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relevant amendments to the farm bill.
There is no problem with that. That is
what I said we would do. But this bill,
as I have indicated, as I learned from
my friends in past years from teachers
such as Senator LOTT, Senator DOLE,
and Democratic leaders, of course, is
you have to be very careful in the wan-
ing days of any work period because
any one Senator can shut this place
down.

So on the farm bill, that is not going
to be the case. We are going to work to
complete the farm bill. It is a good, bi-
partisan bill. There should be amend-
ments offered. We have a number of bi-
partisan amendments that must be of-
fered. We have one amendment that
Senator DORGAN and Senator GRASSLEY
are ready to offer on payment limits.
We have Senators LUGAR and LAUTEN-
BERG who want to offer a whole sub-
stitute for this legislation. So I hope
we can get to this legislation.

I have been told one of the things the
Republicans will do in protest of what
I am doing, which has been done count-
less other times in the past, is to go
into a quorum call and prevent us from
doing work on the farm bill. Everyone
has a right to do that. We will have a
few live quorums. If people don’t want
to do work on the farm bill, that is
their right as a Senator.

The farm bill is something I believe
we should do. I am certainly not going
to file cloture on the farm bill this
week. So if my friends on the other
side of the aisle just want to have us
sit in a quorum call and not do any
work on the farm bill and not do our
other work, that is fine. I don’t think
it is very productive when I have indi-
cated the farm bill is certainly one
where we can offer amendments relat-
ing to it, that will be relevant to the
farm bill.

I, at a subsequent time prior to our
getting on the bill, which will be an
hour or so from now, will make sure I
ask consent that we handle this bill
with relevant amendments.

I ask unanimous consent that the
time I use and the time my distin-
guished friend uses not count against
the hour for morning business.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

——————

IRAQ

Mr. REID. Mr. President, yesterday
we reached another tragic milestone in
Iraq. It seems it never stops. We lost
five young American soldiers. That
means 2007 has been the deadliest year
for our troops in the entire war. In just
a few months, we will be starting the
sixth year of this war. We have almost
completed 5 years of the war. Our
thoughts have to be, as they should be,
with the families of the five latest
American victims of the civil war in
Iraq. Our hearts go out to the fami-
lies—several score have been Nevada
families—a total of about almost 3,900
now, young men and women who have
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lost their lives, and to the more than
30,000 who have been gravely wounded.

This war has caused so much suf-
fering in America where losses con-
tinue to rise, not only in the loss of life
and injury to our valiant troops but
our Treasury. The Joint Economic
Committee is going to come out with a
report soon showing it to be in the tril-
lions of dollars this war has cost our
country. That means our Treasury is
going to be depleted for generations to
come.

No one doubts that our military is
battered, scarred, and stretched to the
limit. And let’s not forget about what
is going on in Iraq. It is estimated that
2 million people have left the country.
This was a country of about 25 million
people when the invasion took place.
We learned today that 2.3 million civil-
ians are now displaced, fleeing from
their homes, their neighborhoods, their
schools, places of worship. Violence is
down, and certainly that is important
and good, but many of the experts are
saying one reason the violence is down
is that so much ethnic cleansing has
already taken place. It is true they
found 35 or 40 dead bodies today, and
they are still finding them—not to the
amount they were finding before. They
were finding more than 100 a day. Many
of the areas have been ethnically
cleansed.

Two-thirds of the displaced are chil-
dren under the age of 12. This humani-
tarian crisis rages with no end in sight.
Two-thirds of the 2.3 million displaced
are kids under 12. By the most critical
benchmarks, President Bush’s flawed
strategy on Iraq is making America
not more secure but less secure.

We are seeing no signs of meaningful
progress on political reconciliation,
which is the key to success in Iraq. We
have a civil war going on with the Pal-
estinians. Two factions are at war. We
have Lebanon, in effect, with an elec-
tion that cannot be held because of
civil strife in that country. We have
Iran which is causing trouble in the
whole region. And if a civil war in Iraq
were not bad enough, now we have
100,000 Turkish troops who have gath-
ered on the northern borders of Iraq.

Our brave troops, more than 160,000 of
them, are giving everything they have
to this war. Far too many of them have
been buried; far too many face lives
forever marred by physical and psycho-
logical wounds. Yet for all of our
troops’ sacrifice and suffering, Iraqi
politicians are doing basically nothing.
President Bush has said: As they step
up, we stand down. They have not
stepped up.

