United States
of America

Congressional Recora

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 110 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol. 153

WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20, 2007

No. 100

House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SIRES).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
June 20, 2007.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ALBIO
SIRES to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

As a people, we protect our privacy
and prize our secrets. Perhaps this is
why, O Lord, we have difficulty in ac-
cepting You as infinite self-disclosure.

Out of love for us, You continue to
reveal Yourself in Your creation, by
speaking Your word and breathing
forth Your spirit upon us and the work
of Congress.

Today, again, Lord, speak Your word
and Your servants will try to listen
more attentively. In the midst of the
many problems and concerns before
Congress, Your servants can seem at
times distracted or even dissipated. Let
faith open their minds and hearts.

Send forth Your spirit to free these
leaders in government, touch indi-
vidual consciences, and help them col-
laborate with one another to address
the priorities of Your people as a fo-
cused agenda.

By Your revelation to them and in
them may Your servants accomplish
mighty deeds in Your holy name.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. POE led the Pledge of Allegiance
as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 one-
minute speeches on each side.

———

STAND BY OUR VALUES, IDEALS,
AND PRINCIPLES

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, in a recent international survey, we
find that nations around the world
think China could be better trusted to
lead this world than the United States.
It’s a devastating conclusion. It would
not have been the case even 6 years
ago.

It’s not that people around the world
don’t acknowledge our military power,
but it is our arrogance and the fact
that we don’t live up to our principles
and ideals that this survey reflects.

If we are going to win this so-called
global war on terrorism, it is not going
to be through a military victory. It is
going to be because we stand by the
values and ideals and principles that
define us as a nation and as a people.

One of the things that every day un-
dermines those defining principles is
keeping the Guantanamo detention fa-
cility open, keeping hundreds of people
detained without charging them, with-
out enabling them to know what they
are charged with and thus being able to
defend themselves. It’s the antithesis
of what this country stands for. That
detention facility needs to be shut
down. And we need to regain our right-
ful position as the leader of the free
world.

———

THE NINE FIREFIGHTERS OF
CHARLESTON

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, firefighters
are a special brand of people. When
others are fleeing burning buildings,
firefighters suit up and charge head
first into the searing infernos and
blackening smoke, not stopping until
that beast is tamed. They go where
others fear to tread.

In Charleston, South Carolina, on
Monday night, firefighters were called
to a blaze at a local furniture store. As
they were trained to do, they entered
the engulfed building. Moments later,
without warning, the roof of the fur-
niture store collapsed, trapping and
killing nine firefighters.

Last night, at 7:00 p.m., 24 hours after
the tragedy, at 30,000-plus fire stations
across the plains of America, fire-
fighters stood in reverent silence for
their brothers. This devastation in
Charleston is the single greatest sac-
rifice of American firefighters since 343
of them were killed on September 11.

This Nation’s firefighters are ordi-
nary citizens armed with extraordinary
bravery and dedication to the public.
When danger occurs, most run from the
danger, but America’s firefighters are
not like most. They run to the danger.

And that’s just the way it is.
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DEMOCRATS INVESTING IN RIGHT
PRIORITIES

(Mr. WELCH of Vermont asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak-
er, to govern is to choose. For the past
6 years, the choices made by the Re-
publican leadership in this Congress
have been wrong for America: tax cuts
for the very wealthy, budget cuts for
everyone else in health care, in edu-
cation and the environment. It has led
to the largest deficit in the history of
this country.

The new Congress is making a dif-
ferent choice, promising to invest in
America’s priorities, first by bringing
back fiscal responsibility and then
making government work for average
working families. Last week this House
passed a Homeland Security bill. It im-
proves aviation and port security, re-
stores cuts to first responders across
the Nation.

This week we passed an Energy and
Water appropriations bill that finally
provides a significant investment in
studying the effects of global warming,
something that’s been ignored for far
too long.

This new Congress is moving this
country in a new direction and has
made a new choice.

COMMENDING THE WORK OF
HOUSE CONSERVATIVES

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, last week the House engaged
in an important debate regarding the
transparency and accountability of
Member project requests. As Democrat
leaders sought to earmark taxpayer
dollars in the dark of night, and away
from public scrutiny, House Repub-
licans took them to task, demanding
the reforms we past last year be
upheld.

I am grateful for the work of my col-
leagues on the Republican Study Com-
mittee who are committed to returning
our party to its roots of fiscal dis-
cipline. Budget Committee ranking
member PAUL RYAN has worked tire-
lessly in his fight against the Demo-
crat budget, which amounts to the
largest tax increase in American his-
tory.

RSC chairman JeEB HENSARLING and
his staff are working night and day lit-
erally to promote conservative philos-
ophy. | am especially thankful for the
work of communications director Brad
Dayspring, who works some of the
longest hours on Capitol Hill to accom-
plish this goal.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
and we will never forget September
11th.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

FUNDING FOR VETERANS HEALTH

CARE, DEMOCRATS PROVIDE
LARGEST FUNDING INCREASE
EVER

(Mr. GRIJALVA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, many
of our soldiers returning from service
in Irag and Afghanistan suffer from a
loss of limb or other serious wounds.
Our VA and military hospitals have
state-of-the-art facilities to treat these
wounds and to help our soldiers make a
recovery that they need and deserve.

But the same is not true for those
soldiers who return from combat suf-
fering from post-traumatic stress syn-
drome. A Washington Post series
chronicled the struggles faced by many
of our soldiers seeking psychological
assistance and support from our med-
ical facilities and from the VA. The
Post writers concluded that Walter
Reed lacks sufficient psychiatrists and
clinicians to properly treat the grow-
ing numbers of soldiers returning with
combat stress.

I am proud to say help is on the way.
The historic VA funding which passed
the House last week provides 600 mil-
lion more than the President requested
to treat PTSD and finally, finally,
begin to address a disturbing problem.
Let us not repeat the mistake we have
made with our Vietnam veterans and
begin to help our veterans now.

———

WORLD REFUGEE DAY

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, today is
World Refugee Day, and | rise to draw
the attention of this body to the plight
of millions of refugees and internally
displaced people around the world.

As a beacon of hope and freedom, the
United States has historically been a
leader in raising awareness and pro-
viding assistance to the world’s refu-
gees, and the need is certainly great.

Thousands, for instance, of Iraqis
have been forced to flee their homeland
and face a daily existence that denies
them even the most basic protections.
The military dictatorship in Burma
has inflicted such horrific violence on
the Burmese people that hundreds of
thousands of people have been forced to
flee just to save their own lives. These
are just two examples. The list goes on.

There are over 8 million refugees,
nearly 24 million IDPs, internally dis-
placed people, worldwide. Combined,
that’s nearly equal to the population of
California.

On this World Refugee Day, let us re-
member the plight of these people. Try
to find ways that we can help and sup-
port them.
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ST. JUDE CHILDREN’'S RESEARCH
HOSPITAL AND STEM CELL RE-
SEARCH

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, Saturday
night Memphis, Tennessee, will cele-
brate the 50th anniversary of ALSAC,
which is the fund-raising arm of St.
Jude Hospital, an institution of which
I am extremely proud.

St. Jude has used science to bring
cures to cancer and to fight cancer for
children. It is a leading institution in
our country. President Bush has a stem
cell bill before him that this House and
the Senate have passed. It needs his
signature to become law.

| plead to the President to allow that
bill to become law, as Nancy Reagan
has pleaded to the President when she
saw her husband suffering from Alz-
heimer’s; as Christopher Reeve pleaded
when he had spinal cord injuries and
some hope for his future, but didn’t see
it and died; as people with Parkinson’s,
multiple sclerosis and cancer hope.

Today | speak to you as a victim of
polio. I wish we had stem cell research
50 years ago so we could regrow the
muscle in my leg, and | would be
whole, and | could play on the baseball
team that the Congress has going to
play next month. But | can’t do it.

We didn’t have that research. We
didn’t have stem cells. We have it
today. We need to invest it for the peo-
ple of the 20th century and to cure ill-
ness. Please, Mr. President, sign the
bill.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair.

———

DEMOCRATS ARE TAXING AND
SPENDING

(Mr. AKIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. AKIN. Mr. Speaker, congres-
sional Democrats are looking to fund
$190 billion in spending projects. How-
ever, they don’t have $190 billion. So
the Democrats seem to be disguising
the truth from the American people by
playing hide and seek. They are hiding
$190 billion by claiming it’s in a reserve
fund. But there isn’t any reserve fund.

So where will $190 billion come from?
Well, the Democrats have voted to ter-
minate the Republican tax cuts of 2001
through 2003. The money will come
from the American taxpayers.

As much as | strongly disagree with
tax increases, the least the Democrats
can do is to level with the American
people.

Rather than playing hide and seek,
the Democrats should have the polit-
ical courage to admit that they are
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taxing and spending. The American
people deserve to know the truth. After
all, it’s their money.

—————

FUNDING FOR HEALTH CARE OF
AMERICAN SOLDIERS

(Mr. MAHONEY of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MAHONEY of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, it’s an unfortunate fact of
war young American soldiers are not
only losing their lives on the battle-
field, but many soldiers who survive
traumatic combat injuries are return-
ing home with equally serious psycho-
logical wounds. Unfortunately, the
Veterans Administration has not been
given, by this administration, the per-
sonnel and the funding necessary to ad-
dress the problem.

A recent series of Washington Post
articles followed the stories of several
soldiers returning home from service in
Irag who suffer from post-traumatic
stress disorder. The articles paint a
harrowing picture of the challenges
that face these veterans, suicidal pa-
tients left in waiting rooms, psy-
chiatric wards with terrible odors and
a disconcerting lack of therapy and
treatment.

Mr. Speaker, last week this House
took action to help our military per-
sonnel who are suffering from post-
traumatic stress syndrome. We passed
the largest increase for funding for vet-
erans health care in the VA’s history.
This includes treatment for PTSD.

It is clear that these funds are des-
perately needed to provide better care
for our men and women returning from
serving our Nation.

—
0 1015

AMERICA IS AT AN ENERGY
CROSSROAD

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, we
in America are at an energy crossroad.
Now, one road will lead to price con-
trols and a potential energy crisis that
would remind us of the 1970s. The other
would lead to cutting-edge technology
that will provide affordable, reliable
energy for decades to come.

Yet, the liberal leadership in this
House has chosen to revert to the 1970s
and repeat that history. Today, the En-
ergy appropriations bill under consid-
eration will underfund nuclear produc-
tion by $20 million in one account, hy-
droelectric power by $20 million in an-
other account, and other forms of
American productivity by hundreds of
millions of dollars.

And where does the money go? Well,
it goes to fund research for climate
change in another bow to the religion
of global warming.

And in coordination with other
House and some Senate legislation, we
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find out that some of these proposals
could end up raising the price of a gal-
lon of gas over the next couple of dec-
ades to $6 a gallon.

We need to focus on energy independ-
ence today. It is what the American
people want.

———

SOME THINGS ARE MORE
IMPORTANT THAN POLITICS

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, some
things are more important than poli-
tics. Lifesaving research that has the
potential to cure diseases and end suf-
fering for millions of Americans ought
to be one of them.

But for President Bush, certain
things aren’t above politics. The Presi-
dent formed his opinion on stem cell
research and now he has America
ensnarled in his political straitjacket.

The American people see stem cell
research as a cure to illnesses that
plague their family and family mem-
bers.

So today, as the President vetoes leg-
islation that is backed by 72 percent of
the American people, he will attempt
to fool the American public and soothe
his conscience with a symbolic gesture
that is empty of medical value.

The American people will not be
fooled. They know that the President
has failed to lead and, instead, made a
decision that is a crushing blow to mil-
lions of Americans suffering from dis-
eases like Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s and
ALS.

Sixty years ago, when America was
plagued with polio, this Nation and its
political leaders rose to the challenge
and took on the medical challenge of
their time. Thank goodness we are not
facing that challenge now, and we had
leaders then who put medical science
ahead of political stance.

—

CATHEDRAL HIGH SCHOOL WINS
CLASS 2A BASEBALL TOUR-
NAMENT

(Mrs. BACHMANN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today for a happy occasion to con-
gratulate the St. Cloud Cathedral High
School Crusaders for winning the Class
2A High School Baseball Tournament
Championship in Minnesota.

This was a thrill, Mr. Speaker, when
the Crusaders came from behind in the
final inning, in a most dramatic 7-6
victory over the great students from
Glencoe-Silver Lake. It doesn’t get
much better than this in Minnesota,
Mr. Speaker.

The championship is a long tradition
of success for the Cathedral students.
And over the course of 13 State appear-
ances, the Crusaders have come a way
with six State titles.

This continued success of the pro-
gram for the Cathedral Crusaders is no
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doubt due to the steady leadership of
the head coach, Mr. Bob Karn who, in
his 37 seasons of coaching the Cru-
saders, brought his team once more to
a great victory.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that this body
would join me in congratulating Coach
Karn and the Cathedral Crusaders on
their Class 2A State Baseball Cham-
pionship.

————
DEMOCRATS CONTINUE TO WORK
TO BRING REAL ACCOUNT-

ABILITY TO WASHINGTON

(Mr. HODES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, when
Democrats took control of Congress
earlier this year, we vowed to restore
accountability here in Washington. Un-
fortunately, President Bush is stub-
bornly resistant to any changes in the
status quo.

Case in point: Earlier this year we
passed the Accountability in Con-
tracting Act which cleans up govern-
ment contracting abuses and no-bid
contracts that companies like Halli-
burton and KBR have made infamous.
The bill overwhelmingly passed here in
the House, and yet the Bush adminis-
tration says it currently opposes the
bill.

We’ve all heard about the $100 mil-
lion compensation packages that ex-
ecutives walk away with at the same
time their company is laying off their
employees. So we in Congress passed a
corporate accountability bill that en-
hances the accountability of corporate
management shareholders by allowing
a nonbinding vote by shareholders on
executive compensation plans. But the
administration opposes this legislation
in its current form.

Mr. Speaker, despite opposition from
the President and his party, Democrats
will continue to serve as a catalyst for
change to care about ordinary, hard-
working Americans and bring real ac-
countability here in Washington.

———

START ADDRESSING THE PRIOR-
ITIES OF THE AMERICAN PEO-
PLE

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, during the
first months of this new Congress,
Democrats have passed resolutions
congratulating sports teams and re-
naming post offices, along with the
largest tax increase in American his-
tory. But they’ve done nothing to
lower the tax burden on hardworking
American families, enact legislation to
address skyrocketing gasoline prices,
or enact legislation to secure our bor-
ders.

I know what my district needs. Fami-
lies in my district want a lower tax
bill. They want us to spend their tax
dollars sparingly and wisely. My con-
stituents want to pay less for gas at
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the pump. They want to know our bor-
ders are secure, and that our ports and
airports are safe from terrorists.

It’s time for this Congress to start
addressing the priorities of the Amer-
ican public. It’s time we stopped pass-
ing resolutions congratulating sports
teams and started enacting legislation
into law.

I urge my Democrat colleagues not
to continue to languish as a do-nothing
Congress, but to let us start enacting
some of the legislative priorities of our
constituents into law.

———

A CHANGE IN DIRECTION IS
NEEDED IN IRAQ

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, this
weekend, General David Petraeus ac-
knowledged that we will not see any
significant improvements in the situa-
tion on the ground in lIraq by Sep-
tember.

