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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 231) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 231

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. AUTHORIZATION OF GRANTS.

Section 508 of title I of the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42
U.S.C. 3758) is amended by striking ‘‘for fis-
cal year 2006’ through the period and insert-
ing ‘‘for each of the fiscal years 2006 through
2012.”.

——————

EXPRESSING PROFOUND CONCERN
REGARDING TRANSGRESSION
AGAINST FREEDOM OF THOUGHT
AND EXPRESSION IN VENEZUELA

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the immediate consid-
eration of Calendar No. 178, S. Res. 211.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 211) expressing the
profound concern of the Senate regarding the
transgression against freedom of thought
and expression that is being carried out in
Venezuela, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table en bloc, and that any
statements relating to the resolution
be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 211

Whereas, for several months, the President
of Venezuela, Hugo Chavez, has been an-
nouncing over various media that he will not
renew the current concession of the tele-
vision station ‘“Radio Caracas Television”,
also known as RCTYV, which is set to expire
on May 27, 2007, because of its adherence to
an editorial stance different from his way of
thinking;

Whereas President Chavez justifies this
measure based on the alleged role RCTV
played in the unsuccessful unconstitutional
attempts in April 2002 to unseat President
Chavez, under circumstances where there ex-
ists no filed complaint or judicial sentence
that would sustain such a charge, nor any
legal sanction against RCTV that would pre-
vent the renewal of its concession, as pro-
vided for under Venezuelan law;

Whereas the refusal to renew the conces-
sion of any television or radio broadcasting
station that complies with legal regulations
in the matter of telecommunications con-
stitutes a transgression against the freedom
of thought and expression, which is prohib-
ited by Article 13 of the American Conven-
tion on Human Rights, signed at San Jose,
Costa Rica, July 18, 1978, which has been
signed by the United States;
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Whereas that convention establishes that
‘‘the right of expression may not be re-
stricted by indirect methods or means, such
as the abuse of government or private con-
trols over newsprint, radio broadcasting fre-
quencies, or equipment used in the dissemi-
nation of information, or by any other
means tending to impede the communication
and circulation of ideas and opinions’’;

Whereas the Inter-American Declaration of
Principles on Freedom of Expression, ap-
proved by the Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights, states in Principle 13,
““The exercise of power and the use of public
funds by the state, the granting of customs
duty privileges, the arbitrary and discrimi-
natory placement of official advertising and
government loans; the concession of radio
and television broadcast frequencies, among
others, with the intent to put pressure on
and punish or reward and provide privileges
to social communicators and communica-
tions media because of the opinions they ex-
press threaten freedom of expression, and
must be explicitly prohibited by law. The
means of communication have the right to
carry out their role in an independent man-
ner. Direct or indirect pressures exerted
upon journalists or other social communica-
tors to stifle the dissemination of informa-
tion are incompatible with freedom of ex-
pression.’’;

Whereas, according to the principles of the
American Convention on Human Rights and
the Inter-American Declaration of Principles
on Freedom of Expression, to both of which
Venezuela is a party, the decision not to
renew the concession of the television sta-
tion RCTV is an assault against freedom of
thought and expression and cannot be ac-
cepted by democratic countries, especially
by those in North America who are signato-
ries to the American Convention on Human
Rights;

Whereas the most paradoxical aspect of the
decision by President Chavez is that it
strongly conflicts with two principles from
the Liberator Simén Bolivar’s thinking,
principles President Chavez says inspire him,
which state that ‘‘[plJublic opinion is the
most sacred of objects, it needs the protec-
tion of an enlightened government which
knows that opinion is the fountain of the
most important of events,” and that “‘[t]he
right to express one’s thoughts and opinions,
by word, by writing or by any other means,
is the first and most worthy asset mankind
has in society. The law itself will never be
able to prohibit it.”’; and

Whereas the United States should raise its
concerns about these and other serious re-
strictions on freedoms of thought and ex-
pression being imposed by the Government
of Venezuela before the Organization of
American States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses its profound concern about
the transgression against freedom of thought
and expression that is being attempted and
committed in Venezuela by the refusal of the
President of Venezuela, Hugo Chavez, to
renew the concession of the television sta-
tion “Radio Caracas Television” (RCTV)
merely because of its adherence to an edi-
torial and informational stance distinct
from the thinking of the Government of Ven-
ezuela; and

(2) strongly encourages the Organization of
American States to respond appropriately,
with full consideration of the necessary in-
stitutional instruments, to such trans-
gression.
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HONORING 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF
STAN HYWET HALL AND GARDENS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Judiciary
Committee be discharged from further
consideration, and the Senate now pro-
ceed to consideration of S. Con. Res. 32.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the concurrent resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 32)
honoring the 50th anniversary of Stan Hywet
Hall & Gardens.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the concur-
rent resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, and the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 32) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The concurrent resolution, with its
preamble, reads as follows:

