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IN HONOR OF DONALD MADER 

HON. STEVE ISRAEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 28, 2007 

Mr. ISRAEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Donald Mader. He will be retiring 
from Underwriters Laboratories at the end of 
this month after a 42-year tenure. Mr. Mader 
is a veteran of the Vietnam war where he 
served as a commandant for the 73rd Signal 
Battalion of the Tropospheric Scatter Commu-
nications Equipment School, before working at 
the Pentagon with the Army Material Com-
mand, Advanced Ariel Fire Support System. 

Upon completion of his service with the 
Army, Mr. Mader returned to my district in 
Melville, NY, to work as a Project Engineer. 
Over the next 42 years he went on to hold nu-
merous officer positions including senior vice 
president of certifications operations, executive 
vice president of the Americas group and ex-
ecutive vice president of public safety and ex-
ternal affairs. Most recently he has served as 
executive vice president and chief technology 
officer. As the head of engineering at Under-
writers Laboratories, Mr. Mader is responsible 
for technical excellence and driving technical 
innovation across the organization, including 
developing and implementing consistent, 
state-of-the-art testing, laboratory, calibration, 
and instrumentation policies, procedures and 
practices. His organization leads research ef-
forts in key technological areas to UL and 
UL’s constituencies and determines the appro-
priate standards strategy based on business 
relevancy and support of the UL public safety 
mission. 

Mr. Mader is widely respected in his field 
and has been recognized by his peers. He is 
a Certified Product Safety Manager (CPSM) 
with the International Product Safety Manage-
ment Certification Board and a senior member 
of the System Safety Society. He also holds 
memberships with the National Fire Protection 
Association, the International Association of 
Electrical Inspectors and the Instrument Soci-
ety of America. I applaud Mr. Mader for his 
service to both the United States Army and 
Underwriters Laboratory. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY GOVERNOR 
EDWARDS 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 28, 2007 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, Sunday marked the 80th birthday of 
James Burroughs Edwards of Mount Pleasant, 
SC, who was instrumental in the Reagan Rev-
olution which transformed the political system 
of South Carolina. 

I learned firsthand his competence and in-
tegrity when I served as his assistant to orga-
nize the Charleston County Republican Party 
in 1964, when he selected me for the State 
Development Board in 1975, when he ap-
pointed me Congressional District chair for 
Gov. Ronald Reagan for President in 1976, 
and when he asked me to serve as Deputy 
General Counsel of the U.S. Department of 
Energy in 1981. 

I will always be grateful for the positive im-
pact he has had for me, my family, and our re-
gion. This appreciation is evidenced by a birth-
day tribute by Ron Brinson published June 24 
in the Post and Courier, of Charleston, SC. 

[From the Post and Courier, June 24, 2007] 
FORMER GOVERNOR SHOULD WRITE A BOOK 

THAT DEFINES HIS LEGACY 
(By Ron Brinson) 

So I’m biased, but the facts speak for 
themselves. Jim Edwards was a darn good 
governor and is a genuine public leader with 
a knack for aligning principles and intellect 
to the congeniality of a very nice man. 

Edwards celebrates his 80th birthday 
today, and, Governor, I have a suggestion, 
sort of a reverse birthday gift—write us a 
book. Your career and personal life include 
notable public achievements. It’s a story 
that offers life-lesson insights about polit-
ical patriotism and the values of civility. 
Your memoirs could provide inspiration and 
encouragement to others who might consider 
the path you took to public service. It would 
define your legacy and serve to control the 
rascals of revisionism in future generations. 
And if you write it in your usual commu-
nicative style, it will be an entertaining read 
about important stuff with many humorous 
anecdotes. Please don’t leave out the stories 
about the rock barges and bootleggers. 

Jim Edwards could write several inter-
esting books that would link his Depression- 
era childhood, his World War II service as a 
merchant seaman, his high-achieving college 
and medical school days, a thriving oral sur-
gery practice, and then a public service ca-
reer that included some unusual stops and 
challenges. And, as he would quickly point 
out, along the way he ‘‘married well,’’ and he 
and Ann Darlington Edwards built a home, 
restored another and nurtured a comfortable 
family life with their two children. 

Edwards assumed personal risks and eco-
nomic sacrifices when he answered the call 
of the political stage, and failure at any 
point would have squandered his sacrifice. In 
practice, his affability and humanism brack-
eted a huge intellect and driving determina-
tion to accomplish the right objectives the 
right ways. In political life, Jim Edwards 
didn’t always win, but folks who disagreed 
with him often walked away wondering why. 

