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Safety Council are preparing related public
awareness and training campaigns on
cardiopulmonary resuscitation and auto-
mated external defibrillation to be held dur-
ing the first week of June each year: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That the Congress—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of a Na-
tional Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation and
Automated External Defibrillator Awareness
Week to establish well-organized programs
to increase public training in cardio-
pulmonary resuscitation and automated ex-
ternal defibrillator use and to increase pub-
lic access to automated external
defibrillators; and

(2) calls upon the people of the United
States and interested organizations to ob-
serve such a week with appropriate cere-
monies and activities.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I am
pleased to join my good friend and col-
league from Wisconsin, Senator FEIN-
GOLD, in introducing a resolution in
support of the designation of a week as
National Cardiopulmonary Resuscita-
tion and Automated External Defi-
brillator Awareness Week.

Heart disease is the leading cause of
death in this country. Approximately
325,000 of the 450,000 coronary heart dis-
ease deaths that occur annually in the
U.S. are due to sudden cardiac arrest
suffered outside of the hospital or in
hospital emergency departments.
About 80 percent of the out-of-hospital
cardiac arrests happen at home, so
being properly trained in cardiopul-
monary resuscitation—or CPR—can
mean the difference between life and
death for a loved one.

Sudden cardiac arrest in adults is
most often caused by an abnormal
heart rhythm. While approximately 95
percent of sudden cardiac arrest vic-
tims die before reaching the hospital,
death from sudden cardiac arrest is not
inevitable. Prompt delivery of CPR can
more than double an individual’s
chance of survival by helping to main-
tain vital blood flow to the heart and
brain, increasing the window of oppor-
tunity in which an electric shock from
an automated external defibrillator—
or AED—can be effective.

AEDs are easy-to-use, computerized
devices that can shock a heart back
into normal rhythm and restore life to
a cardiac arrest victim. Even when
used by an untrained bystander, AEDs
are safe and can be highly effective in
restoring a normal heart rhythm. They
must, however, be used promptly. For
every minute that passes before a vic-
tim’s normal heart rhythm is restored,
his or her chance of survival falls by as
much as 10 percent.

In 2000, Senator FEINGOLD and I in-
troduced the Rural AED Act to in-
crease access to AEDs for small towns
and rural communities where those
first on the scene may not be para-
medics or others who would normally
have AEDs. The Rural AED Act was
subsequently signed into law and, since
its passage, has provided rural commu-
nities with more than $40 million to
purchase AEDs. This has greatly in-
creased access to these life-saving de-
vices.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Now it is time to take another step.
Increasing the number of Americans
who are trained in CPR and AED use
will help us to dramatically improve
sudden cardiac arrest survival rates.
The designation of a week as National
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation and
Automated External Defibrillator
Awareness Week will complement the
campaigns that the American Heart
Association, the American Red Cross,
and the National Safety Council are
preparing to increase public training in
CPR and AED use and to increase pub-
lic access to AEDs. I therefore urge all
of our colleagues to join us as cospon-
sors of this resolution.

———

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 55—COMMEMORATING THE
CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY OF
THE SAILING OF THE NAVY’S
“GREAT WHITE FLEET”,
LAUNCHED BY PRESIDENT THEO-
DORE ROOSEVELT ON DECEMBER
16, 1907, FROM HAMPTON ROADS,
VIRGINIA, AND RETURNING
THERE ON FEBRUARY 22, 1909

Mr. WARNER (for himself and Mr.
WEBB) submitted the following concur-
rent resolution; which was considered
and agreed to:

S. CoN. RES. 55

Whereas the launching of the Great White
Fleet marked the emergence of the United
States as a true global seapower, able to dis-
patch 16 new battleships on a worldwide de-
ployment for 14 months;

Whereas these battleships were painted en-
tirely white, with gilded scrollwork on their
bows, and subsequently came to be known as
the ‘‘Great White Fleet’’;

Whereas the 4 squadrons of 4 battleships
each, manned by 14,000 sailors, sailed 43,000
miles and made 20 port calls on 6 continents;