When President Bush first proposed
the troop escalation plan at the begin-
ning of this year, he said we should
know if it’s actually working by the
beginning of the summer. A couple of
months later, when the troops were ac-
tually on the ground, the President re-
vised that time frame, saying that we
should have a good grasp if the plan is
working by September.

Now we have confirmation from the
President’s top general on the ground
that positive signs in lraq will con-
tinue to be elusive.

The question now is, will the admin-
istration do as it has in the past and
change the deadline?

Moving deadlines are simply no
longer acceptable. President Bush has
been promising for months that we
would see significant changes come
September, and since that is no longer
possible, a significant change in direc-
tion is needed in Iraq.

It is time for the President and the
congressional Republicans to realize
that Petraeus is now admitting that no
improvements will be seen by Sep-
tember.

————

ADDRESSING VETERANS’
INVISIBLE WOUNDS

(Mr. KENNEDY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, our
troops are returning from all over the
world having suffered from many
wounds, but many of the wounds that
they’re suffering from are not visible
to the naked eye. Those wounds are
psychological wounds. And tragically,
our veterans system is not equipped, as
we’ve seen this last week from a series
by the Washington Post, to address
many of those concerns.

Our Nation needs to be better pre-
pared to address the psychological and
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emotional wounds that our veterans
are facing. And tragically, this country
has not come to grips with the mental
health crisis that even our own citizens
face.

This Congress needs to address this
problem. It needs to address it within
the Veterans Administration, and it
needs to address it for this country by
passing mental health parity and by
making sure that we address PTSD for
our veterans, making sure we have
oversight of the VA, and making sure
that they address the needs of our vet-

erans, both visible and invisible
wounds of our Nation’s veterans.
———

BUSH ADMINISTRATION BLOCKING
DEMOCRATIC ATTEMPTS TO
MOVE AMERICA IN A NEW DlI-
RECTION

(Mr. ARCURI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ARCURI. Mr. Speaker, over the
last 6 months the new Democratic Con-
gress has passed over 37 major pieces of
legislation, many of them with bipar-
tisan support, which have helped mil-
lions of Americans. Unfortunately,
President Bush seems content with the
status quo, opposing two-thirds of our
forward-agenda.

Today, the President will again veto
legislation providing for a serious Fed-
eral investment in lifesaving stem cell
research, supported by 70 percent of the
American people. Further stem cell re-
search would give new hope to millions
of American families across the coun-
try suffering from life threatening and
debilitating diseases like lupus, juve-
nile diabetes and Parkinson’s.

Earlier this year, we approved a de-
fense authorization bill that includes a
3.5 percent pay raise for military per-
sonnel. The President’s response was a
veto threat. He believed a 3.5 percent
raise was too much.

Mr. Speaker, there is never too much
gratitude and respect we can show for
our troops. We don’t show gratitude
with lip service, we show it by action.

Mr. Speaker, | was elected in Novem-
ber to move this country in a new di-
rection, and my fellow Democrats are
serious about real change. And | re-
spectfully ask the President to join us.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later today.

——
EMMETT TILL UNSOLVED CIVIL
RIGHTS CRIME ACT OF 2007

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
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the bill (H.R. 923) to establish an Un-
solved Crimes Section in the Civil
Rights Division of the Department of
Justice, and an Unsolved Civil Rights
Crime Investigative Office in the Civil
Rights Unit of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, and for other purposes,
as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 923

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Emmett Till Un-
solved Civil Rights Crime Act of 2007"".

SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that all authorities
with jurisdiction, including the Federal Bureau
of Investigation and other entities within the
Department of Justice, should—

(1) expeditiously investigate unsolved civil
rights murders, due to the amount of time that
has passed since the murders and the age of po-
tential witnesses; and

(2) provide all the resources necessary to en-
sure timely and thorough investigations in the
cases involved.

SEC. 3. DEPUTY CHIEF OF THE CRIMINAL SEC-
TION OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS DIVI-
SION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General shall
designate a Deputy Chief in the Criminal Sec-
tion of the Civil Rights Division of the Depart-
ment of Justice.

(b) RESPONSIBILITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Deputy Chief shall be
responsible for coordinating the investigation
and prosecution of violations of criminal civil
rights statutes that occurred not later than De-
cember 31, 1969, and resulted in a death.

(2) COORDINATION.—IN investigating a com-
plaint under paragraph (1), the Deputy Chief
may coordinate investigative activities with
State and local law enforcement officials.

(c) STUDY AND REPORT.—

(1) STuDY.—The Attorney General shall annu-
ally conduct a study of the cases under the ju-
risdiction of the Deputy Chief or under the ju-
risdiction of the Supervisory Special Agent and,
in conducting the study, shall determine—

(A) the number of open investigations within
the Department for violations of criminal civil
rights statutes that occurred not later than De-
cember 31, 1969;

(B) the number of new cases opened pursuant
to this Act since the previous year’s study;

(C) the number of unsealed Federal cases
charged within the study period, including the
case names, the jurisdiction in which the
charges were brought, and the date the charges
were filed;

(D) the number of cases referred by the De-
partment to a State or local law enforcement
agency or prosecutor within the study period,
the number of such cases that resulted in State
charges being filed, the jurisdiction in which
such charges were filed, the date the charges
were filed, and if a jurisdiction declines to pros-
ecute or participate in an investigation of a case
so referred, the fact it did so;

(E) the number of cases within the study pe-
riod that were closed without Federal prosecu-
tion, the case names of unsealed Federal cases,
the dates the cases were closed, and the relevant
federal statutes;

(F) the number of attorneys who worked, in
whole or in part, on any case described in sub-
section (b)(1); and

(G) the applications submitted for grants
under section 5, the award of such grants, and
the purposes for which the grant amount were
expended.

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 6 months after
the date of enactment of this Act, and each year
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thereafter, the Attorney General shall prepare

and submit to Congress a report containing the

results of the study conducted under paragraph

®.

SEC. 4. SUPERVISORY SPECIAL AGENT IN THE
CIVIL RIGHTS UNIT OF THE FED-
ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General shall
designate a Supervisory Special Agent in the
Civil Rights Unit of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation of the Department of Justice.

(b) RESPONSIBILITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Supervisory Special
Agent shall be responsible for investigating vio-
lations of criminal civil rights statutes that oc-
curred not later than December 31, 1969, and re-
sulted in a death.

(2) COORDINATION.—IN investigating a com-
plaint under paragraph (1), the Supervisory
Special Agent may coordinate the investigative
activities with State and local law enforcement
officials.

SEC. 5. GRANTS TO STATE AND LOCAL LAW EN-
FORCEMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General may
award grants to State or local law enforcement
agencies for expenses associated with the inves-
tigation and prosecution by them of criminal of-
fenses, involving civil rights, that occurred not
later than December 31, 1969, and resulted in a
death.

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated
$2,000,000 for each of the fiscal years 2008
through 2017 to carry out this section.

SEC. 6. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to be
appropriated, in addition to any other amounts
otherwise authorized to be appropriated for this
purpose, to the Attorney General $10,000,000 for
each of the fiscal years 2008 through 2017 for the
purpose of investigating and prosecuting viola-
tions of criminal civil rights statutes that oc-
curred not later than December 31, 1969, and re-
sulted in a death. These funds shall be allocated
by the Attorney General to the Deputy Chief of
the Criminal Section of the Civil Rights Division
and the Supervisory Special Agent of the Civil
Rights Unit of the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion in order to advance the purposes set forth
in this Act.

(b) COMMUNITY RELATIONS SERVICE OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.—In addition to any
amounts authorized to be appropriated under
title X1 of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C.
2000h et seq.), there are authorized to be appro-
priated to the Community Relations Service of
the Department of Justice $1,500,000 for fiscal
year 2008 and each subsequent fiscal year, to
enable the Service (in carrying out the functions
described in title X of such Act (42 U.S.C. 2000g
et seq.)) to provide technical assistance by
bringing together law enforcement agencies and
communities in the investigation of violations of
criminal civil rights statutes, in cases described
in section 4(b).

SEC. 7. DEFINITION OF “CRIMINAL CIVIL RIGHTS
STATUTES".

In this Act, the term “‘criminal civil rights
statutes’ means—

(1) section 241 of title 18, United States Code
(relating to conspiracy against rights);

(2) section 242 of title 18, United States Code
(relating to deprivation of rights under color of
law);

(3) section 245 of title 18, United States Code
(relating to federally protected activities);

(4) sections 1581 and 1584 of title 18, United
States Code (relating to involuntary servitude
and peonage);

(5) section 901 of the Fair Housing Act (42
U.S.C. 3631); and

(6) any other Federal law that—

(A) was in effect on or before December 31,
1969; and

(B) the Criminal Section of the Civil Rights
Division of the Department of Justice enforced,
before the date of enactment of this Act.
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SEC. 8. SUNSET.
Sections 2 through 6 of this Act shall cease to
have effect at the end of fiscal year 2017.
SEC. 9. AUTHORITY OF INSPECTORS GENERAL.
Title XXXVII of the Crime Control Act of 1990
(42 U.S.C. 5779 et seq.) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“SEC. 3703. AUTHORITY OF
ERAL.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—AnN Inspector General ap-
pointed under section 3 or 8G of the Inspector
General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.) may author-
ize staff to assist the National Center for Miss-
ing and Exploited Children—

““(1) by conducting reviews of inactive case
files to develop recommendations for further in-
vestigations; and

““(2) by engaging in similar activities.

*(b) LIMITATIONS.—

“(1) PRIORITY.—AnN Inspector General may
not permit staff to engage in activities described
in subsection (a) if such activities will interfere
with the duties of the Inspector General under
the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C.
App.).

““(2) FUNDING.—No additional funds are au-
thorized to be appropriated to carry out this sec-
tion.”".

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. ScoTT) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. SMITH) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
| yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
CONYERS).

Mr. CONYERS. | thank my chairman
of the Subcommittee on Crime.

Mr. Speaker, today is a very impor-
tant day. What we’re doing is recalling
a difficult period in American history
to understand the combined climate at
that time that coexisted with fear and
violence during the civil rights era.
And so we have the Emmett Till Un-
solved Civil Rights Crime Act.

The first thing | want to do is try to
recapture, for the moment, all those
who were not in the Judiciary Com-
mittee the day of the testimony, be-
cause it moved both Republicans and
Democrats and visitors when we had
Myrlie Evers, the widow of Medgar
Evers, who was himself a victim of the
violence that marked the civil rights
era, talking to us about Emmett Till
and how this youngster’s life was
taken.

And it was one of those moments in
judiciary history that we were all elec-
trified by the ability of our witnesses
to recapture this moment in our his-
tory.

INSPECTORS GEN-
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It was a remarkable hearing. I com-
mend the gentleman from Virginia
(Mr. ScoTT) and others, including the
ranking member of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, LAMAR SMITH, and also | lift up
the name of STEVE KING of lowa. Ev-
erybody was moved by this determina-
tion that at this point in American his-
tory we are now moving forward at a
pace that may not always be recog-
nized, faster than we think. And the
reason | say that is that we are now
going back into history to make the
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corrections that law enforcement could
have and should have made at that ear-
lier time. So it is to me a very powerful
determination of the Committee on the
Judiciary to bring H.R. 923 to the floor
for the expedited action that is re-
quired this morning.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong support
of H.R. 923, the Emmett Till Unsolved
Civil Rights Crime Act of 2007. | am a
cosponsor of H.R. 923, which has broad
bipartisan support.

At the full committee markup of this
legislation last week, members from
both sides of the aisle, as Chairman
CONYERS just mentioned, and from all
backgrounds and experiences joined to-
gether to ensure the swift prosecution
of civil rights-era crimes, which were
oftentimes ignored.

It is appropriate that the House con-
sider this legislation today, Mr. Speak-
er. Last week marked the 44th anniver-
sary of the murder of civil rights leader
Medgar Evers. Before his death,
Medgar Evers was a primary, although
unofficial, investigator of the Emmett
Till murder. The committee was privi-
leged to hear from his widow, Mrs.
Myrlie Evers William. She movingly
testified that the conviction of
Medgar’s Killer in 1994, 31 years after
his murder, gave a sense of hope to
those who experienced this bleak time
in our Nation’s history.

Last week also marked an enormous
victory in the fight to bring justice to
unsolved civil rights-era murders. A
Mississippi  jury convicted former
Klansman James Ford Seale for his
role in the 1964 kidnapping and murder
of 19-year-olds Charlie Eddie Moore and
Henry Hezekiah Dee.

Unfortunately, time is running out
for other unsolved civil rights-era mur-
ders. To date, the FBI has identified
nearly 100 outstanding cases that still
need to be solved. Many of these crimes
are 30 to 40 years old. Evidence has
been lost or destroyed, witnesses and
defendants have died, and memories
have dimmed. We must act swiftly to
help bring long overdue justice to the
victims, their families, and the com-
munities that these brutal crimes af-
fected.

H.R. 923 directs the Attorney General
to designate a deputy chief within the
Civil Rights Division of the Depart-
ment of Justice to coordinate the in-
vestigation and prosecution of un-
solved civil rights-era murders. The
bill also directs the Attorney General
to designate a supervisory special
agent within the Civil Rights Unit of
the FBI to further investigate these
outstanding cases.

Finally, the bill provides much-need-
ed resources to the Department of Jus-
tice, the FBI, and State and local law

enforcement officials to prosecute
these same cases.
Mr. Speaker, | want to especially

thank Chairman CONYERS and Rep-
resentatives NADLER, FRANKS, ScCOTT,
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and FORBES, members of the Judiciary
Committee, for their commitment to
this legislation.

I hope my colleagues will support
this much-needed bill.

Mr. Speaker, | yield the balance of
my time to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. FORBES), the ranking mem-
ber of the Crime Subcommittee, and |
ask unanimous consent that he be al-
lowed to control that time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield the balance of my time to the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. CoON-
YERS), and | ask unanimous consent
that he be allowed to control that time
on this side.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
ScoTT), and | yield him such time as he
may consume.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
923, the Emmett Till Unsolved Civil
Rights Crime Act of 2007. This impor-
tant bill enjoys wide bipartisan and bi-
cameral support. The bill will assist
Federal, State, and local governments
with the important task of solving un-
solved civil rights-era crimes.

Mr. Speaker, at the recent joint hear-
ing held by the Subcommittee on
Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Secu-
rity and the Subcommittee on Con-
stitution, Civil Rights, and Civil Lib-
erties, we heard from six excellent wit-
nesses. The most moving of these were
Mrs. Myrlie Evers Williams and Mrs.
Rita Schwerner Bender, both of whose
husbands the Ku Klux Klan assas-
sinated because of the import civil
rights work they were doing. The Klan
assassinated Medgar Evers on June 12,
1963, and Michael Schwerner on June
21, 1964. The gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. LEwIS) has asked us to take up
this act now because it coincides with
the anniversary of these two important
events. In both cases it took govern-
ment authorities decades before the
killers were convicted of these brutal
murders.

Unfortunately, these cases were not
isolated incidents. There are dozens of
cases, probably hundreds, like these,
some of which have never been ac-
knowledged, investigated, or pros-
ecuted. Indeed, we don’t even know
how many people were murdered dur-
ing the 1950s and 1960s, because retalia-
tion was so common that many fami-
lies did not dare report that their loved
ones had been murdered. The FBI has
identified more than 100 cold cases that
should be investigated and, when pos-
sible, charges should be brought
against the accused killers.

| support H.R. 923 because it will hold
the Department of Justice and the FBI
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accountable for following through on
these investigations and prosecutions.
The act requires the Attorney General
to appoint a specific high-ranking em-
ployee in each agency to be account-
able for this work. The act also re-
quires the Department of Justice to re-
port to Congress annually on the
progress it has made towards solving
these cases, and the first such report is
due 6 months after the bill becomes
law.

