
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S16055 December 19, 2007 
‘‘(3) ALTERNATIVE METHOD OF COMPLI-

ANCE.—Notwithstanding paragraph (2), the 
applicable percentage is any percentage 
greater than or equal to 662⁄3 percent but not 
more than 75 percent if— 

‘‘(A) the plan is a defined contribution plan 
maintained for its employees by an employer 
which is either exempt from tax under sec-
tion 501(a) or aggregated under subsection 
(b), (c), (m), or (o) of section 414 with an or-
ganization that is exempt from tax under 
section 501(a), 

‘‘(B) the survivor annuity percentage for 
the plan’s qualified joint and survivor annu-
ity is 50 percent, and 

‘‘(C) each participant may elect (subject to 
the requirements of subsection (a)) an annu-
ity for the life of the participant with a sur-
vivor annuity for the life of the spouse which 
is equal to 100 percent of the amount of the 
annuity which is payable during the joint 
lives of the participant and spouse and which 
is the actuarial equivalent of a single annu-
ity for the life of the participant.’’. 
SEC. 15. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Except as otherwise provided in this Act, 
the amendments made by this Act shall take 
effect as if included in the provisions of the 
2006 Act to which the amendments relate. 

f 

MEASURES DISCHARGED 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs Com-
mittee be discharged en bloc from con-
sideration of the following and that the 
Senate then proceed en bloc to their 
consideration: S. 2478, H.R. 3470, H.R. 
3569, H.R. 3974, and H.R. 4009. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the bills be read a third 
time, passed, the motions to reconsider 
be laid upon the table en bloc; that the 
consideration of these items appear 
separately in the record with no inter-
vening action or debate. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

CAPTAIN JONATHAN D. 
GRASSBAUGH POST OFFICE 

The bill (S. 2478) to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 59 Colby Corner in East Hampstead, New 
Hampshire, as the ‘‘Captain Jonathan D. 
Grassbaugh Post Office’’, was considered, or-
dered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
read the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 2478 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. CAPTAIN JONATHAN D. GRASSBAUGH 

POST OFFICE BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 59 
Colby Corner in East Hampstead, New Hamp-
shire, shall be known and designated as the 
‘‘Captain Jonathan D. Grassbaugh Post Of-
fice’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Captain Jonathan D. 
Grassbaugh Post Office’’. 

JOHN SIDNEY ‘SID’ FLOWERS POST 
OFFICE BUILDING 

The bill (H.R. 3470) to designate the 
facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 744 West Oglethorpe 
Highway in Hinesville, Georgia, as the 
‘‘John Sidney ‘Sid’ Flowers Post Office 
Building,’’ was considered, ordered to a 
third reading, read the third time, and 
passed. 

f 

BEATRICE E. WATSON POST 
OFFICE BUILDING 

The bill (H.R. 3569) to designate the 
facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 16731 Santa Ana Av-
enue in Fontana, California, as the 
‘‘Beatrice E. Watson Post Office Build-
ing,’’ was considered, ordered to a third 
reading, read the third time, and 
passed. 

f 

MARINE CORPS CORPORAL STE-
VEN P. GILL POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 

The bill (H.R. 3974) to designate the 
facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 797 Sam Bass Road 
in Round Rock, Texas, as the ‘‘Marine 
Corps Corporal Steven P. Gill Post Of-
fice Building,’’ was considered, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

TURRILL POST OFFICE BUILDING 

A bill (H.R. 4009) to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Serv-
ice located at 567 West Nepessing 
Street in Lapeer, Michigan, as the 
‘‘Turrill Post Office Building,’’ was 
considered, ordered to a third reading, 
read the third time, and passed. 

f 

GEORGE HOWARD, JR. FEDERAL 
BUILDING AND UNITED STATES 
COURTHOUSE 

NEAL SMITH FEDERAL BUILDING 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the Environment and 
Public Works Committee be discharged 
en bloc from consideration of the fol-
lowing and the Senate then proceed en 
bloc to their consideration: H.R. 2011 
and H.R. 1045. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bills. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
the bills be read a third time, passed, 
the motions to reconsider be laid on 
the table en bloc, and that the consid-
eration of these items appear sepa-
rately in the RECORD with no inter-
vening action or debate. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The bills (H.R. 2011 and H.R. 1045) 
were ordered to be read a third time, 

were read the third time and passed, en 
bloc. 

