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south central Michigan continue to 
stress to me the importance of diversi-
fying our Nation’s energy portfolio and 
advancing cleaner-burning, home- 
grown, renewable energy sources. 

This week I will introduce legisla-
tion, the Energy Independence through 
Bio-Diesel Act, that will continue the 
process of moving our country towards 
energy independence. 

Creating a national standard for bio- 
diesel will encourage the technology 
and economies of scale necessary to 
make America the leader in renewable 
sources of energy. 

The Energy Independence through 
Bio-Diesel Act would create a 2 percent 
standard for bio-diesel and amend the 
Clean Air Act to require that within 5 
years all diesel fuel sold contains a 2 
percent industry average. 

Fifty-five billion gallons of diesel 
were consumed in 2005, and a 2 percent 
standard would create a 1.1-billion-gal-
lon market. This standard will help 
spur the necessary investments in fa-
cilities and technological advance-
ments needed in this alternative fuel 
industry. 

I urge my colleagues to commit to di-
versifying our energy supply and lessen 
our dangerous dependence on foreign 
energy by supporting the Energy Inde-
pendence through Bio-Diesel Act. 

f 

PRESIDENT BUSH’S VETO 

(Mr. WALZ of Minnesota asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, 4 years ago today, President Bush 
landed for a photo opportunity on an 
aircraft carrier in front of a banner 
that said ‘‘Mission Accomplished’’ and 
declared an end to major combat in 
Iraq. Four years later this President 
refuses to even discuss the reality of a 
military mission that has entered its 
fifth year. 

Yesterday the President vetoed only 
the second bill that has ever come to 
his desk. He called it a ‘‘prescription 
for chaos and confusion.’’ I ask, how is 
that different from what we have now? 
He refuses to even hold the Iraqis ac-
countable for making political, eco-
nomic or diplomatic reforms that he 
promised and they promised to make. 
He’s holding up funding for our troops 
and for our veterans. 

But what exactly is the President 
waiting for? Now that the President 
has rejected our legislation, he has the 
responsibility to tell the American 
people how many more years does he 
expect us to stay. Do you think it will 
be 5? Maybe 10? And what exactly do 
the ground conditions look like in 
order to have us beginning to with-
draw? Wishful thinking, political talk-
ing points and rigid ideology do not 
make good foreign policy. 

This President was wrong when he 
declared an end of combat operations, 
and he has been consistently wrong 
about every single thing in Iraq. It’s 
time that this President works with 

the new Congress, elected by the ma-
jority of the American people, so that 
we can bring about a change to this 
war and truly secure America. 

f 

STOP THE POLITICAL GAMES 

(Ms. FALLIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. FALLIN. Mr. Speaker, this is a 
difficult time for our Nation. We are 
all war weary. We are all heartbroken 
over any loss of life, and we are all con-
cerned about the cost of the war. 

All Americans, Republicans, Demo-
crats, and, yes, the President, want 
this war over as soon as possible. It’s 
time to stop the political games and 
put the needs of our men and our 
women defending our Nation first. 

The people of America want a solu-
tion to bring the troops home, but not 
at the expense of jeopardizing the safe-
ty and the future of our Nation. As a 
Nation, we must make a strong com-
mitment and a declaration to the world 
that the United States will defend 
itself and will not tolerate terrorism, 
nor will we coddle terrorists or sur-
render or appease them. 

The Commander in Chief vetoed a 
bill which sought to micromanage the 
war on terror, tie the hands of our gen-
erals, and provide a surrender date to 
the enemies. Congress must uphold the 
President’s veto, set aside the cut-and- 
run attitude, the loser attitude, for 
good. 

Where is the pride for the defense our 
Nation, the liberty and the freedoms 
that thousands of men and women have 
given their lives for in earlier years? 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MCNULTY). The Chair would remind 
guests in the gallery that any expres-
sion of favor or disfavor for what is 
said on the floor is a violation of the 
rules. 

f 

THINGS ARE GETTING WORSE IN 
IRAQ AND PRESIDENT BUSH IS 
NOT WILLING TO TAKE THE WAR 
IN A NEW DIRECTION 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, over this 
past weekend, five more American sol-
diers were killed in Iraq, bringing the 
number killed in April to over 100 U.S. 
soldiers. It was the deadliest month for 
American soldiers this year. Sadly, the 
total number of Americans killed now 
stands at 3,351, along with thousands of 
innocent Iraqi men, women and chil-
dren. 

