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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during

the vote). Members are advised there

are 2 minutes remaining in this vote.
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So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
PERMANENT SELECT COM-
MITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Permanent Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 12, 2007.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: I hereby tender my
resignation from the House Permanent Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence effective at
the close of business today.

Sincerely,
ALCEE L. HASTINGS,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.

There was no objection.

———

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1585,
NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to House Resolution 860, I call up
the conference report on the bill (H.R.
1585) to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2008 for military activities
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
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tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to rule XXII, the conference report
is considered read.

(For conference report and state-
ment, see proceedings of the House of
December 6, 2007, Book II at page
H14495.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. SKELTON)
and the gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. SAXTON) each will control 30 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Missouri.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on this
conference report.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise today in strong support of the
conference report on H.R. 15685, the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2008.

I must tell you, Mr. Speaker, that
I'm so extremely proud of the members
of the Armed Services Committee, of
all of those who worked hard in and
out of the Armed Services Committee
to make this happen. And a special
thanks to the fantastic staff that we
have supporting us, Erin Conaton, Bob
Simmons, who is the leader of those on
the other side of the aisle regarding the
staff, and everyone just pitched in so
very, very well.

Mr. Speaker, this is a good bill. As a
matter of fact, I think it’s the best bill
in decades that this Congress has put
forward. It’s good for our troops, good
for our families, it will help improve
readiness of our Armed Forces, and it
will bring new significant oversight to
the Department of Defense in areas
where oversight was sorely needed in
the past.

Let me begin by saying that the
Armed Services Committee has re-
mained committed to a tradition of bi-
partisanship, and we appreciate that,
and we have all throughout the year.

Special thanks to our ranking mem-
ber, the gentleman from California
(Mr. HUNTER) and today to the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. SAXTON)
who’s been such a great help through
the years.

When the 110th Congress began, we
laid out, from the Armed Services
Committee, six strategic priorities,
and we have met them in this legisla-
tion. The bill before us is the culmina-
tion of our efforts. It addresses stra-
tegic priorities in important ways. It
includes a 3.5 percent across-the-board
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