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‘‘(B) Operating and maintaining such a ceme-

tery. 
‘‘(2) A grant under paragraph (1) may be 

made only upon submission of an application to 
the Secretary in such form and manner, and 
containing such information, as the Secretary 
may require.’’. 

(2) LIMITATION ON AMOUNTS AWARDED.—Sub-
section (e) of such section is amended— 

(A) by inserting ‘‘(1)’’ before ‘‘Amounts’’; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following new 

paragraph: 
‘‘(2) In any fiscal year, the aggregate amount 

of grants awarded under this section for the 
purposes specified in subsection (a)(1)(B) may 
not exceed $5,000,000.’’. 

(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Such section 
is further amended— 

(A) in subsection (b)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘Grants under this section’’ 

and inserting ‘‘A grant under this section for a 
purpose described in subsection (a)(1)(A)’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘a grant under this section’’ 
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘such a 
grant’’; 

(B) in subsection (d), by striking ‘‘to assist 
such State in establishing, expanding, or im-
proving a veterans’ cemetery’’; and 

(C) in subsection (f)(1), by inserting ‘‘, or in 
operating and maintaining such cemeteries,’’ 
after ‘‘veterans’ cemeteries’’. 

(4) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall prescribe reg-
ulations to carry out the amendments made by 
this subsection. 
SEC. 203. MODIFICATION OF AUTHORITIES ON 

PROVISION OF GOVERNMENT 
HEADSTONES AND MARKERS FOR 
BURIALS OF VETERANS AT PRIVATE 
CEMETERIES. 

(a) REPEAL OF EXPIRATION OF AUTHORITY.— 
Subsection (d) of section 2306 of title 38, United 
States Code, as amended by section 201, is fur-
ther amended— 

(1) by striking paragraph (3); and 
(2) by redesignating paragraphs (4) and (5), as 

added by that section, as paragraphs (3) and 
(4), respectively. 

(b) RETROACTIVE EFFECTIVE DATE.—Notwith-
standing subsection (d) of section 502 of the Vet-
erans Education and Benefits Expansion Act of 
2001 (Public Law 107–103; 115 Stat. 995; 38 
U.S.C. 2306 note) or any other provision of law, 
the amendments made by that section and by 
subsections (a), (b), (c), (d), and (f) of section 
402 of the Veterans Benefits, Health Care, and 
Information Technology Act of 2006 (Public Law 
109–461; 120 Stat. 3429) shall take effect as of No-
vember 1, 1990, and shall apply with respect to 
headstones and markers for the graves of indi-
viduals dying on or after that date. 

TITLE III—OTHER MATTERS 
SEC. 301. USE OF NATIONAL DIRECTORY OF NEW 

HIRES FOR INCOME VERIFICATION 
PURPOSES FOR CERTAIN VETERANS 
BENEFITS. 

(a) AUTHORITY FOR INFORMATION COMPARI-
SONS AND DISCLOSURES OF INFORMATION TO AS-
SIST IN ADMINISTRATION OF CERTAIN VETERANS 
BENEFITS.—Section 453(j) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 653(j)) is amended by adding at 
the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(11) INFORMATION COMPARISONS AND DISCLO-
SURES TO ASSIST IN ADMINISTRATION OF CERTAIN 
VETERANS BENEFITS.— 

‘‘(A) FURNISHING OF INFORMATION BY SEC-
RETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.—Subject to the 
provisions of this paragraph, the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs shall furnish to the Secretary, 
on such periodic basis as determined by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs in consultation with 
the Secretary, information in the custody of the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs for comparison 
with information in the National Directory of 
New Hires, in order to obtain information in 
such Directory with respect to individuals who 
are applying for or receiving— 

‘‘(i) needs-based pension benefits provided 
under chapter 15 of title 38, United States Code, 
or under any other law administered by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs; 

‘‘(ii) parents’ dependency and indemnity com-
pensation provided under section 1315 of title 38, 
United States Code; 

‘‘(iii) health care services furnished under 
subsections (a)(2)(G), (a)(3), or (b) of section 
1710 of title 38, United States Code; or 

‘‘(iv) compensation paid under chapter 11 of 
title 38, United States Code, at the 100 percent 
rate based solely on unemployability and with-
out regard to the fact that the disability or dis-
abilities are not rated as 100 percent disabling 
under the rating schedule. 

