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training game in a Milwaukee uniform. That
was just the beginning.

Over the next twenty-three years, he set
more major league batting records than any
player in the game’s history, including most
home runs, lifetime, 755; most years with 30
or more home runs, 15; most extra-base hits,
1,477; most total bases, 6,856; and most runs
batted in, lifetime, 2,297. On May 17, 1970,
Aaron became the first player to achieve
both 3,000 career hits and more than 500 hom-
ers. He was also an outstanding fielder, win-
ning three Gold Gloves, and he was elected
to a record 24 All-Star teams. He was in-
ducted into the Hall of Fame at Coopers-
town, New York, on August 1, 1982. His auto-
biography, I Had a Hammer, was published in
1990, and in 1997, a new minor league baseball
stadium in his hometown was named in his
honor.

Since retiring from playing, he has been an
eloquent ambassador for baseball and sports
in general, and has been an outspoken leader
on the issue of minority hiring in baseball
executive jobs. In the business world, Aaron
developed a number of auto dealerships and
still owns Hank Aaron Toyota. He is a long-
time Church’s and Popeye’s restaurant
franchisee and also operates Krispy Kreme
franchises in Atlanta and Columbus, Geor-
gia.

Aaron sits on the board of Retail Ventures,
Inc., Medallion Financial Corporation, At-
lanta Technical Institute, the Atlanta
Braves, and Atlanta Falcons. He is a member
of the Board of Governors for Boys and Girls
Clubs of America and is a member of the
Board of Councilors of the Carter Center.
With his wife Billye, he is the founder of the
Hank Aaron Chasing the Dream Foundation.
Aaron has received numerous civic awards,
including the Medal of Freedom, awarded by
President George W. Bush, and the Presi-
dential Citizens Medal, awarded by President
Bill Clinton.

Throughout his life, Hank Aaron has
been an outstanding role model for
both children and adults alike. Madam
Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join
with me in congratulating him on this
remarkable achievement and extending
thanks for his many efforts over the
years on behalf of the citizens of the
First Congressional District and the
state of Alabama.

—————

EXPRESSING THE CONDOLENCES
OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES ON THE DEATH OF THE
HONORABLE PAUL E. GILLMOR,
A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
STATE OF OHIO

SPEECH OF

HON. JAMES T. WALSH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 5, 2007

Mr. WALSH of New York. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to honor my friend and colleague,
the Honorable PAUL GILLMOR.

Throughout his life PAUL was a dedicated
servant for the people of his home state of
Ohio and his country. He proudly served in the
United States Air Force, attaining the rank of
Captain.

In 1967 PAUL began what would become a
long and successful political career. He served
22 years in the Ohio State Senate, and he
served as Republican leader five times. A
classmate of mine, in 1989 he began the first
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of 10 terms in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives serving the people of the 5th District in
Ohio. PAUL was the senior member of the
Committee on Financial Services and the
Ranking Republican on the Financial Institu-
tions Subcommittee. He also served as a
member of the Subcommittees on Capital
Markets and Housing. PAUL had a lot of re-
sponsibilities in serving the second largest dis-
trict in Ohio, but he did so valiantly and with
tremendous success, showing that he was a
true leader. He served eight terms as a mem-
ber of the Republican Whip Team, including
serving as Deputy Minority Whip. PAUL was
also unanimously elected to serve as Vice
President of the NATO Parliamentary Assem-
bly. His ability to lead earned PAUL great re-
spect amongst his colleagues and his constitu-
ents.

His length and success of service was evi-
dence of how he truly listened to his constitu-
ents and did all that he could to help them. He
was the consummate professional—always
putting the best interests of his constituents
and his country ahead of partisanship by
being willing to work across party lines to suc-
cessfully achieve goals.

PAUL was a soldier, a state senator, and a
congressman, but the roles he cherished most
were that of husband and father. Few things
meant more to PAUL than his constituency, but
his family definitely ranked number one in his
life. PAUL’s five children were his pride and
joy. His happiest times were spent with his
wife and children.

