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Westmoreland Wilson (OH) Wu
Wexler Wilson (SC) Wynn
Whitfield (KY) Wittman (VA) Yarmuth
Wicker Wolf
Wilson (NM) Woolsey
NAYS—27
Bachus Franks (AZ) Petri
Barrett (SC) Gohmert Poe
Blumenauer Hensarling Sensenbrenner
Brady (TX) Hoekstra Shadegg
Burton (IN) Hunter Souder
Carter Johnson, Sam Stearns
Culberson King (IA) Tancredo
Duncan Kucinich Thornberry
Flake Lewis (CA) Young (AK)
NOT VOTING—21
Ackerman Cubin Miller, Gary
Berman Heller Paul
Blackburn Hooley Ruppersberger
Boucher Jindal Tauscher
Carson Kilpatrick Terry
Cleaver Lamborn Walsh (NY)
Crenshaw McNulty Young (FL)
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Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina

changed his vote from ‘“‘yea’” to ‘‘nay.”

So the joint resolution was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, on
rollcall No. 1162, | was delayed because | was
meeting with constituents from my district and
| was taking them on a tour of the Capitol.
Had | been present, | would have voted “yea.”

—————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained over the past few days to
come to the floor of the House of Representa-
tives to cast my vote on certain rollcall votes.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“aye” for rollcall Nos. 1125 and 1160. | would
have voted “yea” for rollcall Nos. 1124
through 1138, rollcall No. 1142, rolicall No.
1145, rollcall Nos. 1152 through 1158, and
rollcall Nos. 1161 and 1162.

| would have voted “nay” for rollcall No.
1159.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. HELLER of Nevada. Mr. Speaker, | was
absent for a series of votes today due to per-
sonal family reasons. | request that my votes
be recorded in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

On rollcall No. 1156 on Ordering the Pre-
vious Question on House Resolution 869, |
would have voted “nay.”

On rollcall No. 1157 on
vious Question on House
would have voted “nay.”

On rollcall No. 1158 on passage of House
Resolution 859, | would have voted “nay.”

On rollcall No. 1159 on the motion to re-
commit the Conference Report (H.R. 2082)
with Instructions, | would have voted “nay.”

On rollcall No. 1160 on agreeing to the Con-
ference Report (H.R. 2082), | would have
voted “nay.”

On rollcall No. 1161, to table the appeal of
the ruling of the Chair, | would have voted
“nay.”

On rollcall No. 1162, on passage of H.J.
Res. 69, | would have voted “yea.”

Ordering the Pre-
Resolution 859, |

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1201

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that my name be re-
moved as a cosponsor of H.R. 1201, the
Freedom and Innovation Revitalizing
U.S. Entrepreneurship Act of 2007.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

————

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS

(Mr. BLUNT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
my friend, the gentleman from Mary-
land, the majority leader, for informa-
tion about what I hope to be the last
week’s schedule of this working year.

Mr. HOYER. One week longer than I
had hoped.

I thank the gentleman. On Monday,
the House will meet at 10:30 a.m. for
morning-hour debate and noon for leg-
islative business with any votes or-
dered postponed until 6:30 p.m. On
Tuesday, the House will meet at 9 a.m.
for morning-hour debate and 10 a.m. for
legislative business. On Wednesday, the
House will meet at 10 a.m. for legisla-
tive business.

We will consider several bills under
suspension of the rules, and most of
those bills will be announced before the
close of business tomorrow.

We will also expect further action on
the following items: energy legislation,
terrorism risk insurance, the fiscal 2008
appropriations package, the alter-
native minimum tax, the children’s
health insurance program. And there
may be within the children’s health
program, depending on what the Sen-
ate does, dealing with the reimburse-
ment of providers under Medicare, the
docs.

I might also add to that, Members
ought to know it is possible that de-
pending upon the administrative work
that can be accomplished over the next
4 or 5 days, it is possible that Monday
night we might consider the omnibus
appropriation bill. I mention that, but
I want you to know that that is pos-
sible.

Mr. BLUNT. On that topic, my
friend, I wonder, do you have any sense
on what time over the weekend or on
Monday it would become obvious, the
Monday evening work, because we have
had many Members, as I am sure you
have, inquire about that specific issue.

Mr. HOYER. The chairman of the
committee, Mr. OBEY, has made it very
clear that he wants to, although this is
essentially an amendment, he wants to
meet the 24-hour notice so that Mem-
bers have 24 hours. So that would re-
quire Sunday night, we hope we can
reach Sunday, for the posting of the
bill on the Rules Committee Web site,
which is usually how notice is given.
And we are hopeful that will be done by
Sunday night so that by Monday night
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it would be hopefully ready for consid-
eration.

