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roof over all the earth, so it seems
from the viewpoint of Capitol Hill.
Spring breezes contain a purity this
side of tragic tornados. Yet the news,
like unseen pollen, carries life and dis-
comfort for some in the same moment.

Why, O Lord, is the world such a mix-
ture of good and evil? 24/7 communica-
tion wires the mind with stories of vic-
tory and devastation so quickly that
human perception must choose its
ground.

Help national government, Lord,
admit limitations even before it dis-
cerns a problem or conducts another
hearing. Free choice and determined
truth must find a balance if pluralistic
democracy is to stand.

So we humbly lay before You, Lord,
God of heaven and earth, the freshness
of a new day, and seek Your blessing
upon those who cultivate a culture and
plan a future for us both now and for-
ever.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Louisiana (Mr.
BoUSTANY) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. BOUSTANY led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
RISE TO MEET THE CHALLENGE

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Ford Motor Company
has announced the closing of a casting
plant in Cleveland where they’re going
to be outsourcing their engine casting
business, and idling production at an-
other engine plant for a year.

We are seeing all these blue collar
jobs outsourced in this country, and
many white collar jobs as well. We're
losing millions of manufacturing jobs.
And it’s not enough to just let this
slide by without trying to challenge it.

We have to have a new manufac-
turing policy in America where the
maintenance of steel, automotive and
aerospace is considered to be vital to
our national economic security.

We have to have a new not-for-profit
health care system which covers all
workers, so American businesses are
not collapsed by the high cost of health
insurance.

And we have to have a new trade pol-
icy, which means the end of NAFTA
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and the WTO, and the beginning of
trade based on workers rights, human
rights and environmental quality prin-
ciples.

Our community in Cleveland is going
to rally behind our auto workers. We’re
going to do everything we can to see if
it’s possible to save those plants and to
make it possible to find ways of using
those plants. But all across this coun-
try, we have to rise to meet this chal-
lenge.

———

AL QAEDA’S PRESENCE IN IRAQ

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, the other
side of the aisle is going to great
lengths to make the case for retreat in
Iraq. It seems they’ll even ignore the
facts if it helps their case.

For some time now, the other side
has been saying that the war in Iraq is
not part of the war on terror but a dis-
traction from it.

Mr. Speaker, the latest video re-
leased by al Qaeda’s number two opera-
tive clears that up. In this latest rant
calling for our destruction, Ayman al
Zawahiri calls the violence in Iraq a
jihad. He optimistically states that the
situation in Iraq ‘‘is moving from the
stage of defeat of the crusader invaders
to the stage of consolidating a Mujahid
Islamic Emirate.”

He goes on to proclaim that this vic-
tory for the terrorists will ‘‘raise the
banner of Jihad.”

Mr. Speaker, the fact is that we are
fighting al Qaeda terrorists in Iraq.
And if we are unwilling to defeat them
there, where exactly will we do so?

Mr. Speaker, when we are honest
about who we are fighting in Iraq, the
implication becomes clear: We must
win in Iraq.

———

BACK AT SQUARE ONE

(Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, last week, President Bush ve-
toed the Iraqi supplemental. I am dis-
appointed that the President did not
attempt to work with us here in Con-
gress prior to his veto. We are now
back at square one.

The American people want a new di-
rection for Iraq. Our current strategy
is not working, with more sectarian vi-
olence spreading throughout Iraq each
and every day. If a solution will be
reached in this conflict, the Iraqi gov-
ernment must take more responsibility
for their future.

The U.S. commitment to end the war
in Iraq cannot be open-ended. We must
put pressure on the Iraqi government
to make political, economical and dip-
lomatic reforms. So far these reforms
have not been made, and little progress
has been shown by the Iraqi govern-
ment.
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Mr. Speaker, when we talk about the
Iraqi war and we talk about terrorism,
Iraq did not have terrorists there until
we went in, did not do our job in the
first several months, and that is why
we have terrorism in Iraq today. We
must defeat it. We must bring our boys
home.

Let the Iraqi government now take
care of their own problems.

——
SUPPORT H. CON. RES. 133

(Mr. BOUSTANY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, many
Americans lack protection from cata-
strophic long-term care expenses re-
lated to chronic illnesses and disabil-
ities. Worse yet, many of these families
assume Medicare will pay for long-
term care services, while it generally
does not.

Despite funding from Congress for
long-term care education activities,
the Department of Health and Human
Services has done little to inform fami-
lies and caregivers of this confusion.

HHS has neglected to clarify these
Medicare misperceptions with at least
90 percent of households contacted
through its long-term care awareness
direct mail campaign. HHS has a duty
to use other communication methods
to inform families.

I recently introduced a bipartisan
resolution with Representative STEPH-
ANIE HERSETH SANDLIN to encourage
Secretary Leavitt to be more proactive
on this issue, so Americans can have
greater independence, choice and con-
trol over the services they need in the
setting they prefer.

I urge my colleagues to support H.
Con. Res. 133.

——————

DEMOCRATS’ BUDGET PRIORI-
TIZES NEEDS OF OUR CHILDREN

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, when
the Democrats took control of Con-
gress this year, we pledged that the
voices of children would become a top
priority for a change. This month
Democrats will complete a final budget
that meets our commitment to our
children and abides by tough pay-as-
you-go rules we reinstituted in Janu-
ary.

This new Congress has a responsi-
bility to clean up the fiscal mess that
we inherited. Deficits matter. Over the
last 6 years, the choice to live beyond
our means has come at a great expense
to our children who will be forced to
pay off that debt. The Democratic
budget says, enough with deficit spend-
ing. Unlike the President’s budget,
ours will be balanced within the next 5
years.

First, we increase funding for our
children’s health care by $50 billion
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