‘‘(B) REQUIREMENT TO SEEK MINIMUM INFOR-
MATION.—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall seek information pursuant to this para-
graph only to the extent necessary to verify the 
employment and income of individuals described 
in subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(C) DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY.— 
‘‘(i) INFORMATION DISCLOSURE.—The Sec-

retary, in cooperation with the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, shall compare information in the 
National Directory of New Hires with informa-
tion provided by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs with respect to individuals described in 
subparagraph (A), and shall disclose informa-
tion in such Directory regarding such individ-
uals to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, in ac-
cordance with this paragraph, for the purposes 
specified in this paragraph. 

‘‘(ii) CONDITION ON DISCLOSURE.—The Sec-
retary shall make disclosures in accordance 
with clause (i) only to the extent that the Sec-
retary determines that such disclosures do not 
interfere with the effective operation of the pro-
gram under this part. 

‘‘(D) USE OF INFORMATION BY SECRETARY OF 
VETERANS AFFAIRS.—The Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs may use information resulting from a 
data match pursuant to this paragraph only— 

‘‘(i) for the purposes specified in subpara-
graph (B); and 

‘‘(ii) after removal of personal identifiers, to 
conduct analyses of the employment and income 
reporting of individuals described in subpara-
graph (A). 

‘‘(E) REIMBURSEMENT OF HHS COSTS.—The 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall reimburse 
the Secretary, in accordance with subsection 
(k)(3), for the costs incurred by the Secretary in 
furnishing the information requested under this 
paragraph. 

‘‘(F) CONSENT.—The Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall not seek, use, or disclose information 
under this paragraph relating to an individual 
without the prior written consent of such indi-
vidual (or of a person legally authorized to con-
sent on behalf of such individual). 

‘‘(G) EXPIRATION OF AUTHORITY.—The author-
ity under this paragraph shall expire on Sep-
tember 30, 2011.’’. 

(b) AMENDMENTS TO VETERANS AFFAIRS AU-
THORITY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 53 of title 38, United 
States Code, is amended by inserting after sec-
tion 5317 the following new section: 
‘‘§ 5317A. Use of income information from 

other agencies: independent verification re-
quired before termination or reduction of 
certain benefits and services 
‘‘(a) INDEPENDENT VERIFICATION REQUIRED.— 

The Secretary may terminate, deny, suspend, or 
reduce any benefit or service specified in section 
5317(c), with respect to an individual under age 
65 who is an applicant for or recipient of such 
a benefit or service, by reason of information ob-
tained from the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services under section 453(j)(11) of the Social Se-
curity Act, only if the Secretary takes appro-
priate steps to verify independently information 
relating to the individual’s employment and in-
come from employment. 

‘‘(b) OPPORTUNITY TO CONTEST FINDINGS.— 
The Secretary shall inform each individual for 

whom the Secretary terminates, denies, sus-
pends, or reduces any benefit or service under 
subsection (a) of the findings made by the Sec-
retary under such subsection on the basis of 
verified information and shall provide to the in-
dividual an opportunity to contest such findings 
in the same manner as applies to other informa-
tion and findings relating to eligibility for the 
benefit or service involved. 

‘‘(c) SOURCE OF FUNDS FOR REIMBURSEMENT 
TO SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERV-
ICES.—The Secretary shall pay the expense of 
reimbursing the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services in accordance with section 453(j)(11)(E) 
of the Social Security Act, for the cost incurred 
by the Secretary of Health and Human Services 
in furnishing information requested by the Sec-
retary under section 453(j)(11) of such Act, from 
amounts available to the Department for the 
payment of compensation and pensions. 

‘‘(d) EXPIRATION OF AUTHORITY.—The author-
ity under this section shall expire on September 
30, 2011.’’. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter is amend-
ed by inserting after the item relating to section 
5317 the following new item: 

‘‘5317A. Use of income information from other 
agencies: independent verification 
required before termination or re-
duction of certain benefits and 
services.’’. 

SEC. 302. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY OF SEC-
RETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS TO 
PROVIDE AN EDUCATIONAL ASSIST-
ANCE ALLOWANCE TO PERSONS PER-
FORMING QUALIFYING WORK-STUDY 
ACTIVITIES. 

Section 3485(a)(4) of title 38, United States 
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘June 30, 2007’’ 
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘June 30, 
2010’’. 