My deepest heartfelt condolences go out to
Paul’s wife Karen and his children Linda,
Julie, Paul Michael, Connor, and Adam. My
thoughts and prayers and those of my wife
Dede are with them at this difficult time, and
we thank them for sharing PAUL with us for so
many years. He was a wonderful friend and
colleague and will be sorely missed.

—————

IN MEMORY OF THE HONORABLE
JENNIFER DUNN, 1941-2007

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 7, 2007

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to join my fellow colleagues in mourning
the passing of the Honorable Jennifer Dunn.
My friend and an honorable representative for
the people of the 8th district of Washington
passed away on Wednesday. | was greatly
saddened when | was told the terrible news of
her passing. This Chamber, and the State of
Washington has lost a friend and one of our
most capable and dedicated former Members.

Words cannot fully express the sorrow that
is felt by those who have known and loved
Jennifer. My heart goes out to Jennifer's hus-
band, Keith Thomson, her two sons, Bryant
and Reagan Dunn, her stepson, Angus Thom-
son, and her two grandchildren during this dif-
ficult time. | will be keeping her memory and
her surviving family in my thoughts and pray-
ers. | pray for her former Washington, DC, and
Washington State congressional staffers who
served her and the people of the 8th Congres-
sional District of Washington.

Congresswoman Dunn was a highly-re-
spected Member of Congress, dutifully serving
six terms before she retired in 2005. She
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achieved an inspiring career of many firsts:
first woman to chair the Washington State Re-
publican party; first freshman woman to win a
place in the House Republican leadership
team; and the highest ranking Republican
woman in leadership as the vice chair of the
conference. More than anything, Jennifer will
be remembered for her generosity and com-
passion for others. She is leaving us for a bet-
ter place, but leaves behind a lasting legacy of
service to this House. Words cannot fully ex-
press my sorrow in her passing. God Bless.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. RON KLEIN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 7, 2007

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to submit a record of how | would
have voted on Saturday, August 4, when |
was tending to a family commitment, for which
the timing was not flexible.

Had | voted, | would have voted “nay” on
rollcall No. 824; “yes” on rolicall No. 825;
“yes” on rollcall No. 826; “yes” on rollcall No.
827; “yes” on rollcall No. 828; “yes” on rollcall
No. 829; “yes” on rollcall No. 830; “nay” on
rolicall No. 831; “yes” on rollcall No. 832;
“yes” on rollcall No. 833; “nay” on rollcall No.
834; “yes” on rollcall No. 835; “nay” on rollcall
No. 836; “yes” on rollcall No. 837; “nay” on
rollcall No. 838; “no” on rollcall No. 839; “nay”
on rollcall No. 840; “nay” on rollcall No. 841;
“nay” on rollcall No. 842; “nay” on rollcall No.
843; “nay” on rollcall No. 844; “nay” on rollcall
No. 845; and “yes” on rollcall No. 846.

CONGRATULATING LEAH RAWLS
ATKINS ON HER INDUCTION INTO
THE ALABAMA ACADEMY OF
HONOR

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 7, 2007

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pride and pleasure that | rise to honor
Leah Rawls Atkins on the occasion of her in-
duction into the Alabama Academy of Honor.

A student of history, Mrs. Atkins has ce-
mented her own place in the history books of
the great State of Alabama. A woman of
firsts—she was the first woman inducted into
the Alabama Sports Hall of Fame and the first
recipient of a Ph.D. awarded by Auburn Uni-
versity.

Created in 1965, the Alabama Academy of
Honor was created to recognize living Alabam-
ians for their accomplishments and service
that greatly benefits or reflects credit on the
State of Alabama. Ten members may be
elected annually by the Academy of Honor
with no greater than 100 living members at a
time.

