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IN HONOR OF THE DEDICATION OF
THE NEW CAMPUS OF THE
FRISCH SCHOOL

HON. SCOTT GARRETT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 6, 2007

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to join the faculty, par-
ents, and students at the Frisch School in
Paramus New Jersey in celebrating the dedi-
cation of their new campus. The new 14-acre
property will help this yeshiva continue to
practice educational excellence and instill hun-
dreds of young people each year with suste-
nance for their minds, bodies, and souls.

Since its founding in 1972 by Rabbi
Menachem Meier and Alfred Frisch, the school
has grown from a student body of a mere
dozen to more than 620. The Frisch School
curriculum is rigorous—offering a steady
course of core subjects as well as a wide vari-
ety of advanced placement classes. Students
leave Frisch well versed in history, liberal arts,
science and math, and the cultural arts. But,
they also leave well versed in Judaic heritage
and values. As a college preparatory school,
students often go on to higher education, well-
prepared by their Frisch experience. And,
each year, a good portion of the student body
goes to lIsrael to spend a year in study as
well.

The new Henry & Esther Swieca Family
Campus, Mordecai & Monique Katz Academic
Building, and Zayat Athletic Center are the re-
sult of hard work by a dedicated community of
parents, faculty, and students. The extraor-
dinary generosity of dozens of families has en-
abled the School to literally double its size and
provide even more educational opportunities
to its students.

The Frisch School counts among its notable
alumni Elie Katz, Mayor of Teaneck; Arthur
Lenk, Israeli Ambassador to Azerbaijan; and
Rabbi Daniel Nevins, Dean of the Rabbinical
School of the Jewish Theological Seminary of
America. Under the guidance of its President,
David Rauch; its Principal, Dr. Kalman Stein;
and its Executive Director, Elaine Weitzman, |
am certain that still more leaders will emerge
from the Frisch School ranks, and | look for-
ward to seeing the wonderful contributions
they make to our community and our society.

————

AMERICA’S HISTORICAL AND
NATURAL LEGACY STUDY ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 4, 2007

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support of H.R. 3998, “America’s Historical
and Natural Legacy Study Act.” At the outset,
| want to thank Chairman RAHALL and Chair-
man GRIJALVA for bringing this bill to the floor
and for their work in crafting a broad package
of studies that will help us to preserve our nat-
ural and historical heritage.

In particular, | am pleased that the Chair-
men included a study of the Rim of the Valley
Corridor in southern California. This bill is an
important milestone in my 7-year effort to di-
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rect the Department of the Interior to study al-
ternatives for protecting the mountains and
canyons in southern California that are part of
the Rim of the Valley Corridor, as designated
by the State of California.

This environmentally sensitive area is lo-
cated in one of the most densely populated
areas in the United States. The greater south-
ern California metropolitan region has the Na-
tion’s second-largest urban concentration;
about 1 in every 10 Americans lives in this re-
gion. At the same time, this area has one of
the lowest ratios of park-and-recreation-lands
per thousand-population of any area in the
country. So this rapidly growing urban region
is extremely underserved in terms of open
space needs. Unless action is taken soon, this
situation will only worsen as the region con-
tinues to grow.

The Rim of the Valley Corridor is an eco-
logically significant, contiguous region that
consists of parts of the Santa Monica Moun-
tains, Santa Susanna Mountains, San Gabriel
Mountains, Verdugo Mountains, San Rafael
Hills, and adjacent connector areas to the Los
Padres and San Bernadino National Forests.
This corridor system is an example of the
world’s most endangered habitat area, the
Mediterranean chaparral ecosystem.

Parts of the Rim of the Valley Corridor are
already managed within the Santa Monica
Mountains National Recreation Area and the
Angeles National Forest. Yet, with increasing
development and population pressures, the fu-
ture of the Corridor is threatened. It is in dan-
ger of becoming reduced to isolated pockets
of open space, irreversibly destroying its
connectivity. The contiguous nature of these
open spaces is potentially critical to help pre-
serve the integrity of its ecosystems.

The State of California has adopted the Rim
of the Valley Master Plan, and local govern-
ments within the Rim of the Valley Corridor
have made significant progress toward pro-
tecting the unique natural and recreational re-
sources of the area. However, these efforts
have been hampered by a lack of financial re-
sources, technical assistance, and resource
management expertise that can only be pro-
vided by the Federal Government.

Since Congress set aside the Santa Monica
Mountains National Recreation Areas in 1978,
federal, state and local authorities have
worked in remarkable cooperation to manage
what is the world’s largest urban park. Now,
nearly three decades later and in the face of
tremendous projected population growth and
development pressures, Congress, by passing
this bill, again will have the opportunity to
study ways to help safeguard and supplement
the existing state and local parks, open space
and recreational opportunities in southern Cali-
fornia.

| hope that the Congress will seize the op-
portunity to order the Department of Interior to
study of alternatives for protecting some of the
most beautiful land in southern California for
future generations of Americans to enjoy. The
Rim of the Valley is a special place and we
owe it to our children to develop a long-range
plan that will balance preservation, recreation,
and the needs and rights of those living in and
around the area to be studied.

