good works are known to our 
Nation and to the world. 

Today I am honored to remember and 
celebrate the life of another extraor-
dinary civil rights leader who helped 
stand up against injustice in our Na-
tion. 

State Senator Gwendolyn Britt 
passed away recently, but she left be-
hind an extraordinary legacy. She first 
stood up against racial segregation not 
in Montgomery, Alabama, but in Mont-
gomery County, Maryland, at Glen 
Echo Park, just a 20-minute drive from 
this Capitol. 

It was a hot summer evening in June 
1960. Glen Echo Park was segregated at 
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the time, and Gwendolyn Britt, an Af-
rican American, purchased a ticket to 
ride on the carousel. She was arrested 
that day, and her case went to the Su-
preme Court of this country. It was the 
first of many brave acts in standing up 
against injustice by Gwendolyn Britt, a 
person who changed our community 
and changed our country. 

The civil rights movement was full of he-
roes, some whose names we all know, and 
many whose names we never learned despite 
the depth of their sacrifice. 

Just recently we remembered Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, whose name and accomplishments 
have become well known as part of our coun-
try’s history. And we know the story of Mrs. 
Rosa Parks, who showed courage when oth-
ers were silent. 

Today, I am honored to remember and cele-
brate the life of another extraordinary civil 
rights leader, a woman who, like Dr. King and 
Mrs. Parks, never sought credit for her ac-
tions, but only sought to do what was right. 

She was only 18 years old when the world 
first met Gwendolyn Greene. It was a hot 
summer evening in June 1960 when Gwen-
dolyn Greene, a student at Howard University 
entered Glen Echo Park. At that time, blacks 
were not allowed to enter that amusement 
park. This park, incidentally, is within 20 min-
utes of the floor on which I am speaking, just 
outside the District of Columbia in Mont-
gomery County, Maryland. 

Ms. Greene joined a small group of young 
people at the gates of this popular local park, 
determined to introduce freedom and equality 
through desegregation to Montgomery County, 
Maryland. 

Gwen Greene chose to stand up. Despite 
the fear these young people felt, despite all of 
the turmoil they knew would arise from their il-
legal action, they entered Glen Echo Park. 
Gwen bought a ticket for the merry-go-round, 
and bravely and boldly sat upon a spotted 
horse, refusing to move until arrested. 

At that very moment, this young woman 
chose to effect change. She didn’t take the 
easy way out; she didn’t stick with what was 
comfortable and safe. Not even after a trip to 
jail and the United States Supreme Court—not 
even after again being arrested, this time in 
Jackson, Mississippi, and spending 40 days in 
jail for refusing to leave a ‘‘whites-only’’ wait-
ing room at a train station—would she be dis-
suaded from taking her fight for equal rights 
around the Nation as a Freedom Rider. 

Gwen Greene later married, became Gwen 
Britt, and the mother of two sons. She worked 
for the telephone company for many years. 
But the effect of her action at Glen Echo and 
as a Freedom Rider was not lost on her. As 
she said many years later, ‘‘I became deter-
mined to do what I could to make a person’s 
life better.’’ 

And, throughout her life, that’s what she 
tried to do, eventually culminating in her elec-
tion to the Maryland State Senate in 2002. 
There, she quickly became a leader on issues 
that matter, such as education, health care, 
and civil rights. As one of the State senators 
in my congressional district, I was pleased to 
work in partnership with her on issues and 
projects that benefited our constituents and 
our State. At every meeting, I was inspired by 
the courtesy with which she treated everyone 
and the collaborative spirit she brought to 
every issue. 

Gwen Britt never shied away from standing 
up for those who could not stand up for them-
selves. She went about her life’s work with 
quiet dignity and humility, accomplishing so 
much for so many. Many who have benefited 
from Senator Britt’s work never knew of her 
courageous stands on behalf of justice and 
equality. Many never knew that this brave 
woman, this woman who rarely sought the 
limelight, made such a profound difference in 
so many lives. 

Senator Gwen Britt was dedicated to doing 
what was right. She serves as an inspiration 
to us all to fight for what is right regardless of 
the consequences. 