I want to say that the energy legisla-
tion will be considered, assuming we
get the bill from the Senate, assuming
we are ready to do that, considered
done on Tuesday.

Mr. BLUNT. I thank the gentleman
for that, and let me just clarify in my
own mind. The energy legislation
would not be considered on Monday,
but if we get it, I am anticipating it
would be considered on Tuesday.

Mr. HOYER. Energy legislation will
be considered on Tuesday.

Mr. BLUNT. And then further clari-
fication on your observation about
more action on the children’s health
insurance program as it relates to the
doc fix. I am a little unclear on your
information on that.

Mr. HOYER. As you know, in our bill
that we sent to the Senate, which the
Senate did not pass, and it is still pend-
ing in the Senate, we made provision
for the doctors reimbursement, which
is going to be cut by 10 percent, as you
know, on January 1. As a result of
that, we are very concerned that there
are some providers that may feel they
no longer can afford to give services to
those under Medicare. We think that is
something that none of us want to have
happen, so I wanted to put you on no-
tice, so you knew that that was a possi-
bility if their agreement could be
reached on that issue. As you know,
the Senate has not passed it.

But I am mentioning SCHIP, they
may be combined, they may not be, I
don’t know, because that is a health
care issue, and we have been talking
about it as a combined. I wanted you to
simply know that when I mentioned
SCHIP that may well be subsumed in
that or a separate item, if, in fact,
agreement can be reached.

Mr. BLUNT. I will take that informa-
tion and thank you for that informa-
tion.

On the AMT, on the alternative min-
imum tax, the status on that right now
is the Senate has sent over a bill with-
out an offsetting tax pay-for, has
passed one. Can you give me some in-
formation of where that bill is at this
moment?

Mr. HOYER. The Senate bill is still
in the Senate, as I understand it. We
have passed, as you know, a House bill
with a different pay-for so that the def-
icit is not increased by our actions. As
you know, on this side of the aisle we
feel very strongly, I underline ‘‘very,”
strongly that the alternative minimum
tax, I think to a Member, agree was
not intended to affect some of the peo-
ple that it will affect if it is not modi-
fied. We want to modify it, but we
don’t want to modify it at the expense
of our children and grandchildren hav-
ing to fill the hole that will be left by
the loss in revenues on which the ad-
ministration has counted in its budgets
for not this year but succeeding years
for the next 9 years. If that money is
not there and expenditures are not cut,
or revenues are not raised, then we will
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increase the budget deficit by a very
substantial amount, billions and bil-
lions of dollars, at least $100 billion
just by this one action. So we have
passed a bill. The Senate has passed a
bill. The Senate still has its bill. It has
not passed over here.

Mr. BLUNT. I will look forward to
that coming back from the Senate. I
would say whether the administration
does it or we do it, this policy of taking
revenue we don’t have now, that we
don’t think we should be collecting and
creating a situation where we have to
come up with another tax to collect it,
and you mentioned the administration
did that, and I believe you are right,
that they did anticipate that, I think
that was a wrong thing for them to do.
I think it is unfortunate we have let
this tax get into this situation.

Mr. HOYER. I understand the gentle-
man’s position, but you understand for
the last 5 or 6 years the Republican
budgets have done the same thing.

Mr. BLUNT. And I understand for the
last 5 or 6 years we have taken the ini-
tial step necessary by June to not let
this encumber the tax collecting sys-
tem. And even if we now are able to
clarify this, it is so late that it is going
to have impact on how people can file
their taxes next year. I certainly would
agree with any premise to suggest this
should have been taken care of long
ago. And as my good friend knows, we
did send a bill that I voted for to Presi-
dent Clinton in 1999 that would have
eliminated this tax. We should have
done that at that time. I am sorry we
couldn’t figure out a way to work to-
gether and eliminate that tax then so
we wouldn’t have to wrestle with this
issue every year between then and now.

Mr. HOYER. I appreciate the gentle-
man’s observation about the 1997. I
don’t believe that was paid for either. I
am not absolutely positive on that, but
that is why I believe the veto occurred.
But we all agree we ought to eliminate
the AMT. But there is no doubt there is
a very significant philosophical and
policy difference between the President
and your side and our side in terms of
whether or not, when you eliminate
and you make the patch, there is no
money to do the patch. So when you
take that money away, you have to fill
it either with borrowing, as we have
done over the last number of years, or
you fill it with additional revenues. If
you fill it with additional revenues, fu-
ture generations are not paying the
bill. If you fill it with borrowing or just
leaving the emergency spending hole,
future generations have to pay for it.

