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from California (Mr. ISSA) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, once again we have a 
member of the Armed Services who 
gave the true devotion of service and 
we seek to honor him by naming this 
post office in his honor. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, it is my great 
honor to yield such time as he may 
consume to the author of this bill, the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. CARTER). 

Mr. CARTER. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding, and I thank the com-
mittee for all they have done on this 
bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of this resolution honoring the memory 
of United States Marine Corps Corporal 
Steven Patrick Gill of Round Rock, 
Texas. 

In January of 2002, Steven Gill placed 
his college education on hold to enlist 
in the United States Marine Corps. The 
events of September 11 moved Steven 
to take up arms to defend his country. 
On July 21, 2005, he paid the ultimate 
sacrifice while deployed in Iraq doing 
that duty of defending his country. 

Steven Gill was born on November 3, 
1980, to Bill and Rose Gill of Houston, 
Texas. After moving to Round Rock, 
my hometown, in 1993, Steven attended 
Westwood High School. He was an ac-
tive member of King of Kings Lutheran 
Church, and took part in numerous 
mission trips to help those in need. 

After high school, Steven enrolled at 
Concordia Lutheran College in Austin, 
Texas, where he studied towards his 
goal of becoming a youth minister in 
the Lutheran Church. As it did for so 
many Americans, the tragic events of 
September 11 changed the course of 
Steven’s life. 

Upon completion of basic training, 
Steven received follow-up training to 
become an infantry marine rifleman at 
the School of Infantry, Camp Pen-
dleton, California. He also attended 
Amphibious Reconnaissance School at 
Naval Amphibious Base, Norfolk, Vir-
ginia. On July 21, 2005, Steven was serv-
ing as a reconnaissance man with Echo 
Company, Third Reconnaissance Bat-
talion, Regimental Combat Team 8, 
Second Marine Division in Zaidon, 
Iraq, when he was killed in action. 

Steven served one tour in Iraq and 
was awarded a Purple Heart, Combat 
Action Ribbon, Selected Marine Corps 
Reserve, National Defense Service 

Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal, two 
GWOT Service Medals, and an Armed 
Forces Reserve Medal. 

Steven Gill gave his life so we can 
enjoy the freedoms that we have today 
in this great Nation. It is my honor as 
his Congressman and a resident of 
Round Rock, Texas, to honor the sac-
rifice of Steven Gill for his country 
here today and to honor his family who 
gave us their son. As Congress returns 
to work after honoring our Nation’s 
war heroes, I am proud to offer this 
small tribute to one of those heroes 
from Texas. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 3974. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to urge passage of 
this bill to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 797 Sam 
Bass Road in Round Rock, Texas, as the 
‘‘Marine Corps Corporal Steven P. Gill Post 
Office Building’’ in honor of the late Marine 
Corporal Steven P. Gill, a 24 year old Marine 
Corps reservist killed near Zaidon, Iraq by an 
IED on July 21, 2005. 

A native of Round Rock, Corporal Gill was 
not only a model soldier, but also a model cit-
izen. 

After graduating from Westwood High 
School in 1999, he enrolled in Concordia Uni-
versity. Corporal Gill planned to enter the 
seminary, but his work with children and 
church youth groups inspired him to pursue a 
life as a youth minister. 

Then, on September 11, 2001, his life, like 
so many other American’s, changed dramati-
cally. In the words of his father, Bill Gill, 
‘‘When he saw those towers crashing, he had 
to do something.’’ 

Convinced by his father to finish the semes-
ter, Corporal Gill enlisted in the Marines in 
January, 2002, later assigned to the 4th Ma-
rine Division, 4th Reconnaissance Battalion, 
based in San Antonio, the same unit his father 
served in years ago. 

Corporal Gill is a shining example of an indi-
vidual who continually and selflessly served 
those around him, both through his work for 
his community and his country. His spirit lives 
on through the work of his mother, Rose Gill, 
who, despite losing her job in wake of his 
death, continues to promote the Marines and 
the sacrifice of her son. 

Three months after his death she ran in the 
Marine Corps Marathon and has run in his 
honor every year since, raising money for 
wounded soldiers. 

‘‘He knew the sacrifice he might be called to 
make, and he accepted that,’’ his father said. 
I urge you to honor that sacrifice and the 
amazing life of this genuine American hero. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3974. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

COMMENDING ED BLOCK COURAGE 
AWARD FOUNDATION AND DES-
IGNATING NOVEMBER 2007 AS 
NATIONAL COURAGE MONTH 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and concur 
in the Senate concurrent resolution (S. 
Con. Res. 45) commending the Ed Block 
Courage Award Foundation for its 
work in aiding children and families af-
fected by child abuse, and designating 
November 2007 as National Courage 
Month. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
concurrent resolution. 