What better reminder do we need
than the crisis in Pakistan that the
world can change overnight? It is time
to rebuild our military to refocus on
the war on terror and the grave chal-
lenges that face us throughout the
globe, not just in Iraq. We must repair
the readiness of the Army and Marine
Corps, the finest fighting force in the
world, but a force that is under great
strain. One only need look at the lead-
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er of the Army, General Casey. He is
saying that right now, and he has testi-
fied under oath to that effect. We must
be prepared to respond to new chal-
lenges. We must have the strength and
flexibility to promote freedom and de-
fend human rights when they are at-
tacked. We must refocus our efforts on
bin Laden and al-Qaida who threaten
our safety, and it is long past time to
give our troops the hero’s welcome
they so bravely earned. They need to
come home.

After years of the Republican under-
funding of veterans’ care, Democrats
have provided $4 billion above the
President’s request to make this fail-
ure right. President Bush remains ob-
stinate. His allies in Congress have re-
mained loyal. They have blocked our
efforts so far, but we will continue
fighting to give our troops and all
Americans the new course in Iraq they
deserve.

———

FARM BILL

Mr. REID. Mr. President, on the farm
bill, it is a 5-year bill, scored at about
$280 billion. It is a bill we need to look
at the positive aspects of, and I have
done that on a number of occasions.

The nutrition title is one of the
bright spots of the bill. Food stamp re-
cipients under the bill will be allowed
to spend more on childcare and remain
eligible, as well as save more for edu-
cation and retirement without losing
their benefits. Minimum benefits will
rise. Funding for buying surplus food
stuffs for food banks and other relief
organizations have increased by $100
million each year. That includes over
$1 billion for the School Lunch Pro-
gram to provide fresh fruits and vege-
tables to these schools.

There are many other good things in
this bill, and I was disappointed the
President again talked about a veto.
This is a new word in his vocabulary,
because in the first 6 years of his Presi-
dency, he basically never used the
word. I should say the first 7 years. One
year from today, we will have elections
for a new President. So in the last 12
months, in this man’s Presidency, he
has come up with a new word, ‘‘veto.”
Everything is veto—CHIP, WRDA, ap-
propriations bills, farm bills.

Yesterday, I came to the floor to ex-
press my optimism for the farm bill. I
said the bill is an example of the good
work that can come when both sides of
the aisle work together. Chairman
HARKIN and Senators BAuUcUS,
CHAMBLISS, and GRASSLEY have done
that. I also said this bill would receive
floor time for amendments dealing
with the farm bill. Apparently, the
good work and good faith put toward
this bill by Democrats and Republicans
does not count for much for the Presi-
dent. Yesterday afternoon, Acting Sec-
retary of Agriculture Chuck Connors
announced the President’s intent to
veto the farm bill—before it has been
debated, before amendments are of-
fered, and before, of course, it is
passed.
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Here we go again, I guess is what peo-
ple are saying. The President has now
threatened to veto 11 of 12 appropria-
tions bills, including Labor-HHS, which
provides crucial funding for schools,
medical research, and police. He said
he is going to veto WRDA, which
passed the Senate with 81 votes.

I am not alone when I say this latest
veto threat of the farm bill rings kind
of hollow. It rings hollow because Sec-
retary Johanns went around the coun-
try giving lectures about the current
payments system, what a bad deal it
was. Yet the Bush administration had
every opportunity to fix the issue of
nonfarmers receiving farm payments.
This is what Johanns loved to go
around the country saying. Why don’t
they fix this? He is the Secretary of
Agriculture, part of the Bush adminis-
tration. Yet even though he has gone
around and given PowerPoint presen-
tations to this effect, he should have
been giving a PowerPoint presentation
of why the Bush administration hasn’t
done anything to fix it. It can all be
done by changing regulations. You
don’t need to change the law.

What they now blame Congress for
failing to do, they could have re-
formed—the ‘‘actively engaged’ farm-
ing payments system—right now. That
is what they talk about all the time.
They talk about people in apartment
houses drawing benefits. They can
change it. The President can do that.
He has the power to do that. We gave
him the power to do that. We passed a
bill 20 years ago that reformed the
process. Yet an April 2004 study by the
General Accounting Office determined
the Bush Department of Agriculture’s
track record in implementing this re-
form was, at best, halfhearted, and
that is being generous.

A problem exists in the farming pay-
out structure. We have all heard of in-
dividuals who live in the city but claim
they are farmers and receive a subsidy.
The Bush administration could change
that with a regulation. The farm bill
begins to tackle that problem—a prob-
lem that exists, in large part, because
the Bush administration has failed to
address it.

Now, the President plans to veto a
bill that reforms the payment process,
while maintaining the President’s ad-
ministrative authority to act on it.
This bill takes reform seriously. If
President Bush were serious about it as
well, rather than just looking at polit-
ical points, he would do something
about it. He has the power to do some-
thing about it.

———
RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader.