Madam Speaker, the following tribute was
presented to Leah Rawls Atkins at her cere-
mony of induction into the Academy in 2007.
With your permission, | would like to add this
tribute to the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

LEAH RAWLS ATKINS

Leah Rawls Atkins has spent her life

teaching and writing about American and
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Alabama history. She was born in Bir-
mingham, growing up in a family compound
of four houses that included the homes of her
grandparents and great-grandparents near
Oak Hill Cemetery. World War II was the
formative event of her childhood and kindled
her love of history, her country, and her
state.

In high school and college, she was a com-
petitive water skier. In 1953 she won both the
U.S. Women’s Overall National Champion-
ship and the Women’s Overall World Cham-
pionship. She was the first woman senior
judge of the American Water Ski Associa-
tion, and the first woman AWSA board mem-
ber. In 1976, she was the first woman in-
ducted into the Alabama Sports Hall of
Fame.

Atkins holds three degrees from Auburn
University, receiving her doctorate in his-
tory in 1974, the first time a Ph.D. in history
was awarded at AU. She taught history at
Auburn, briefly at the University of Alabama
at Birmingham, and at Samford University,
where in 1984 she became the founding direc-
tor of the Samford London Study Centre.
The next year she became the founding di-
rector of the Auburn University Center for
the Arts and Humanities (now the Caroline
Marshall Draughon Center), which she di-
rected for a decade, bringing university
scholars and citizens together to explore the
ideas and experiences that inform the human
condition, connecting the local to the uni-
versal, and providing an opportunity for
learning and dialogue.

Atkins is a longtime member, former
president, and for 15 years served as sec-
retary of the Alabama Historical Associa-
tion.

She was a founding board member of the
Friends of the Alabama Archives, the editor
of the Friends’ first newsletter, and is on the
board of the Alabama Archives and History
Foundation. She has published many articles
and books on Alabama history, including a
study of the admission of women to Auburn
University and the University of Alabama, a
history of Birmingham and Jefferson Coun-
ty, and a biography of builder John M.
Harbert III. She is also author of a corporate
history of Brasfield & Gorrie and, most re-
cently, of a history of Alabama Power Com-
pany which won the 2007 James Sulzby Book
Award for the best book on Alabama history.
She is a co-author of the Pulitzer Prize-nom-
inated Alabama: History of a Deep South
State, which also won the Sulzby Award.

She and her husband, George, have been
married for 54 years and have four children
and 13 grandchildren.

Leah Atkins is an outstanding example of
the quality individuals who have devoted their
lives to education. Madam Speaker, | ask my
colleagues to join with me in congratulating
her on this remarkable achievement. | know
her husband, George, her family, and many
friends join with me in praising her accom-
plishments and extending thanks for her many
efforts over the years on behalf of the State of
Alabama.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 7, 2007

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, on rollcall
vote 856, the Westmoreland amendment to
H.R. 2786, please accept my apologies as |
was unavoidably detained and was not able to
cast my vote in the allotted time. It was my in-
tention to vote “yes” on this amendment.
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TRIBUTE TO THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE AIR NATIONAL
GUARD BASE AT McGHEE TYSON
AIRPORT

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR.

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 7, 2007

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor a piece of history in the Second Dis-
trict of Tennessee.

For the past 50 years, as people flew into
my district, they weren’t just landing in Knox-
ville but also touching down at a historic Ten-
nessee Air National Guard Base.

Military planes taking off from that runway
have been a part of some of the noblest
causes of modern times, from the Berlin Air
Lift to Operation Enduring Freedom.

I's a history of service that exemplifies the
spirit that gave Tennessee the nickname of
the Volunteer State, and once again the Knox-
ville community is at the forefront of that serv-
ice.

The base is now celebrating 50 years of op-
erations, and it is currently the proud home of
the 134th Refueling Wing, as well as the
228th Combat Communications Squadron, the
119th Command and Control Squadron, the
I.G. Brown Training and Education Center, the
Academy of Innovative Ministries, and the
572nd Air Force Band.

