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must be completed by Senate members and
staff, as well as trip sponsors, 30 days prior
to their travel. We would be ready to issue
these guidelines and forms on November 13.
However, a number of proposed trips that
have been submitted to the Committee for
review begin on or shortly after November
13, and it would be highly unlikely that the
additional paperwork could be completed for
review by the Committee before these trips
begin.

If the Committee on Rules and Administra-
tion extends the deadline for issuance of the
guidelines until December 3, 2007, all pri-
vately-sponsored travel beginning on or after
that date would be required to conform to
the new rules and guidelines.

So that privately-sponsored travel starting
on or after December 3, 2007, may meet the
requirements of the new travel rules, the
Committee intends on November 13, 2007, to
post on its Web site a preview of the com-
plete text of the new travel guidelines, and
related regulations and forms, that the Com-
mittee will issue formally on December 3,
2007, if the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
trations grants the requested extension.

Thank you for your prompt attention to
this request,

Sincerely,
BARBARA BOXER,
Chairman.
JOHN CORNYN,
Vice Chairman.

————

EMANCIPATION HALL

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise today, as chairman of the Senate
Rules and Administration Committee,
to voice my support of legislation to
name the great hall in the new Capitol
Visitor Center ‘‘Emancipation Hall.”

This legislation—S.1679—was intro-
duced by Senator MARY LANDRIEU on
June 21, 2007, and is cosponsored by
Senator BARACK OBAMA. I am proud to
join them as a cosponsor.

A companion bill has been introduced
in the House of Representatives by
Representatives ZACH WAMP and JESSE
JACKSON. The measure has over 225 co-
sponsors in the House and last week it
was approved by the House Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee.
It is my understanding that it will
soon be taken up by the House, which
earlier approved the proposal as part of
the fiscal year 2008 legislative branch
appropriations bill.

I encourage my colleagues in the
Senate to support this legislation.

The naming of ‘“‘Emancipation Hall”’
in the new Capitol Visitor Center
would be a fitting tribute to the con-
tributions of slaves in the construction
of our Nation’s Capitol Building. It
would also serve to recognize the end of
slavery in the United States.

The Capitol Visitor Center is nearing
completion, and its Great Hall prom-
ises to be a spectacular place—an esti-
mated 3 million people are expected to
gather in the area as they come to visit
our great Capitol each year.

And through large skylights in the
ceiling, visitors will be able to look up-
wards and gaze upon the grand Capitol
dome.

This environment is the perfect place
for visitors to reflect upon the con-
struction of the U.S. Capitol, and to
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recognize the slaves who helped to
build it.

The total number of slaves who
worked on the Capitol is unknown. But
there is evidence that slave workers
contributed in a number of important
ways to its construction. This includes
a slave named Philip Reid who played
an important role in the casting of the
19-foot, 15,000-pound bronze Statue of
Freedom that rests atop the Capitol
dome. Others are memorialized in pay
stubs to their owners for work done in
the Capitol.

Naming the Great Hall of the Capitol
Visitor Center as ‘“‘Emancipation Hall”
would serve to recognize both the bru-
tal truth of our Nation’s past and the
importance of freedom as a pillar of
modern America.

The history of slavery in the United
States is a grim chapter in our Na-
tion’s history. But the Emancipation
Proclamation, issued by President
Abraham Lincoln on January 1, 1863,
was an important step toward abol-
ishing slavery in the United States.

In the Emancipation Proclamation,
President Lincoln declared:

I do order and declare that all persons held
as slaves within said designated States, and
parts of States, are, and henceforward shall
be free; and that the Executive government
of the United States, including the military
and naval authorities thereof; will recognize
and maintain the freedom of said persons.

While the Emancipation Proclama-
tion did not officially abolish slavery
in all of the United States, it was an
important commitment by the govern-
ment to end this centuries-long injus-
tice.

By sustaining the history of this
great act, we highlight the importance
of freedom. And by naming the Capitol
Visitor Center’s main entry as ‘‘Eman-
cipation Hall,” we do so in a signifi-
cant way that all visitors of our Na-
tion’s Capitol Building will notice and
respect.

As chairman of the Senate Rules and
Administration Committee and the
Joint Committee on the Library, which
oversees Capitol artwork, I believe it is
very important to provide an accurate
and diversified image of our Nation for
the visitors to our Capitol. The naming
of “Emancipation Hall” would be one
step toward achieving that.

I also welcome a new report by the
congressional Slave Labor Task Force,
which has come forward with a number
of recommendations for acknowledging
and commemorating the work slaves
performed in building our Capitol.

I look forward to working with the
task force on this issue so people
throughout the world will know more
about the contribution by slaves to-
ward constructing the building that
has become the very foundation of our
democracy.

————

IDENTITY THEFT ENFORCEMENT
AND RESTITUTION ACT

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am dis-
appointed that some Senator is pre-
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venting the Senate from taking an im-
portant step forward to combat iden-
tity theft and to protect the privacy
rights of all Americans by passing the
Leahy-Specter Identity Theft Enforce-
ment and Restitution Act of 2007. This
bipartisan cyber crime bill, which was
requested by the Department of Jus-
tice, will provide new tools to Federal
prosecutors to combat identity theft
and other computer crimes. I know
that it is cleared for passage by all
Democratic Senators.

The dangers of identity theft and
other cyber crimes continue to in-
crease as our Nation becomes more de-
pendent on high technology. In fact,
just last week, FBI Director Robert
Mueller stated that ‘‘[c]lyber threats
will continue to grow as people become
more and more dependent upon digital
technology’’ and ‘‘we will be vulnerable
to terrible attacks.” Prompt Senate
action on this bill will bring us one
step closer to providing greatly needed
tools to the Federal prosecutors and in-
vestigators who are on the front lines
of the battle against identity theft and
other cyber crimes. I urge those object-
ing to proceeding on this bill to recon-
sider their actions and allow the bill to
be considered and passed.

I thank Senator SPECTER, who has
been a valuable partner in combating
the growing problem of identity theft
for many years, for joining with me to
introduce this important privacy bill. I
have once again worked in a bipartisan
manner with a group of Senators on
both sides of the aisle to draft this leg-
islation. I thank Senators DURBIN,
GRASSLEY, SCHUMER, BILL NELSON,
INOUYE, STEVENS, and FEINSTEIN for
joining with us as cosponsors of this
important legislation.

I commend Senators BIDEN and
HATCH for their contributions in this
area. I am pleased that several provi-
sions they have suggested to further
strengthen this cyber crime legislation
were included by amendment in this
bill when it was considered and re-
ported by the Judiciary Committee and
that they, too, have now cosponsored
our bill.

Senator SPECTER and I have worked
closely with the Department of Justice
in crafting this bill, and the Leahy-
Specter Identity Theft Enforcement
and Restitution Act has the strong sup-
port of the Department of Justice and
the Secret Service. This bill is also
supported by a broad coalition of busi-
ness, high-tech and consumer groups,
including Microsoft, Consumers Union,
the Cyber Security Industry Alliance,
the Business Software Alliance, AARP,
and the Chamber of Commerce.

The Identity Theft Enforcement and
Restitution Act takes several impor-
tant and long overdue steps to protect
Americans from the growing and evolv-
ing threat of identity theft and other
cyber crimes. First, to better protect
American consumers, our bill provides
the victims of identity theft with the
ability to seek restitution in Federal
court for the loss of time and money
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