Amend the title so as to read: ‘‘An Act to 
amend title 38, United States Code, to im-
prove low-vision benefits matters, matters 
relating to burial and memorial affairs, and 
other matters under the laws administered 
by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, and for 
other purposes.’’. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate concur 
in the House amendments to the Sen-
ate amendment, and the motion to re-
consider be laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXCEPTION FOR THE $1 COIN DIS-
PENSING CAPABILITY REQUIRE-
MENT 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to the immediate consideration of Cal-
endar No. 515, H.R. 3703. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 3703) to amend section 

5112(p)(1)(A) of title 31, United States Code, 
to allow an exception from the $1 coin dis-
pensing capability requirement for certain 
vending machines. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the bill be read the 
third time, passed, and the motion to 
reconsider be laid upon the table, and 
that any statements relating to the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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The bill (H.R. 3703) was ordered to a 

third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

DO-NOT-CALL REGISTRY FEE 
EXTENSION ACT OF 2007 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to the immediate consideration of Cal-
endar No. 537, S. 781. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 781) to extend the authority of 

the Federal Trade Commission to collect Do- 
Not-Call Registry fees to fiscal years after 
fiscal year 2007. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported by the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, with an amendment 

To strike all after the enacting 
clause and insert in lieu thereof the 
following: 

S. 781 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Do-Not-Call 
Registry Fee Extension Act of 2007’’. 
SEC. 2. FEES FOR ACCESS TO REGISTRY. 

Section 2, of the Do-Not-Call Implementation 
Act (15 U.S.C. 6101 note) is amended to read as 
follows: 
‘‘SEC. 2. TELEMARKETING SALES RULE; DO-NOT- 

CALL REGISTRY FEES. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Trade Com-

mission shall assess and collect an annual fee 
pursuant to this section in order to implement 
and enforce the ‘do-not-call’ registry as pro-
vided for in section 310.4(b)(1)(iii) of title 16, 
Code of Federal Regulations, or any other regu-
lation issued by the Commission under section 3 
of the Telemarketing and Consumer Fraud and 
Abuse Prevention Act (15 U.S.C. 6102). 

‘‘(b) ANNUAL FEES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall 

charge each person who accesses the ‘do-not- 
call’ registry an annual fee that is equal to the 
lesser of— 

‘‘(A) $54 for each area code of data accessed 
from the registry; or 

‘‘(B) $14,850 for access to every area code of 
data contained in the registry. 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTION.—The Commission shall not 
charge a fee to any person— 

‘‘(A) for accessing the first 5 area codes of 
data; or 

‘‘(B) for accessing area codes of data in the 
registry if the person is permitted to access, but 
is not required to access, the ‘do-not-call’ reg-
istry under section 310 of title 16, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations, section 64.1200 of title 47, Code 
of Federal Regulations, or any other Federal 
regulation or law. 

‘‘(3) DURATION OF ACCESS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall 

allow each person who pays the annual fee de-
scribed in paragraph (1), each person excepted 
under paragraph (2) from paying the annual 
fee, and each person excepted from paying an 
annual fee under section 310.4(b)(1)(iii)(B) of 
title 16, Code of Federal Regulations, to access 
the area codes of data in the ‘do-not-call’ reg-
istry for which the person has paid during that 
person’s annual period. 

‘‘(B) ANNUAL PERIOD.—In this paragraph, the 
term ‘annual period’ means the 12-month period 
beginning on the first day of the month in 
which a person pays the fee described in para-
graph (1). 

‘‘(c) ADDITIONAL FEES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall 

charge a person required to pay an annual fee 
under subsection (b) an additional fee for each 
additional area code of data the person wishes 
to access during that person’s annual period. 

‘‘(2) RATES.—For each additional area code of 
data to be accessed during the person’s annual 
period, the Commission shall charge— 

‘‘(A) $54 for access to such data if access to 
the area code of data is first requested during 
the first 6 months of the person’s annual period; 
or 

‘‘(B) $27 for access to such data if access to 
the area code of data is first requested after the 
first 6 months of the person’s annual period. 

‘‘(d) ADJUSTMENT OF FEES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(A) FISCAL YEAR 2009.—The dollar amount 

described in subsection (b) or (c) is the amount 
to be charged for fiscal year 2009. 

‘‘(B) FISCAL YEARS AFTER 2009.—For each fis-
cal year beginning after fiscal year 2009, each 
dollar amount in subsection (b)(1) and (c)(2) 
shall be increased by an amount equal to— 

‘‘(i) the dollar amount in paragraph (b)(1) or 
(c)(2), whichever is applicable, multiplied by 

‘‘(ii) the percentage (if any) by which the CPI 
for the most recently ended 12-month period 
ending on June 30 exceeds the baseline CPI. 

‘‘(2) ROUNDING.—Any increase under subpara-
graph (B) shall be rounded to the nearest dollar. 