Again, Chairman RAHALL and Chairman
GRIJALVA, thank you for your support for the
Rim of the Valley Corridor study and for all of
your work to preserve America’s natural splen-
dor.
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RECOGNIZING WORK OF CONGRES-
SIONAL MEN’S HEALTH CAUCUS

HON. VITO FOSSELLA

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 6, 2007

Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, as a
founding member of the Congressional Men’s
Health Caucus | am very pleased to report a
groundswell of activity occurring as | speak
today across the country related to men’s
health education, outreach, awareness, and
screening. This focus and attention is long
overdue. New data provide alarming statistics
about a gradual decline in men’s health. In
fact, men are living on average about 5 years
less than their female counterparts, men are
leading in 9 out of 10 top causes of death, 1
in 2 men in their lifetime will be diagnosed
with cancer compared to 1 in 3 women, and
as women enter retirement (65-69 years of
age) approximately 15 percent are widows
due to the premature death/disability of men.

| am proud to work with the Men’s Health
Network, MHN, to raise awareness of men’s
health; they, for over 15 years, have taken the
lead nationally in setting best practices, cre-
ating grassroots networks and activism, and
providing health services to men and their
families where they live, work, play, and pray.

Under their leadership we are seeing
symposia, screening events, and campaigns
launched all across the country aimed at re-
versing the negative trends in men’s health. In
November and December of 2007 alone, they
have led community/neighborhood develop-
ment efforts resulting in a Massachusetts
Symposium on Men’s Health, Louisiana Sym-
posium on Men’s Health, Florida Smoking Pol-
icy Symposium, “Healthy Sunday” church
screening at Bethel A.M.E. Church in Baton
Rouge, LA, and will launch a Women Against
Prostate Cancer organization in conjunction
with the Dean and Betty Gallo Prostate Can-
cer Center. Each of these programs and initia-
tives makes it a priority to empower men,
women, and their families to live healthier life-
styles. These efforts are engineered to reach
underserved populations who don’t have ac-
cess to health services or health education
materials.

Women Against Prostate Cancer is a new
organization, founded by Men’s Health Net-
work in conjunction with the Dean and Betty
Gallo Prostate Cancer Center, that is devel-
oping a grassroots network of women volun-
teers who have been adversely affected by
prostate cancer. The National Cancer Institute
estimates 219,000 men will be diagnosed with
prostate cancer, resulting in more than 27,000
deaths this year. Meanwhile, the state
symposia create opportunities for networking
for men’s health and community outreach or-
ganizations throughout the State(s), as well as
encourage preventative health measures and
physician and patient dialogue.

Actions like these can save lives and, more
importantly, American families. | along with my
colleagues belonging to the Congressional
Men’s Health Caucus am proud to support
these continued efforts while continually
stressing the need to establish an Office of
Men’s Health within the Department of Health
and Human Services.
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TRIBUTE TO THE FLOYD COUNTY
EMERGENCY AND RESCUE
SQUAD, INC.

HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 6, 2007

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker,
| want to bring notice to the House of an all-
volunteer rescue squad in eastern Kentucky
which was founded nearly 50 years ago in the
aftermath of tragedy and will be nationally rec-
ognized this month for their citizen prepared-
ness efforts.

The Floyd County Emergency and Rescue
Squad, Inc. was formed in 1958 after a school
bus went off the road and crashed into the
Levisa Fork of the Big Sandy River. Back
then, there were no responders close enough,
and 27 people perished in that accident. We
have a rich tradition in eastern Kentucky of fix-
ing our own problems when solutions seem
too difficult, or even impossible. Two of the
founding members of the rescue squad lost
their children in the accident. They vowed that
something like this should never happen
again, so a small group of people got together
and volunteered their time to be on call so that
others might be saved. Because of their ef-
forts, people traveling on rural, mountainous
roads in Floyd County can know that help is
on the way should they need it.

With 32 members, Floyd County’s rescue
squad is going strong. They work in coal
mines, at the local retail store or as police offi-
cers. They have an operating budget of less
than a typical Kentucky household, yet keep
their well-worn trucks in good running order
and are ready to respond whenever needed.
More people understand what citizen pre-
paredness means after 9/11 and Katrina. But
it also means being prepared for any catas-
trophe where seconds count and trained per-
sonnel are needed when the injured are
trapped. Citizen preparedness is nothing more
than a concept without committed people who
make it happen. These people don’t get paid
but choose instead to answer to a higher call-
ing—helping their fellow citizens in times of
need.

The National Congress on Secure Commu-
nities in Washington, DC, will be recognizing
the Floyd County Emergency and Rescue
Squad, Inc. on December 17 for their efforts to
keep people safe. It is national recognition for
our local heroes.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to recognize
the Floyd County Emergency and Rescue
Squad, Inc.—the people who provide public
safety in parts of our country where it would
otherwise not exist.

