December 13, 2007

Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, December 13, 2007, at 10 a.m.,
in room 253 of the Russell Senate Office
Building, for the purposes of con-
ducting a hearing.

At this hearing, the committee mem-
bers will hear from the five Federal
Communications Commission comis-
sioners on current proceedings involv-
ing media and telecommunications pol-
icy.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Thursday,
December 13, 2007, at 2:30 p.m., in room
SD366 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building in order to conduct a hearing.
At this hearing, the committee will
hear testimony regarding forest res-
toration and hazardous fuels reduction
efforts in the forests of Oregon and
Washington.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC

WORKS

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Thursday,
December 13, 2007, at 9 a.m. in room
SD-406 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building in order to conduct a hearing
entitled, ‘“The Clean Water Act fol-
lowing the recent Supreme Court deci-
sions in Solid Waste Agency of North-
ern Cook County and Rapanos-
Carabell.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, December 13, 2007. at 10
a.m., in room SD-215 of the Dirksen
Senate Office Building, in order to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘“The Housing
Decline: The Extent of the Problem
and Potential Remedies.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, December 13, 2007, at a
time to be determined in room SD-215
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building,
to consider the nominations of Chris-
topher A. Padilla, to be Under Sec-
retary of Commerce for International
Trade; Christina H. Pearson, to be As-
sistant Secretary Public Affairs, U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services; Benjamin Eric Sasse, to be
Assistant Secretary Planning and
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Evaluation, U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services; and Charles E.F.
Millard, to be Director of the Pension
Benefit Guaranty Corporation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, December 13, 2007,
at 2:30 p.m. in order to hold a hearing
on global fight against AIDS, tuber-
culosis, and malaria.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate in order to conduct an Executive
Business meeting on Thursday, Decem-
ber 13, 2007, at 10 a.m. in room SD-226
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building.

Agenda

1. Resolutions of Contempt
11. Bills

S. 2402, FISA Intelligence Surveil-
lance Substitution Act of 2007, (Spec-
ter); S. 344, A bill to permit the tele-
vising of Supreme Court Proceedings,
(Specter, Grassley, Durbin, Schumer,
Feingold, Cornyn); S. 1638, Federal Ju-
dicial Salary Restoration Act of 2007,
(Leahy, Hatch, Feinstein, Graham,
Kennedy); S. 1829, Protect Our Children
First Act of 2007, (Leahy, Hatch, Schu-
mer); S. 431, Keeping the Internet De-
void of Sexual Predators Act of 2007,
(Schumer, McCain, Grassley, Specter,
Kyl); S. 2344, Internet Safety Education
Act of 2007, (Menendez).

111. Resolution

S. Res. 388, Designating the week of
February 4 through February 8, 2008, as
“National Teen Dating Violence
Awareness and Prevention Week”,
(Crapo, Biden).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent for the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs to be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Thursday, December 13, 2007.
The Committee will meet off the Sen-
ate Floor in the Reception room to
consider the nomination of LTG James
B. Peake (Ret.) for Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs after the first Floor vote
that occurs on Thursday.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on December 13, 2007, at 2:30
p.m. in order to hold a closed hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

S15567

SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT OF GOVERNMENT
MANAGEMENT, THE FEDERAL WORKFORCE,
AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Com-

mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs’ Subcommittee on

Oversight of Government Management,

the Federal Workforce, and the Dis-

trict of Columbia be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate

on Thursday, December 13, 2007, at 10:00

a.m. in order to conduct a hearing enti-

tled, ‘“‘Prioritizing Management: Imple-

menting Chief Management Officers at

Federal Agencies.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Tess Mullen of
my staff be granted floor privileges for
the duration of today’s session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Executive Calendar Nos. 392, 397,
398, 399, and 400; and the Coast Guard
nominations at the Secretary’s desk;
that the nominations be confirmed, the
motions to reconsider be laid upon the
table, the President be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action, and the
Senate then return to legislative ses-
sion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed en bloc are as follows:

THE JUDICIARY

Amul R. Thapar, of Kentucky, to be United
States District Judge for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Kentucky, vice Joseph M. Hood, re-
tiring.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Ronald Jay Tenpas, of Maryland, to be an
Assistant Attorney General.

Gregory A. Brower, of Nevada, to be United
States Attorney for the District of Nevada
for the term of four years.

Diane J. Humetewa, of Arizona, to be
United States Attorney for the District of
Arizona for the term of four years.

Edmund A. Booth, Jr., of Georgia, to be
United States Attorney for the Southern
District of Georgia for the term of four
years.

NOMINATIONS PLACED ON THE SECRETARY’S

DESK
IN THE COAST GUARD

PN1039 COAST GUARD nominations (271)
beginning STEVEN C. ACOSTA, and ending
Marc A. Zlomek, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of November 7, 2007.

PN1055 COAST GUARD nominations (4) be-
ginning Damon L. Bentley, and ending
Tanya C. Saunders, which nominations were
received by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of November 15, 2007.
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