‘‘(3) CHANGES LESS THAN 1 PERCENT.—The 
Commission shall not adjust the fees under this 
section if the change in the CPI is less than 1 
percent. 

‘‘(4) PUBLICATION.—Not later than September 
1 of each year the Commission shall publish in 
the Federal Register the adjustments to the ap-
plicable fees, if any, made under this subsection. 

‘‘(5) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) CPI.—The term ‘CPI’ means the average 

of the monthly consumer price index (for all 
urban consumers published by the Department 
of Labor). 

‘‘(B) BASELINE CPI.—The term ‘baseline CPI’ 
means the CPI for the 12-month period ending 
June 30, 2008. 

‘‘(e) PROHIBITION AGAINST FEE SHARING.—No 
person may enter into or participate in an ar-
rangement (as such term is used in section 
310.8(c) of the Commission’s regulations (16 
C.F.R. 310.8(c))) to share any fee required by 
subsection (b) or (c), including any arrangement 
to divide the costs to access the registry among 
various clients of a telemarketer or service pro-
vider. 

‘‘(f) HANDLING OF FEES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The commission shall de-

posit and credit as offsetting collections any fee 
collected under this section in the account ‘Fed-
eral Trade Commission—Salaries and Expenses’, 
and such sums shall remain available until ex-
pended. 

‘‘(2) LIMITATION.—No amount shall be col-
lected as a fee under this section for any fiscal 
year except to the extent provided in advance by 
appropriations Acts.’’. 
SEC. 3. REPORT. 

Section 4 of the Do-Not-Call Implementation 
Act (15 U.S.C. 6101 note) is amended to read as 
follows: 
‘‘SEC. 4. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS. 

‘‘(a) BIENNIAL REPORTS.—Not later than De-
cember 31, 2009, and biennially thereafter, the 
Federal Trade Commission, in consultation with 
the Federal Communications Commission, shall 
transmit a report to the Senate Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation and the 
House of Representatives Committee on Energy 
and Commerce that includes— 

‘‘(1) the number of consumers who have 
placed their telephone numbers on the registry; 

‘‘(2) the number of persons paying fees for ac-
cess to the registry and the amount of such fees; 

‘‘(3) the impact on the ‘do-not-call’ registry 
of— 

‘‘(A) the 5-year reregistration requirement; 
‘‘(B) new telecommunications technology; and 
‘‘(C) number portability and abandoned tele-

phone numbers; and 
‘‘(4) the impact of the established business re-

lationship exception on businesses and con-
sumers. 

‘‘(b) ADDITIONAL REPORT.—Not later than De-
cember 31, 2009, the Federal Trade Commission, 
in consultation with the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, shall transmit a report to the 
Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation and the House of Representa-
tives Committee on Energy and Commerce that 
includes— 

‘‘(1) the effectiveness of do-not-call outreach 
and enforcement efforts with regard to senior 
citizens and immigrant communities; 

‘‘(2) the impact of the exceptions to the do- 
not-call registry on businesses and consumers, 
including an analysis of the effectiveness of the 
registry and consumer perceptions of the reg-
istry’s effectiveness; and 

‘‘(3) the impact of abandoned calls made by 
predictive dialing devices on do-not-call 
enforcment.’’. 
SEC. 4. RULEMAKING. 

The Federal Trade Commission may issue 
rules, in accordance with section 553 of title 5, 
United States Code, as necessary and appro-
priate to carry out the amendments to the Do- 
Not-Call Implementation Act (15 U.S.C. 6101 
note) made by this Act. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the committee-re-
ported amendment be considered and 
agreed to, the bill as amended be read 
a third time, passed, and the motion to 
reconsider be laid upon the table, and 
that any statements relating thereto 
be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee amendment in the 
nature of a substitute was agreed to. 

The bill (S. 781), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

f 

DO-NOT-CALL IMPROVEMENT ACT 
OF 2007 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to the immediate consideration of Cal-
endar No. 539, S. 2096. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 2096) to amend the Do-Not-Call 

Implementation Act to eliminate the auto-
matic removal of telephone numbers reg-
istered on the Federal ‘‘do-not-call’’ registry. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation with an amendment to strike all 
after the enacting clause and insert in 
lieu thereof the following: 

S. 2096 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Do-Not-Call Im-
provement Act of 2007’’. 
SEC. 2. PROHIBITION OF EXPIRATION DATE FOR 

REGISTERED TELEPHONE NUMBERS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The registration of a tele-

phone number on the do-not-call registry of the 
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