S. CoN. RES. 32

Whereas Stan Hywet Hall was built be-
tween 1912 and 1915 by Franklin “F.A.” Au-
gustus Seiberling and his wife, Gertrude;

Whereas Franklin Seiberling hired archi-
tect Charles S. Schneider of Cleveland to de-
sign the home, landscape architect Warren
H. Manning of Boston to design the grounds,
and Hugo F. Huber of New York City to deco-
rate the interior;

Whereas Stan Hywet Hall is one of the fin-
est examples of Tudor Revival architecture
in the United States;

Whereas Alcoholics Anonymous, an organi-
zation that continues to help millions of in-
dividuals worldwide recover from alcohol ad-
diction, was founded on Mother’'s Day 1935
following a meeting between Mr. Bill Wilson
and Dr. Bob Smith and hosted by Henrietta
Seiberling at Stan Hywet Hall;

Whereas, in 1957, in keeping with the Stan
Hywet Hall crest motto of ‘““Non Nobis Solum
(Not for Us Alone)”’, the Seiberling family
donated Stan Hywet Hall to a nonprofit or-
ganization, which came to be known as Stan
Hywet Hall & Gardens, so that the public
could enjoy and experience part of a note-
worthy chapter in the history of the United
States;

Whereas Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens is
identified as a National Historic Landmark
by the Department of the Interior, the only
location in Akron, Ohio, with such a designa-
tion and one of only 2,200 nationwide;

Whereas Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens is one
of Ohio’s top 10 tourist attractions, is a Save
America’s Treasures project, and is accred-
ited by the American Association of Muse-
ums;

Whereas more than 5,000,000 people from
around the world have visited Stan Hywet
Hall & Gardens, with the number of visitors
annually averaging between 150,000 and
200,000 since 1999;

Whereas Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens con-
tributes over $12,000,000 annually to the
greater Akron economy;

Whereas Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens is a
recipient of the Trustee Emeritus Award for
Excellence in the Stewardship of Historic
Sites from the National Trust for Historic
Preservation, only the fourth recipient of
the Award after George Washington’s Mount



S6924

Vernon, Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello, and
Washington, D.C.’s Octagon House; and

Whereas Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens relies
on more than 1,300 volunteers to ensure that
its doors remain open to the public, includ-
ing the Women’s Auxiliary Board, the
Friends of Stan Hywet, the Stan Hywet
Gilde, the Stan Hywet Needlework Guild, the
Stan Hywet Flower Arrangers, the Stan
Hywet Garden Committee, the Carriage
House Gift Shop, the Conservatory, Vintage
Base Ball, Vintage Explorers, the Akron Gar-
den Club, and the Garden Forum of Greater
AKkron: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) congratulates Stan Hywet Hall & Gar-
dens on its 50th anniversary;

(2) honors Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens for
its commitment to sharing its history, gar-
dens, and art collections with the public; and

(8) directs the Secretary of the Senate to
transmit a copy of this resolution to Stan
Hywet Hall & Gardens.

———

TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF
IRAQI AND AFGHANI TRANS-
LATORS AND INTERPRETERS
WHO MAY BE ADMITTED TO THE
UNITED STATES AS SPECIAL IM-
MIGRANTS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask the
Chair lay before the Senate a message
from the House of Representatives on
the bill (S. 1104) to increase the number
of Iraqi and Afghani translators and in-
terpreters who may be admitted to the
United States as special immigrants.

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the House of Representatives:

Strike out all after the enacting clause and
insert:

SECTION 1. SPECIAL IMMIGRANT STATUS FOR
CERTAIN ALIENS SERVING AS
TRANSLATORS OR INTERPRETERS
WITH FEDERAL AGENCIES.

(a) INCREASE IN NUMBERS ADMITTED.—Section
1059 of the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2006 (8 U.S.C. 1101 note) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(1)—

(4) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘as a
translator’ and inserting ‘‘, or under Chief of
Mission authority, as a translator or inter-
preter’’;

(B) in subparagraph (C), by inserting ‘‘the
Chief of Mission or’ after ‘‘recommendation
from”’; and

(C) in subparagraph (D), by inserting ‘‘the
Chief of Mission or’’ after ‘“‘as determined by’’;
and

(2) in subsection (c)(1), by striking ‘‘section
during any fiscal year shall not exceed 50.”” and
inserting the following: ‘‘section—

“(A) during each of the fiscal years 2007 and
2008, shall not exceed 500; and

‘““(B) during any other fiscal year shall not ex-
ceed 50.”.