f 

TO AMEND THE CONGRESSIONAL 
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 1995 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the Senate proceed to 
H.R. 3571. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the bill by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 3571) to amend the Congres-

sional Accountability Act of 1995 to permit 
individuals who have served as employees of 
the Office of Compliance to serve as Execu-
tive Director, Deputy Executive Director, or 
General Counsel of the Office, and to permit 
individuals appointed to such positions to 
serve one additional term. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
the bill be read three times, passed, the 
motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate, and any statements be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The bill (H.R. 3571) was ordered to be 
read a third time, was read the third 
time and passed. 

f 

COMMISSION ON THE ABOLITION 
OF THE TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE 
TRADE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the Judiciary Com-
mittee be discharged from further con-
sideration of H.R. 3432 and the Senate 
proceed to its immediate consider-
ation. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 3432) to establish the Commis-

sion on the Abolition of the Transatlantic 
Slave Trade. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent a 
Lautenberg amendment at the desk be 
agreed to, the bill, as amended, be read 
a third time, passed, the motion to re-
consider be laid on the table with no 
intervening action or debate, and any 
statements be printed in the RECORD. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The amendment (No. 3892) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

(Purpose: To strike the authorization of 
appropriations) 

On page 15, strike lines 3 through 5. 

The amendment was ordered to be 
engrossed and the bill to be read a 
third time. 
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The bill (H.R. 3432), as amended, was 

read the third time and passed. 
f 

COMMEMORATING THE 25TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE AIR FORCE 
SPACE COMMAND 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Armed Services be discharged from fur-
ther consideration and the Senate pro-
ceed to S. Res 389. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 389) commemorating 

the 25th Anniversary of the United States 
Air Force Space Command headquartered at 
Peterson Air Force Base, Colorado. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

f 

U.S. AIR FORCE SPACE COMMAND 
Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, this 

year marks the 25th anniversary of the 
U.S. Air Force Space Command. In 
1982, the U.S. Air Force created the 
U.S. Air Force Space Command to de-
fend North America through its space 
and intercontinental ballistic oper-
ations. Since its creation, Air Force 
Space Command has become a leader in 
defense capabilities. They provide a 
significant portion of U.S. Strategic 
Command’s warfighting capabilities, 
including missile warning, strategic 
deterrence, and space-based surveil-
lance capabilities. They now monitor 
space radars providing vital informa-
tion on the location of satellites and 
space debris for the Nation and the 
world. 

Today, nearly 25 years after the es-
tablishment of U.S. Air Force Space 
Command, space plays an even more 
important role in national security. 
The current war on terror requires ex-
tensive use of space-based communica-
tions, GPS and meteorological data to 
effectively prosecute military oper-
ations. The United States relies on 
space for warfighting capabilities, mis-
sile defense, and strategic deterrence. 
Air Force Space Command has been a 
leader in this area and remains a crit-
ical component of national security. 

I would also like to recognize the 
men and women of Air Force Space 
Command. Their hard work and dedica-
tion provide vital support to our mili-
tary and the security of this Nation. 
They have been instrumental in dis-
aster relief and homeland defense. I 
thank them for their service to the Na-
tion. 

Mr. President, I am proud ask that 
the Senate unanimously pass this reso-
lution today recognizing the contribu-
tions and achievements of Air Force 
Space Command over the past 25 years. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
and the motions to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 389) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 389 

Whereas, on September 1, 1982, the United 
States Air Force created the United States 
Air Force Space Command to defend North 
America through its space and interconti-
nental ballistic missile operations; 

Whereas 2007 marks the 25th year of excel-
lence and service of Air Force Space Com-
mand to the United States of America; 

Whereas the mission of Air Force Space 
Command is to deliver trained and ready air-
men with unrivaled space capabilities to de-
fend the United States; 

