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Fundamental fairness dictates that 

we undo past errors to build public con-
fidence in the rule of law. Americans 
must have faith and confidence that 
our drug laws are fair and proportional, 
and a rule correcting a past injustice 
should be applied retroactively to re-
store that public confidence. The 
public’s faith is even more critical in 
crack cocaine cases where 85 percent of 
the defendants are African Ameri-
cans—a fact which only enhances the 
public perception that harsh and puni-
tive sentences are imposed dispropor-
tionately on persons of color. 

Allowing judges to reconsider the 
sentences for crack offenders will not 
threaten public safety. As the Judicial 
Conference noted in its testimony be-
fore the Sentencing Commission, ‘‘no 
offender would be eligible for release 
without judicial approval.’’ This 
amendment allows judges the discre-
tion to give a sentence outside of the 
Federal guidelines but does not man-
date that such a sentence must be im-
posed. As chairman of the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee, I have some experi-
ence with the people who serve our Na-
tion in lifetime positions on the Fed-
eral bench. Unlike those who argue 
that the sky is falling, I have every 
confidence in the ability of our Federal 
judges to use this power sparingly and 
to provide a proper check when nec-
essary to prevent the release of dan-
gerous offenders back into our commu-
nities and neighborhoods. 

Most importantly, while I abhor the 
damage done by drug abuse, I also 
abhor that the penalties for those in 
the inner city are different than for 
those in affluent society. For 21 years, 
far too many African Americans and 
low-level drug offenders were subject 
to unfair and overly punitive Federal 
crack cocaine sentencing laws. With 
the Commission’s amendment to re-
duce this disparity, we begin the proc-
ess of healing wounds which have long 
shaken the public’s confidence in our 
Federal drug policy. Applying this fix 
retroactively is only fair and just. 

The administration’s failure to sup-
port retroactivity of even the slightest 
modification of crack penalties is both 
a surprise and a deep disappointment. I 
recall that 2 days before taking office, 
President Bush said that we should ad-
dress this problem ‘‘by making sure the 
powder cocaine and the crack cocaine 
sentences are the same.’’ He also said, 
‘‘I don’t believe we ought to be dis-
criminatory.’’ Yet his Justice Depart-
ment has strongly opposed retroactive 
application of this crack cocaine re-
form amendment, even though failure 
to act would once again disparately im-
pact African Americans, since an esti-
mated 85 percent of those who would 
benefit from the policy are African 
Americans. The Justice Department’s 
position would also erode public con-
fidence that our drug laws are free 
from bias since previous drug reform 
amendments more likely to benefit 
Whites and Hispanics were made retro-
active. 

Thankfully, the Sentencing Commis-
sion accepted the administration’s 
view. Their decision today was unani-
mous. I hope the Attorney General will 
take notice and move to support drug 
laws that treat all Americans equally. 

While fundamental change will re-
quire congressional action, I salute the 
Sentencing Commission for its leader-
ship on this issue. I urge my colleagues 
to support the Commission’s decision 
and support additional changes to our 
laws to further reduce the disparity in 
our Federal cocaine sentencing laws. It 
is long past time for us to rectify this 
problem. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING HIDALGO EARLY 
COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL 

∑ Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, today I 
recognize the many schools in my 
State of Texas that are working to 
close achievement gaps and provide 
their students with an excellent edu-
cation. Last week, the U.S. News and 
World Report issued the very first na-
tional rankings for the Best High 
Schools in America. Out of more than 
20,000 schools that were evaluated, one 
school in south Texas, Hidalgo Early 
College High School, ranked 11th 
among the top schools that provide ‘‘a 
good education across their entire stu-
dent body, not just for some students.’’ 

I will have more to say about the 
other schools on the list in separate re-
marks, but today I would like to focus 
on the extraordinary story of Hidalgo 
High School, home of the Pirates and 
850 Hispanic students in grades 9–12. 

Hidalgo, TX, is a small town, popu-
lation 7322, on the U.S.-Mexico border 
about 250 miles south of San Antonio. 
Although Hidalgo is the fourth largest 
U.S. port of entry, unemployment tops 
11 percent and nearly 40 percent of the 
population is below the poverty level. 
Over a quarter of the students at Hi-
dalgo High are limited English pro-
ficient. Yet this school has a 94-percent 
graduation rate. 

A grant from the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation in 2006 has allowed 
Hidalgo High and the University of 
Texas-Pan American to develop an in-
novative partnership for college prepa-
ration. All students at Hidalgo High 
School are enrolled in the Early Col-
lege High School Program, where they 
will earn both a high school diploma 
and an associate’s degree or up to 2 
years of credit toward a bachelor’s de-
gree. Students receive college level 
credit from the University of Texas- 
Pan American. The class of 2010 will be 
the first class to participate in this 
program for a full 4 years. 

According to Hidalgo High Principal 
Edward Blaha: 

We continuously strive to seek high expec-
tations for all students in their academic, 
civic and social endeavors and to provide 
them with opportunities for a successful 
transition to higher education and the mar-

ketplace. . . . Our high school program is de-
signed to engage students in active, collabo-
rative learning that emphasizes the develop-
ment of critical thinking skills to be applied 
to real-world concepts. 

Congratulations to Principal Edward 
Blaha, the faculty and staff, and all of 
the students and their families at Hi-
dalgo High School on achieving this 
distinction. The decision to pursue the 
Early College High School Program 
provides students with the educational 
opportunities necessary to generate 
economic and intellectual progress. I 
am proud of your vision, hard work and 
achievement.∑ 
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RETIREMENT OF ELESTINE SMITH 
NORMAN 

∑ Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, it is 
my honor and distinct pleasure to rec-
ognize Elestine Smith Norman for 34 
years of public service to South Caro-
lina’s Third Congressional District. 
Elestine’s dedication to her commu-
nity is without equal and I was fortu-
nate to have her as a member of my 
staff when I served in the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

Born on December 12, 1949, to the late 
Wilbert and Elese Morton Smith of 
Greenwood, SC, Elestine is the young-
est of five children. She attended Brew-
er High School in Greenwood and be-
came the first member of her family to 
graduate from college, receiving de-
grees from Piedmont Technical College 
and Limestone College. 

Elestine has been married to Willie 
Neal Norman for 37 years. Neal works 
for the South Carolina Department of 
Social Service and is the pastor of Wes-
ton Chapel AME Church in Greenwood 
where they have faithfully served for 18 
years. 

She is a two-time survivor of breast 
cancer and will be the first to tell you 
that her faith in Jesus Christ provided 
her the strength to beat this deadly 
disease. 

Elestine’s commitment to her com-
munity extends well beyond the office 
door. She was president of the Green-
wood Business and Professional Wom-
en’s Club, a board member of the local 
United Way, and sat on the Board of 
Visitors for both Piedmont Technical 
College and Lander University. In 2007, 
she was recognized with the Women’s 
History Month Government Award 
from the AME Church for the State of 
South Carolina. 

Elestine began her career with the 
U.S. House of Representatives in 1973. 
She has been a constituent service liai-
son for four consecutive Members from 
the Third Congressional District, Dem-
ocrat and Republican Representatives 
Bryan Dorn, Butler Derrick, me, and 
the current office holder GRESHAM BAR-
RETT. Her love for people and her desire 
to serve has always put her above a 
party label. 

At the end of this year, Elestine Nor-
man will retire after more than three 
decades of public service. I thank her 
for her passion and dedication to her 
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