——
VA-MILCON APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, we
are now in the sixth week of the 2008
fiscal year, and the majority still

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

hasn’t sent a single funding bill to the
President for the 2007 fiscal year. It has
been 20 years—20 years—since Congress
has waited this late in the year to send
a single appropriations bill to the
President. The Veterans appropriations
bill, for example, passed the Senate 2
months ago but is still sitting in Con-
gress.

So why do our friends on the other
side of the aisle continue to drag their
feet on this very important measure?
We know everyone agrees the bill is
important and needed. We know our
veterans have sacrificed for our coun-
try, and it is our duty—our duty—to
provide for them. We know the bill
holds wide bipartisan support, and the
military construction part of the bill is
important for providing housing, readi-
ness, and improved quality of life for
our troops. We also know the President
will sign the veterans bill into law
when he gets it. So why hasn’t this bill
been brought to the floor for a vote?
Why haven’t we had a vote on the vet-
erans conference report? Shouldn’t we
put aside the gamesmanship and send
this bill to the President so it can be
signed before November 11, which hap-
pens to be Veterans Day?

The majority has decided it wants to
tie the veterans bill, which will be
signed into law, to the Labor bill,
which is approximately $9 billion over
the President’s request, which, of
course, will be vetoed. Now, some have
said $9 billion is not much of a dif-
ference, but to put it into context, $9
billion is more than the individual
budgets of 33 of our States. It is more
than the entire yearly budget for the
FBI. It is more than the budget of the
U.S. Coast Guard. More than that, this
figure will serve as a starting point for
next year’s budget, and that will serve
as the starting point for the year after
that. In short, this increase will com-
pound into $120 billion in more Wash-
ington spending over the next 10 years.

To put this in context, for American
taxpayers, for this same amount of
money, we could have, instead, made
permanent marriage penalty relief and
permanent the expensing for small
business and have increased taxpayers’
standard deduction or we could have
provided a 2-year alternative minimum
tax patch.

So why attach a bill that overspends
so dramatically it would not be signed
into law and further postpone funding
for our veterans? Our veterans deserve
better. We shouldn’t penalize them for
the mismanagement and overspending
of this Congress. We have a responsi-
bility to send the veterans bill to the
President at the earliest possible time.
Providing funding to our veterans by
Veterans Day, November 11, is still a
realistic and attainable goal, and Con-
gress should do it.

The election was 1 year ago. It is
time to get serious about funding our
veterans. We must remember our cur-
rent force is composed entirely of vol-
unteers, and they have earned our sup-
port. If our colleagues are serious, they
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will bring the veterans bill to the floor.
No gimmicks, no games. Let us get it
done before Veterans Day.

I yield the floor.

—————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

——————

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to a period of
morning business for 60 minutes, with
Senators permitted to speak for up to
10 minutes each, with the time equally
divided and controlled between the
leaders or their designees, with Repub-
licans controlling the first half and the
majority controlling the final half.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Georgia.

————

RECOGNIZING THE GOOD WORK OF
ED AND MARY ETTEL

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. President, it is
a pleasure to rise today to recognize
the work of some remarkable Geor-
gians, Ed and Mary Ettel, of Marietta,
who happen to be in the gallery this
morning. The Ettels have worked to-
gether in their community to help
touch the lives of our men and women
in uniform. Guided by the Any Soldier
Foundation, Ed and Mary send re-
quested goods to our soldiers serving in
Iraq, Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, Soma-
lia, and Kosovo. Soldiers can go to
www.anysoldier.com and request what
specifically they need and want. Good
people such as the Ettels are making
sure these soldiers’ requests do not go
unnoticed.

Serving 4 years of Active Duty in the
U.S. Navy and 22 years on Reserve
Duty, Ed Ettel undoubtedly knows
what it means to sacrifice for his coun-
try. However, his loyalties to his fellow
men and women in uniform did not end
with his retirement. Together with his
wife Mary, and daughters Erin and Ali-
son, the Ettels committed themselves
to being a support group for those who
are serving overseas today.

For the Ettels, many Saturdays over
the past 2 years have been similar to
last Saturday. The smell of pancakes
usually welcomes 40 volunteers arriv-
ing at the Ettel’s house at Sope Creek
Farm. After breakfast, the volunteers
pick a soldier’s request from the Any
Soldier Web site, take it into the in-
ventory room, and pack boxes with
food, magazines, school supplies, cloth-
ing, toys or Christmas decorations.
They also include a handwritten letter
of support to each individual soldier,
thanking them for their service.

Because of the Ettels’ community
leadership and the help they have re-
ceived from the other members of the
Mount Bethel United Methodist Church
in Marietta, volunteers have been able
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