SUPPORT FOR H.R. 2634

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 6, 2007

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to express my full support for H.R. 2634, a bill
that would provide for greater responsibility in
lending and expanded cancellation of debts
owed to the United States and the inter-
national financial institutions by low-income
countries, and for other purposes.
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The Biblical scripture love thy neighbor,
does not just call for the expression of care
and concern for neighbors who live in close
proximity. It also calls for reaching out to
neighbors world wide. | believe it is especially
important to be concerned about and help our
neighbors who live in countries that are chal-
lenged daily with enormous issues involving
poverty, hunger, homelessness, high unem-
ployment, crime, illiteracy, and HIV/AIDS.
Some of these countries include Angola, Haiti,
Liberia, and Kenya just to name a few.

| support this bill because it could help our
neighbors who are struggling everyday to live
with and combat very difficult social and eco-
nomic problems. | suspect that if economically
disadvantaged countries were in a position to
resolve their problems without assistance, they
would. Helping to resolve these issues would
lead to improvements in the quality of life for
our neighbors, global economic stability, and
world peace.

Jubilee USA Network, one grassroots orga-
nization that consists of churches and commu-
nity organizations, has been dedicated to edu-
cating members of Congress and the public
since the late 1990s on this issue. Their hard
work, along with other organizations has cre-
ated a movement that has made a difference.
Some 30 nations have benefited from different
types of debt relief estimating approximately
$80,000,000,000.

Other notable progress has been made with
this issue. Agreements made with the African
Development Bank, the World Bank, the Inter-
American Development Bank, and the Inter-
national Monetary Fund have eliminated debts
by some poor countries.

To observe the success thus far, Jubilee
USA Network held a prayer breakfast on Octo-
ber 16, 2007, in the Rayburn House Office
Building. From the overseas community, the
prayer breakfast was attended by the Honor-
able Ombeni Sefue, Tanzanian Ambassador
to the United States, the Honorable Given
Lubinda, Member of Zambia Parliament, and
Rt. Rev. Jean Zache, Episcopal Bishop of
Haiti. It is important for the U.S. to gain sup-
port for the debt relief of poor countries as a
part of its foreign policy and | thank Jubilee
USA Network for continuing to raise aware-
ness of this issue.

Further, | thank my colleagues MAXINE WA-
TERS, SPENCER BACHUS, CAROLYN MALONEY,
DONALD PAYNE, EMMANUEL CLEAVER, BARBARA
LEE, and Luis GUTIERREZ for introducing this

bill. I urge my colleagues to support this bill,
which is a bill to support humanity.
——

PROMOTE AND PROTECT OUR
STRONG ECONOMY

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 6, 2007

Mr. WILSON. Madam Speaker, our third
quarter GDP grew at an impressive 4.9 per-
cent. That means we have had 24 straight
months of economic growth coupled with 50
straight months of job growth creating 8.3 mil-
lion additional jobs. In the district | represent,
the Nation’s fourth largest cabinet company,
the Elkay Cabinet Division, has recently de-
cided to open a new manufacturing plant in
Barnwell which will create hundreds of jobs.
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This job success is the product of the pro-
growth tax policies that President Bush signed
into law 4 years ago.

There remains much more that we must do
in order to promote strong economic growth.
We need energy legislation that actually helps
create new energy, health care reform that
values individual choice over government
mandate, and sensible tax reform. We must
enact legislation—including a repeal of the Al-
ternative Minimum Tax—that doesn’t raise
taxes on the backs of middle class Americans
and small businesses.

In conclusion, God bless our troops, and we
will never forget September 11th.

——
A PROCLAMATION HONORING
COACH MIKE FELTON FOR

COACHING THE GARAWAY GOLF
TEAM TO WINNING THE DIVISION
IIT STATE GOLF TOURNAMENT

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, December 6, 2007

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, Coach Mike Felton showed hard
work and dedication to the sport of golf; and

Whereas, Mike Felton was a leader and
mentor for the Garaway Golf Team; and

Whereas, Coach Felton has been a role
model for sportsmanship on and off of the
greens: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, that along with his friends, family,
and the residents of the 18th Congressional
District, | congratulate Coach Mike Felton for
leading the Garaway Golf Team to winning the
Division Il State Golf Tournament. We recog-
nize the tremendous hard work and leadership
he has demonstrated during the 2007 golf
season.

————

HONORING THE ADAMS
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 6, 2007

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, today | rise to honor the members of
the Adams Volunteer Fire Department for their
selfless dedication and bravery in protecting
our families, day and night.

The Adams Volunteer Fire Department was
established February 3, 1971 and has 18 fire-
fighters. Out of these firefighters, two are
EMTs and four are First Responders.

Without volunteer fire halls like Adams,
many places in the Sixth District would lack ef-
fective fire protection. In the State of Ten-
nessee, over 70 percent of fire service is pro-
vided by volunteers. Among these volunteers,
almost 75 percent work other daily jobs.

Ensuring our families’ safety is not without
risk. Sadly, an average of two firefighters die
each year in Tennessee in the line of duty. In
2005, the Tennessee Fire Services and Code
Academy dedicated a memorial on their main
campus in Bell Buckle to honor those Ten-
nessee firefighters who have died in the line of
duty.

F)gr their willingness to serve, the following
members of the Adams Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment deserve recognition: Chief Ray Brown,
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