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Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the de-
plorable crime of human trafficking exploits the
innocent while it promotes illegal immigration.

The legislation we are considering today
builds upon the Trafficking Victims Protection
Act of 2000. That historic legislation combated
the trafficking of persons into the sex trade
and slavery in the United States and countries
around the world through the prosecution of
traffickers and through protection and assist-
ance to victims of trafficking.

As Chairman of the Judiciary Committee’s
Immigration and Claims Subcommittee in
2000, | worked closely with the sponsors of
the Trafficking Victims Protection Act to en-
sure that it protected victims of trafficking with-
out encouraging the smuggling of illegal immi-
grants.

The legislation created a new nonimmigrant
T visa for victims of severe forms of trafficking
who have cooperated with U.S. law enforce-
ment in the investigation and prosecution of
traffickers.

The William Wilberforce Trafficking Victims
Protection Reauthorization Act judiciously ex-
pands on the immigration provisions of the
2000 Act and also adds reasonable protec-
tions for unaccompanied alien minors appre-
hended by our immigration officers.

When | reviewed the original bill, my goal
was to modify certain provisions that | was
concerned would encourage illegal immigra-
tion and immigration fraud and leave us vul-
nerable to dangerous juveniles.

| want to thank Chairman CONYERS and
Chairwoman LOFGREN for addressing those
concerns.

| also want to thank Chairman CONYERS for
addressing my concerns with the criminal pro-
visions of the original bill.

The bill now lessens the burden on prosecu-
tors to prove that criminals forced victims to
work in sweatshops or as prostitutes.

| do remain concerned about increasing the
Federal role in prosecuting cases involving
pimping and pandering. These crimes are tra-
ditionally prosecuted at the State and local
level and | believe that Federal jurisdiction is
unnecessary. However, | will not oppose this
bill on that basis.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill.

Mr. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
JACKSON-LEE) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3887, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
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that the Senate had passed without
amendment a bill of the House of the
following title:

H.R. 3688. An act to implement the United
States-Peru Trade Promotion Agreement.
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HOKIE SPIRIT MEMORIAL FUND
TAX EXEMPTION

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4118) to exclude from gross
income payments from the Hokie Spir-
it Memorial Fund to the victims of the
tragic event, loss of life and limb, at
Virginia Polytechnic Institute & State
University, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4118

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. EXCLUSION FROM INCOME FOR PAY-

MENTS FROM THE HOKIE SPIRIT ME-
MORIAL FUND.

For purposes of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986, gross income shall not include any
amount received from the Virginia Poly-
technic Institute & State University, out of
amounts transferred from the Hokie Spirit
Memorial Fund established by the Virginia
Tech Foundation, an organization organized
and operated as described in section 501(c)(3)
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, if such
amount is paid on account of the tragic
event on April 16, 2007, at such university.
SEC. 2. MODIFICATION OF PENALTY FOR FAIL-

URE TO FILE PARTNERSHIP RE-
TURNS.

For any return of a partnership required to
be filed under section 6031 of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 for a taxable year be-
ginning in 2008, the dollar amount in effect
under section 6698(b)(1) of such Code shall be
increased by $1.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HOLDEN). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
MCDERMOTT) and the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Washington.

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Today, we stand united in this House
as Americans without regard to polit-
ical party so that we may honor the
memory of the 32 people who lost their
lives last year in the tragedy at Vir-
ginia Tech. The Nation mourned the
loss of these innocent young people,
and people across America responded
generously in every way they could, in-
cluding sending financial donations.

In a time of need, you can always
count on the American people to open
their hearts and their wallets and to
show the world what it means to prac-
tice the common good. The Hokie Spir-
it Memorial Fund was established, and
the American people collected and sent
over $7 million to aid the families, es-
tablish scholarships, and help the Vir-
ginia Tech community through this
tragedy.

Today, our role in the people’s House
is a legislative one. We can make a dif-
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ference by passing H.R. 4118, which will
ensure that all the money received
from the Hokie Spirit Memorial Fund
is not subjected to Federal income
taxes. I urge my colleagues to join me
in voting for this bill and, in so doing,
rededicate themselves to strengthening
our collective will to create a more
just and civil Nation.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Earlier this year, the tranquil cam-
pus of Virginia Tech and the town of
Blacksburg was shattered by the ac-
tions of a lone gunman. The horror
that the Virginia Tech community has
experienced is something that every
parent, every American, hopes never to
learn has affected their families and
friends.

Although this horrendous and un-
speakable violence showed the worst of
mankind, it also showed what those of
us who have been a part of Virginia
Tech community for years have always
known; the students, the instructors,
the administrators, and the citizens of
Blacksburg care deeply for one another
and take great pride in their commu-
nity.

Even in the worst circumstances, the
Virginia Tech community showed great
compassion for their fellow man and
did what they could to help each other.
Liviu Librescu, a survivor of the Holo-
caust, blocked the doorway of his class-
room so that his students could climb
out of the windows to safety. Ryan
Clark, a resident advisor in the West
Ambler Johnston Hall, rushed into the
hallway to help his fellow students
when the first attack came, and be-
came the second victim. And I was
deeply saddened to learn that one of
my constituents, Henry Lee, a grad-
uate of William Fleming High School
in Roanoke, was one of those who died
in the attack on Norris Hall.

In the days and months following
this tragedy, the Virginia Tech com-
munity and Hokie Nation saw an out-
pouring of love and support from peo-
ple around the country. The university
saw donations come in excess of $7 mil-
lion, as people sought to give aid to
those affected. As time went on, the
university had to decide how to use the
money donated as a result of this hor-
rific act, and the university made a
wise and selfless choice. They decided
that the best way to disburse this
money was to put it in the hands of
those who experienced and lost the
most as a result of this unspeakable vi-
olence. So, recently Virginia Tech dis-
tributed the money to 79 families or in-
dividuals. These are the families that
have lost the most and have experi-
enced emotional trauma that no one
should ever have to experience. This
money, given by the people across our
Nation, is a small way to help those di-
rectly affected by this horrendous act.
These families can determine the best
uses for these contributions. Some al-
ready have decided to endow memorial
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