August 3, 2007

years ago, FMLA declared the principle
that workers should never be forced to
choose between the jobs they need and
the families they love. In the years
since its passage, more than 50 million
Americans have taken advantage of its
provisions to care for a sick love one,
or recover from illness themselves, or
welcome a new baby into the family.

Mr. President, if ordinary Americans
deserve those rights, how much more
do they apply to those who risk their
lives in the service of our country? Sol-
diers who have been wounded in our
service deserve everything America
can give to speed their recoveries—but
most of all, they deserve the care of
their closest loved ones. Given the se-
verity of their injuries, and our debt of
gratitude, our servicemembers need
more. That is exactly what is offered in
the Support for Injured Servicemem-
bers Act.

Senator Bob Dole and former Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services
Donna Shalala have been instrumental
in this effort as well, through their
thoughtfulness and work on the Presi-
dent’s Commission on Care for Amer-
ica’s Returning Wounded Warriors. It’s
not surprising that the Commission
found that family members play a crit-
ical role in the recovery of our wound-
ed servicemembers. The commitment
shown by the families and friends of
our troops is truly inspiring. According
to the Commission’s report, 33 percent
of active duty servicemembers report
that a family member or close friend
relocated for extended periods of time
to help their recoveries. It also points
out that 21 percent of active duty
servicemembers say that their friends
or family members gave up jobs to find
the time.

I am pleased that Senator CLINTON is
the lead co-sponsor of my amendment.
FMLA was the very first bill that
President Clinton signed into law, and
I am grateful that his wife, Senator
CLINTON, continues to support the prin-
ciples that I have been fighting for over
20 years. I am pleased that Senators
DOLE, GRAHAM, KENNEDY, CHAMBLISS,
REED, MIKULSKI, MURRAY, SALAZAR,
LIEBERMAN, MENENDEZ, BROWN, NELSON
of Nebraska, and CARDIN are co-sSpon-
soring this amendment. I thank Sen-
ator BAUCUS and Senator GRASSLEY for
accepting this important amendment
and appreciate the support of all of my
colleagues in this effort.

Mr. President, I am troubled by the
comments from the Bush administra-
tion about this bill. It is a bill to help
children and an overwhelming majority
of members on both sides of the aisle
have voted to support that goal. The
CHIP Program is a model of success
and this bill provides sustainable and
predictable health care coverage for
low income children regardless of their
health status. One day soon, the Presi-
dent will make a decision on whether
to sign CHIP reauthorization into law.
At that moment, all Americans will
know whether the President stands for
children or would rather stand in the
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way of children’s access to critically
needed health care.

BRITISH PETROLEUM REFINERY

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today I
rise to speak about the proposed expan-
sion of a British Petroleum refinery in
Whiting, IN. BP Amoco has requested,
and received, a permit to increase the
pollution it dumps into Lake Michigan.

Under this new permit, BP’s ex-
panded facility will release 54 percent
more ammonia and 35 percent more
suspended solids which contain heavy
metals, including mercury, into Lake
Michigan. Expanding refinery capacity
is an important goal and a project with
many benefits, but we shouldn’t do this
at the expense of one of our most pre-
cious natural resources.

Congress passed the Clean Water Act
to restore and maintain the integrity
of our Nation’s waters. The express
goal of the law is to reduce the amount
of pollutants entering the Nation’s wa-
terways. The Clean Water Act went so
far as to set a very specific target of
reaching zero pollutants going into the
waters by 1985. Zero discharges. We cer-
tainly have not met that target.

But we have been trying to move to-
ward it. Now, BP wants to increase its
pollution into Lake Michigan. BP has
spent millions and millions of dollars
to ‘‘green’ its image. This company
has effectively changed its name from

“British Petroleum” to ‘‘Beyond Pe-
troleum.”
Yet with this ‘‘green’ image, BP

turns around and asks for a permit to
dramatically increase the amount of
pollutants it dumps into Lake Michi-
gan. BP has worked very hard to make
the American public think that the
company is an environmental steward,
that it is a responsible and sustainable
company. And it does have some very
good initiatives, but BP stands to lose
this image by insisting on dumping
more pollution into Lake Michigan.

A Chicago Sun Times article this
week referred to BP as ‘“Big Pol-
luters.” I don’t think that is what the
company wants.

The CEO of BP met with me last
week. I asked him to take another look
at the technology that is currently
available to decrease the amount of
ammonia and total suspended solids
that will be introduced into Lake
Michigan. I encouraged BP to find a
better solution.

I am calling on BP to live up the
standard it has set for itself as a cor-
porate steward of the environment and
to stop any additional pollution from
being discharged into Lake Michigan.

The Great Lakes are a tremendous
and valuable resource. The lakes are a
largely closed ecosystem that has a
very long water retention time. It
takes 106 years for water to be com-
pletely flushed through Lake Michigan.
Pollutants that are introduced into the
lake are likely to stay there for a long
time.

The Great Lakes contain more than
20 percent of the Harth’s surface fresh
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water and are a necessary drinking
water source for mnearly 40 million
Americans. Increasing pollution going
into the Lakes should worry us all.
Twenty-five percent of the U.S. and Ca-
nadian populations are within the wa-
tershed of the Great Lakes.

Congress appreciates the value of
this resource. More than 30 Federal
laws have been enacted that specifi-
cally focused on restoring the Great
Lakes basin.

Government at all levels is working
to prevent industrial pollution, sewage
discharges, invasive species and water
diversion. These efforts are to ensure
that future generations will enjoy the
beauty of our magnificent Great Lakes.

Dumping more pollution into one of
our most important sources of fresh
water is a bad idea. The people in my
State recognize that. They are willing
to forgo the modest increase in refin-
ery expansion to protect Lake Michi-
gan.

At a time when fresh water sources
are threatened here and around the
globe, we should demand more espe-
cially from corporate leaders who flash
public relations campaigns about mov-
ing ‘“‘beyond petroleum.” BP is not a
struggling small business. In the past
three years, BP Corporation has earned
net profits of over $60 billion. If anyone
has the resources to find alternatives,
it is BP Amoco.

We respectfully ask BP to live up to
the image it has worked so hard to cre-
ate and use some of the resources they
have to prevent additional pollution
from entering our drinking water.
Please protect our natural resource,
don’t degrade it.

————
MENTAL HEALTH PARITY ACT

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I rise
today to clarify my support for S. 558,
the Mental Health Parity Act of 2007.
This bipartisan legislation introduced
by Senators DOMENICI and KENNEDY,
seeks to provide parity between health
insurance coverage of mental health
benefits and benefits for medical and
surgical services. I join my colleague,
the senior Senator from Pennsylvania,
Mr. SPECTER, in establishing for the
record today the reasons for our joint
support for this bill. I also thank
Chairman KENNEDY and Senator
DOMENICI for joining us in this discus-
sion.

Mr. SPECTER. I thank my colleague
Senator CASEY. Mr. President, as a co-
sponsor of S. 558, I am pleased that the
Senate is taking up this important leg-
islation. I thank Health, HEducation,
Labor, and Pensions, HELP, Com-
mittee Chairman KENNEDY, Senator
DOMENICI, who along with HELP Com-
mittee Ranking Member ENZI and oth-
ers, have worked to establish mental
health parity for millions of American
citizens.

Mr. KENNEDY. I thank my col-
leagues from Pennsylvania and appre-
ciate their dedication to and support
for the cause of mental health parity. I
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