The realities on the ground that our 
brave soldiers continue to face day in 
and day out stand in stark contrast to 
President Bush’s pronouncement 4 

years ago that major combat oper-
ations in Iraq were over. 

If major operations were over 4 years 
ago, what have our troops been fight-
ing the last 4 years? If indeed our mis-
sion was accomplished 4 years ago, as 
the banner behind the President on 
that aircraft carrier proclaimed, what 
are American troops still doing in Iraq? 

If the President truly wants to bring 
our mission to a just conclusion, he 
should work with Congress instead of 
simply vetoing our funding bill as he 
did. It’s now up to the President to de-
cide if he will support accountability 
for Iraqis, benchmarks for success, and 
new direction in Iraq, for we cannot 
stay this course. 

f 

b 1030 

H.R. 2027, THE MILITARY PAY 
IMPROVEMENT ACT 

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, under 
current law, military pay rates must 
be reasonably comparable to those in 
the private sector with similar skills, 
education, and experience. 

Unfortunately, due to budgetary con-
straints over the years, the military 
pay increase has not always met this 
criteria and a ‘‘pay gap’’ was created. 
This gap is not only unfair to our brave 
men and women in uniform. It also has 
raised retention and readiness con-
cerns. 

For this reason, I have introduced 
H.R. 2027, the Military Pay Improve-
ment Act, which would give them a 
minimum 3.5 percent pay raise. 

Our Nation’s brave men and women 
in uniform have fought gallantly to en-
sure the continued safety, security, 
and prosperity of this great Nation. I 
believe it is unacceptable that we task 
these men and women with extraor-
dinary responsibilities especially, dur-
ing wartime, and cannot compensate 
them accordingly. The debt we owe 
them for their sacrifices can never be 
repaid. However, my bill will take a 
small step in the right direction to 
show our appreciation for their valor. 

I urge all my colleagues to cosponsor 
the bill. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM HON. JOHN 
A. BOEHNER, REPUBLICAN LEAD-
ER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable JOHN A. 
BOEHNER, Republican Leader: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
May 1, 2007. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, U.S. Capitol, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI: Pursuant to clause 
5(a)(4)(A) of rule X of the Rules of the House 
of Representatives, I designate the following 
Members to be available for service on inves-
tigative subcommittees of the Committee on 
Standards of Official Conduct during the 
110th Congress: 
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The Honorable ROB BISHOP 
The Honorable MARSHA BLACKBURN 
The Honorable ANDER CRENSHAW 
The Honorable LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART 
The Honorable PHIL ENGLISH 
The Honorable TOM LATHAM 
The Honorable FRANK LUCAS 
The Honorable SUE MYRICK 
The Honorable MIKE SIMPSON 
The Honorable GREG WALDEN 

Sincerely, 
JOHN A. BOEHNER, 

Republican Leader. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 1867, NATIONAL SCIENCE 
FOUNDATION AUTHORIZATION 
ACT OF 2007 
Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, by direc-

tion of the Committee on Rules, I call 
up House Resolution 349 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 349 
Resolved, That at any time after the adop-

tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1867) to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal years 2008, 
2009, and 2010 for the National Science Foun-
dation, and for other purposes. The first 
reading of the bill shall be dispensed with. 
All points of order against consideration of 
the bill are waived except those arising 
under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. General de-
bate shall be confined to the bill and shall 
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Science and 
Technology. After general debate the bill 
shall be considered for amendment under the 
five-minute rule. It shall be in order to con-
sider as an original bill for the purpose of 
amendment under the five-minute rule the 
amendment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Science and 
Technology now printed in the bill. All 
points of order against the committee 
amendment in the nature of a substitute are 
waived except those arising under clause 9 or 
10 of rule XXI. Notwithstanding clause 11 of 
rule XVIII, no amendment to the committee 
amendment in the nature of a substitute 
shall be in order except those printed in the 
portion of the Congressional Record des-
ignated for that purpose in clause 8 of rule 
XVIII and except pro forma amendments for 
the purpose of debate. Each amendment so 
printed may be offered only by the Member 
who caused it to be printed or his designee 
and shall be considered as read. At the con-
clusion of consideration of the bill for 
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill to the House with such amend-
ments as may have been adopted. Any Mem-
ber may demand a separate vote in the 
House on any amendment adopted in the 
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the 
committee amendment in the nature of a 
substitute. The previous question shall be 
considered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions. 

