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loss, but I will attempt tonight to say 
a few words about our colleague, CRAIG 
THOMAS. I loved CRAIG THOMAS. He was 
a person who came from the West. He 
understood where he came from. He un-
derstood the values with which he was 
raised, and he reflected those daily in 
his work in the Senate without ever 
bragging about it or talking about it. 
People just knew it. He was a man of 
character and integrity, a man who, as 
Senator KYL indicated, never allowed 
personal ego to interfere with his com-
mitment to serve his constituents and 
his Nation. 

We had a visit to Iraq together not 
too long ago. Things had not been 
going well. He would ask penetrating 
questions. He would ask: When are the 
Iraqis stepping up and how much are 
they doing so? How long do we con-
tinue to put our troops at risk if they 
are not carrying their load? 

He did it in a way that was sincere 
and raised fundamental questions of 
great importance. 

CRAIG liked issues. He believed in a 
series of principles that made America 
great. He cared about those principles. 
For a time, he volunteered to come to 
the floor and be a part of a message 
team for the Republican Senate Mem-
bers and spent a good bit of time at it— 
over a year or two. During that time he 
would articulate the basic premises 
and values that I think are 
foundational for the Republican Party 
and for most Americans. 

I would say to our wonderful friend 
Susan, our prayers and our sympathies 
are with you. We can only imagine the 
loss you have sustained. We have 
watched in these past months the cour-
age that CRAIG had displayed as he suf-
fered from the terrible disease that he 
had. We saw the strength that he had, 
his refusal to stay at home but his de-
termination to be at work. I had sev-
eral examples of it in which I talked to 
him, and I said it is not necessary for 
you, you need to rest up. He knew he 
was susceptible to infection. But he 
was determined to fulfill his respon-
sibilities as a Senator and he did so in 
a way that all could be proud. 

He ran the race and he fought the 
fight. He served his country with great 
skill and ability. Our respect and love 
is extended to the family and our pray-
ers are with him and the family. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Florida. 
Mr. NELSON of Florida. Madam 

President, I am aware of the hour of 
the recess, and I will be very brief. But 
I wished to come and express my con-
dolences to the family of Senator 
THOMAS and to share for them, spread 
upon the pages of the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD, the fact that a faithful mem-
ber of the weekly Senators Prayer 
Breakfast was Senator THOMAS. 

The gathering is private, Senators 
only. All Senators check their egos and 
check their partisanship at the door 
and join together as friends in a spir-
itual setting. 

What a delight it was for this Sen-
ator to share that collegiality with 
Senator THOMAS on a weekly basis in 
the proceedings of the Senate. For that 
friendship, that collegiality, I am espe-
cially grateful. 

Madam President, I yield the floor. 
f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will 
stand in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:52 p.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. CARPER). 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CAR-
PER). Morning business is closed. 

f 

COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION 
REFORM ACT OF 2007 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of S. 1348, which 
the clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (S. 1348) to provide for comprehen-
sive immigration reform and for other pur-
poses. 

Pending: 
Reid (for Kennedy/Specter) amendment No. 

1150, in the nature of a substitute. 
Cornyn modified amendment No. 1184 (to 

amendment No. 1150), to establish a perma-
nent bar for gang members, terrorists, and 
other criminals. 

Dodd/Menendez amendment No. 1199 (to 
amendment No. 1150), to increase the number 
of green cards for parents of U.S. citizens, to 
extend the duration of the new parent visitor 
visa, and to make penalties imposed on indi-
viduals who overstay such visas applicable 
only to such individuals. 

Menendez amendment No. 1194 (to amend-
ment No. 1150), to modify the deadline for 
the family backlog reduction. 

McConnell amendment No. 1170 (to amend-
ment No. 1150), to amend the Help America 
Vote Act of 2002 to require individuals voting 
in person to present photo identification. 

Feingold amendment No. 1176 (to amend-
ment No. 1150), to establish commissions to 
review the facts and circumstances sur-
rounding injustices suffered by European 
Americans, European Latin Americans, and 
Jewish refugees during World War II. 

Durbin/Grassley amendment No. 1231 (to 
amendment No. 1150), to ensure that employ-
ers make efforts to recruit American work-
ers. 

Sessions amendment No. 1234 (to amend-
ment No. 1150), to save American taxpayers 
up to $24 billion in the 10 years after passage 
of this act by preventing the earned-income 
tax credit—which is, according to the Con-
gressional Research Service, the largest 
antipoverty entitlement program of the Fed-
eral Government—from being claimed by Y 
temporary workers or illegal aliens given 
status by this act until they adjust to legal 
permanent resident status. 

Sessions amendment No. 1235 (to amend-
ment No. 1150), to save American taxpayers 
up to $24 billion in the 10 years after passage 
of this act by preventing the earned-income 

tax credit—which is, according to the Con-
gressional Research Service, the largest 
antipoverty entitlement program of the Fed-
eral Government—from being claimed by Y 
temporary workers or illegal aliens given 
status by this act until they adjust to legal 
permanent resident status. 

Lieberman amendment No. 1191 (to amend-
ment No. 1150), to provide safeguards against 
faulty asylum procedures and to improve 
conditions of detention. 

Cornyn (for Allard) amendment No. 1189 (to 
amendment No. 1150), to eliminate the pref-
erence given to people who entered the 
United States illegally over people seeking 
to enter the country legally in the merit- 
based evaluation system for visas. 

Cornyn amendment No. 1250 (to amend-
ment No. 1150), to address documentation of 
employment and to make an amendment 
with respect to mandatory disclosure of in-
formation. 

Salazar (for Clinton) modified amendment 
No. 1183 (to amendment No. 1150), to reclas-
sify the spouses and minor children of lawful 
permanent residents as immediate relatives. 

Salazar (for Obama/Menendez) amendment 
No. 1202 (to amendment No. 1150), to provide 
a date on which the authority of the section 
relating to the increasing of American com-
petitiveness through a merit-based evalua-
tion system for immigrants shall be termi-
nated. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the time until 3:30 
this afternoon shall be for debate with 
respect to amendment No. 1189, offered 
by the Senator from Colorado, Mr. AL-
LARD, and amendment No. 1231, offered 
by the Senator from Illinois, Mr. DUR-
BIN, with the time equally divided be-
tween the managers and the amend-
ments’ proponents. 

Who yields time? The Senator from 
Pennsylvania is recognized. 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I see 
Senator ALLARD on the floor to move 
forward with his amendment, and we 
will be using the time between now and 
3:30, obviously, for debate on the sub-
jects. 

I understand the Senator from Alas-
ka wishes to take—how long would the 
Senator like? 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Three minutes. 
Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I yield 

3 minutes to the Senator from Alaska. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alaska is recognized. 
(The remarks of Ms. MURKOWSKI are 

printed in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Morning Business.’’) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who 
yields time? The Senator from Colo-
rado is recognized. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1189 
Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I rise in 

support of amendment No. 1189 which 
strikes the supplemental schedule for 
Zs. We are scheduled, I understand, to 
vote on it around 3:30 or so. So I wish 
to take a few moments to talk about 
my amendment, which I think address-
es a great inequity in the bill, one that 
rewards lawbreakers over law abiders. 
Ironically, this inequity is in the same 
section of the bill that rewards would- 
be immigrants based on merit. To be 
clear, I strongly support ending chain 
migration. I think the bill moves us in 
that direction, and I think that is 
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