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clear: Of course, it is. If it was applied 
to the spouse or the loved one of a sol-
dier—their answer would be: Of course, 
it is. I think those people are as expert 
as Judge Mukasey and certainly much 
more candid. 

I also think we have risked a great 
deal in the administration’s embrace of 
these techniques because today, as we 
look around the world, there are many 
nations that do not even need that 
kind of suggestion to embark on the 
torture of their own citizens. The Bur-
mas of the world and other countries, 
they will use what we say and do as 
justification for what they might want 
to do. I think we have lost the moral 
high ground during this whole exercise 
going back several years. 

Finally, I would like to mention my 
concerns about Judge Mukasey’s re-
sponses to questions regarding execu-
tive power. His responses to these ques-
tions did nothing to reassure me. In 
fact, I now believe that Judge Mukasey 
believes that even a constitutional 
statute could become unconstitutional 
if its application constrains the so- 
called constitutional authority of the 
President. 

As we all know, the genius of our 
Founding Fathers was not to allow 
power to be concentrated in the hands 
of the few. Indeed, they were particu-
larly concerned about a concentration 
of power in the hands of the President. 

Although they made the President 
the Chief Executive Officer of our Gov-
ernment and the Commander in Chief, 
the Founding Fathers constrained the 
President through the very structure 
of our Government, through both law 
and treaty. The Attorney General has a 
duty not just to serve the President 
but also to support, protect, and defend 
the Constitution. 

I did not vote in support of Alberto 
Gonzales’s nomination to be Attorney 
General because I was concerned about 
his ability to serve more than the 
President—a concern that has been 
borne out by the events over the last 
several months. It is largely because of 
his actions we are in the quandary we 
are in today with respect to torture 
and so many other issues. 

Instead of protecting our Nation’s 
Constitution and upholding our laws, 
he engaged in actions that damaged 
our Nation’s core values and put our 
citizens’ rights at risk both here and 
abroad. 

Given the extreme politicization of 
the Department of Justice, and the de-
moralization that has followed in his 
wake, I believe our Nation needs an At-
torney General who can help lead us 
like a beacon of light and help right 
our country’s moral compass as an ex-
ample again for the rest of the world. 

I do not think Judge Mukasey met 
that standard. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader is recognized. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, what is the 

pending legislation? 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

FARM, NUTRITION, AND 
BIOENERGY ACT OF 2007—Resumed 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the pending business. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 2419) to provide for the con-
tinuation of agricultural programs through 
fiscal year 2012, and for other purposes. 

Pending: 
Harkin amendment No. 3500, in the nature 

of a substitute. 
Reid (for Dorgan-Grassley) amendment No. 

3508 (to amendment No. 3500), to strengthen 
payment limitations and direct the savings 
to increased funding for certain programs. 

Reid amendment No. 3509 (to amendment 
No. 3508), to change the enactment date. 

Reid amendment No. 3510 (to the language 
proposed to be stricken by amendment No. 
3500), to change the enactment date. 

Reid amendment No. 3511 (to amendment 
No. 3510), to change the enactment date. 

Motion to commit the bill to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry, with instructions to report back forth-
with, with Reid amendment No. 3512. 

Reid amendment No. 3512 (to the instruc-
tions of the motion to commit to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry, with instructions), to change the en-
actment date. 

Reid amendment No. 3513 (to the instruc-
tions of the motion to recommit), to change 
the enactment date. 

Reid amendment No. 3514 (to amendment 
No. 3513), to change the enactment date. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

Mr. REID. Thank you, Mr. President. 
We have the farm bill before us. We 

have been trying for a week to do 
amendments on the bill. The Repub-
licans have said that because this bill 
is being handled in such an unusual 
procedural way, they are not going to 
let us move forward on this bill. 

This bill is being handled similar to 
every farm bill in the last 30 years. In 
that entire period, there has only been 
one time that a nongermane amend-
ment was offered, and that was on the 
last farm bill when Senator KYL offered 
an amendment dealing with the estate 
tax. It was a sense-of-the-Senate reso-
lution. That is it. 

So for the minority to cry about this 
is simply that they are crying about 
something there is no reason to cry 
about. We want to move this bill. I had 
a conversation this morning right over 
here on the floor with the distin-
guished Republican leader and the 
ranking member of the committee, 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS. At that time, as I 
understood the conversation, the Re-
publicans had 10 amendments they 
wanted to do. Let’s look at them. We 
have some we want to do. Let’s pare 
them off, set very short time limits on 
them, and move this bill. 

This is an important bill. If this bill 
does not move forward—a bill that is 
being treated similar to every other 

farm bill in recent history—the reason 
it is not going forward is the Repub-
licans. If they do not want a farm bill, 
why don’t they say so. They can ex-
plain to all the farm organizations 
around the country that they did not 
want a farm bill, they wanted us to ex-
tend what is now in existence. If that is 
what they want, why don’t they say so? 

It is unfortunate we have been unable 
to move forward on these amendments. 
The first amendment pending is a bi-
partisan amendment offered by Sen-
ator DORGAN. It is a good amendment. 
It is one that should be debated and 
voted on. Another amendment is a 
complete substitute—that is my under-
standing—and Senator LUGAR and Sen-
ator LAUTENBERG want to do that 
amendment. Let’s debate it, find out 
what the will of the Senate is, and 
move on. But to be in this position is 
really unfair to farm State Senators, 
to farmers and ranchers, to the Senate, 
and to our country. If you are unwill-
ing to fight, just say so. If you don’t 
want this bill to come forward, just tell 
us that. Don’t play these games that 
they are not treating us right proce-
durally. This is the way this bill is al-
ways handled. 

So I just think it is something we 
need to do. It is an important piece of 
legislation. The committee, on a bipar-
tisan basis, reported this bill out with 
an overwhelming vote. This is not a 
Democratic bill; it is a bill reported 
out by the Agriculture Committee on a 
bipartisan basis. So I hope this after-
noon we can get some work done on the 
farm bill. 

Mr. HARKIN. Will the leader yield? 
Mr. REID. I am happy to yield to my 

friend, the chairman of the Agriculture 
Committee. 

Mr. HARKIN. I thank our majority 
leader for all the support he has given 
us in getting this bill through even 
when we worked in committee and 
working with the Finance Committee 
to make sure we had the necessary 
money to meet our obligations and 
bringing it to the floor in a timely 
manner. We had all last week; we 
couldn’t get anything done. We have 
this week before we go home for the 
Thanksgiving break. We could finish 
this bill, I say to our leader, we could 
finish this bill if we could just get the 
other side to agree to start the process. 

We have an amendment, I say to the 
leader, before us which we could de-
bate. We could even put a time limit on 
it. We have another amendment on 
which we could put a time limit. We 
could get two or three or four amend-
ments done today. But, I say to the 
leader, I am very frustrated that we 
have the farm bill out here, we are 
ready to go—we have been ready for 
some time—there are amendments 
filed, and we would like to get started 
on it, but we can’t until the minority 
leader agrees to move ahead and says 
we can bring up some of these amend-
ments and move ahead on them. I just 
hope we don’t waste another whole 
day. 
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