Lastly, the bill authorizes funds to
the Department of Justice, the FBI,
and when appropriate, State and local
enforcement agencies, to investigate
and prosecute these cases.

The FBI has already made a start in
investigating these cases when it
kicked off the Cold Cases Campaign in
February of 2006 and expanded on this
campaign in February 2007 when it so-
licited assistance from major civil
rights organizations. However, there is
still much more work that needs to be
done, and Federal resources are nec-
essary to do it. H.R. 923 will provide
these necessary resources.

I urge my colleagues to support this
important bill.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, | yield 5
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. HULSHOF).

(Mr. HULSHOF asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HULSHOF. Mr. Speaker, | thank
my friend for yielding me the time this
morning.

Mr. Speaker, in 1963, while confined
in the Birmingham city jail, Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. wrote a letter to
eight Alabama clergymen regarding his
recent demonstrations. In that letter,
Dr. King eloquently wrote: ‘“‘Injustice
anywhere is a threat to justice every-
where.”” Dr. King’s words ring true
today in this debate on H.R. 923, the
Emmett Till Unsolved Civil Rights
Crime Act. We can no longer stand by
and allow those civil rights cold cases
to collect dust on our shelves. As a Na-
tion, we owe it to the victims and their
families and the country generally to
provide them with long overdue jus-
tice.

Before | begin, | see waiting in the
wings my good friend and colleague,
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
LEwIs). His diligence and perseverance
on this legislation has been instru-
mental in getting us here today.

Mr. Chairman, thank you for consid-
ering this bill.

It is truly an honor to stand in
league with my friend from Georgia as
we began this bill, actually, this trek
in the last session of Congress, and cer-
tainly he is a giant in the civil rights
legislation and it is a privilege for me,
Mr. LEwIS, to stand with you on this
bill.

I also want to thank Alvin Sykes,
who is the president of the Emmett
Till Justice Campaign, and also former
Senator Jim Talent from Missouri. Had
it not been for them, | don’t think we
would be standing here today. Mr.
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Sykes was inspirational in opening the
Emmett Till case, for whom this legis-
lation is named. He came to Senator
Talent two years ago with the idea
that ultimately spawned this legisla-
tion.

I think in the short time of this cal-
endar year, a couple of months ago we
commemorated as a Nation the 150-
year anniversary of the Dred Scott de-
cision. As the gentleman from Michi-
gan eloquently stated a moment ago,
there have been chapters in our coun-
try’s history that are not proud chap-
ters, and yet we cannot turn past those
chapters in the book of history, but in-
stead must focus and right wrongs.

For those of you who don’t know the
story of Emmett Till, Emmett was a
l4-year-old African American boy from
Chicago who spent his summer vaca-
tion with relatives in Mississippi. One
afternoon, young Emmett spotted a
Caucasian woman and allegedly whis-
tled. For this indiscretion he was kid-
napped from his house, brutally beaten,
and thrown into a river with weights
around his neck. And although
Emmett’s murderers were quickly ar-
rested and placed on trial, the jury ac-
quitted them and they walked out of
the courtroom as free men. What
makes this story even more tragic is
that about a year later, one of the mur-
derers confessed to his guilty conduct,
without remorse no less, in an inter-
view in Look magazine.

As an original cosponsor of this bill,
| rise today to express my strong sup-
port for this legislation as | hope it
will help bring closure to countless
families who continue to suffer from
injustices perpetrated so long ago. As
has been noted, this legislation will es-
tablish an Unsolved Civil Rights Crime
Investigative Office within the FBI to
investigate these pre-1970 cases in con-
junction with, that is, in conjunction
with, State and local authorities. H.R.
923 will also create an Unsolved Crime
Section to prosecute these cold cases.

In my previous life as a prosecutor, |
tried some three dozen or so murder
cases. And with any trial, particularly
murder trials, time is of the essence.
And that is especially true with cold
cases that this legislation addresses.
Over the past nearly 20 years, we have
had 29 unsolved civil rights murder
cases that have been reopened, reexam-
ined. Thankfully, 22 convictions have
resulted. We have seen justice brought
to the families of Henry Dee and Char-
lie Moore, who were only 19 when they
were murdered. What were their infrac-
tions that caused this horrific end to
their lives? Henry and Charlie were be-
lieved to have knowledge about African
Americans importing firearms into the
country. And for this James Ford Seale
and a group of fellow Klansmen kid-
napped Henry and Charlie, took them
into the woods, brutally beat them,
and drove them into Parker’s Landing
in Mississippi. Henry was tied to an en-
gine block and thrown into the Mis-
sissippi River, still alive. Charlie had
to sit there and watch his friend drown,
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knowing that his fate would be no dif-
ferent. Their bodies were found several
months later, Henry still tied to the
engine block, Charlie to a pile of iron
weights.

After more than 40 years, James Ford
Seale was finally held accountable for
his actions, convicted just last week
for his role in the murders. A fellow
Klansman was given immunity in ex-
change for testifying about Seale’s role
in the murders.

The Nation has witnessed the convic-
tion of Edgar Ray Killen for his part in
the murders of civil rights activists
Andrew Goodman, Michael Schwerner,
and James Cheney. Ironically, tomor-
row, June 21, actually marks the anni-
versary of those murders.

We have recently seen authorities re-
examine the murders of Johnnie Mae
Chappell in Florida and Jimmie Lee
Jackson in Alabama and hopefully,
hopefully, with the enactment of H.R.
923, many more.

Supreme Court Justice Thurgood
Marshall once said: ‘““Justice too long
delayed is justice denied.” | urge all
my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion so we can continue to help heal
the Nation, rectify the inequities of the
past, and provide justice to those who
have been seemingly forgotten.

[ 1045

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, in rec-
ognizing the gentleman from Georgia,
JOHN LEwls, | can’t help but observe
that the difference between this crime,
the Emmett Till crime of 52 years ago,
and today is that passionately held be-
liefs about justice and fairness could
cost you your life. There are only a few
people left in America today who put
their lives on the line knowingly in
this struggle for justice, and the one in
this body, the 110th Congress, is none
other than JoHN LEwIs of Georgia, and
I yield him as much time as he may
consume.

Mr. LEWIS OF Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I want to thank my good friend, the
chairman of the Judiciary Committee,
(Mr. CoNYERS) for those kind words.

Mr. Speaker, | am so pleased the Em-
mett Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crime
Act is being considered today before
the full House of Representatives.

I would like to thank the lead co-
sponsor of this bill, my good friend,
Representative KENNY HULSHOF from
Missouri, and my good friends in the
United States Senate, Senator CHRIS
Dobb of Connecticut, and Senator PAT-
RICK LEAHY of Vermont for their distin-
guished support in this effort.

Again, I must thank Chairman CoN-
YERS for all of his help and for all of his
support in bringing this bill before us
today. Also, Subcommittee Chairs
ScoTT and NADLER for coordinating a
powerful hearing on this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, the time has come for
the sake of history, for the sake of jus-
tice, for the sake of closure, the 110th
Congress must pass this legislation.

On August 28, 1955, almost 52 years
ago, a l4-year-old boy from Chicago, a
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young African American boy, was vis-
iting his uncle in Money, Mississippi.
He was pulled from his bed in the dark-
ness of night. He was beaten until he
could hardly be recognized. He was
shot in the head, and his body was
dumped in the Tallahatchie River, all
because somebody said he had been
fresh with a white woman.

Several years later, an intelligent
and dignified NACP leader named
Medgar Evers was gunned down in
front of his home in Mississippi in June
of 1963. Some historians said it was the
injustice of these unsolved two mur-
ders that began the mass movement in
the American South that we call the
modern-day civil rights movement.

Who can forget the NAACP leader
and his wife, Harry and Harriette
Moore, who were killed by a bomb on
Christmas night as they celebrated
their 25th wedding anniversary in 1951
in Florida? Who can forget the two
black couples lynched about 60 miles
east of Atlanta in 1946, or the death of
Lemuel Penn, a lieutenant colonel in
the United States Army Reserve from
Washington, D.C., who was a veteran
trying to get home from Fort Benning,
Georgia for a little rest. He was killed
in 1964 as members of the KKK drove by
him on a highway.

Who can forget Viola Liuzzo, shot
down in Alabama in 1965, from the
hometown of our chairman, Chairman
CONYERS from Detroit, trying to bring
nonviolent activists back to their
home after the Selma-to-Montgomery
march?

There are hundreds, maybe even
thousands, of these crimes that were
never brought to justice. There are
murderers who have walked free for
decades while the families of victims
cry out for justice. Passing this bill is
the least we can do. And we must do
something to right these wrongs.

I will never forget the three civil
rights workers, three young men |
knew, Andy Goodman, James Chaney
and Mickey Schwerner. They came to
Mississippi with a simple mission, to
register as many black voters as pos-
sible. They were stopped, arrested,
taken to jail. Later that night, June 21,
1964, they were taken from jail by the
sheriff and his deputy, turned over to
the Klan, where they were beaten, shot
and Killed. They didn’t die in Vietnam.
They didn’t die in Eastern Europe.
They died right here in the United
States. They died in Philadelphia, Mis-
sissippi.

Viola Liuzzo didn’t die on a road or
some street in Baghdad, she died right
there in Alabama on Highway 80.
Lemuel Penn, Medgar Evers, Emmett
Till and countless others didn’t die in
the Middle East; they died right here in
our own country fighting for simple
justice.

Mr. Speaker, we have an obligation,
we have a mission, we have a mandate.
The blood of hundreds of innocent men
and women is calling out to us. Then,
no one came to their aid. But today we
can help make it right. Let us move to
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close this dark chapter in our history.
Let us try to wash away the stains on
our democracy. So | call on all of my
colleagues to pass this legislation and
pass it today.

Mr. Speaker, | submit the following letters of
support for H.R. 923, the Emmett Till Un-
solved Civil Rights Crimes Act.

LAWYERS’ COMMITTEE FOR
CIVIL RIGHTS UNDER LAW,
Washington, DC, June 18, 2007.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
U.S. House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: | am writing on be-
half of the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil
Rights Under Law to express our strong sup-
port for H.R. 923/S. 535, the Emmett Till Un-
solved Civil Rights Crime Act. The bill,
sponsored by Congressman John Lewis of
Georgia, will give the U.S. Department of
Justice the funding and tools necessary to
investigate and prosecute civil rights era
murders.

Ever since our founding by President John
F. Kennedy in 1963, the Lawyers’ Committee
has sought to attain equal justice under law
for all Americans, and the Unsolved Civil
Rights Crime Act is an important step in
continuing that mission.

We are hopeful that the House of Rep-
resentatives will pass the bill this week, as
June 21 represents an incredibly symbolic
day in the history of the civil rights move-
ment. On that date in 1964, KKK member
Edgar Ray Killen assembled a mob to hunt
down three civil rights workers in Mis-
sissippi. The victims’ names were James
Chaney, Andrew Goodman, and Michael
Schwerner. Those young men sacrificed their
lives in pursuit of equal rights for all Ameri-
cans, yet their killer roamed free for decades
until a court finally convicted him on June
21, 2005.

We urge Congress to mark this important
anniversary by passing H.R. 923.

The bill assigns offices within the Justice
Department the specific responsibility of in-
vestigating and prosecuting civil rights mur-
ders before 1970. Then, civil rights murder
cases that went to trial often ended in hung
juries. However, today, different attitudes
and improved race relations could result in
color-blind justice, and technological ad-
vancements could allow prosecutors to
present more persuasive evidence at trial.

To this end, H.R. 923 will provide the Jus-
tice Department with $11.5 million in funds
to carry out their duties, a sum publicly sup-
ported by a D.O.J. representative at a recent
House subcommittee hearing.

At that same hearing, Myrlie Evers-Wil-
liams, the widow of slain civil rights worker
Medgar Evers, spoke in support of the bill.
Her husband was assassinated in 1963, and
three decades later, a jury convicted 74 year-
old Byron de la Beckwith of the murder,
proof that justice knows no time limitations.

Although the Lawyers’ Committee and
Americans-at-large are thankful that the
Evers family and others have received some
level of closure, we know that countless
American families are still waiting to see
justice served. Just last week, a federal jury
convicted James Ford Seale of two counts of
kidnapping in relation to the 1964 murders of
two African-American teenagers. Passage of
the Emmett Till Unsolved Crimes Act will
help the Justice Department investigate and
prosecute cases similar to the Killen, Seale,
and De la Beckwith trials.

With your support of this measure, aging
murderers who have subverted our legal sys-
tem for decades could finally face a court of
law. The long-grieving families of numerous
victims could hope to see closure. Perhaps
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most importantly, this bill could assist the
United States government in upholding jus-
tice, no matter how long overdue.

Again, we urge you to mark this important
anniversary by scheduling a floor vote on
H.R. 923/S. 535 this week. Please feel free to
contact me if you have any questions regard-
ing this request.

Sincerely,
JOHN G. BRITTAIN,
Chief Counsel.

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS,
Washington, DC, June 4, 2007.
Hon. JOHN LEwWIS,
Cannon House Office Building,
Washington, DC.
Hon. CHRISTOPHER J. DoDD,
Russell Senate Office Building,
Washington, DC.
Hon. KENNY C. HULSHOF,
Cannon House Office Building,
Washington, DC.
Hon. PATRICK J. LEAHY,
Russell Senate Office Building,
Washington, DC.

DEAR COLLEAGUES: On behalf of the Leader-
ship Conference on Civil Rights (LCCR), the
nation’s oldest, largest, and most diverse
civil and human rights coalition, with nearly
200 member organizations, we urge you to co-
sponsor and support the bipartisan Emmett
Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crime Act (S. 535/
H.R. 923). LCCR believes that it is imperative
to put resources behind investigating and
prosecuting those individuals involved with
committing the unsolved civil rights era
crimes.

The historic conviction of Edgar Ray
Killen, for the 1964 deaths of three Mis-
sissippi Civil Rights workers, Andrew Good-
man, James Chaney, and Michael Schwerner,
demonstrates how it is imperative that our
nation bring murderers to justice, even if
several decades have passed since these hei-
nous crimes were committed. However, time
is running out because the witnesses to these
crimes are elderly.

S. 535/H.R. 923 will create two new offices
to investigate and prosecute unsolved civil
rights era murders. The Unsolved Civil
Rights Crime Investigative Office, a new FBI
office headed by a Chief Investigator, will
aggressively investigate pre-1970 murder
cases in coordination with state and local
law enforcement. The second office will be
the Unsolved Crimes Section in the Civil
Rights Division of the DOJ, which will focus
specifically on prosecuting these cases. If a
crime other than murder is discovered dur-
ing the course of an inquiry, it will be re-
ferred to the appropriate law enforcement of-
ficials.

The bill authorizes $11.5 million in annual
appropriations: $5 million for the Unsolved
Crimes Section, $5 million for the Unsolved
Civil Rights Crime Investigative Office and
$1.5 million for Community Relations Serv-
ice of the Department of Justice to work
with local communities in identifying these
cases.

We hope that you co-sponsor and support
the Emmet Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crime
Act (S. 535/H.R. 923), which will bring to jus-
tice individuals who committed heinous
crimes against civil rights activists and indi-
vidual African Americans.