Webster’s defines ‘‘courage’’ as mental or 
moral strength to venture, persevere, and 
withstand danger, fear, or difficulty. In Gwen 
Britt, this word is personified. 

My heartfelt condolences go to Travis Britt, 
Gwen Britt’s devoted husband and partner, 
and to their two sons, Travis, Jr. and John. 
Our country thanks you for sharing your wife 
and mother with us so that she could make a 
difference in our lives. 

f 

b 1900 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous 
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes 
each. 

f 

ECONOMIC STIMULUS PACKAGE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
MCGOVERN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, our 
economy is at a crossroads. Low- and 
middle-income families are struggling 
to make ends meet. Rising food, en-
ergy, and housing prices combined with 
slow job creation and lower wages are 
straining our economy. The Federal 
Reserve continues to act, but it is clear 
that Congress must enact a temporary, 
targeted, and timely economic stim-
ulus package. The American economy 
needs a quick stimulus, and low- and 
middle-income Americans need swift 
action as our economy works through 
these difficult times. 

I rise to commend the bipartisan 
leadership of Speaker PELOSI and Lead-
er BOEHNER who, along with President 
Bush, crafted an economic stimulus 
package that will not only provide the 
assistance our economy needs, but also 
will provide a helping hand to the 
American families currently struggling 
with the slowing economy. 

It is refreshing to see Republicans 
and Democrats come together and put 
partisanship aside and develop this 
critical legislation together. The 
American people should be proud of 
this effort, and I am pleased to have 
supported this important first step ear-
lier today. 

Mr. Speaker, while important, the 
stimulus package this House voted on 
today is simply a first step in the road 

toward stimulating our economy. 
Speaker PELOSI deserves incredible 
credit for negotiating the inclusion of a 
refundable tax rebate that will be de-
livered to anyone earning $3,000 or 
more and the inclusion of a $300 per- 
child rebate. Again, this is a good 
start. 

Yet there are millions of Americans 
who will not benefit from this current 
stimulus package because they do not 
file income taxes. Any American who 
has exhausted or will exhaust their un-
employment will not receive the help 
they need. States struggling with high-
er health care costs will be forced to 
balance their budgets on the backs of 
low-income individuals because there 
is no Medicaid assistance included in 
this package. And most importantly, a 
temporary extension of the food stamp 
program is sorely missing from this 
economic stimulus package. 

Experts across the political and ideo-
logical spectrum agree that we must 
develop a plan that helps the most vul-
nerable people and households and that 
allows currency to flow. Former 
Reagan economic adviser, Martin Feld-
stein; former Clinton Treasury Sec-
retary, Lawrence Summers; the Con-
gressional Budget Office; economists at 
Goldman Sachs; and the chief econo-
mist at Moodys.com all agree that food 
stamps give the biggest bang for the 
buck and should be part of an economic 
stimulus. 

According to the Congressional Budg-
et Office: ‘‘The vast majority of food 
stamp benefits are spent extremely 
rapidly. And because food stamp recipi-
ents have low income and few assets, 
most of any additional benefits would 
probably be spent quickly.’’ 

Administrative costs of such an in-
crease are negligible, meaning that the 
majority of this stimulus will go di-
rectly into the economy. A 10 percent 
temporary increase in food stamps 
would result in an increase of almost 50 
cents per day per person or $14 per 
month in the food stamp benefit. That 
may not seem like much, but an extra 
50 cents a day can make the world of 
difference for someone struggling to 
feed themselves. 

More importantly, a temporary in-
crease in food stamp benefits would 
generate $1.73 in economic activity for 
every dollar in cost, and we know that 
a temporary increase in food stamps 
can be delivered quickly and will be 
spent right away. 

Mr. Speaker, this bipartisan eco-
nomic stimulus package is not perfect. 
But as I said earlier, it is a good first 
step. The Senate has a chance to make 
some improvements in this bill, most 
notably targeted and temporary in-
creases in food stamps and unemploy-
ment insurance. I, for one, hope the 
United States Senate acts responsibly 
by including these important programs 
in their version of the stimulus pack-
age. 

It is critical that this stimulus pack-
age move quickly, but it is just as crit-
ical that it include stimulus that jump- 
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