The text of the Senate concurrent 
resolution is as follows: 

S. CON. RES. 45 

Whereas the Ed Block Courage Award was 
established by Sam Lamantia in 1978 in 
honor of Ed Block, the head athletic trainer 
of the Baltimore Colts and a respected hu-
manitarian; 

Whereas each year in Baltimore, Maryland, 
the Foundation honors recipients from the 
National Football League who have been 
chosen by their teammates as exemplifying 
sportsmanship and courage; 

Whereas the Ed Block Courage Award has 
become one of the most esteemed honors be-
stowed upon players in the NFL; 

Whereas the Ed Block Courage Award 
Foundation has grown from a Baltimore- 
based local charity to the Courage House Na-
tional Support Network for Kids operated in 
partnership with 17 NFL teams in their re-
spective cities; and 

Whereas Courage Houses are facilities that 
provide support and care for abused children 
and their families in these 17 locations 
across the country: Baltimore, Maryland, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Chicago, Illinois, 
Miami, Florida, Detroit, Michigan, Dallas, 
Texas, Westchester County, New York, Oak-
land, California, Seattle, Washington, Char-
lotte, North Carolina, Cleveland, Ohio, At-
lanta, Georgia, St. Louis, Missouri, Indian-
apolis, Indiana, Buffalo, New York, San 
Francisco, California, and Minneapolis, Min-
nesota: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense 
of Congress that— 

(1) National Courage Month provides an op-
portunity to educate the people of the 
United States about the positive role that 
professional athletes can play as inspirations 
for America’s youth; and 

(2) the Ed Block Courage Award Founda-
tion should be recognized for its outstanding 
contributions toward helping those affected 
by child abuse. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. ISSA) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 
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I urge passage of this resolution com-

mending professional football players 
for their work against child abuse. 

As a member of the House Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform, I am 
pleased to join my colleague in the consider-
ation of S. Con. Res. 45, a bill that commends 
the Ed Block Courage Award Foundation for 
its work in aiding children and families affected 
by child abuse. 

S. Con. Res. 45 was introduced by Senator 
BENJAMIN L. CARDIN, on September 17, 2007. 

S. Con. Res. 45 was reported from the 
Oversight Committee on November 8, 2007, 
by voice vote. Mr. Speaker, the Ed Block 
Courage Award Foundation is a Baltimore, 
Maryland based local charity that formulated 
the Courage House National Support Network 
for Kids. The Courage House represents a 
partnership effort between the Foundation, Na-
tional Football League Charities, the Profes-
sional Football Athletic Trainers Society, the 
National Football League Players Association, 
National Football League Films, the Pro Foot-
ball Hall of Fame and National Football 
League Alumni. This partnership promotes the 
prevention of child abuse by raising aware-
ness of the epidemic and assisting agencies 
who provide for the care and treatment of 
abused children. 

The Ed Block Courage Award Foundation 
honors recipients from the National Football 
League who have been chosen by their team-
mates as exemplifying sportsmanship and 
courage. Currently, the Ed Block Courage 
Awards event is heralded as one of the most 
prestigious in the National Football League. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend my colleague Sen-
ator CARDIN for seeking to commend the Ed 
Block Courage Award Foundation and urge 
the swift passage of this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to urge passage of S. Con. Res. 45 be-
cause there is in fact nothing, nothing 
more despicable than those who prey 
upon children. Whether that abuse is 
physical, psychological or sexual, this 
crime destroys lives, harms families, 
and all too often is perpetrated with a 
cruelty that is unreported and unseen. 

I support the work of this foundation 
and its recognition that the National 
Football League players can off the 
field make a real contribution to mak-
ing America a better, safer place. 

b 1800 
Whether it is John Elway or Joe 

Montana or any of the other past re-
cipients of this award, they have in 
fact worked long and hard, not for mil-
lions of dollars or thousands of dollars, 
but for the good of the young people 
who are our future in this country. 
Therefore, I too join my colleague and 
urge the House to unanimously support 
this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to urge passage of 
S. Con. Res. 45, which commends the Ed 
Block Courage Award Foundation for its work 
to prevent child abuse. 

Mr. Speaker, there is nothing sadder in this 
country than the specter of children being 
abused by adults. Whether it’s physical, psy-
chological or sexual abuse, these crimes de-
stroy lives, harm families and, all too often, 
perpetuate cruelty and crime for generations. 

The award, named for the longtime head 
athletic trainer of the Baltimore Colts, recog-
nizes the NFL player whose off-the-field efforts 
have done the most in that year to raise 
awareness of this often hidden crime. Past 
winners include Dan Marino, Tedy Bruschi, 
Joe Klecko, John Elway, Joe Montana and 
Ronnie Lott. 

Mr. Speaker, we thank Baltimore for crab-
cakes and Billie Holliday and Camden Yards 
and Cal Ripken. And today, we thank Charm 
City for this. 

The award was the vision of Sam Lamantia 
Jr., a Baltimore hair stylist. 

