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did the prosecution prevent the jury
from hearing evidence that the smug-
gler brought a second load of drugs
across our border, but this smuggler
was also given free access to our coun-
try during and after the second smug-
gling incident.

The American people want to know
why did the U.S. Attorney’s Office con-
tinue to produce these border agents
even after the credibility of the drug
smuggler was shattered. This is a ques-
tion that U.S. Attorney Johnny Sutton
needs to answer. By shedding light on
the questionable actions of the pros-
ecution in this case, I am hopeful that
this gross miscarriage of justice can be
corrected.

And I want to say to the families of
Border Patrol agents Compean and
Ramos that this Congress is not going
to forget this injustice; and we’re going
to turn this injustice to justice for
these two men. They deserve it. God
bless them and their families.

And may God bless our men and
women in uniform, and may God con-
tinue to bless America.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

BRING OUR TROOPS AND
MILITARY CONTRACTORS HOME

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, this
week, we heard reports that private
military contractor Blackwater has
been ordered out of Iraq and had its li-
cense revoked after a shootout that
took the lives of at least eight Iraqi ci-
vilians. This didn’t happen in the ‘“‘wild
west’”’ of Iraq, not even in the so-called
“‘triangle of death.” Mr. Speaker, it
happened within the TU.S.-protected
Green Zone in Baghdad. That’s the
area where the so-called surge was sup-
posed to bring peace and stability.

One account of the scene goes like
this: a witness, Muhammad Hussein,
saw his brother killed in the gunfight.
Muhammad said, I was driving behind
my brother’s car and suddenly there
was an explosion and firing. I tried to
figure out what was happening when I
saw a black convoy ahead of us, he told
an international news agency, and
went on to say, Soon after, I saw my
brother slumped in the car. I dragged
him out of the car and tried to hide to
avoid the firing, but realized that he
had been shot in the chest and he was
already dead. That’s what he said.

So, Mr. Speaker, one week after Gen-
eral Petraeus came up to the Hill to
brief Members of Congress, we are see-
ing private military contractors Kkill-
ing civil civilians in the streets of
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Baghdad. Is this the measure of success
of the escalation? I should hope not. I
should think not. To this date, the ad-
ministration has either been unwilling
or unable to account for all the private
military contractors in Iraq.

Contractors have their own rules. No
one knows to whom they are account-
able. Reports of these contractors,
however, have been anything but prom-
ising. The Center for American
Progress estimates the total number of
private contractors in Iraq to be 126,000
to 180,000; 20,000 to 50,000 of those are
private security guards. They zip
through Iraq, through Iraqi towns and
neighborhoods in their convoys of ar-
mored SUVs. Are they accountable to
an international law of war? Are they
accountable to U.S. law? Can the Iraqis
hold them accountable for acts of vio-
lence within Iraq? Nobody knows. Are
these contractors receiving any mental
health assistance? Are we ensuring
that no one being paid by the United
States is hitting the streets of Baghdad
with PTSD? What is the screening
process? We have no idea who’s out
there in the name of the United States
of America.

Every single day we open the paper
to find report after report that the oc-
cupation of Iraq is a failure. Despite all
of the heroic acts of our men and
women in uniform, we cannot bring
peace and stability to a nation at the
point of a gun. We cannot win an occu-
pation.

This administration needs to get real
about the situation on the ground. It is
time, it is past time to fully fund a safe
and orderly redeployment of our troops
and of our military contractors from
Iraq. That is all the Congress can ac-
cept.

We support our troops. We support
Iraqi sovereignty. We support a surge
in diplomatic efforts. What we cannot,
what we will not accept is another
year, another decade or another flag-
draped coffin.

Let’s bring our troops home. Let’s
bring our contractors home. And let’s
allow the people of Iraq to reclaim
their country.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)
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MEMBERS DEFEATED BY
LOBBYISTS IN “HOOPS FOR HOPE”

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. HULSHOF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HULSHOF. I have to admit, Mr.
Speaker, that it is with conflicting
emotion that I rise, as is my custom,
to report on the annual Hoops for Hope
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basketball game, an intense athletic
contest between Members of Congress
and representatives of the lobbying
community.

Normally, I'm accompanied with a
handsome trophy indicating the suc-
cess of our athletic endeavors. In fact,
seven times out of the last 9 years said
hardware has joined me here at the
table. Alas, I will admit the absence of
said hardware suggests the outcome of
last Monday night’s game. The lobby-
ists defeated the Members team 45-36.

Now, some point out that the en-
hanced lobbying disclosure rules that
have been passed are to blame in that
we were unable to utilize secret plays.
I often point out that the universe
from which the teams are drawn, the
universe of lobbyists, of course num-
bers in the thousands, indeed the tens
of thousands from which they can draw
their athletic team whereas we, on the
other hand, are limited by a finite
number of 535.

One observer of the game wryly
noted that he hoped the Members of
Congress team were current on their
dues to the local bricklayers union in
that, shall we say, our shooting per-
centage was not that good.

The bright spot, however, as is the
case every year, is that significant
funds were raised for local charities.
Indeed, last Monday night’s event at
the Smith Center, on the campus of
George Washington University, raised
over $60,000, bringing the cumulative
total of funds for local charities to over
$300,000 over the life of this very spir-
ited but worthwhile contest.

Specifically, the local charities this
year included Horton’s Kids and the
Luke Tiahrt Foundation, as well as
Saint Anthony’s. Before the game,
many of the children actually served
by those funds were in attendance. So
it was great to see the recipients of
those charitable efforts being there and
participating in that contest.

A couple of quick thanks: As always,
George Washington University was ex-
traordinary in their hospitality in pro-
viding the gymnasium of the Smith
Center. We had celebrity coaches.
Coach John Thompson, III, Georgetown
University’s basketball coach, was the
Members of Congress’ coach. He didn’t
have a lot to work with, unfortunately,
last Monday night. We are checking
with the NCAA to make sure that that
blemish is not going to be included in
this year’s Georgetown record. On the
other side of the court was Coach Karl
Hobbs from George Washington Univer-
sity. Again, we appreciate the unself-
ishness of both Coach Thompson and
Coach Hobbs.

I also want to acknowledge, I am not
sure they want their names mentioned
necessarily, but my colleagues, Mr.
TIAHRT of Kansas, Mr. LARSEN of the
State of Washington, Mr. KIND of Wis-
consin, Mr. FLAKE of Arizona, Mr.
THUNE from the other side of the Cap-
itol from South Dakota, Mr. MEEK of
Florida, and Mr. CROWLEY of New York,
again, gave it our best. But we fell
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