(b) ALIENS EXEMPT FROM EMPLOYMENT-BASED
NUMERICAL LIMITATIONS.—Section 1059(c)(2) of
such Act is amended—

(1) by amending the paragraph designation
and heading to read as follows:

“(2) ALIENS EXEMPT FROM EMPLOYMENT-
BASED NUMERICAL LIMITATIONS.—’; and

(2) by inserting ‘“‘and shall not be counted
against the numerical limitations under sections
201(d), 202(a), and 203(b)(4) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1151(d), 1152(a),
and 1153(b)(4))”’ before the period at the end.

(c) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS; NATURALIZA-
TION.—Section 1059 of such Act is further
amended—
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(1) by redesignating subsection (d) as sub-
section (f); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(d) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS.—Notwith-
standing paragraphs (2), (7) and (8) of section
245(c) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1255(c)), the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity may adjust the status of an alien to that of
a lawful permanent resident under section
245(a) of such Act if the alien—

“(1) was paroled or admitted as a non-
immigrant into the United States; and

““(2) is otherwise eligible for special immigrant
status under this section and under the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act.

“(e) NATURALIZATION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An absence from the United
States described in paragraph (2) shall not be
considered to break any period for which con-
tinuous residence in the United States is re-
quired for naturalication under title III of the
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1401
et seq.).

““(2) ABSENCE DESCRIBED.—An absence de-
scribed in this paragraph is an absence from the
United States due to a person’s employment by
the Chief of Mission or United States Armed
Forces, under contract with the Chief of Mission
or United States Armed Forces, or by a firm or
corporation under contract with the Chief of
Mission or United States Armed Forces, if—

“(A) such employment involved working with
the Chief of Mission or United States Armed
Forces as a translator or interpreter; and

“(B) the person spent at least a portion of the
time outside of the United States working di-
rectly with the Chief of Mission or United States
Armed Forces as a translator or interpreter in
Iraq or Afghanistan.”.

Amend the title so as to read ‘“‘An Act to
increase the number of Iraqi and Afghani
translators and interpreters who may be ad-
mitted to the United States as special immi-
grants, and for other purposes.”.

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sented that the Senate concur in the
House amendments, the motions to re-
consider be laid on the table, and any
statements be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S.J. RES. 14

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I under-
stand that S.J. Res. 14, introduced ear-
lier today, is at the desk. I ask for its
first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the joint resolution by
title for the first time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 14) expressing
the sense of the Senate that Attorney Gen-
eral Alberto Gonzales no longer holds the
confidence of the Senate and of the Amer-
ican people.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I now
ask for its second reading, and I object
to my own request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the joint reso-
lution will receive its second reading
on the next legislative day.

————

CONDITIONAL ADJOURNMENT OF
THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the im-
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mediate consideration of H. Con. Res.
158, the adjournment resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 158)
providing for conditional adjournment of the
House of Representatives and a conditional
recess or adjournment of the Senate.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the current resolution be
agreed to and the motion to reconsider
be laid on the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 158) was considered and agreed to,
as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 158

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That when the House ad-
journs on the legislative day of Thursday,
May 24, 2007, Friday, May 25, 2007, or Satur-
day, May 26, 2007, on a motion offered pursu-
ant to this concurrent resolution by its Ma-
jority Leader or his designee, it stand ad-
journed until 2 p.m. on Tuesday, June 5, 2007,
or until the time of any reassembly pursuant
to section 2 of this concurrent resolution,
whichever occurs first; and that when the
Senate recesses or adjourns on Friday, May
25, 2007, Saturday, May 26, 2007, or on any
day from Monday, May 28, 2007, through Sat-
urday, June 2, 2007, on a motion offered pur-
suant to this concurrent resolution by its
Majority Leader or his designee, it stand re-
cessed or adjourned until noon on Monday,
June 4, 2007, or such other time on that day
as may be specified by its Majority Leader or
his designee in the motion to recess or ad-
journ, or until the time of any reassembly
pursuant to section 2 of this concurrent reso-
lution, whichever occurs first.

SEC. 2. The Speaker of the House and the
Majority Leader of the Senate, or their re-
spective designees, acting jointly after con-
sultation with the Minority Leader of the
House and the Minority Leader of the Sen-
ate, shall notify the Members of the House
and the Senate, respectively, to reassemble
at such place and time as they may des-
ignate if, in their opinion, the public interest
shall warrant it.

———————

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, MAY 25, 2007

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 9:30 a.m., Friday,
May 25; that on Friday, following the
prayer and pledge, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the
morning hour be deemed expired, and
the time for the two leaders reserved
for their use later in the day; that the
Senate then resume consideration of S.
1348, the immigration bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PROGRAM

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, on be-
half of the majority leader, I would
like to announce that there will be no
rollcall votes on Friday. The next roll-
call vote will occur Tuesday, June 5,
prior to the caucus recess period.
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