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The nomination was confirmed.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the mo-
tion to reconsider is laid on the table.
The President will be immediately no-
tified of the Senate’s action.

————
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senate will return to legisla-
tive session.

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will be in a period of morning
business until the hour of 12:30 with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each and the time
equally divided between the leaders or
their designees, with the Republicans
in control of the first half of the time
and the majority in control of the sec-
ond half.

The Senator from Texas.

—————

VETERANS FUNDING

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I
rise to discuss an issue that is impor-
tant for our country. That is the appro-
priations bill for Veterans and Military
Construction.

The Senate and House Appropria-
tions Committees worked together in a
bipartisan way to craft a bill that fully
funds the Veterans’ Administration
and Military Construction for the qual-
ity of life of our troops. However, we
became bogged down last week because
the Senate and House leadership de-
cided they would put forward a com-
bination of bills that have no relation-
ship to each other. The Labor-Health
and Human Services bill and the Vet-

erans’ Administration-Military Con-
struction bill. Under normal cir-
cumstances, that might be fine. We

have had omnibus appropriations bills
before. But there was one problem.
That is, the President had already said
he would sign the Veterans bill, but he
would veto the Labor-Health and
Human Services bill. So the combina-
tion of these bills was destined to as-
sure a veto.

The Veterans and the Military Con-
struction legislation should go forward
on an expedited basis. I call on this
Congress to do that. There is no rea-
son—there is no substantive reason, no
commonsense reason—we should delay
a bill that has been agreed to by Re-
publicans and Democrats and could
easily pass the House and Senate and
be sent to the President before the end
of this week.

Yesterday we had celebrations all
over the country for veterans, saying
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how much we appreciate their sac-
rifices and what they have given to our
country. Today we come back to work,
and we still don’t have a Veterans’ Ad-
ministration funding appropriations
passed for this year. It is not that the
veterans’ needs are not going to be
funded, because we are in a continuing
resolution that assures the basic things
will be done. But what isn’t going to be
done is the new priorities we put in
this legislation on a bipartisan basis.
We have added more funding for re-
search into protheses, artificial arms
and legs, because those are the kinds of
injuries our troops are coming home
with. They are becoming veterans be-
cause, of course, they can no longer
serve in Active Duty.

I will digress for one moment and say
that when I visit Walter Reed or the
Center for the Intrepid in San Antonio
where young men and women who have
come home injured from Iraq and Af-
ghanistan are being rehabilitated, they
complain because they are being put
out of Active-Duty military. That is
the kind of spirit these young men and
women have. They will be maimed.
They will have lost arms or legs; they
will be burned. Yet they will say: Sen-
ator, I want to go back. I want to be
with my comrades.

Of course, we are going to take care
of those young men and women who
have sacrificed so much through our
Veterans’ Administration. We have
new priorities in these bills that will
put more into research and rehabilita-
tion for these brave men and women.
We also have a new burn unit initiative
to do more research on our burn vic-
tims. Many of our troops come back
with mental health problems. We are
establishing more research and centers
of excellence for post-traumatic stress
syndrome in the bill that has been
agreed to.

All T am asking this morning is, why
not pass this bill right now? We have a
formality of calling a new conference
committee on the separate bill. That
could be done today. We have agree-
ment. There is no reason not to fund
these new priorities. I call on the Sen-
ate and House leadership to make it
happen. There is no excuse. We have
new priorities. We have bipartisan
agreement.

My message to the leadership is:
Let’s trust our committee members.
Let’s trust the leadership on the com-
mittees. Democrats and Republicans
came together. We increased the Presi-
dent’s budget. We increased his re-
quest. He said: OK, because he knew
how important it was that we fully
fund the health care needs of our vet-
erans.

Let me tell you another priority in
this bill. We have heard story after
story of people leaving the Active
Duty, usually because of injuries, going
into the veterans system. But what
happens? There is a long delay, some-
times months, before the veterans’ ben-
efits kick in. These are injured war-
riors. In our bill, we have funding so
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those applications can be processed
more quickly. We are trying to stream-
line leaving the Active-Duty military
and going into the veterans system.
That is in the bill that is languishing
this week in Congress.

I call on our leadership to do the
right thing. Let’s put politics aside. We
can take up the Labor-Health and
Human Services bill in due course. But
today we have a bill with bipartisan
agreement that requires a mere for-
mality of calling the conference com-
mittee, having the House pass it, the
Senate pass it, and sending it to the
President. We can celebrate a joint bi-
partisan victory with Congress and the
President coming together. That is
what the American people expect. That
is what they are looking for in Wash-
ington. When we see the approval rat-
ings of Congress and the President so
low, why don’t we try a new approach?
Why don’t we do something everyone
can celebrate? That is, fund our vet-
erans and military quality-of-life
issues this week. It can be done. I call
on the congressional leadership to do
it. The President has said he will sign
it.

I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Colorado.

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, first of
all, I associate myself with the com-
ments made by the Senator from
Texas. She is right. I serve on the Ap-
propriations Committee with her and
have worked on veterans issues with
her. I very much am joining her in this
effort to try to get this veterans bill
passed because it is extremely impor-
tant.

———

FINDING SOLUTIONS

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, now,
this year, the Senate has voted on Iraq
over 20 times. We have voted on Iraq in
the middle of the night. We have voted
on Iraq on a Saturday. We have voted
on cloture, points of order, motions to
waive, and other permutations of the
majority’s desire to appease
moveon.org and other radical constitu-
encies regarding the war in Iraq.

Although Iraq is important, we have
ignored other important business. Just
last week, we just sent our first appro-
priations bills to the President, 38 days
into the new fiscal year. We just voted
on the Attorney General nominee, 45
days after it was sent to the Senate.
We have yet to address next year’s vet-
erans health care funding needs, 2 days
after Veterans Day.

The uncomfortable fact for those who
would have us consider nothing not
urged by the radical left is we stayed
the course in Iraq, followed the plan for
the surge as developed by the Pen-
tagon, and we are now seeing the re-
sults there—but none here. Every day
the situation improves some in Iraq.
Every day there are more new stories
showing that the country is moving
somewhat out of its depths.

Allow me to read some of the news
reports.
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