Sincerely,
WADE HENDERSON,
President & CEO.
NANCY ZIRKIN,
Vice President/Director
of Public Policy.
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE,
Washington, DC, June 5, 2007.
Re H.R. 923, the Emmett Till Unsolved Civil
Rights Crime Act.

Hon. JOHN LEWIS,

U.S. House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

Hon. KENNY HULSHOF,

U.S. House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CONGRESSMEN LEWIS AND HULSHOF:
On behalf of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP),
our nation’s oldest, largest and most widely-
recognized/grassroots civil rights organiza-
tion, 1 would like to thank you for your
sponsorship of and leadership behind H.R. 923
the Emmett Till Unsolved Civil Rights
Crime Act. It is imperative to bring mur-
derers of early civil rights activists to jus-
tice, to show the victims’ families, as well as
the Nation, that their sacrifices continue to
outrage our Nation. The United States’ gov-
ernment needs to commit the resources nec-
essary to see that these heinous crimes in-
tended to intimidate are resolved.

Witnesses and evidence to these crimes are
aging and time is of the essence. As proven
by the historic 2005 conviction of Edgar Ray
Killen for the 1964 deaths of three Civil
Rights workers, Andrew Goodman, James
Chaney, and Michael Schwerner, and the 1994
conviction of Byron De La Beckwith of the
murder of Medgar Evers, more than 40 years
earlier, there is no time limit on justice.

As you know, this bill creates two new of-
fices within the Department of Justice whose
sole purpose is to investigate these crimes.
The Unsolved Civil Rights Crime Investiga-
tive Office, a new FBI office headed by a
Chief Investigator, will aggressively inves-
tigate pre-1970 cases in coordination with
state and local law enforcement officials
that resulted in death and remain unsolved.
This office will do everything possible to
make certain those who have committed
these murders are brought to justice. The
Unsolved Crimes Section, a new office within
the Civil Rights Division of the Department
of Justice, will focus specifically on pros-
ecuting these cases. If a crime other than
murder is discovered during the course of an
inquiry it will be referred to the appropriate
law enforcement officials. Lastly, the bill
authorizes $11.5 million in annual appropria-
tions: $5 million for the Unsolved Crimes
Section, $5 million for the Unsolved Civil
Rights Crime Investigative Office and $1.5
million for Community Relations Service of
the Department of Justice to work with
local communities in identifying these cases.

In order for our Nation to fully begin to
move beyond these heinous orimes, the fed-
eral government needs to resolve these cases.
Thank you again for your leadership on this
bill; the NAACP deeply appreciates all you
are doing on this issue. Please feel free to
contact me if you have any questions or
comments on the NAACP position, or if
there is any way that | can be helpful to you
as we move ahead with this legislation.

Sincerely,
HILARY O. SHELTON,
Director.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, it is both humbling and
an honor to speak on this bill after the
distinguished gentleman, Congressman
LEwIs, has just spoken. And | join my
colleagues in strong support of H.R.
923, the Emmett Till Unsolved Civil
Rights Crime Act OF 2007, and also
compliment Chairman CONYERS for his
leadership and work on bringing this
bill forward.
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It is important that Congress adopt
this legislation as quickly as possible;
30 to 40 years have passed since many
of these murders were committed.

Under normal circumstances, trying
a murder case is difficult and costly.
Add to that the loss or destruction of
evidence, witnesses who have died or
are unavailable, and numerous proce-
dural hurdles, it only increases the dif-
ficulty and cost of prosecuting these
crimes. But law enforcement officers
and prosecutors are continuing to pur-
sue these cases, and we applaud their
efforts.

In 2006, the FBI directed all 56 of its
field offices to comb through their own
cold case files and assess how many
could be prosecuted. The FBI identified
roughly 100 such cases. Many cases are
confined to a handful of field offices
that must complete rigorous in-depth
investigations before it’s too late.

H.R. 923 directs the Attorney General
to designate a deputy chief within the
Civil Rights Division of the Depart-
ment of Justice to coordinate the in-
vestigation and prosecution of un-
solved civil rights-era murders. The
bill also directs the Attorney General
to designate a supervisory special
agent within the Civil Rights Unit of
the FBI to investigate these out-
standing cases.

Mr. Speaker, most of these cases, if
viable, will lack the requisite Federal
nexus for prosecution by the Depart-
ment of Justice. Yet, the Department
and the FBI are able to provide valu-
able assistance to State prosecutors in
their investigations. The Emmett Till
Unsolved Civil Rights Crime Act pro-
vides additional resources to fully as-
sess these cases and bring the offenders
to justice.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, may |
inquire as to the time remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Michigan has 7 minutes.
The gentleman from Virginia controls
13 minutes.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased now to yield to the articulate
gentlelady from Texas, SHEILA JACK-
SON-LEE, a distinguished member of the
committee, as much time as she may
consume.

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, allow me to take a moment of
personal privilege to acknowledge the
chairman of the full Judiciary Com-
mittee. It has only been a little over 6
months, or almost 6 months, that Mr.
CONYERS has taken the realm of this
august body. And | think if history is
to be accurate, to recount the volcanic
change that has come about on the life-
changing legislative initiatives that
have been able to be moved out of this
committee, we recognize that hate
should not be applauded, but it should
be made illegal.
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We have confronted the issues deal-
ing with the creativity of America, ad-
dressing the questions of patent re-
form. We are looking closely at the
idea of how do we find a balance on the
issue of immigration. We are listening,
we are learning, we are sympathetic.
We are, in fact, what the Judiciary
Committee, one of the oldest commit-
tees, was really intended to do: to lis-
ten to the grievances of people and be
able to find relief.

Let me thank the ranking member of
the subcommittee, the ranking mem-
ber of the full committee, for they have
partnered on a number of initiatives,
and we have found, sometimes, com-
mon ground. Today | rise on that very
shining example of a common ground.

Allow me to thank Congressman
HuLsHoF of Missouri for his passion
and his commitment, and Mr. Sykes,
who was a witness and who humbly
said he was simply a public servant,
someone who thought this idea was
long in coming.

And so why we are here today is to
talk about what many of you perceive
as a television program called Cold
Cases. | wish it was as simple as that.
On that program, you do see the im-
pact on families, but it is, in fact, a tel-
evision program. Today, we speak of
lives, lives long left on the dusty road
of unsolved crimes, lives that are bro-
ken, torn, full of tears, looking for just
a semblance of justice and hope in
America. Maybe they were thinking of
the words of Winston Churchill when
he spoke to President Roosevelt in the
dark ways of World War Il, “Give us
the tools, and we will finish the job.”
That is what this bill does today; it
gives the tools to America’s prosecu-
tors to pick up the broken pieces of the
civil rights movement.

In 1989, we put together a memorial
for those who had lost their lives in the
civil rights era. They lost their lives
not because they were criminals, not
because they were caught in an unfor-
tunate accident, but they lost their
lives because they were on the battle-
field for justice. They were murdered
because they were active in the civil
rights movement. They were Kkilled by
organized hate groups as acts of terror
aimed at intimidating blacks and civil
rights activists of many different col-
ors and religious backgrounds. Their
death, like the death of Emmett Till,
helped to galvanize the movement by
demonstrating the brutality faced by
African Americans in the South. It is
an era of terror which all of us have
come to stand against, proudly so,
which makes you very proud to stand
here as an American, frankly, the
greatest country in the world. For we
have traveled a blood-stained road, but
yet as we’ve traveled it, there have
been those who have tried to go back
and be able to bring us forward, united,
arm in arm together, sweeping across
America talking about the injustices of
the past, but looking forward to the fu-
ture for our children.

And so this bill is in tribute to the
likes of Rita Bender, a witness who was
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brought before this committee. It was
in recognition of the lives that we have
heard of, Schwerner, Goodman and
Chaney, buried deep in a mud pile. It
was a testimony to JOHN LEwIs, who
sits among us as an icon of conscience,
who will tell you that in those muddy
fields of Mississippi and Alabama,
there are still skeletons that have yet
been found. For many were Killed,
unnamed, and the relatives were too
frightened to ever come forward.
Maybe now, because this bill has a sec-
tion in it on community relations, and
I am hoping that as we provide over-
sight on this bill, we will increase
those dollars from $1.5 million to $2
million or $2.5 million, because one of
the witnesses said they could not have
prosecuted the case had it not been for
the persistence and the heart and de-
termination of the family members,
having lived under the shadow of this
sin for so long.

This bill does create a deputy chief in
the Criminal Division of the Civil
Rights Division. Many of us would have
preferred a division, some separate fix-
ture standing with the responsibility
to have the hammer, if you will, of
rightness. But we support this legisla-
tion, and we hope that as our chairman
has been diligent and vigilant, as he
looks forward, that we will ensure that
that deputy chief does the right thing
and provides a vigorous advocacy and
prosecution of those unsolved crimes.

0 1100

Let me, Mr. Speaker, just recount
very briefly the moving testimony that
was given of the witnesses. Let me
home in, if I could, on Myrlie Evers
Williams. Why? Because it is part of
my psyche to have seen Medgar Evers
folding down on his front yard as he
was murdered going into his home to
see his wife and his children.

Can you imagine the horror of wait-
ing for daddy to come home, waiting
for your husband to come home, the
dinner on the table, the radio playing,
the children making the kinds of pleas-
ant noises that children make? Her
husband was a warrior, but a gentle
man, a man of peace, a man who was
willing to sacrifice his own future so
that he might bring justice to some.

Let me, Mr. Speaker, as | close, sim-
ply ask my colleagues to remember
this past and go to the future as | ask
for support for this legislation.

I thank you, JOHN LEwIS, and | thank
you, JOHN CONYERS.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong of H.R. 923,
the “Emmett Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crimes
Act of 2007.” This legislation, which | am
proud to co-sponsor and strongly support, is
intended to complete some of the Nation's
most important unfinished business. And that
is to solve some of the most depraved acts of
violence against persons belonging to a racial
group that was vulnerable, politically power-
less, and innocent, and against those persons
who risked life and limb to help them secure
the rights promised in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and made real in the Constitution.

The Emmett Till Unsolved Civil Rights
Crimes Act of 2007 is long overdue. | thank
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our colleague, JOHN LEWIS of Georgia, who is
widely recognized as the moral conscience of
the House for sponsoring this legislation and |
thank Chairmen CONYERS, SCOTT, and NADLER
for their work in shepherding it through the
legislative process.

Mr. Speaker, in 1989, the Civil Rights Me-
morial was dedicated in Montgomery, Ala-
bama, the birthplace of the modern Civil
Rights Movement. The Memorial honors the
lives and memories of 40 martyrs who were
slain during the movement from 1954 to 1968,
including Emmett Till. But we know that many
more people lost their lives to racial violence
during that era. In fact, at the time the Memo-
rial was dedicated, the killers of 13 of the 40
martyrs whose names are inscribed on the
Memorial had not been prosecuted or con-
victed. In 10 of the 40 deaths, defendants
were either acquitted by all-white juries or
served only token prison sentences. We also
know there are many cases that still cry out
for justice. These unsolved crimes represent a
continuing stain on our Nation’s honor and
mock its commitment to equal justice under
law. The legislation before us is intended to
help us remove that stain once and for all.

The 40 victims selected for inclusion in the
Civil Rights Memorial fit at least one of three
criteria: (1) they were murdered because they
were active in the civil rights movement; (2)
they were killed by organized hate groups as
acts of terror aimed at intimidating blacks and
civil rights activists; or, (3) their deaths, like
the death of Emmett Till, helped to galvanize
the movement by demonstrating the brutality
faced by African Americans in the South. The
40 persons who fit the selection criteria
ranged in age from 11 to 66. Seven were
white, and 33 were black. They were students,
farmers, ministers, truck drivers, a homemaker
and a Nobel laureate.

But Mr. Speaker, there are many, many
other victims besides the 40 who are remem-
bered on the Memorial. The Southern Poverty
Law Center reports that its research uncov-
ered approximately 75 other people who died
violently between 1952 and 1968 under cir-
cumstances suggesting that they were victims
of racial violence. For most of them the reason
their names were not added to the Memorial
is because not enough was known about the
details surrounding their deaths. Sadly, the
reason so little is known about these cases is
because they were never fully investigated or,
in some cases, law enforcement officials were
involved in the killings or subsequent cover-
ups. And because the killings of African Amer-
icans were often covered up or never seri-
ously investigated, there is little reason to
doubt that many slayings were never even re-
corded by the authorities.

The reason justice had not been served was
the callous indifference, and often the criminal
collusion, of many white law enforcement offi-
cials in the segregated South. There simply
was no justice for African Americans during
the civil rights era. The whole criminal justice
system—from the police, to the prosecutors, to
the juries, and to the judges—was perverted
by racial bigotry. African Americans were rou-
tinely beaten, bombed and shot with impunity.
Sometimes, the killers picked their victims on
a whim. Sometimes, they targeted them for
their activism. In other cases, prominent white
citizens were involved and no consequences
flowed. Herbert Lee of Liberty, Mississippi, for
example, was shot in the head by a state leg-
islator in broad daylight in 1961.
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It is, of course, fitting and proper that H.R.
923 bears the name of Emmett Till, whose
slaying in 1955 and his mother’'s decision to
have an open casket at his funeral stirred the
Nation’s conscience and galvanized a genera-
tion of Americans to join the fight for equality.
Sadly, hundreds of them were killed in that
struggle, and many of the Kkillers, like those of
Emmett himself, were never successfully pros-
ecuted.

Mr. Speaker, | am very pleased to learn that
the Department of Justice strongly supports
this legislation. It should. No government
agency has done more through the years to
protect and defend the civil rights of African
Americans and other victims of injustice. |
hope the DOJ's embrace of this legislation
represents a rededication to its historic role of
ensuring equal justice under law for all, even
the poor, powerless, and vulnerable.

Mr. Speaker, the heart of this legislation is
sections 3 and 4. Section 3 establishes a Dep-
uty Chief of the Criminal Section of the Civil
Rights Division. Section 3 requires the Attor-
ney General to designate a Deputy Chief of
the Criminal Section of the Civil Rights division
who will be responsible for coordinating the in-
vestigation and prosecution of violations of
criminal civil rights statutes that occurred be-
fore December 31, 1969, and ended in death.

Section 3 also requires a study and report
to Congress about the number of cases
opened, the number of Federal prosecutions
commenced, the number of cases of State
and local prosecutions where the DOJ as-
sisted, the number of cases that have been
closed, and the number of open pending
cases. The report shall be made not later than
6 months after the enactment of the Act.

Section 4 of the bill establishes a parallel
component in the Civil Rights Unit of the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation to be headed by
a Supervisory Special Agent designated by
the Attorney General. This Supervisory Spe-
cial Agent in the Civil Rights Unit is respon-
sible for investigating violations of criminal civil
rights statutes that occurred not later than De-
cember 31, 1969, and resulted in death. The
Supervisory Special Agent should, where ap-
propriate, coordinate investigations with State
and local law enforcement officials.

Mr. Speaker, although | strongly support
H.R. 923, | believe the bill would be even
stronger if it incorporated three small but im-
portant amendments. First, | would rec-
ommend an amendment containing Congres-
sional findings of fact that help explain to the
nation and the world why the Congress was
compelled to enact this vitally important legis-
lation. We are enacting this legislation not be-
cause of who the perpetrators of these un-
solved criminal violations of civil rights statutes
are, but who we are, and who their victims
were.