Now, I know we disagree on that, but
it is, I think, a very honest philo-
sophical and policy difference, and the
bills reflect that.

Mr. BLUNT. They do, and it is a dif-
ference. I think the third thing that
should be considered, that unfortu-
nately we still are not able to bring
ourselves to consider, is how you man-
age to deal with that revenue shortfall
by savings and spending, by just not
planning to spend it. But the Presi-
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dent’s budget did, your budget did. I
don’t agree with the President’s budget
and I voted against the majority’s
budget, and we do have to look at sav-
ings as one of the options. The Presi-
dent’s budget, the President would
have increased spending by over 6 per-
cent, by over 4% percent in the bills
left, and I think that is the number
right now we are trying to deal with. I
look forward to working with the gen-
tleman as we deal with that, get the
work of this year’s Congress done, and
let our Members go home and talk
about what we have done or what we
have failed to do.

Mr. HOYER. I think we all agree that
we want to get our work done. We have
had great difficulty doing that. Not so
much in this body because this body,
whether your side is in charge or my
side is in charge, we have a Rules Com-
mittee, we can structure debate, and
the majority rules.

Unfortunately, in the Senate, the
majority does not rule. The Senate has
decided that they will let the minority
rule. They did that when we were in
the majority, and it was done when
your party was in the majority. We
have both discussed the problems that
causes a body that can, in fact, allow
the majority to rule. Having said that,
we are working towards trying to do
what the gentleman suggested, getting
our work done. To the extent that we
can cooperate with one another, that
will facilitate that objective.
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Mr. BLUNT. I appreciate that. I do
know whoever is in the majority on
this side has to spend a lot of time ex-
plaining why an apparent majority on
the other side of the building doesn’t
really become a majority on that side
of the building.

I thank the gentleman for his infor-
mation.

Mr. HOYER. We do find agreement
from time to time, apparently.

MR. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back.

———

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY,
DECEMBER 17, 2007

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 10:30 a.m. on Monday next for
morning-hour debate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SARBANES). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

—————

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON
WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the business
in order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?
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There was no objection.

LOUISVILLE CENTRAL HIGH
SCHOOL 3-A CHAMPIONS

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, earlier
this year, we watched two African
American coaches make history in the
Super Bowl. This week, Ty Scroggins
made history again, guiding Louis-
ville’s Central High School to the Ken-
tucky 3-A Championship, becoming the
first African American football coach
to win a Kentucky State title. As alma
mater to Muhammad Ali, Central is no
stranger to athletic success. Still, it
took a total team effort, led by Darrell
Taylor’s inspired rushing, to give the
Yellow Jackets their first champion-
ship.

As the first predominantly and his-
torically black high school to win the
Kentucky Gridiron State trophy, their
landmark win is a victory for a Com-
monwealth proud of overcoming adver-
sity as we progress toward real equal-
ity. The school that began 125 years
ago as Louisville Colored High School
now sends 92 percent of its students to
college. Renowned for economic excel-
lence, successful magnet programs, and
unique entrepreneurial opportunities,
few schools so thoroughly prepare stu-
dents for careers in business, law, tech-
nology, and medicine.

Four decades ago, Central gave us
The Greatest. Today, the school con-
tinues to give us greatness. I ask my
colleagues to join me in honoring Cen-
tral High School, Coach Scroggins, and
Kentucky’s 2007 3-A football champs.

——————

THE NON-ENERGY BILL

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, this winter
it’s going to be cold in the Northeast.
Home heating oil is needed for those
who want to keep warm in the north-
ern States. Gasoline prices continue to
rise above $3 a gallon, and crude oil
may go to $100 a barrel. So what does
the House of Representatives do?
Makes it more expensive for American
o0il companies to do business in Amer-
ica. How so? The non-energy bill that
passed this House contains a $21 billion
tax increase on the production of oil
and natural gas in America. That tax
will be passed on to the consumer in
the higher prices of energy.

The bill doesn’t open up new sources
of exploration off our coast or in
ANWR. Now, only Texas, Louisiana,
Mississippi, and Alabama allow drilling
off the coast. You see, States like Cali-
fornia, Florida, and northeastern
States don’t want drilling off their
coast but they don’t have a problem
with consuming the crude oil from
States that allow offshore drilling.
This bill punishes oil-producing States
like my home State of Texas. The Wall
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