Whereas Air Force Space Command orga-
nizes, trains, and equips forces to supply 
combatant commanders with the space and 
intercontinental ballistic missile capabili-
ties to defend the United States and its na-
tional interests; 

Whereas Air Force Space Command’s 
ground-based radar and Defense Support Pro-
gram satellites monitor ballistic missile 
launches around the world to guard against a 
surprise missile attack on North America; 

Whereas Air Force Space Command pro-
vides a significant portion of United States 
Strategic Command’s war fighting capabili-
ties, including missile warning, strategic de-
terrence, and space-based surveillance capa-
bilities; 

Whereas Air Force Space Command space 
radar provide vital information on the loca-
tion of satellites and space debris for the Na-
tion and the world; 

Whereas the current war on terror requires 
extensive use of space-based communica-
tions, global positioning systems, and mete-
orological data to effectively prosecute mili-
tary operations; 

Whereas Air Force Space Command pro-
vides war fighters with ‘‘high ground’’ 
through satellite communications and posi-
tioning and timing data for ground and air 
operations and weapons delivery; 

Whereas Air Force Space Command de-
ployed helicopters to the Gulf Coast region 
during the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina 
to deliver meals, water, and medical supplies 
and to conduct search and rescue operations; 

Whereas the work done by the men and 
women of Air Force Space Command is vital 
to our military, making the Nation more 
combat effective and helping save lives every 
day; and 

Whereas Air Force Space Command advo-
cates space capabilities and systems for all 
unified commands and military services, and 
collectively provides space capabilities 
America needs today and in the future: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the contributions made by 

Air Force Space Command to the security of 
the United States; and 

(2) commemorates Air Force Space Com-
mand’s 25 years of excellence and service to 
the Nation. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

MAKING TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS 
TO THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of H.R. 4839. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the bill by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 4839) to amend the Internal 

Revenue Code of 1986 to make technical cor-
rections, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, in con-
nection with H.R. 4839, the Tax Tech-
nical Corrections Act of 2007, the non-
partisan Joint Committee on Taxation 
is making available to the public a doc-
ument that contains a technical expla-
nation of the bill. This technical expla-
nation expresses the Senate Finance 
Committee’s understanding of the tax 
and other provisions of the bill and 
serves as a useful reference in under-
standing the legislative intent behind 
this important legislation. 

I ask unanimous consent to have this 
technical explanation printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

I. TAX TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS ACT OF 2007 

The bill includes technical corrections to 
recently enacted tax legislation. Except as 
otherwise provided, the amendments made 
by the technical corrections contained in the 
bill take effect as if included in the original 
legislation to which each amendment re-
lates. 

Amendment Related to the Tax Relief and 
Health Care Act of 2006 

Individuals with long-term unused credits 
under the alternative minimum tax (Act sec. 
402 of Division A).—Under present law, an in-
dividual’s minimum tax credit allowable for 
any taxable year beginning after December 
20, 2006, and before January 1, 2013, is not less 
than the ‘‘AMT refundable credit amount.’’ 
The AMT refundable credit amount is the 
greater of (1) the lesser of $5,000 or the long- 
term unused minimum tax credit, or (2) 20 
percent of the long-term unused minimum 
tax credit. The long-term unused minimum 
tax credit for any taxable year means the 
portion of the minimum tax credit attrib-
utable to the adjusted net minimum tax for 
taxable years before the 3rd taxable year im-
mediately preceding the taxable year (as-
suming the credits are used on a first-in, 
first-out basis). In the case of an individual 
whose adjusted gross income for a taxable 
year exceeds the threshold amount (within 
the meaning of section 151(d)(3)(C)), the AMT 
refundable credit amount is reduced by the 
applicable percentage (within the meaning of 
section 151(d)(3)(B)). The additional credit al-
lowable by reason of this provision is refund-
able. 

The provision amends the definition of the 
AMT refundable credit amount. The provi-
sion provides that the AMT refundable credit 
amount (before any reduction by reason of 
adjusted gross income) is an amount (not in 
excess of the long-term unused minimum tax 
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