SEC. 2. During consideration in the House 
of H.R. 1867 pursuant to this resolution, not-
withstanding the operation of the previous 
question, the Chair may postpone further 
consideration of the bill to such time as may 
be designated by the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. MATSUI) 
is recognized for 1 hour. 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Washington (Mr. HASTINGS), pend-
ing which I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. During consideration of 
this resolution, all time yielded is for 
the purpose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Res. 349 and insert extra-
neous materials into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, this rule 

permits the House to consider the Na-
tional Science Foundation Authoriza-
tion Act of 2007. This important legis-
lation will be considered under an open 
rule with a preprinting requirement, 
allowing any Member to submit 
changes or improvements to the bill. 

Chairman GORDON, Chairman BAIRD, 
Ranking Member HALL, Ranking Mem-
ber EHLERS, and the Science and Tech-
nology Committee have put together 
an excellent product, and I look for-
ward to an open and constructive de-
bate. 

I am proud that today’s debate will 
shine a light on the National Science 
Foundation. The National Science 
Foundation is truly one of the Federal 
Government’s greatest accomplish-
ments. It features a rich tradition that 
has supported talented young inves-
tigators, made America the world lead-
er in basic science and innovation, and 
laid the groundwork for the Nation’s 
economic strength. 

This reauthorization also represents 
another important step in the imple-
mentation of the innovation agenda. 
By boosting scientific research and de-
velopment, moving the Nation toward 
a clean energy economy, promoting 
broadband deployment, and supporting 
small business entrepreneurs, the inno-
vation agenda will keep our promise to 
maintain and strengthen America’s 
competitiveness and leadership in the 
global economy. 

At present the National Science 
Foundation supports research and edu-
cation activities at over 2,000 univer-
sities colleges, K–12 schools, and re-
search institutions throughout the 
country. It is unique among our Fed-
eral research enterprises in that NSF 
supports scientists and engineers 
across all disciplines. 

In a given year, NSF will support 
about 200,000 scientists, engineers, 
teachers, and students. That is why 
NSF has led to groundbreaking re-
search in such varied fields as genetics, 
computer science, information tech-
nology, nanotechnology, and climate 
change. 

By way of example, in my district, 
NSF funds the UC Davis Center for 
Biophotonics Science & Technology. 
The center features dynamic and inno-

vative research that harnesses light to 
facilitate revolutionary advances in 
biomedical science. The potential ap-
plications for medical research and 
treatment are groundbreaking and will 
offer hope to thousands of our constitu-
ents. That is the kind of research NSF 
supports. 

I would also like to point out that 
NSF resources are distributed on a 
competitive peer review basis; so an 
objective process allows for only the 
most worthy proposal to receive fund-
ing. This is the best kind of investment 
the Federal Government can make be-
cause the return on this investment is 
tremendous. By stimulating innovative 
research, we create educational oppor-
tunities for promising students and 
drive cutting-edge research throughout 
the country. There is no better way to 
fuel the economy and create quality 
jobs. That is why the National Science 
Foundation has broad and bipartisan 
support in Congress. 

This reauthorization provides $21 bil-
lion at NSF for fiscal years 2008 
through 2010. In doing so, it keeps us on 
the path to double the National 
Science Foundation funding by 2017. 
This was a key recommendation of the 
highly respected National Academy’s 
report on U.S. competitiveness, ‘‘Ris-
ing Above the Gathering Storm.’’ And 
this boost is urgently needed, since 
today NSF can only fund about a quar-
ter of the grant proposals that are sub-
mitted. 

The bill also creates a pilot program 
targeted at new investigators so we can 
bring more talented young people into 
scientific research fields, and it directs 
NSF to facilitate public-private part-
nerships, a proven method to 
leveraging Federal investment and bol-
stering American competitiveness. 

Finally, this reauthorization bill is 
on the Agency’s legacy of promoting 
math and science education by includ-
ing the provisions of H.R. 362, the 10,000 
Teachers, 10 Million Minds Math and 
Science Scholarship Act, which the 
House passed last week. 

With that, I thank the Science Com-
mittee once again for this excellent 
legislation. I look forward to a robust 
debate on this bill, and I hope we can 
work with the Senate to get it on the 
President’s desk in short order. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman 
from California for yielding me the 
customary 30 minutes, and I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

(Mr. HASTINGS of Washington asked 
and was given permission to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, the National Science Founda-
tion plays an important role in making 
sure that our Nation is a global leader 
in the fields of science and engineering. 
This Federal agency provides critical 
support for researchers, educators, and 
students in science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics. Specifi-
cally, Federal support allows American 
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