In the late sixties, he carved time from his 
busy Charleston practice for leadership roles 
in the resurging South Carolina Republican 
Party. He was elected to the state Senate, 
then in a quirky stream of political drama in 
1974, he became South Carolina’s first Repub-
lican governor since Reconstruction. In 1981, 
he became U.S. Secretary of Energy and did 
some heavy lifting—and took some political 
body blows from The Washington Post—di-
recting President Reagan’s ill-fated idea to 
eliminate the Department of Energy. In 1982, 
he returned to Charleston and began a 17- 
year tenure as president of the Medical Uni-
versity of South Carolina. 

An important chapter in the Edwards book 
would be his answer to the question, what 
motivates a highly successful surgeon ap-
proaching middle age and with a growing 
family toward the political arena? Political 
scientists would be interested and future 
generations would find his motivations rel-
evant and inspirational. 

Think about just a few of the possible 
chapter topics in the Edwards political ca-
reer. 

An oral surgeon and raw rookie state sen-
ator, he defeated Gen. William Westmore-
land in 1974 for the Republican gubernatorial 
nomination. The drama was only beginning. 
State Democrats figured Edwards was simply 
the next token general election candidate. 
Only 35,000 South Carolinians had voted in 

the 1974 GOP primary; 341,000 cast ballots in 
the Democratic primary runoff that nomi-
nated Charles ‘‘Pug’’ Ravenel. 

After residency challenges eliminated 
Ravenel, Dr. Edwards polled 266,100 votes and 
defeated Rep. William Jennings Bryan Dorn 
by three percentage points. In a swirl of po-
litical theater, Dr. Edwards suddenly became 
Gov. Edwards. Would Jim Edwards have de-
feated Ravenel? It’s hard to say, but Dr. Ed-
wards polled 79,000 more votes in the general 
election than Ravenel did when he defeated 
Dorn in the Democratic runoff. 

As governor, Edwards and the small hand-
ful of Republicans serving in the General As-
sembly got along well with the Democrats 
who controlled the legislative process. 
Maybe they had no choice, but there was a 
nurtured mutual respect and civility even 
when their many disagreements were aired. 
In contrast, these days, it seems, Repub-
licans who control just about every part of 
state government often have trouble getting 
along with themselves. 

In 1975, Gov. Edwards vetoed appropria-
tions for 1,600 new state jobs. Many agencies 
through their heads and their boards lobbied 
strongly. The veto was overridden. The nice- 
man governor struck back and with the sup-
port of Democratic Sens. Marion Gressette 
and Rembert Dennis, and the Budget and 
Control Board, Edwards pushed legislation 
that would prohibit state employees to lobby 
the legislature. 

Edwards’ marketing performance as gov-
ernor has been grossly under-appreciated. 
There were many successes, including at-
tracting the Bosch and Michelin operations 
to South Carolina. Many believe these two 
industrial giants provided the threshold for 
the BMW plant in Greer. 

In 1980, Edwards supported Texan John 
Connelly for president, then ended up in 
President Reagan’s Cabinet. It seems like 
the citizen politician had turned master poli-
tician. How did that happen? And was 
Reagan serious about abolishing the Energy 
Department, and was Budget Director David 
Stockman really as officious and bull-headed 
as many working in Washington back then 
thought? 

At MUSC from 1982–1999, Edwards presided 
over dramatic growth. The school’s budget 
increased from $148.3 million to $845.6 mil-
lion. Dr. Edwards emphasized the school’s 
enterprise operations and the state subsidy 
dropped from 45 percent in 1982 to 15 percent 
in 1999. The school’s image soared and grant 
support increased nine-fold. The MUSC 
Health Services Foundation assets grew from 
$6.8 million to $152 million. That’s impres-
sive management in the dynamic universe of 
health care. 

These days Jim Edwards promotes Mitt 
Romney’s presidential campaign and tends 
to a variety of civic activities. Occasionally, 
he works from a MUSC office area shared 
with former Sen. Fritz Hollings. Imagine the 
fly-on-the-wall entertainment when the gov-
ernor and senator share their experiences. 

All that and more would make an excellent 
book, Governor, and maybe even a good 
movie. Too bad John Wayne is not available 
as leading man. But you should be sure to in-
clude a mini-chapter about the night you 
and Mrs. Edwards dined with the Duke. Re-
member? He didn’t eat his asparagus. 
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