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Street Journal stated, In this bill, the 
biggest winner is OPEC. So, Mr. Speak-
er, maybe to survive, Texas and the 
other oil-producing States should just 
join OPEC and get a better deal on our 
crude oil. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

NON-INTERVENTION AND 
NEUTRALITY 

(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, Bruce 
Fein is a nationally syndicated col-
umnist who was a high-ranking official 
during the Reagan administration. He 
does not support a neocon, globalist, 
world policeman-type of foreign policy 
for the U.S., a foreign policy that used 
to be considered as the policy of lib-
erals. 

Last week, Mr. Fein wrote a column 
describing the traditional conservative 
view. He wrote: ‘‘Non-intervention and 
global neutrality should be the na-
tional security creed of the United 
States. Every soldier deployed abroad 
should be returned to deter and defend 
the United States at home. Non-inter-
vention and neutrality everywhere, 
coupled with the threat to annihilate 
any United States attacker would 
make the country safer, freer, and 
more prosperous. Foreign adventurisms 
create more enemies than they de-
stroy. 

He also quoted George Washington’s 
farewell address, in which President 
Washington warned against ‘‘over-
grown military establishments which, 
under any form of government, are in-
auspicious to liberty, and which are to 
be regarded as particularly hostile to 
republican liberty.’’ 

In other words, Mr. Speaker, the tra-
ditional conservative view is what was 
expressed by President Bush during the 
2000 campaign when he came out very 
strongly against nation building and 
said the U.S. needed a more humble 
foreign policy. 

f 

AMT PATCH 

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, at $2.9 
trillion, the Federal budget is bigger 
than the entire economy of every sin-
gle country on Earth, except Japan. 
Bigger than the economies of China, 
bigger than the economy of Britain, 
bigger than the economy of Germany. 
Just the Federal budget is larger than 
all of those economies. 

So, Mr. Speaker, my friends on the 
other side of the aisle, I want to ask 
them this question: Out of $2.9 trillion, 
can’t you trim enough money to stop 
impending tax increases on the middle 
class and every American in this coun-
try, rather than proposing new tax in-
creases? Unfortunately, the actions of 
this Congress say no, that the Demo-

crat majority is intent on raising taxes 
in order to grow and expand this rather 
large and bloated Federal Government. 

Mr. Speaker, I think it’s important 
the American people know what the 
Democrats in Congress are intending to 
do, and that is to raise taxes and grow 
government. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous 
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes 
each. 

f 

STOPPING YOUTH VIOLENCE IN 
AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Connecticut (Mr. LARSON) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to address an ex-
traordinarily important issue, one 
that, quite frankly, is not often dis-
cussed on this very floor and needs in 
so many ways to be brought forward, 
not only to the attention of the Mem-
bers of this body, but a dialogue that 
needs to reach out all across this coun-
try to discuss the devastating trends of 
youth violence. I am pleased to note 
that colleagues today, including 
STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES, BOBBY SCOTT, 
YVETTE CLARKE, DONALD PAYNE, SHEI-
LA JACKSON-LEE and LINDA SÁNCHEZ, 
will be coming to the floor under these 
5-minute Special Orders to also address 
this issue of youth violence. 

There isn’t a day that goes by that 
we don’t thank our veterans for the 
sacrifice that they have made and note 
the loss of life that has taken place in 
Iraq and in Afghanistan and the 
wounded. And we take great pride, and 
rightfully so, in this Chamber for mak-
ing sure that we are providing for our 
veterans, providing especially for those 
that come home with post-traumatic 
stress syndrome, and addressing these 
concerns in a meaningful and signifi-
cant way. And yet here in our own 
country, in our cities, in our suburbs, 
most recently out in Nebraska, violent 
deaths and shootings take place and 
seemingly go unnoticed. 

JOHN LEWIS traveled with me to 
Hartford, Connecticut, to address there 
a group of citizens concerned about vi-
olence in the neighborhood, where in 
2006, 16 shootings took place in a single 
week. At that hearing, a Vietnam vet-
eran, Steven Harris, stood up and said, 
I appreciate what Congress is doing on 
behalf of veterans and providing them 
with post-traumatic stress syndrome 
relief. But what about the kids in my 
neighborhood who have to deal with 
this on a regular basis? What about the 
youth all across this country who are 
perishing? 

There are incredible statistics, Mr. 
Speaker, that this body needs to dis-
cuss in a way that will send hope out to 

our communities and our neighbor-
hoods. Homicide is the second leading 
cause of death among 15 to 24-year-olds 
overall. Homicide is the leading cause 
of death for African Americans be-
tween the ages of 10 to 24 and the sec-
ond leading cause of death for His-
panics of that age. Guns are a factor in 
most of these homicides. 

In a nationwide survey of high school 
students, 6 percent reported not going 
to school on one or more days in the 30 
days preceding the survey because they 
felt unsafe at school or on their way to 
and from school. Children who have 
witnessed violence in their commu-
nities are vulnerable to serious, long- 
term problems. This country stood and 
paused and we said the world had 
changed forever after September 11. 
But for grandmothers in their commu-
nities, the world had changed before 
that, because this kind of senseless vio-
lence continues. 

This Nation, this Congress, must 
solve this problem. The problem cannot 
be addressed explicitly through incar-
ceration. We have ample amounts of 
punitive measures that exist on our 
books today. What we don’t have is a 
comprehensive approach to it, reaching 
out into these communities, assisting 
and helping and providing the plans 
such as BOBBY SCOTT has outlined, 
‘‘From Cradle to College,’’ that provide 
the hope, that provide the leadership 
for communities coming together in a 
manner in which they care about our 
children. 

We are aware of what is happening 
all around the world, and we can come 
to this floor and chronicle it. But in 
our own cities, in our own States, we 
must begin to speak and save our chil-
dren there. 

f 

b 1500 

BORDER AGENTS CAMPION AND 
RAMOS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SARBANES). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. POE) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, at this time of 
the year, it is common for whatever 
President is in power to review re-
quests for pardons and for 
commutations of sentence. And yester-
day, the President exercised his con-
stitutional authority and pardoned nu-
merous individuals, at least 29 of them, 
and I have all of their names here. I 
count seven drug dealers that were par-
doned, one individual for receiving 
kickbacks in defense procurements 
contracts, and he commuted one sen-
tence of an individual that was aiding 
and abetting the distribution of co-
caine. 

I want to make it clear; the Presi-
dent has the absolute power under the 
Constitution to pardon anybody he 
wishes or commute the sentence. And I 
want to read part of the Constitution, 
a pocketbook Constitution that many 
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