Whereas the Fleet, in conducting visits to
important nations such as Australia, served
to reinforce a friendship and partnership
that continues to this day;

Whereas the Fleet, in providing a tangible
demonstration of the forward naval presence
of the United States in the Pacific, also rein-
forced the message of how important mari-
time stability and security are to the United
States;

Whereas the Fleet, in response to one of
the worst natural disasters in European his-
tory, was able to immediately divert to
Messina, Sicily, to offer humanitarian aid to
the Italian people; and

Whereas the Fleet, in executing a range of
missions and returning to the United States
after 14 months at sea, displayed to the
world a number of core American values, in-
cluding compassion, showed its flexibility by
responding to unforeseen events, and dem-
onstrated the ability of the United States to
project maritime power as a stabilizing
force: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That the Congress—

(1) commemorates the wisdom of President
Theodore Roosevelt in developing and
launching the Great White Fleet;

(2) supports a one-time designation of a
day to celebrate the 100th centennial of the
Great White Fleet and the special role the
Fleet played in building enduring friendships
with important allies and partner nations;

(3) commends efforts by the Department of
the Navy to maintain and strengthen our co-
operative partnerships with foreign nations
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and to safeguard our Nation’s interests in
the maritime domain;

(4) commends efforts by the Department of
the Navy in leading the development of a Co-
operative Strategy for 21st Century
Seapower; and

(5) honors the sacrifices made and services
rendered by the servicemembers of the Navy,
Marine Corps, and the Coast Guard and the
civilians who constitute our maritime serv-
ices.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 56—ENCOURAGING THE AS-
SOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST
ASIAN NATIONS TO TAKE AC-
TION TO ENSURE A PEACEFUL
TRANSITION TO DEMOCRACY IN
BURMA

Mrs. BOXER (for herself, Mr. DoODD,
and Mr. DURBIN) submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. CON. RES. 56

Whereas hundreds of thousands of citizens
of Burma have risked their lives in dem-
onstrations to demand a return to democ-
racy and respect for human rights in their
country;

Whereas the repressive military Govern-
ment of Burma has conducted a brutal
crackdown against demonstrators, which has
resulted in mass numbers of killings, arrests,
and detentions;

Whereas Burma has been a member of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) since 1997;

Whereas foreign ministers of other ASEAN
member nations, in reference to Burma, have
‘““demanded that the government imme-
diately desist from the use of violence
against demonstrators’, expressed ‘‘revul-
sion” over reports that demonstrators were
being suppressed by violent and deadly force,
and called for ‘‘the release of all political de-
tainees including Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’’;

Whereas the foreign ministers of ASEAN
member nations have expressed concern that
developments in Burma ‘‘had a serious im-
pact on the reputation and credibility of
ASEAN"’;

Whereas Ibrahim Gambari, the United Na-
tions (UN) Special Envoy to Burma, has
called on the member nations of ASEAN to
take additional steps on the Burma issue,
saying, ‘“Not just Thailand but all the coun-
tries that I am visiting, India, China, Indo-
nesia, Malaysia and the UN, we could do
more’’;

Whereas the ASEAN Security Community
Plan of Action adopted October 7, 2003, at the
ASEAN Summit in Bali states that ASEAN
members ‘‘shall promote political develop-
ment . . . to achieve peace, stability, democ-
racy, and prosperity in the region’’, and spe-
cifically says that ‘“ASEAN Member Coun-
tries shall not condone unconstitutional and
undemocratic changes of government’’;

Whereas the Government of Singapore, as
the current Chair of ASEAN, will host
ASEAN’s regional summit in November 2007
to approve ASEAN’s new charter;

Whereas the current Foreign Minister of
Singapore, George Yeo, has publicly ex-
pressed, ‘‘For some time now, we had stopped
trying to defend Myanmar internationally
because it became no longer credible’’;

Whereas, according to the chairman of the
High Level Task Force charged with drafting
the new ASEAN Charter, the Charter ‘‘will
make ASEAN a more rules-based organiza-
tion and . . . will put in place a system of
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