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Libraries are very important to the
future of this country, for people of all
standings of wealth need access to
books, access to computers, and access
to other materials. The Memphis Li-
brary takes services to the community
and gives people in their neighborhood
the opportunity to read and make
available to them cultural outreach.

We also have a television and radio
station that is operated by our library,
and it is an important facility, and I
am proud that it’s Tennessee’s first fa-
cility to receive such an award and the
first in the mid-South.

Congratulations to my city. You
have a very proud congressman.

————

MOURNING THE LOSS OF JOHNNY
GRANT, HONORARY MAYOR OF
HOLLYWOOD

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, it is
with great sorrow that I learned of the
death my dear friend Johnny Grant,
known internationally as the honorary
Mayor of Hollywood. His departure
from our lives has created a significant
void in the normal glitz and glamour of
everyday Hollywood. Johnny was a
symbol of great Hollywood movers and
shakers who took sincere interest in
creating goodwill worldwide.

Johnny’s legendary accomplishments
in Hollywood drew strongly from his
roots in radio and television. He was
one of television medium’s earliest pio-
neers and stars. Johnny traveled the
world to entertain U.S. troops in his
role as the United Service Organization
ambassador. He joined comedian Bob
Hope in taking entertainers to war
zones to perform for military personnel
and was the first recipient of the high-
est honor awarded by the USO. Johnny
was also a retired major general in the
California State Military Reserve, a
volunteer backup and support force of
the National Guard.

Johnny Grant served as chairman of
the Los Angeles City Fire Commission;
the Los Angeles County Social Service
Commission; and the Burbank, Cali-
fornia Police Commission. More re-
cently, he had been a member of the
Los Angeles City Cultural Heritage
Commission. He was the only person
ever to twice receive an Order of Cali-
fornia, the State’s highest honor.

A lifelong bachelor, Johnny Grant
was best known to television audiences
around the world as the enthusiastic
host alongside the more than 500 celeb-
rities he inducted into the Hollywood
Walk of Fame. With his ebullient style,
Johnny was one of the west coast’s
most sought after masters of cere-
mony. He emceed more than 5,000 civic
and charity events. Johnny was also a
humanitarian who produced hundreds
of charity events where he was instru-
mental in raising millions of dollars
for the USO, for the Boy Scouts, the
Arthritis Foundation, police and fire
services, veterans organizations, and
others.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Although he has an honorary star on
the Hollywood Walk of Fame, the real
star, his presence and inspiration will
be sorely missed. We will miss him.
And just last month he completed his
60th trip to entertain servicemen and
women abroad.

We extend our most heartfelt condo-
lences to his family, colleagues, and
his many close friends here on Capitol

Hill, in California, and around the
world.
———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
LEE). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule I,
the Chair declares the House in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 7 o’clock and 53 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. LEE) at 8 o’clock and 18
minutes p.m.

————
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes
each.

————

DEATH PENALTY FOR CHILD
RAPISTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, soon our
United States Supreme Court will hear
the case of Kennedy v. Louisiana and
decide whether capital punishment is
permitted in rape cases where the vic-
tim is a child that is 12 or under.

Patrick Kennedy was sentenced in
Louisiana to death after a jury con-
victed him of raping his own 8-year-old
daughter. The facts show that he even
tried to cover up the rape by cleaning
up the evidence and then he blamed the
rape on two neighborhood boys.

New Louisiana law allows the death
sentence for raping a child that is
under the age of 12, so Kennedy v. Lou-
isiana asks the Supreme Court, among
other things, to decide whether the
eighth amendment of the United States
Constitution, the cruel and unusual
punishment clause, permits a State to
punish the crime of rape of a child
under the death penalty.

In 1977, the Supreme Court decided
that a death sentence for rape of an
adult woman was unconstitutional
under a case called Coker v. Georgia.
Coker really didn’t discuss child rape,
even though the victim in that case
was 16 years of age. But since the
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Coker decision, State courts have in-
terpreted it to limit death penalty
crimes to certain murders. Those mur-
ders are what I call the murder-plus
doctrine. There must not only be a
homicide, but there must be some fel-
ony committed or some other unusual
circumstance, like murder during a
kidnapping, murder during a robbery,
murder during a sexual assault, or
murder of a police officer, and that is
the doctrine that has been basically
substantiated by the Supreme Court.

However, last year, the Louisiana Su-
preme Court ruled that Coker v. Geor-
gia doesn’t apply in their particular
case of capital punishment and rape
cases when the victim is under 12 be-
cause it would still be murder-plus,
murder plus the victim was under the
age of 12; thus, it would fulfill the Su-
preme Court’s requirements under the
Constitution.

No one has been executed in the
United States for a crime other than
murder since 1964. Many States, includ-
ing my home State of Texas, before
that time allowed the death penalty for
robbery by firearm, kidnapping, and
sexual assault. But since those days,
only murder plus some other felony is
allowed under our Constitution.

There are approximately 3,300 in-
mates on death row in the United
States, and only two of them face the
death penalty for an event that did not
involve a homicide as well as a felony,
and those two are the two that are on
Louisiana’s death row. One is the peti-
tioner in the upcoming Supreme Court
case that the Supreme Court will de-
cide very soon; the other is an indi-
vidual by the name of Richard Davis,
who was recently sentenced to death in
Louisiana for sexually assaulting a 5-
year-old girl.

Louisiana argues that the rape of a
child is like no other crime. It also
points out that the recent enactment
of similar laws has occurred in other
States such as Georgia, Montana, Okla-
homa, South Carolina and Texas, my
home State. Louisiana argues that it is
compelling evidence of a national trend
toward treating child rape as a distinct
type of crime from other types of
crimes.

But the issue will be whether the Su-
preme Court will allow States to make
this decision for themselves, or will the
Supreme Court continue to mistakenly
go down the path and rely on inter-
national law, as it did when it barred
the death penalty for 17-year-olds in a
case called Roper v. Simmons. In
Texas, 17-year-olds are adults, but the
Supreme Court said no longer can 17-
year-olds be executed for any crime.
Hopefully, the Supreme Court will quit
using international law and decide
whether it is constitutional or not to
execute someone for raping a child
under the age of 12 based on American
jurisprudence and our Constitution.

Madam Speaker, a death sentence
fits the crime of child rape because a
child rape victim suffers for the rest of
their natural lives. Madam Speaker,
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