Mr. Speaker, over the past half century, the
United States has made tremendous progress
in overcoming the badges and vestiges of
slavery. But this progress has been purchased
at great cost. From Reconstruction through the
modern Civil Rights Movement, heinous and
depraved acts of violence were committed
against persons belonging to a racial group
that was innocent, vulnerable, and politically
powerless, and also against those persons
who risked life and limb to help them secure
the rights promised in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and made real in the Constitution.
Many of these crimes remain unsolved and no
one has ever been held accountable.
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Examples of unsolved cases include the
1968 “Orangeburg Massacre” at South Caro-
lina State University where state police shot
and killed three student protesters; the 1967
shooting death of Carrie Brumfield, whose
body was found on a rural Louisiana road; the
1957 murder of Willie Joe Sanford, whose
body was fished out of a creek in
Hawkinsville, GA; the 1946 killing of a black
couple, including a pregnant woman, who was
pulled out of a car in Monroe, GA, and
dragged down a wagon trail before being shot
in front of 200 people.

These unsolved crimes represent a con-
tinuing stain on our Nation's honor and mock
its commitment to equal justice under the law.
Solving these cases is part of the unfinished
work of America. President Kennedy said it so
well 44 years ago, when he addressed the
Nation on June 11, 1963: “this Nation, for all
its hopes and all its boasts, will not be fully
free until all its citizens are free.”

A second amendment | would recommend
is the establishment of a specially created
section within the Civil Rights Division with
dedicated resources, personnel, and budg-
etary authority to investigate and prosecute
notorious and neglected pre-1970 criminal vio-
lations of the civil rights statutes.

| believe that in designating the Deputy
Chief required by this legislation, the Attorney
General must also be required to delegate to
the Deputy Chief authority over the necessary
personnel and budgetary resources. The high
hope of H.R. 923 is that it may help bring jus-
tice to those whom justice has been delayed
for more than two generations. The Deputy
Chief, therefore, has an awesome responsi-
bility. If we are to expect positive results, it is
incumbent upon us to provide the Deputy
Chief the resources and authority needed to
be successful. As Winston Churchill said to
President Roosevelt during the dark days of
1940: “Give us the tools and we will finish the
job!”

| am pleased, however, that the bill author-
izes annual appropriations of $10 million for
each of fiscal years 2008 through 2017 for the
purpose of investigating and prosecuting pre-
1970 criminal violations of the civil rights stat-
utes that resulted in a death. Similarly, | am
pleased that the bill authorizes annual appro-
priations of $1,500,000 to the Community Re-
lations Service of the Department of Justice to
provide technical assistance by bringing to-
gether law enforcement agencies and commu-
nities in the investigation of criminal violations
of civil rights statutes.

My third amendment | would recommend is
to increase the amount of this annual appro-
priation by $500,000 to $2 million and to make
this funding source available to assist the fam-
ilies of victims in coping with the loss of a
loved one through counseling and other sup-
port services, financial and otherwise. Such
assistance must be available to the victim’'s
families because in many cases the testimony
of a family member may be indispensable to
government investigators and prosecutors. |
am particularly mindful that the witnesses tes-
tifying before the Judiciary Committee hearing
affirmed their belief that the government’s abil-
ity successfully to investigate and solve crimi-
nal civil rights violations would be greatly en-
hanced were assistance and support available
to the victims’ families.

Mr. Speaker, 44 years ago, Medgar Evers
was murdered in Jackson, Mississippi; justice

June 20, 2007

would not be done in his case for more than
twenty years. But that day was foretold be-
cause the evening before the death of Medgar
Evers, on June 11, 1963, President John F.
Kennedy addressed the Nation from the Oval
Office on the state of race relations and civil
rights in America. In his historic speech to the
nation President Kennedy said:

We are confronted primarily with a moral
issue. It is as old as the scriptures and is as
clear as the American Constitution.

One hundred years of delay have passed
since President Lincoln freed the slaves, yet
their heirs, their grandsons, are not fully
free. They are not yet freed from the bonds
of injustice. They are not yet freed from so-
cial and economic oppression. And this Na-
tion, for all its hopes and all its boasts, will
not be fully free until all its citizens are free.

H.R. 923 is intended to help bring justice to
those whom justice has been delayed for
more than two generations. In doing so, this
legislation will help this Nation fulfill its hopes
and justify its boast that in America all persons
live in freedom.

Mr. Speaker. | strongly support this historic
legislation and urge all Members to join me in
voting for its passage.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, | yield 2
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DANIEL E.
LUNGREN).

(Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, this is an impor-
tant bill. The fact that it is on suspen-
sion ought not to suggest that it is not
an important bill. This bill is another
in a number of bills that helps us heal
some tremendous wounds in this coun-
try that go to the very essence of this
country.

The Civil War, which caused more
bloodshed than any other war that this
Nation has been engaged in, is viewed
as the tremendous act of expiation
with the effort of this Nation to re-
solve, in its own mind, what it meant
by every man and woman being equal.

That began the process that was fol-
lowed through in a remarkable period
of time during the last century called
the civil rights revolution. But that
revolution has not ended. There are
still things that need to be done.

One of the terrible stains left on this
Nation is the lack of justice done for
those who suffered at the hands of peo-
ple who believed this country would
never recognize the rights of all; those
who thought they could act with impu-
nity to threaten, to terrorize, to mur-
der other human beings merely because
of the color of their skin.

I call this bill the ““last chance bill,”
the ““now or never bill.”” If we don’t do
this now, we will never have the chance
to do it again, because those individ-
uals who were involved in these crimes
may not be around, and the family
members of those who were victims of
these crimes may not be around. We
give ourselves a 10-year period of time
in which we make a real effort to try
and bring those to justice who should
have been brought to justice a long
time ago.
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In the process, we say to all Ameri-
cans, We understand the injustice that
was done. We will make sure it is never
repeated again. We will work to make
this country a better place now and in
the future.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, | yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GOHMERT).

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, | thank
our subcommittee chairman, and |
thank our full committee chairman
and subcommittee ranking member as
well.

Mr. Speaker, this is an important
bill. As it has been said, there exists in
America an open sore that is yet to be
remedied. | note that sometimes people
see an amount of money that is being
spent and say that is too much money.
But in this case, there is an injustice
that cries out for healing and for ad-
dressing.

When one American, regardless of
race, creed, color, gender, religion, na-
tional origin, when one is struck down,
then all of us are struck down. We need
to address this. Now, | am not one of
those who believes that we need to run
forward and apologize for the sins of
others that we didn’t commit. But in
this case, this bill addresses an injus-
tice.

We have the power. We have the
wherewithal and the ability to address
this wrongdoing and this injustice. If
we were not to take action, then this
body would owe an apology, and | do
not want to see that become necessary.

There are times that we hear moving
testimony, and our heart is moved. But
we know for the greater good of the
country we must do something else.
This is one of those cases in which we
heard testimony that was very moving,
and the heart is aligned with the head.
This requires action. | appreciate the
leadership moving this forward so that
this injustice, this open sore, can fi-
nally be addressed.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, this bill,
partnered by the gentleman from Geor-
gia, a Democrat, and the gentleman
from Missouri, a Republican, shows
what we can do when we just pause and
take a breath from the partisanship,
the finger pointing, the negative at-
tacks by the press and even some Mem-
bers of our own body against this great
body and join together to move this
country forward.

I want to thank all of the individuals
who worked on this bill, especially the
chairman of the Judiciary Committee.

At this time | would like to yield to
the chairman of the Judiciary Com-
mittee

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | want
to thank the ranking member, Mr.
FORBES. | think this is an important
step forward. | have been amazed by
the congeniality and the cooperation
that has been extended to me by all of
the members of the House Judiciary
Committee.

Things come around. This is a his-
toric moment. It has been expressed
with great articulateness by Members
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on your side of the aisle, Mr. FORBES,
as well as mine. But the witnesses on
that day in Judiciary, and Myrlie
Evers Williams stands out more than
anyone else, were so amazing that I
want everyone to go back and read the
testimony that just electrified us all.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, the chair-
man should have the last word on this,
and so he has.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SNYDER). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Virginia
(Mr. ScoTT) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 923, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, on that |
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

————
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks on H.R. 923.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION

OF H.R. 2764, THE DEPARTMENT
OF STATE, FOREIGN OPER-
ATIONS, AND RELATED PRO-

GRAMS APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2008

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, | call up House Reso-
lution 498 and ask for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 498

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2764) making
appropriations for the Department of State,
foreign operations, and related programs for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2008, and
for other purposes. The first reading of the
bill shall be dispensed with. All points of
order against consideration of the bill are
waived except those arising under clause 9 or
10 of rule XXI. General debate shall be con-
fined to the bill and shall not exceed one
hour equally divided and controlled by the
chairman and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Appropriations. After gen-
eral debate the bill shall be considered for
amendment under the five-minute rule.
Points of order against provisions in the bill
for failure to comply with clause 2 of rule
XXI1 are waived. During consideration of the
bill for amendment, the Chairman of the
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Committee of the Whole may accord priority
in recognition on the basis of whether the
Member offering an amendment has caused
it to be printed in the portion of the Con-
gressional Record designated for that pur-
pose in clause 8 of rule XVIII. Amendments
so printed shall be considered as read. When
the committee rises and reports the bill back
to the House with a recommendation that
the bill do pass, the previous question shall
be considered as ordered on the bill and
amendments thereto to final passage with-
out intervening motion except one motion to
recommit with or without instructions.

SEC. 2. During consideration in the House
of H.R. 2764 pursuant to this resolution, not-
withstanding the operation of the previous
question, the Chair may postpone further
consideration of the bill to such time as may
be designated by the Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS) is
recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, for the purpose of debate
only, | yield the customary 30 minutes
to the gentleman from Florida, my
good friend, Mr. DIAZ-BALART. All time
yielded during consideration of the rule
is for debate only.

Mr. Speaker, | yield myself such time
as | may consume.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. | also ask
unanimous consent that all Members
be given 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on
House Resolution 498.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, House Resolution 498 is an
open rule that provides for consider-
ation of H.R. 2764, the fiscal year 2008
appropriations for the Department of
State, Foreign Operations, and related

programs.
Mr. Speaker, | have seen 15 State and
Foreign Operations measures go

through the House of Representatives
in almost 16 years of serving in this
body. Some bills were well-intentioned,
but fell short of meeting America’s
critical needs and objectives, while
others missed the target altogether.

Regarding today’s State and Foreign
Operations bill, I must commend Chair-
woman LOowEY, Ranking Member WOLF,
their respective staffs and the rest of
the committee for coming together in
a bipartisan fashion to craft this mean-
ingful piece of legislation. Despite crit-
ical budget constraints and critical
concerns, the bill is fiscally responsible
and begins to address our Nation’s for-
eign policy initiatives as they relate to
fulfilling our commitments abroad.

In my capacity as chairman of the
Commission on Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe and as a senior member
of the House Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence, | believe | can
speak to our country’s need to restore
world stability after years of following
misguided and shortsighted foreign pol-

icy.



H6750

This bill provides $34.2 billion overall
for foreign assistance and State De-
partment operations, with much-need-
ed emphasis placed on international
AIDS programs, children’s health care,
basic education programs and targeted
peacekeeping operations. By increasing
funds for critical global health, basic
education, refugee and disaster assist-
ance programs, we are heightening
world stability and rebuilding our
image abroad as a nation builder, not
divider.

In an effort to shift away from a Mid-
dle East foreign policy that focused a
little too narrowly on Iraq, we are now
reaching out to neighboring Mediterra-
nean countries that need our attention
and assistance. The escalating situa-
tion in lraq has forced thousands, in-
deed millions, of refugees to flee into
neighboring countries, Jordan being
one of the most heavily affected.

During a trip to the region almost 2
weeks ago, Mr. Speaker, | witnessed
firsthand the heart-wrenching effects
of people displaced. What | learned in
Jordan and saw in Kosovo is that there
are people in this world being forced to
live in conditions so inhumane that
even our wildest nightmares could not
comprehend. As such, | am pleased to
support the bill’s allocation of $830 mil-
lion to provide refugees worldwide with
food, water and shelter. As | spoke last
evening during the testimony in the
Rules Committee, | said to Mrs. LOWEY
and to Mr. WoLF that | am hopeful in
conference that they will be able to add
funds specifically for Jordan for rea-
sons that | perceive are necessary.

While we must remain vigilant and
diligent on combating the evils of ter-
rorism, we must also simultaneously
seize opportunities to establish, main-
tain and strengthen diplomatic ties in
every region of the world. I am pleased
also to see that the bill provides $365
million to enhance our public diplo-
macy efforts, and allocates $501 million
for cultural, educational and profes-
sional exchange programs globally.

The underlying legislation includes
critical foreign aid to our allies in the
world, including Israel. It also restores
funding in many of the areas which the
present administration sought to cut.

As | mentioned, | serve as chairman
of the U.S. Helsinki Commission, and
the President Emeritus of the Organi-
zation for Security and Cooperation in
Europe’s Parliamentary Assembly. Mr.
Speaker, | am fond of saying that if
you can say all of that, you ought to be
president of the assembly. | am deeply
appreciative that this bill funds Amer-
ica’s commitment to the OSCE and the
Helsinki Commission, and | indeed
thank the chairwoman and ranking
member, especially the chairwoman,
for her efforts toward this end.

Mr. Speaker, America has a responsi-
bility in the world. We are, as is con-
stantly reported, the last remaining
Superpower. Contrary to what many
might argue later in this debate, our
power cannot and must not be flexed
only in our military might. On the con-
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trary, our power must be flexed in
what we do to help repair many of the
things that are broken in the world.

The underlying legislation is a crit-
ical component in this effort. 1 am
pleased to support this open rule and
the underlying legislation.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Mr. Speaker, | yield myself
such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, first I would like to
thank the gentleman from Florida, my
good friend, Mr. HASTINGS, for the
time. | would also like to thank Chair-
woman LOwey and Ranking Member
WoLF for their efforts on this undeni-
ably important piece of legislation.

This bill funds a number of U.S. Gov-
ernment programs and activities, in-
cluding the State Department, the
United States Agency for International
Development, foreign, economic and
military assistance, contributions to
international organizations and inter-
national broadcasting programs.

Even though aspects of this bill have
clearly bipartisan support, there are
significant areas of concern with some
of the priorities that the majority has
set forth in this legislation.

Just over a year ago, the people of
Colombia reelected President Uribe to
a second term with over 62 percent of
the vote. President Uribe is the first
President in over 100 years to be re-
elected by the Colombian people. His
reelection and his extraordinarily high
current approval ratings are a testa-
ment to his efforts to curb terrorism,
corruption and narcotrafficking in Co-
lombia.

For years, designated terrorist orga-
nizations in Colombia have hampered
efforts by the people of that great
country to live in a peaceful democ-
racy. Proactive action must continue
to be taken to ensure that armed ter-
rorists are not allowed to create social
unrest through violence. With the cur-
rent landscape in the world today, for-
eign assistance, Mr. Speaker, is as stra-
tegically important to our national in-
terest as it is morally just.

I am concerned that the underlying
legislation cuts funding for Plan Co-
lombia $59 million below the Presi-
dent’s request and $86.5 million below
fiscal year 2007. Plan Colombia has
achieved significant results. When it
began, that country was facing a civil
war that was tearing it apart. Now that
the plan has had time to take effect,
and with President Uribe’s leadership,
kidnappings have fallen by 75 percent
and the gross domestic product of Co-
lombia has increased to 7 percent annu-
ally.