I's not just the longevity of the base that is
so remarkable, but also the quality of the men
and women who serve there. The 134th has
been consistently ranked nationally for its su-
perb performance.

| would like to congratulate the nearly 2,000
full-time military and civilian personnel at the
base and the many thousands more who pass
through the facility each year for training. Their
professionalism makes us proud.

Madam Speaker, in closing, | urge my col-
leagues to join me as | salute the 50th anni-
versary of the Air National Guard Base at
McGhee Tyson Airport in Blount County, Ten-
nessee. | know the facility and the men and
women who operate it will play an important
part in protecting our Nation for decades to
come.

————

A TRIBUTE TO ST. ROBERT
BELLARMINE CATHOLIC CHURCH

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 7, 2007

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay special recognition to St. Robert
Bellarmine Church upon the celebration of its
100th anniversary.

The church was founded as Holy Trinity
Parish in 1907 by Father Edward Wright. In
1939, the church was remodeled and given its
present name. The choice of 17th century
Italian cardinal St. Robert Bellarmine as patron
saint reflects the church’s modern-day identity
as a spiritual, educational and charitable insti-
tution. St. Robert Bellarmine embodied an
ideal blend of spirituality, intellect, public serv-
ice and charity. He would certainly be proud of
Burbank’s St. Robert Bellarmine Church,
which throughout its 100 years has dem-
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onstrated a passionate commitment to these
same ideals.

Today, St. Robert Bellarmine Catholic
Church serves the spiritual, educational, and
charitable needs of its community. Its elemen-
tary school, as well as Bellarmine Jefferson
High School, offers a Christ-centered learning
environment with a challenging curriculum that
educates students both academically and mor-
ally, preparing them for a lifetime of service to
both God and their communities.

In addition, St. Robert Bellarmine sponsors
and facilitates service-oriented groups that
serve the homeless, the sick, and others in
need in the Burbank community and beyond
by actively engaging in food drives and raising
charitable funds. Many leaders of St. Robert
Bellarmine have used their leadership as a
means for serving the community. Monsignor
Martin Cody Keating, for example, served the
church for 37 years after his work as an Army
chaplain in World War I. During his priesthood,
he worked as an advocate for labor and war
veterans’ issues. The current Priests and staff
continue this legacy of public service today.

| ask all Members to join me today in hon-
oring St. Robert Bellarmine Church upon the
celebration of its 100th anniversary. The entire
community joins me in thanking the parish-
ioners of St. Robert Bellarmine Church for
their religious, educational, and charitable con-
tributions to California’s 29th Congressional
District.

CONGRATULATING JAMES I. HAR-
RISON JR. ON HIS INDUCTION
INTO THE ALABAMA ACADEMY
OF HONOR

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 7, 2007

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pride and pleasure that | rise to honor
James |. Harrison Jr., on the occasion of his
induction into the Alabama Academy of Honor.

Jimmy Harrison is one of the most influential
men in the drug store business not only in
Alabama but throughout the United States. He
was a star on both the basketball court and on
the baseball field at the University of Alabama,
but he is an even better businessman and
pharmacist. His success in the board room is
only exceeded by his generosity and chari-
table spirit. His lifetime of service to his com-
munity and support of education have added
in an immeasurable way to the well-being of
our state.

Created in 1965, the Alabama Academy of
Honor was created to recognize living Alabam-
ians for their accomplishments and service
that greatly benefits or reflects credit on the
state of Alabama. Ten members may be elect-
ed annually by the Academy of Honor with no
greater than 100 living members at a time.

Madam Speaker, the following tribute was
presented to James |. Harrison at his cere-
mony of induction into the Academy in 2007.
With your permission, | would like to add this
tribute to the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

JAMES I. HARRISON JR.

James I. Harrison, Jr., was born in Tusca-
loosa on July 11, 1932. He attended St. John’s
Parochial School in Tuscaloosa and was one
of the four graduates of the school’s last
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