The courage award concept was initiated by 
Ernie Accorsi, a longtime NFL executive who 
served as general manager in Baltimore in the 
early 1980s. Larry Harris, then assistant sports 
editor of the Baltimore Evening Sun, had the 
idea to name the award for Block, a forward- 
thinking, innovative trainer who had a lifelong 
passion for preventing and addressing child 
abuse. 

The NFL’s athletic trainers worked to take 
the award to a national level. 

Today, it represents a cooperative effort of 
the foundation, the NFL, the NFL Players As-
sociation, the NFL Alumni Association, NFL 
films, the Professional Football Athletic Train-
ers Society and the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 
Pete Rozelle, the league’s late commissioner, 
was among its biggest supporters. 

The foundation has helped open Courage 
Houses, sanctuaries for abused children, in 14 
NFL cities. Its annual awards ceremony at-
tracts speakers from the highest levels of the 
sport. 

It’s been a great partnership, Mr. Speaker, 
between pro football and the Ed Block Foun-
dation, and it is worthy of our commendation. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. I yield back 

the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

CAPUANO). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. DAVIS) that the House sus-
pend the rules and concur in the Sen-
ate concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 
45. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the Senate 
concurrent resolution was concurred 
in. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF WORLD DIABETES DAY 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 
211) supporting the goals and ideals of 
World Diabetes Day. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

S. CON. RES. 211 

Whereas the World Health Organization 
and the International Diabetes Federation 
established World Diabetes Day in 1991 with 
the aim of coordinating diabetes advocacy 
worldwide; 

Whereas World Diabetes Day is celebrated 
annually on November 14; 

Whereas on December 20, 2006, the General 
Assembly of the United Nations passed a 
landmark resolution recognizing diabetes as 
a chronic, debilitating, and costly disease; 

Whereas the resolution designates World 
Diabetes Day as a United Nations Day to be 
observed every year starting in 2007 in order 
to raise global awareness of diabetes; 

Whereas the theme of the 2007 United Na-
tions World Diabetes Day campaign focuses 
on raising awareness of diabetes in children 
and adolescents, who face unique challenges 
when diagnosed with diabetes; 

Whereas the United Nations campaign 
aims, among other objectives, to firmly es-
tablish the message that no child should die 
of diabetes; 

Whereas the global diabetes epidemic has 
devastating effects on families, societies, 
and national economies; 

Whereas diabetes is the fourth leading 
cause of death by disease in the world, and is 
the sixth leading cause of death in the 
United States; 

Whereas diabetes is a leading cause of 
blindness, kidney failure, amputation, heart 
attack, and stroke; 

Whereas in almost every country the inci-
dence of diabetes is increasing, growing from 
an estimated 30,000,000 people worldwide in 
1985 to an estimated 245,000,000 people in 2007, 
and to 380,000,000 by 2025, as reported by the 
International Diabetes Federation; 

Whereas diabetes is one of the most com-
mon chronic childhood diseases; 

Whereas diabetes can strike children at 
any age, and when diagnosed in young people 
the risk of developing life-threatening com-
plications at an early age increases and life 
expectancy is shortened by, on average, 10 to 
20 years; 

Whereas new figures from the Inter-
national Diabetes Federation’s Diabetes 
Atlas suggest that more than 70,000 children 
develop type 1 diabetes each year and 440,000 
children worldwide under the age of 14 now 
live with type 1 diabetes; 

Whereas recent data indicate that one out 
of every three children born in the United 
States will develop diabetes during their life-
time, including one out of every two children 
from ethnic minority groups; 

Whereas in low- and middle-income coun-
tries, many children with diabetes die be-
cause they are diagnosed late or 
misdiagnosed or because insulin is 
unaffordable, unavailable, or in short supply; 

Whereas the incidence of type 2 diabetes, 
which was previously rare in children, is ris-
ing at alarming rates, with more than 200 
children a day developing this form of diabe-
tes; 

Whereas obesity is a major contributor to 
type 2 diabetes; 

Whereas according to the International 
Obesity Task Force of the International As-
sociation for the Study of Obesity, 155,000,000 
school-age children worldwide are over-
weight, representing at least 1 out of every 
10 school-age children; 

Whereas at least 30,000,000 of those over-
weight children are classified as obese, ac-
counting for at least 2 percent of the world’s 
children between the ages of 5 and 17 years of 
age; 

Whereas research has shown conclusively 
that type 2 diabetes can be prevented or sig-
nificantly delayed through healthy weight 
maintenance and regular physical activity; 

Whereas adopting a lifestyle high in phys-
ical activity and adopting a low-sugar, low- 
fat diet can successfully prevent the onset of 
obesity and diabetes among school-age chil-
dren; 

Whereas diabetes is costly, with the world 
estimated to spend at least $232,000,000,000 in 
2007 and over $302,500,000,000 by 2025 to treat 
and prevent diabetes and its complications; 
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