We must not take progress in the An-
dean region for granted, however. If the
United States turns its back on the re-
gion, it will falter and create a sce-
nario that will require greater U.S. in-
vestment and sacrifice at a time when
obviously we have significant respon-
sibilities worldwide, not to mention
that we would be spurning a democrat-
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ically elected ally that has bravely
fought corruption and narcotraffick-
ing.

ﬁ/lr. Speaker, | would like to thank
President Bush for his continued sup-
port for a democratic transition in
Cuba. Pursuant to the recommenda-
tions of his Commission for Assistance
to a Free Cuba, the President requested
$45 million in economic support funds
for Cuba pro-democracy activities.
These funds would support efforts for a
transition to democracy in the Western
Hemisphere’s only totalitarian dicta-
torship through support for dissidents,
human rights activists, independent li-
brarians and others who risk their lives
each day for freedom in that enslaved
island. Unfortunately, the bill brought
forth by the majority is cutting the
funds needed to support pro-democracy
efforts in Cuba and funding less than 20
percent of the President’s request.

I would note that under the bill, the
other countries in the Western Hemi-
sphere will receive over 95 percent of
the funds requested by the President,
and | think that is good. Yet funds to
support a democratic transition in the
Western Hemisphere’s only totalitarian
dictatorship constitute approximately
19 percent of the President’s request.

Mr. Speaker, these acts include from
staging a hunger strike; to demanded
access to e-mail and the Internet and
going to prison for it; to having the au-
dacity of possessing books by Gandhi
and Orwell and Martin Luther King in
their homes and offering those books
as an independent library to their
neighbors, an act of great courage that
is met by the dictatorship’s goon
squads with violence, confiscation of
the books and often prison time; to the
independent journalists who risk their
lives and their families’ safety by writ-
ing the truth about life under the to-
talitarian nightmare, and who need
paper and typewriters and faxes and
telephones to send their stories out; to
the children of political prisoners who
have received the only toys they have
ever seen because of the solidarity of
this United States program of assist-
ance; to those from all walks of life
who dare to join a human rights orga-
nization in a totalitarian police state;
to the physicians who open their homes
to their neighbors for the practice of
medicine and dispense medicines, risk-
ing prison for breaking the rules of the
totalitarian state, the only employer
in the country, or the physicians who
refuse to perform the forced abortions
ordered by the state when there is any
indication whatsoever of a problematic
pregnancy, so the regime can keep its
infant mortality statistics low.

Mr. Speaker, that is how one of my
heroes, Dr. Oscar Elias Biscet began his
heroic journey as a pro-democracy ac-
tivist. He subsequently has become a
great pro-democracy leader. | carry a
card with his photograph with me at
all times. He is currently in a dark and
damp dungeon, sentenced to 25 years in
the gulag for having the audacity of
peacefully advocating for democracy
and free elections in Cuba.
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Mr. Speaker, we cannot send aid to
him in prison. The regime will not
allow it. But we can help his family
and his colleagues in the struggle for
freedom.

These are the acts of civic resistance
that have grown exponentially in re-
cent years, despite a tremendous in-
crease in the dictatorship’s brutal re-
pression, and those are the people, the
heroes that | have mentioned, that we
help with this program, that we will
seek to increase funding for through
the President’s requested level by an
amendment that | will introduce with
my friend and colleague Representa-
tive ALBIO SIRES of New Jersey, and
that | will ask all freedom-loving Mem-
bers of this House to support.

Last February, Mr. Speaker, the six
Cuban American Members of this Con-
gress, BoB MENENDEZ, MEL MARTINEZ,
ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN, ALBIO SIRES,
MARIO DIAZ-BALART and myself, re-
ceived a letter from nine pro-democ-
racy leaders in Cuba. They know the
risks that they were and are taking by
sending us that letter. They knew that
it would be utilized publicly in forums
such as today’s.

In that letter, that group of dis-
sidents and pro-democracy leaders, rep-
resenting an extraordinarily wide spec-
trum of ideology and opinion, some
with whom | have had disagreements in
the past, came together and told us of
the importance of this aid that we will
be debating in this bill. They stated in
their letter, ““We can affirm that the
aid that for years has flowed to the
pro-democracy movement takes into
account the vast range of needs, from
medicine to keep a political prisoner or
dissident from dying, to food, water fil-
ters, medical equipment, clothing,
shoes, coats, toys for the children of
political prisoners, who suffer doubly
the loss of a loved one and social re-
pression on the streets and in school,
essential vitamins, office supplies, and
the tools of democracy, computers,
printers, phones, fax machines, among
others, that account for a long list of
articles and materials that have been
made possible in Cuba.”

Today, with the amendment that |
have filed along with Representative
SIRES, we reply to the letter sent in
February by those pro-democracy lead-
ers, and, as | stated, Mr. Speaker, we
will ask all of our colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to support the aid re-
quested by those pro-democracy lead-
ers in that letter, the assistance for the
pro-democracy movement.
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Mr. Speaker, on other subjects in
this important legislation, the bill cuts
by approximately 40 percent the Presi-
dent’s request for the Millennium Chal-
lenge account. The Millennium Chal-
lenge, which President Bush called a
new compact for global development,
provides assistance through a competi-
tive selection process to developing na-
tions that are pursuing political and
economic reforms in three areas: ruling
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justly, investing in people, and fos-
tering economic freedom. Contribu-
tions from that account are linked to
greater responsibility from developing
nations. The new responsibilities these
nations accept in exchange for the
funds ensure that the funds we provide
do not go to waste and have the great-
est possible impact on those who need
the help the most.

That account encourages trans-
parency, and it is a good aspect of our
foreign policy, and it is very important
that it be increased as this legislation
moves forward.

Lastly, | would mention that this bill
faces a veto threat by the President be-
cause of language which may under-
mine what is known as the Mexico City
policy. The Mexico City policy cur-
rently in effect requires that foreign
NGOs agree as a condition of receipt of
Federal funds for family-planning ac-
tivities that the organization will nei-
ther perform nor promote abortion as a
method of family planning. The Mexico
City policy applies only to family-plan-
ning programs and is designed to pro-
tect the integrity of U.S.-funded inter-
national family-planning programs by
creating a bright line of separation be-
tween abortion and family planning.

There is concern by the President
and many Members in this Congress
that U.S. taxpayer family-planning
funds could possibly go to NGOs that
promote or provide abortions under the
language in the underlying legislation.

I understand the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) and the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. STUPAK)
will introduce an amendment to ad-
dress this issue, and | urge Members to
consider that very important amend-
ment.

The majority correctly currently
brings this important legislation to the
floor under an open rule. The House
has traditionally considered appropria-
tions bills under open rules in order to
allow each Member an opportunity to
offer germane amendments without
having to preprint their amendments
or receive approval from the Rules
Committee. | hope that the majority
will live up to their campaign promise
of running a transparent House and
will continue our tradition of open
rules with the rest of the appropria-
tions bills this year.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | yield 5 minutes to the sec-
ond-ranking member on the majority
side on the Rules Committee, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
MCGOVERN).

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, | want
to thank my friend, the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS), for yield-
ing me the time.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of this
open rule and the underlying bill, H.R.
2764, the State-Foreign Operations Ap-
propriations Act for Fiscal Year 2008.
There is so much to praise in this bill:
its emphasis on funding our core bilat-
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eral development programs; its empha-
sis on funding basic education, child
survival and global health initiatives.
And most importantly, its emphasis on
providing for our national security and
our global economic interests.

I would like to praise Subcommittee
Chairwoman Lowey and Ranking Mem-
ber WoLF and the Foreign Operations
Subcommittee in particular for the
work they have done on aid to Colom-
bia. This bill makes some badly needed
and long overdue changes to our aid
program for Colombia. The results of
the past several years, particularly
where illegal drugs are concerned,
made clear that it is time to try a dif-
ferent and more comprehensive ap-
proach.

The 2008 bill rebalances our priorities
in Colombia. It recognizes that the re-
sponse to violence, narcotrafficking
and instability in our South American
neighbor must be multifaceted, helping
to guarantee lasting security through
good governance.

Colombia is an important friend of
the United States and it is the largest
recipient of U.S. assistance outside the
troubled Middle East region. Colombia
deserves our support; and even though
I have been a critic of many of our past
policies, | have never and | will never
advocate walking away from Colombia
or its people.

The new approach in this bill will
make our counternarcotics policy more
effective by helping small farmers
transition permanently away from ille-
gal drug production, increasing funds
to investigate and prosecute major
drug traffickers, and continuing drug
interdiction programs. Aerial fumiga-
tion and sporadic military offenses are
no substitute for helping Colombia to
govern its own territory. The results
make that clear: 7 years and $5.4 bil-
lion later, the old policy has resulted
in more coca growing in Colombia, and
the price of cocaine on the streets of
America is actually lower than before
we started.

It is time for a change, for a new
more balanced direction, and this bill
provides more funding for judges and
prosecutors, roads, clean water, jobs
and aid for vulnerable people. It looks
to fund the need of today’s Colombia,
not yesterday’s. Many Colombians are
working today to clean house in Co-
lombia, going after politically powerful
criminals who send drugs to our shores
and wreak violence and mayhem in Co-
lombia. The aid in this bill will help
them. Success hinges on Colombia’s ju-
dicial system which faces serious chal-
lenges. This bill provides them with
new resources to meet those chal-
lenges.

Mr. Speaker, unless Colombia deals
with the overriding issue of impunity,
many of us are going to continue to
fight for even more changes in our pol-
icy, restricting security assistance to
the Colombian military which is re-
sponsible for a lot of the human rights



H6752

violations, and we are going to con-
tinue to insist that no free trade agree-
ment move forward until the human
rights situation improves in Colombia.

If the United States of America
stands for anything, it should stand
out loud and foursquare for human
rights. And for too many years, we
have turned our backs on the harsh re-
ality in Colombia where thousands of
trade unionists have disappeared or
been murdered, thousands of people
have been victimized by security forces
and their allies in the paramilitary
forces.

We should not be sending money in a
way that does not acknowledge that
those security forces need to do better.
Mr. Speaker, success also depends on
Colombia’s ability to govern and create
employment, especially in the lawless
zones where drug traffickers and para-
military groups still operate. This bill
allows USAID to expand badly needed
efforts to those communities in coca-
growing areas that up until now have
been beyond our reach due to lack of
funds.

Finally, success depends on Colom-
bia’s ability to care for and reintegrate
victims of violence. This includes help-
ing Colombia’s internally displaced
population which is second in the world
only to Sudan. That is not a list you
want to be on, Mr. Speaker. It means
protecting people coming forward to
testify who are seeking redress. It also
means helping people recover stolen
land through violence and helping
Afro-Colombian and indigenous people
who have been disproportionately hit
by violence.

Mr. Speaker, this bill does a good job
of achieving balance between economic
development and security aid for Co-
lombia. It demonstrates a level of sup-
port for Colombia’s democratic future
that we have not been able to articu-
late before now. | support this new bal-
anced direction for Colombia, and | ap-
plaud the work of the Appropriations
Committee for not only these provi-
sions but for its judicious approach of
supporting what works best in our
global development programs.

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Mr. Speaker, | reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | yield 4 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Vermont (Mr. WELCH).

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak-
er, | thank my colleague from Florida
for yielding me this time.

| also join in the praise for the bipar-
tisan work of the Foreign Operations
Subcommittee, the excellent work of
Chairwoman Lowey and Ranking Mem-
ber WoOLF.

Mr. Speaker, the job of the next
President of the United States, who-
ever that may be, whatever party that
person may represent, is very straight-
forward. They are going to have to re-
introduce America to the world. They
are going to have to reintroduce the
America of cooperation, of working to-
gether, of multilateralism rather than
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unilateralism, of diplomacy rather
than force, and strength through per-
suasion and cooperation.

This Foreign Operations appropria-
tions bill is the introduction to a new
relationship that America will have
with the world and a new relationship
that our appropriations bill will have
with the taxpayers of this country. It
really does two things. One, it restores
accountability. That is best seen in the
fact that it does not give a blank check
on more money to Irag that will go
down the sink hole. Number two, it
recognizes that we have to be a partici-
pant in cooperating with other coun-
tries in order to solve global problems.

Mr. Speaker, our Appropriations
Committee is to be commended for this
strong bipartisan work. Our image in
the world has been tarnished by the
foreign policies of this administration,
from the war in Iraq to the rejection of
multilateral agreements such to the
Kyoto Protocol, the International
Criminal Court, to human rights
abuses at Abu Ghraib and Guantanamo.
Through this appropriations measure,
we have the opportunity to send the
world a different message about Amer-
ica’s priorities. We do that in this bill
by allocating $6.5 billion to combat
global health crises, including HIV/
AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria. We
have provided needed help to those suf-
fering from genocide in Darfur by in-
vesting $949 million in development as-
sistance.

We offer needed food, water and shel-
ter for refugees around the world, and
we make good on our obligations to
international organizations investing
$334 million in multilateral programs
to address the global challenges, and
we pay $1.3 billion in U.N. peace-
keeping operations. The bill also helps
protect the American taxpayer and
brings needed accountability from the
administration.

I would also like to commend the
committee for restoring funding for a
small but extremely important initia-
tive, the Middle East Regional Co-
operation, or MERC program. Estab-
lished in 1979 by my colleague from
California, MERC provides grants for
collaborative scientific research
projects between lIsrael and its Arab
neighbors. MERC grants have made it
possible for many Vermont students to
travel to the Middle East to conduct
environmental research at an innova-
tive program called the Arava Insti-
tute.

This incredible program, working to-
gether on difficult environmental prob-
lems, has allowed Vermonters and oth-
ers to live and work alongside Israeli
and Arab colleagues, working together
on environmental problems that affect
the entire region. MERC grants have
made this experience possible, and | ap-
plaud the committee for working to
make sure this invaluable program re-
ceives the funding it deserves.

Mr. Speaker, in addition to sup-
porting important work in the Middle
East, this bill implements needed
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changes to our policy in another con-
flicted region, Colombia, as was elo-
quently described by the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN).
This bill recognizes that it is time for
change in our Colombia policy.

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Mr. Speaker, again | thank my
dear friend for yielding me the time
initially.

I would like to, with regard to the
issue of the amendment that | made
reference to previously, note that | will
be bringing to the floor along with my
friend and colleague, Representative
SIRES, to restore to the President’s re-
quest by offsetting funds from the ad-
ministration account billions of dollars
of the State Department, approxi-
mately $30 million, to bring to the
President’s request level the assistance
for Cuban democracy programs.

Not today on the floor in the context
of the rule but last night in the Rules
Committee, a colleague who previously
spoke made reference to a GAO report
to impugn and to impeach the program
of assistance to the Cuban pro-democ-
racy movement and oppose efforts to
restore the level to the President’s re-
quest.

I have in my office and | highly rec-
ommend to all colleagues precisely
that GAO report. We would inform col-
leagues where to download it. It is a
very important report, and there are a
couple of things | would like to point
out from the report that is used to im-
peach or attempt to impeach the pro-
gram and impugn the program, criti-
cize the program, of assistance to the
dissidents in Cuba.
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The GAO report found that from 1996
to 2006, the Cuba program provided the
following assistance:

385,000 pounds of medicine, food, and
clothing to the pro-democracy move-
ment.

More than 23,000 shortwave radios.

Millions of books, newsletters and
other informational materials.

