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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. DEGETTE).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
September 20, 2007.

I hereby appoint the Honorable DIANA
DEGETTE to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God Almighty, people approach
You, the infinite source of life and
love, through various faith traditions.
This Nation rejoices and protects the
freedom of religious expression of its
people as a basic human right. Such
tolerance and mutual respect may well
prove to be America’s greatest export
to the rest of the world.

Lord, in our day, as in the past, all
religious traditions help individuals,
societies, and cultures combat three
poisons that the ancients thought
would always threaten to destroy us.
The three poisons are greed, anger, and
ignorance.

With religious insight and righteous
discipline, Lord, You empower faith-
filled people to fight off such internal
disease and become healthy again.
Lord, help Your people in these des-
perate times to find and live into “‘a
cure.”’

The antidote for greed is justice for
all; anger is converted by compassion
for others; and ignorance is overcome
by knowledge of others and from oth-
ers. Heal us who call upon Your holy
name, now and forever. Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, pursuant to clause 1,
rule I, I demand a vote on agreeing to
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I object to the vote on
the ground that a quorum is not
present and make the point of order
that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. AKIN)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. AKIN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a bill of the House of the
following title:

H.R. 3528. An act to provide authority to
the Peace Corps to provide separation pay

for host country resident personal services
contractors of the Peace Corps.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five 1-minute
speeches per side.

———

JENA, LOUISIANA

(Ms. KILPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. KILPATRICK. Madam Speaker,
Members of Congress, people of the
United States of America, I stand this
morning as chairperson of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus to say thank you
to the thousands of people who are in
Jena, Louisiana as we speak, and the
tens of thousands around this country
standing for liberty and justice for all.

Unfortunately, a tragic accident hap-
pened in Jena, Louisiana. A gentleman
has been incarcerated since December;
the appeals court has thrown out the
conviction; he is still incarcerated. Six
young men attacked, two days before
the incident that they are in jail for,
and now we ask for justice.

This is an important day in the his-
tory of our country. We rise, as we just
said the Pledge of Allegiance, justice
and liberty for all. Congratulations to
the attorneys, to the coalition, to the
families. Let’s retry this in juvenile
court where it ought to be and bring
justice to the Jena 6. Congratulations,
young men. Stand strong. We are with
you. God bless.

———
HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF
DR. PASCAL SPINO

(Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)
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