U.S. assistance, the GAO found, sup-
ported journalism correspondence
courses for more than 200 Cuban jour-
nalists.

The publication of approximately
23,000 reports by independent journal-
ists in Cuba.

And with regard to the recommenda-
tions of the GAO report, as you know,
Mr. Speaker, the GAO often when it re-
views in-depth, as it does, a govern-
ment program or agency, it often rec-
ommends cuts in that program, and the
GAO makes no recommendation of a
cut. It makes recommendations for the
more efficient running of the Cuban de-
mocracy programs.

And in response to the GAO report,
and | have this letter in my office and
it’s available to any Member who
would like to read it and | highly rec-
ommend it, the agency that admin-
isters these programs, the U.S. Agency
for International Development, USAID,
in a letter dated January 16 of this
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year, responding to the GAO report, in-
forms specifically, with specificity,
how all of the recommendations of the
GAO report have been implemented.

And so | highly recommend the read-
ing of the GAO report and also the re-
sponse by the administrating agency
with regard to the implementation of
the recommendations of the GAO re-
port, Mr. Speaker.

It’s important that we help those
who risk their lives and the safety of
their families day in and day out to
achieve freedom, a democratic transi-
tion in our closest neighbor, 90 miles
away, that at this time is a state spon-
sor of terrorism and an anti-American
totalitarian regime. And what those
heroes of the pro-democracy movement
are risking their lives and their fami-
lies’ freedom for is a democratic transi-
tion to a reality with the rule of law,
obviously a democratically elected
government that will no longer be al-
lied with state sponsors of terrorism,
anti-American state sponsors of ter-
rorism but that will, rather, be worried
and working for the needs to better the
lives of the long oppressed people with-
in Cuba.

Mr. Speaker, again | thank my good
friend Mr. HASTINGS for yielding the
time. | thank any of my colleagues who
may have been listening to this debate
for their attention. Once again | would
plead that they join from both sides of
the aisle to bring up to the President’s
request the assistance for the Cuba
pro-democracy movement.

With that, Mr. Speaker, and ac-
knowledging the complexities and yet
the importance of the underlying legis-
lation brought to the floor today by
this rule, | yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, America’s leadership role is
not limited to the Presidency. Nor does
it solely fall upon the shoulders of this
body. Branches of our government
must share responsibility.

During this critical time in world
history, when America’s image as a
global leader is tarnished and ques-
tioned, we must lead from this Cham-
ber. We must take it upon ourselves to
make it possible for America’s image
in the world to be restored. We must
make it our business to try and make
all that is wrong right.

When America leads in a construc-
tive, inclusive and thoughtful manner,
others in the world follow. This ap-
proach toward global leadership is not,
as some have charged, a soft approach
to conducting the war on terrorism. On
the contrary, it is a clear recognition
that America cannot do this alone.

If we have learned anything in the
last 6 years, it is that no one in this
world is safe from the directions of ter-
rorism. It will take a global effort to
curb the efforts of those who are seek-
ing to destroy us and others in the
world.

But if we have learned anything else
during the last 6 years, it is that the
policies of the present administration
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have failed and America’s standing in
the world is in dire need of restoration.

Parts of the Middle East, from lraq
to Gaza, are living in a civil war. Peo-
ple are dying in Darfur as we and oth-
ers around the world do nothing. And
children throughout the world are
starving to death and dying of
malnourishment and lack of potable
fresh water.

The underlying legislation, the first
Foreign Operations appropriations bill
of this new Democratic majority, sends
a clear message to our friends and en-
emies alike that America’s priorities
in the world are making must-needed
changes.

I urge a ‘“‘yes’’ vote on the previous
question and on the rule.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time, and I move the previous
question on the resolution.

The previous question was ordered.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed with an
amendment in which the concurrence
of the House is requested, a bill of the
House of the following title:

H.R. 1429. An act to reauthorize the Head
Start Act, to improve program quality, to
expand access, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence
of the House is requested:

S. 277. An act to modify the boundaries of
Grand Teton National Park to include cer-
tain land within the GT Park Subdivision,
and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate insists upon its amendment to
the bill (H.R. 1429) ““An Act to reau-
thorize the Head Start Act, to improve
program quality, to expand access, and
for other purposes,” requests a con-
ference with the House on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses there-
on, and appoints Mr. KENNEDY, Mr.
DobD, Mr. HARKIN, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr.
BINGAMAN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. REED,
Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. OBAMA, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Mr. BROWN, Mr. ENzI, Mr. GREGG,
Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. BURR, Mr. ISAK-
SON, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. HATCH, Mr.
ROBERTS, Mr. ALLARD, and Mr. COBURN,
to be the conferees on the part of the
Senate.

The message also announced that
pursuant to the provisions of S. Res.
105 (adopted April 13, 1989), as amended
by S. Res. 149 (adopted October 5, 1993),
as amended by Public Law 105-275, fur-
ther amended by S. Res. 75 (adopted
March 25, 1999), amended by S. Res. 383
(adopted October 27, 2000), and amended
by S. Res. 355 (adopted November 13,
2002), and further amended by S. Res.
480 (adopted November 20, 2004), the
Chair, on behalf of the Republican
Leader, announces the appointment of
the following Senators to serve as
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members of the Senate National Secu-
rity Working Group for the One Hun-
dred Tenth Congress:

The Senator from
LUGAR).

The Senator from Virginia (Mr. WAR-
NER).

The Senator from Alabama (Mr. SEs-
SIONS).

The Senator from New Mexico (Mr.
DOMENICI).

The Senator from Tennessee (Mr.
CORKER).

Indiana (Mr.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H.R. 923, by the yeas and nays;

H. Con. Res. 21, by the yeas and nays;

H.R. 2359, by the yeas and nays;

H.R. 2284, by the yeas and nays.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining
electronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

——————

EMMETT TILL UNSOLVED CIVIL
RIGHTS CRIME ACT OF 2007

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 923, as amended, on which the
yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
ScoTT) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 923, as
amended.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 422, nays 2,
not voting 8, as follows:

[Roll No. 512]
YEAS—422

Abercrombie Blunt Cardoza
Ackerman Boehner Carnahan
Aderholt Bonner Carney
Akin Bono Carson
Alexander Boozman Carter
Allen Boren Castle
Altmire Boswell Castor
Andrews Boucher Chabot
Arcuri Boustany Chandler
Baca Boyd (FL) Clarke
Bachmann Boyda (KS) Clay
Bachus Brady (PA) Cleaver
Baird Brady (TX) Clyburn
Baker Braley (1A) Coble
Baldwin Brown (SC) Cohen
Barrett (SC) Brown, Corrine Cole (OK)
Barrow Brown-Waite, Conaway
Bartlett (MD) Ginny Conyers
Barton (TX) Buchanan Cooper
Bean Burgess Costa
Berkley Burton (IN) Costello
Berman Butterfield Courtney
Berry Buyer Cramer
Biggert Calvert Crenshaw
Bilbray Camp (MI) Crowley
Bilirakis Campbell (CA) Cuellar
Bishop (GA) Cannon Culberson
Bishop (NY) Cantor Cummings
Bishop (UT) Capito Davis (AL)
Blackburn Capps Davis (CA)
Blumenauer Capuano Davis (IL)
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Davis (KY)
Davis, David
Davis, Lincoln
Davis, Tom
Deal (GA)
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
DelLauro
Dent
Diaz-Balart, L.
Diaz-Balart, M.
Dicks
Dingell
Doggett
Donnelly
Doolittle
Doyle
Drake
Dreier
Duncan
Edwards
Ehlers
Ellison
Ellsworth
Emanuel
Emerson
Engel
English (PA)
Eshoo
Etheridge
Everett
Fallin
Farr
Fattah
Feeney
Ferguson
Filner
Flake
Forbes
Fortenberry
Fossella
Foxx
Frank (MA)
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Gallegly
Garrett (NJ)
Gerlach
Giffords
Gilchrest
Gillibrand
Gillmor
Gingrey
Gohmert
Gonzalez
Goode
Goodlatte
Gordon
Granger
Graves
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Gutierrez
Hall (NY)
Hall (TX)
Hare
Harman
Hastert
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Heller
Hensarling
Herger
Herseth Sandlin
Higgins
Hill
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Hirono
Hobson
Hodes
Hoekstra
Holden
Holt
Honda
Hooley
Hoyer
Hulshof
Hunter
Inglis (SC)
Inslee
Israel
Issa
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(™)

Jefferson
Jindal
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jones (NC)
Jones (OH)
Jordan
Kagen
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Keller
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilpatrick
Kind
King (1A)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk
Klein (FL)
Kline (MN)
Knollenberg
Kucinich
Kuhl (NY)
LaHood
Lamborn
Lampson
Langevin
Lantos
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Lee
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Lewis (KY)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lucas
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Lynch
Mack
Mahoney (FL)
Maloney (NY)
Manzullo
Marchant
Markey
Marshall
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul (TX)
McCollum (MN)
McCotter
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McHugh
Mclntyre
McKeon
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
McNulty
Meehan
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Melancon
Mica
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Mitchell
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy, Patrick
Murphy, Tim
Murtha
Musgrave
Myrick
Nadler
Napolitano

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Neal (MA)
Neugebauer
Nunes
Oberstar
Obey
Olver
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor
Payne
Pearce
Pence
Perlmutter
Peterson (MN)
Peterson (PA)
Petri
Pickering
Pitts
Platts
Poe
Pomeroy
Porter
Price (GA)
Price (NC)
Pryce (OH)
Putnam
Radanovich
Rahall
Ramstad
Rangel
Regula
Rehberg
Reichert
Renzi
Reyes
Reynolds
Rodriguez
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (Ml)
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothman
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Ryan (WI)
Salazar
Sali
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Saxton
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schmidt
Schwartz
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sestak
Shadegg
Shays
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuler
Shuster
Simpson
Sires
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Solis
Souder
Space
Spratt
Stark
Stearns
Stupak
Sutton
Tancredo
Tanner
Tauscher
Taylor
Terry
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)

Thornberry Walsh (NY) Wexler
Tiahrt Walz (MN) Whitfield
Tiberi Wamp Wilson (NM)
Tierney Wasserman Wilson (OH)
Towns Schultz Wilson (SC)
Turner Waters Wolf
Udall (CO) Watson Woolsey
Udall (NM) Watt Wu
Upton Waxman W
d 'ynn
Van Hollen Weiner Yarmuth
Velazquez Welch (VT)
Visclosky Weldon (FL) Young (AK)
Walberg Weller Young (FL)
NAYS—2
Paul Westmoreland
NOT VOTING—S8
Becerra McCrery Walden (OR)
Cubin Ortiz Wicker
Davis, Jo Ann Sullivan

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing on the vote.

O 1217

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. WICKER. Mr. Speaker, on rolicall No.
512, | was unavoidably detained. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea.”

——

MOMENT OF SILENCE IN MEMORY
OF THE LATE ROBIN BEARD

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to make the body aware of the loss
of our colleague and friend, Robin
Beard, former Congressman from the
old Sixth District, who passed away
last Saturday. His district basically
overlapped with the current Seventh
District of Tennessee. He served in this
body from 1973 until 1983.

Robin Beard really had a storied and
amazing life in which he dedicated
himself to public service, and he did
love it.

He received a B.A. in history from
Vanderbilt in 1962. He was a veteran,
serving 4 years in the Marine Corps,
where he was a Marine Corps officer in
charge of the Gemini IV offshore recov-
ery mission, and attained the rank of
lieutenant colonel.

While in Congress, he served on the
Armed Services Committee. He was a
strong supporter of and friend to Fort
Campbell, which was located in both
his district and mine.

He was appointed by the House
Speaker as a congressional advisor to
the Strategic Arms Negotiations in Ge-
neva and the U.N. General Assembly
Special Session on Disarmament.

He also served as an assistant Repub-
lican whip, was cochairman of the Re-
publican Research Committee on De-
fense, and an executive committee
member of the Republican Study Com-
mittee.

His expertise extended to domestic
issues, and he served as an executive
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committee member of the Congres-
sional Task Force on Economic Policy.

After leaving Congress, he continued
to serve the public, twice named as
NATO Deputy Secretary General.

He is being laid to rest today in the
Protestant French Huguenot Church in
Charleston, South Carolina.

He is survived by his wife, Cathy, two
children and five grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | yield to the gentleman
from Tennessee (Mr. TANNER).

Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, I'd like
to thank Mrs. BLACKBURN for bringing
this to our attention.

Robin Beard was a friend of all of
ours from Tennessee, and many of you,
both professionally and personally. |
actually got to know him when he
served two stints as Assistant Sec-
retary General in NATO parliamen-
tary, or the NATO organization in
Brussels.

He had a keen sense of humor, and he
was a man who enjoyed the collegiality
of the House. He was a House man, and
he served his country well, both in uni-
form and out, when he was with NATO.

And so | join on behalf of all of our
Members from Tennessee and, really,
all of the House and Mrs. BLACKBURN in
this tribute to our fallen colleague, Mr.
Beard.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, |
would ask that the body join our Ten-
nessee delegation in a moment of si-
lence in remembrance of our former
colleague, Robin Beard.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, 5-minute voting will con-
tinue.

There was no objection.

————

CALLING ON UNITED NATIONS SE-
CURITY COUNCIL TO CHARGE
IRANIAN PRESIDENT WITH CER-
TAIN VIOLATIONS BECAUSE OF
HIS CALLS FOR DESTRUCTION
OF ISRAEL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution, H. Con. Res.
21, as amended, on which the yeas and
nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
WATSON) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 21, as amended.

This will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 411, nays 2,
answered ‘“‘present’’ 11, not voting 8, as
follows:

[Roll No. 513]
YEAS—411
Ackerman Akin Allen
Aderholt Alexander Altmire
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Andrews
Arcuri
Baca
Bachmann
Bachus
Baird
Baker
Barrett (SC)
Barrow
Bartlett (MD)
Barton (TX)
Bean
Berkley
Berman
Berry
Biggert
Bilbray
Bilirakis
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (NY)
Bishop (UT)
Blackburn
Blunt
Boehner
Bonner
Bono
Boozman
Boren
Boswell
Boucher
Boustany
Boyd (FL)
Boyda (KS)
Brady (PA)
Brady (TX)
Braley (1A)
Brown (SC)
Brown, Corrine
Brown-Waite,
Ginny
Buchanan
Burgess
Burton (IN)
Butterfield
Buyer
Calvert
Camp (MI)
Campbell (CA)
Cannon
Cantor
Capito
Capps
Capuano
Cardoza
Carnahan
Carney
Carson
Carter
Castle
Castor
Chabot
Chandler
Clarke
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Coble
Cohen
Cole (OK)
Conaway
Cooper
Costa
Costello
Courtney
Cramer
Crenshaw
Crowley
Cuellar
Culberson
Cummings
Davis (AL)
Davis (CA)
Davis (IL)
Davis (KY)
Davis, David
Davis, Lincoln
Davis, Tom
Deal (GA)
DeGette
Delahunt
DelLauro
Dent
Diaz-Balart, L.

Diaz-Balart, M.

Dicks
Dingell
Doggett
Donnelly
Doolittle

Doyle
Drake
Dreier
Duncan
Edwards
Ehlers
Ellison
Ellsworth
Emanuel
Emerson
Engel
English (PA)
Eshoo
Etheridge
Everett
Fallin
Farr
Fattah
Feeney
Ferguson
Filner
Flake
Forbes
Fortenberry
Fossella
Foxx
Frank (MA)
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Gallegly
Garrett (NJ)
Gerlach
Giffords
Gillibrand
Gillmor
Gingrey
Gohmert
Gonzalez
Goode
Goodlatte
Gordon
Granger
Graves
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Gutierrez
Hall (NY)
Hall (TX)
Hare
Harman
Hastert
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Heller
Hensarling
Herger
Herseth Sandlin
Higgins
Hill
Hinojosa
Hirono
Hobson
Hodes
Hoekstra
Holden
Holt
Honda
Hooley
Hoyer
Hulshof
Hunter
Inglis (SC)
Inslee
Israel
Issa
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Jefferson
Jindal
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jones (OH)
Jordan
Kagen
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Keller
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilpatrick
Kind
King (1A)
King (NY)
Kingston

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Kirk
Klein (FL)
Kline (MN)
Knollenberg
Kuhl (NY)
LaHood
Lamborn
Lampson
Langevin
Lantos
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Lee
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Lewis (KY)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lucas
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Lynch
Mack
Mahoney (FL)
Maloney (NY)
Manzullo
Marchant
Markey
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul (TX)
McCollum (MN)
McCotter
McCrery
McGovern
McHenry
McHugh
Mclintyre
McKeon
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
McNulty
Meehan
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Melancon
Mica
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Mitchell
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy, Patrick
Murphy, Tim
Murtha
Musgrave
Myrick
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal (MA)
Neugebauer
Nunes
Oberstar
Obey
Olver
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor
Payne
Pearce
Pence
Perlmutter
Peterson (MN)
Peterson (PA)
Petri
Pickering
Pitts
Platts
Poe
Pomeroy
Porter
Price (GA)

Price (NC) Schwartz Tiahrt
Pryce (OH) Scott (GA) Tiberi
Putnam Scott (VA) Tierney
Radanovich Sensenbrenner Towns
Rahall Serrano Turner
Ramstad Sessions Udall (CO)
Rangel Sestak Udall (NM)
Regula Shadegg Upton
Rehberg Shays Van Hollen
Reichert Shea-Porter Velazquez
Renzi Sherman Visclosky
Reyes Shimkus Walberg
Reynolds Shuler Walsh (NY)
Rodriguez Shuster Walz (MN)
Rogers (AL) Simpson Wamp
Rogers (KY) Sires Wasserman
Rogers (MI) Skelton Schultz
Rohrabacher Slaughter Waters
Ros-Lehtinen Smith (NE) Watson
Roskam Smith (NJ) Watt
Ross Smith (TX) Waxman
Rothman Smith (WA) Weiner
Roybal-Allard Snyder Welch (VT)
Royce Solis Weldon (FL)
Ruppersberger Souder Weller
Rush Space Westmoreland
Ryan (OH) Spratt Wexler
Ryan (WI) Stearns Whitfield
Salazar Stupak Wicker
Sali Sutton Wilson (NM)
Sanchez, Linda Tancredo Wilson (OH)
T. Tanner Wilson (SC)
Sanchez, Loretta Tauscher Wolf
Sarbanes Taylor Woolsey
Saxton Terry Wynn
Schakowsky Thompson (CA) Yarmuth
Schiff Thompson (MS) Young (AK)
Schmidt Thornberry Young (FL)
NAYS—2
Kucinich Paul

ANSWERED “PRESENT”—11

Abercrombie Gilchrest Miller, George
Baldwin Hinchey Stark
Blumenauer Jones (NC) Wu
DeFazio McDermott

NOT VOTING—S8
Becerra Davis, Jo Ann Sullivan
Conyers Marshall Walden (OR)
Cubin Ortiz

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing in this vote.

O 1229

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
concurrent resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The title was amended so as to read:
““Concurrent resolution calling on the
United Nations Security Council to
charge Iranian leader ¥ Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad with violating the 1948
Convention on the Prevention and Pun-
ishment of the Crime of Genocide and
the United Nations Charter because of
his calls for the destruction of the
State of Israel.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

SBA ENTREPRENEURIAL DEVEL-
OPMENT PROGRAMS ACT OF 2007

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 2359, on which the yeas and
nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from New York (Ms.
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VELAZQUEZ) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2359.

This will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 405, nays 18,
not voting 9, as follows:

Abercrombie
Ackerman
Aderholt
Akin
Alexander
Allen
Altmire
Andrews
Arcuri
Baca
Bachmann
Bachus
Baird
Baker
Baldwin
Barrow
Bartlett (MD)
Barton (TX)
Bean
Berkley
Berman
Berry
Biggert
Bilbray
Bilirakis
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (NY)
Bishop (UT)
Blackburn
Blumenauer
Blunt
Boehner
Bonner
Bono
Boozman
Boren
Boswell
Boucher
Boustany
Boyd (FL)
Boyda (KS)
Brady (PA)
Brady (TX)
Braley (1A)
Brown (SC)
Brown, Corrine
Brown-Waite,
Ginny
Buchanan
Burgess
Burton (IN)
Butterfield
Buyer
Calvert
Camp (MI)
Cantor
Capito
Capps
Capuano
Cardoza
Carnahan
Carney
Carson
Carter
Castle
Castor
Chabot
Chandler
Clarke
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Coble
Cohen
Cole (OK)
Conaway
Conyers
Cooper
Costa
Costello
Courtney
Cramer
Crenshaw
Crowley
Cuellar
Culberson
Cummings
Davis (AL)

[Roll No. 514]
YEAS—405

Davis (CA)
Davis (IL)
Davis (KY)
Davis, David
Davis, Lincoln
Davis, Tom
Deal (GA)
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
DelLauro
Dent
Diaz-Balart, L.
Diaz-Balart, M.
Dicks
Dingell
Doggett
Donnelly
Doolittle
Doyle
Drake
Dreier
Edwards
Ehlers
Ellison
Ellsworth
Emanuel
Emerson
Engel
English (PA)
Eshoo
Etheridge
Everett
Fallin

Farr

Fattah
Feeney
Ferguson
Filner
Forbes
Fortenberry
Fossella
Frank (MA)
Frelinghuysen
Gallegly
Garrett (NJ)
Gerlach
Giffords
Gilchrest
Gillibrand
Gillmor
Gingrey
Gohmert
Gonzalez
Goode
Goodlatte
Gordon
Granger
Graves
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Hall (NY)
Hall (TX)
Hare
Harman
Hastert
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Heller
Herger
Herseth Sandlin
Higgins

Hill
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Hirono
Hobson
Hodes
Hoekstra
Holt

Honda
Hooley
Hoyer
Hulshof
Hunter
Inglis (SC)

Inslee
Israel
Issa
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Jefferson
Jindal
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jones (NC)
Jones (OH)
Jordan
Kagen
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Keller
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilpatrick
Kind
King (1A)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk
Klein (FL)
Kline (MN)
Knollenberg
Kucinich
Kuhl (NY)
LaHood
Lamborn
Lampson
Langevin
Lantos
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Lee
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Lewis (KY)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lucas
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Lynch
Mack
Mahoney (FL)
Maloney (NY)
Marchant
Markey
Marshall
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul (TX)
McCollum (MN)
McCotter
McCrery
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McHugh
Mclintyre
McKeon
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
McNulty
Meehan
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Melancon
Mica
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
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Miller (NC) Reynolds Spratt
Miller, Gary Rodriguez Stark
Miller, George Rogers (AL) Stupak
Mitchell Rogers (KY) Sutton
Mollohan Rogers (MI) Tancredo
Moore (KS) Ros-Lehtinen Tanner
Moore (WI) Roskam Tauscher
Moran (KS) Ross Taylor
Moran (VA) Rothman Terry
Murphy (CT) Roybal-Allard Thompson (CA)
Murphy, Patrick  Ruppersberger Thompson (MS)
Murphy, Tim Rush Thornberry
Murtha Ryan (OH) Tiahrt
Musgrave Ryan (WI) Tiberi
Myrick Salazar Tierney
Nadler Sali Towns
Napolitano Sanchez, Linda Turner
Neal (MA) T. Udall (CO)
Neugebauer Sanchez, Loretta Udall (NM)
Nunes Sarbanes Upton
Oberstar Saxton Van Hollen
Obey Schakowsky Velazquez
Olver Schiff Visclosky
Pallone Schmidt Walberg
Pascrell Schwartz Walsh (NY)
Pastor Scott (GA) Walz (MN)
Payne Scott (VA) Wamp
Pearce Sensenbrenner Wasserman
Perlmutter Serrano Schultz
Peterson (MN) Sessions Waters
Peterson (PA) Sestak Watson
Petri Shays Watt
Pitts Shea-Porter Waxman
Platts Sherman Weiner
Pomeroy Shimkus Welch (VT)
Porter Shuler Weldon (FL)
Price (GA) Shuster Weller
Price (NC) Simpson Wexler
Pryce (OH) Sires Whitfield
Putnam Skelton Wicker
Radanovich Slaughter Wilson (NM)
Rahall Smith (NE) Wilson (OH)
Ramstad Smith (NJ) Wilson (SC)
Rangel Smith (TX) Wolf
Regula Smith (WA) Woolsey
Rehberg Snyder Wu
Reichert Solis Wynn
Renzi Souder Young (AK)
Reyes Space Young (FL)
NAYS—18
Barrett (SC) Franks (AZ) Poe
Campbell (CA) Hensarling Rohrabacher
Cannon Manzullo Royce
Duncan Paul Shadegg
Flake Pence Stearns
Foxx Pickering Westmoreland
NOT VOTING—9
Becerra Gutierrez Sullivan
Cubin Holden Walden (OR)
Davis, Jo Ann Ortiz Yarmuth

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). Two minutes are remaining
in this vote.
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

EXPANDING AND IMPROVING AS-
SISTANCE PROVIDED BY SMALL
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CEN-
TERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 2284, on which the yeas and
nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from New York (Ms.
VELAZQUEZ) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2284.

This will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 351, nays 73,

not voting 8, as follows:

Abercrombie
Ackerman
Aderholt
Allen
Altmire
Andrews
Arcuri
Baca
Bachus
Baird
Baldwin
Barrow
Bartlett (MD)
Barton (TX)
Bean
Berkley
Berman
Berry
Bilirakis
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (NY)
Bishop (UT)
Blackburn
Blumenauer
Blunt
Boehner
Bonner
Bono
Boozman
Boren
Boswell
Boucher
Boyd (FL)
Boyda (KS)
Brady (PA)
Brady (TX)
Braley (1A)
Brown (SC)
Brown, Corrine
Buchanan
Burton (IN)
Butterfield
Buyer
Calvert
Camp (MI)
Cantor
Capito
Capps
Capuano
Cardoza
Carnahan
Carney
Carson
Carter
Castle
Castor
Chabot
Chandler
Clarke
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Conyers
Cooper
Costa
Costello
Courtney
Cramer
Crenshaw
Crowley
Cuellar
Cummings
Davis (AL)
Davis (CA)
Davis (IL)
Davis (KY)
Davis, David
Davis, Lincoln
Davis, Tom
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
Delauro
Dent
Diaz-Balart, L.
Diaz-Balart, M.
Dicks
Dingell
Doggett
Donnelly

[Roll No. 515]
YEAS—351

Doolittle
Doyle
Drake
Dreier
Edwards
Ellison
Ellsworth
Emanuel
Emerson
Engel
English (PA)
Eshoo
Etheridge
Fallin
Farr
Fattah
Ferguson
Filner
Fortenberry
Frank (MA)
Frelinghuysen
Gallegly
Gerlach
Giffords
Gilchrest
Gillibrand
Gillmor
Gingrey
Gonzalez
Gordon
Granger
Graves
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Gutierrez
Hall (NY)
Hall (TX)
Hare
Harman
Hastert
Hastings (FL)
Heller
Herger
Herseth Sandlin
Higgins
Hill
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Hirono
Hobson
Hodes
Hoekstra
Holden
Holt
Honda
Hooley
Hoyer
Hulshof
Hunter
Inslee
Israel
Issa
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Jefferson
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, E. B.
Jones (NC)
Jones (OH)
Jordan
Kagen
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Keller
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilpatrick
Kind
King (NY)
Kirk
Klein (FL)
Kline (MN)
Knollenberg
Kucinich
Kuhl (NY)
LaHood
Lampson
Langevin

Lantos
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Lee
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lucas
Lynch
Mahoney (FL)
Maloney (NY)
Markey
Marshall
Matheson
Matsui
MccCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul (TX)
McCollum (MN)
McCrery
McDermott
McGovern
McHugh
Mcintyre
McKeon
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
McNulty
Meehan
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Melancon
Michaud
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, George
Mitchell
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy, Patrick
Murphy, Tim
Murtha
Musgrave
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal (MA)
Nunes
Oberstar
Obey
Olver
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor
Payne
Pearce
Perlmutter
Peterson (MN)
Peterson (PA)
Pickering
Platts
Pomeroy
Porter
Price (NC)
Pryce (OH)
Putnam
Radanovich
Rahall
Ramstad
Rangel
Regula
Rehberg
Reichert
Renzi
Reyes
Reynolds
Rodriguez
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)

June 20, 2007

Roskam Skelton Visclosky
Ross Slaughter Walsh (NY)
Rothman Smith (NJ) Walz (MN)
Roybal-Allard Smith (TX) Wamp
Ruppersberger Smith (WA) Wasserman
Rush Snyder Schultz
Ryan (OH) Solis Waters
Salazar Souder
Sanchez, Linda  Space watson
att

T. Spratt Waxman
Sanchez, Loretta Stark Weiner
Sarbanes Stupak
Saxton Sutton Welch (VT)
Schakowsky Tanner Weldon (FL)
Schiff Tauscher Weller
Schmidt Taylor Wexler
Schwartz Thompson (CA)  Whitfield
Scott (GA) Thompson (MS) Wicker
Scott (VA) Tiahrt Wilson (NM)
Serrano Tiberi Wilson (OH)
Sestak Tierney Wolf
Shays Towns Woolsey
Shea-Porter Turner Wu
Sherman Udall (CO) Wynn
Shimkus Udall (NM) Yarmuth
Shuler Upton Young (AK)
Simpson Van Hollen
Sires Velazquez Young (FL)

NAYS—73

Akin Franks (AZ) Myrick
Alexander Garrett (NJ) Neugebauer
Bachmann Gohmert Paul
Baker Goode Pence
Barrett (SC) Goodlatte Petri
Biggert Hastings (WA) Pitts
Bilbray Hayes Poe
Boustany Hensarling Price (GA)
Brown-Waite, Inglis (SC) Rogers (AL)

Ginny Jindal Rohrabacher
Burgess Johnson, Sam Royce
Campbell (CA) King (1A) Ryan (WI)
Cannon Kingston Sali
Coble Lamborn Sensenbrenner
Conaway Lewis (KY) Sessions
Culberson Lungren, Daniel  Shadegg
Deal (GA) E. Shuster
Duncan Mack Smith (NE)
Ehlers Manzullo Stearns
Everett Marchant Tancredo
Feeney McCotter Terry
Flake McHenry Thornberry
Forbes Mica Walberg
Fossella Miller (FL) Westmoreland
Foxx Miller, Gary Wilson (SC)

NOT VOTING—38

Becerra Davis, Jo Ann Sullivan
Cole (OK) Ortiz Walden (OR)
Cubin Ros-Lehtinen

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). Two minutes are remaining
in this vote.
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote 