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government, but will we leave our 
troops in Iraq to protect them? We 
know oil has had a lot to do with this 
war, but will we let this President get 
away with attempting to privatize 
Iraq’s oil wealth in the name of rec-
onciliation? 

We can still change course. We can 
deny the administration funds to con-
tinue the war. We can bring our troops 
home. We can stabilize Iraq with an 
international security force once we 
end the occupation. That is exactly 
what H.R. 1234 is about, and it is time 
that we started to look for alternatives 
which reflect this Nation’s highest as-
pirations. 

f 

RUSSIA 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, anyone who 
was alive at the time will always re-
member the collapse of the Berlin 
Wall. 

With the Soviet bloc crumbling, the 
western world rejoiced as freedom 
spread to populations once thought 
hopelessly in the grip of Communist 
oppressors. There was reason to believe 
that the Soviets’ brutal form of tyr-
anny was over forever. 

Unfortunately, recent actions seem 
to be giving new life to old Communist 
ghosts. Police squads crushing the 
Kremlin’s dissenters, advocates of free-
dom and transparency silenced, cul-
tural figures detained. 

Mr. Speaker, the recent backsliding 
in Russia should be cause for alarm for 
all freedom loving people. As the 
Kremlin’s power expands, freedom for 
the Russian people shrinks. This was 
wrong during the Cold War and it is 
wrong now. 

It is time that the free nations of the 
world take a stand against this trend 
and start demanding more from Mr. 
Putin and Russia’s leaders. 

f 

ARMY SPECIALIST ERVIN 
CARADINE, JR. 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
talk about a gentleman who was Army 
Specialist Ervin Caradine, Jr. 

Mr. Caradine would have been 36 
years old today if he had lived. He was 
from my hometown of Memphis, Ten-
nessee where we have lost nine vet-
erans. He joined the Army to provide a 
better life for his family. He had grad-
uated from Fairley High School and 
worked his way up to being a manager 
at the Steak-Out Restaurant in Mem-
phis. He had a wife and he had four 
children. 

Three years ago to this day, Army 
Specialist Ervin Caradine, Jr., died. He 
was in a convoy in Baghdad that was 
hit by an IED 3 years ago. Three days 
before his death, he called his wife and 

she said there was a change in his 
voice. He said, ‘‘It’s getting worse over 
here, it’s not getting better.’’ 

Since then, nearly 3,000 more soldiers 
have died. Army Specialist Ervin 
Caradine, Jr., said something 3 years 
and 3 days ago that is still true: It’s 
getting worse over here, it’s not better. 

Let’s not have more deaths. 
f 

CONTINUE TO TAKE THE FIELD 
(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, imagine 
my beloved St. Louis Cardinals were 
playing the much-despised Chicago 
Cubs. The Cardinals are up by five, fin-
ishing the top of the ninth. Is this a 
cause for celebration? Is this a cause 
for victory? No. 

Unbelievable as it may seem, the 
Cubbies score five runs in the bottom 
of the ninth to throw the game into 
extra innings. There, the score remains 
until 1 a.m., five innings later. How-
ever, at the top of the 15th, the Car-
dinals fail to field a batter. The entire 
team has left the stadium. It seems 
that they are more worried about next 
day’s 1 p.m. game at home than fin-
ishing the game at hand. 

Who wins? We know, it’s the team 
that stays on the field. Arbitrary dead-
lines and a date certain accept defeat 
before the conclusion of the contest. It 
is in our national security interest to 
continue to take the field and support 
a moderate Arab state. Leaving prior 
assures a loss for us and a victory for 
our opponents, which will lead to an-
other extremist Islamic state. 

f 

‘‘THE PRESIDENT CANNOT VETO 
REALITY’’ 

(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, the 
President can veto our plan for a safe 
and orderly phased redeployment from 
Iraq, but he cannot veto reality. Our 
troops are coming home, it’s just a 
question of how much blood and money 
will be spent before they do. 

If the President had listened to the 
generals, we would never have invaded 
Iraq in the first place. Each day of this 
unnecessary tragedy demonstrates the 
wisdom of General Schwarzkopf’s 
warning that we would become ‘‘like 
[a] dinosaur in a tar pit.’’ 

Had he listened to the generals, the 
President would have deployed enough 
troops to get the job done. But instead, 
he rejected the advice of General 
Shinseki, and allowed the violence to 
spiral, and unguarded weapon heaps be-
came IEDs. 

If the President had listened to the 
generals, he would now be redeploying 
our troops instead of sending more, in-
adequately protected, for longer, re-
peat tours of duty. 

Had the President listened to the 
generals, our veterans would be getting 

the quality care that they have earned 
and they deserve. 

But in this Administration, generals 
who disagree with the President earn a 
new title: Retired. 

f 

CONYERS-KIRK HATE CRIMES 
LEGISLATION 

(Mr. KIRK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of the Conyers-Kirk Local Law 
Enforcement Hate Crimes Prevention 
Act. We know that a hate crime can ig-
nite group-on-group violence that can 
completely overwhelm a small subur-
ban police department. 

In 2005, the FBI recorded 7,000 hate 
crimes in our country, 168 in the State 
of Illinois, and two in my congressional 
district, one in Wheeling and one in 
Palatine. 

For us, we remember a tragic night 
in 1999 when Benjamin Smith, a mem-
ber of a white supremacist group, 
gunned down the Northwestern Univer-
sity basketball coach in front of two 
kids. Why? Because he was black. 
Smith then continued his hunting 
spree, shooting Orthodox Jews coming 
home from synagogue, and spraying 
bullets at an Asian couple driving 
home in Northbrook. 

These were hate crimes, crimes de-
signed to tear a community apart, 
crimes designed to commit and isolate 
and stigmatize others because of the 
color of their skin or the religion they 
practice. 

I urge my colleagues to back the 
Hate Crimes bill. 

f 

b 1015 

FOUR YEARS AGO IT WAS MISSION 
ACCOMPLISHED BUT NOW IT’S 
THE NEVER-ENDING MISSION 

(Mr. SARBANES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday Congress sent the President an 
emergency supplemental bill that pro-
vides our soldiers and our veterans ev-
erything the President asked for and 
more. It was a bill supported by the 
American people, this Congress and 
military experts who believe it is time 
to change the course of the war in Iraq. 
The President’s response? A veto. 

The President’s action last night 
shows not only his stubbornness and 
his inability to work with others, it 
also demonstrates that he simply re-
fuses to change the status quo. 

The President refuses to give our 
troops, this Congress, or the American 
people any timelines as to when this 
war will end or under what conditions 
he would finally bring our troops home. 

Mr. Speaker, the President says that 
things are getting better in Iraq, but 
that’s simply not true. Last month was 
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one of the deadliest months for Amer-
ican troops in Iraq. One hundred four 
soldiers were killed. 

It’s time for a new course. It’s time 
for the President to sit down and work 
with this Congress so we can finally 
produce the change that will end this 
war. 

f 

PASS A CLEAN IRAQ EMERGENCY 
SUPPLEMENTAL 

(Mrs. BACHMANN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, last 
night the President did what he said he 
was going to do for weeks now. He ve-
toed the Democrat supplemental that 
was loaded with pork, tied the hands of 
our generals on the ground and pro-
vided the enemy with an ill-conceived 
exit strategy. 

As the President said last night, Mr. 
Speaker, ‘‘Congress passed a bill that 
substitutes the judgment of politicians 
for the judgment of our military com-
manders.’’ I couldn’t agree with him 
more, and that’s why I opposed this 
supplemental, and that’s exactly why 
he vetoed it. 

We must not, as a nation, be invested 
in defeat. Again, I repeat, we must not, 
as a nation, be invested in defeat. Uni-
lateral surrender may be the Demo-
crats’ plan, but it will not lead to a 
safer America. 

Now that the veto has taken place, it 
is simply unacceptable for the Demo-
crat leaders to delay any further the 
funding that our American troops de-
serve. Let’s pass a clean Iraq supple-
mental. 

f 

IRAQ TIMETABLE AND FUNDING 

(Mr. BRALEY of Iowa asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, 
even after losing 3,200 American lives 
and spending billions of taxpayer dol-
lars since declaring ‘‘Mission Accom-
plished’’ 4 years ago, the Bush adminis-
tration continues to demand an open- 
ended commitment of American troops 
in Iraq. Yesterday President Bush re-
fused to change the course when he ve-
toed a bill that was supported by Con-
gress, retired military generals and the 
American people. 

This Democratic Congress put forth a 
plan for a responsible end to the war 
consistent with our national security 
needs. 

Even Secretary of Defense Gates 
himself reiterated last month that con-
gressional debate was helpful. He deliv-
ered the message to the Iraqi Govern-
ment that the clock is ticking on U.S. 
operations there. President Bush’s veto 
yesterday lets the Iraqi Government 
off the hook and shows the President 
plans to keep our troops there indefi-
nitely. 

Mr. Speaker, the days of rubber- 
stamping the President’s war proposals 

are long over. The President is going to 
have to learn to work with the Demo-
cratic leadership on this Congress so 
that we can find a way out of Iraq soon, 
and so we can provide our troops with 
the resources they need. 

f 

IRAQI SURRENDER GROUP 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, now that the 
media sideshows and the press con-
ferences are over for the Iraqi Sur-
render Group, and the President vetoed 
the day of surrender bill yesterday, and 
properly so, Congress needs to get on 
about the business of funding our 
troops. Failure to fund our troops not 
only will affect our troops there, but it 
will affect the Iraqi security forces, the 
National Guard, and, of course, our Re-
serves. 

That first bill may have funded some 
of the troops, but it had the pork and 
beans provision, $26 billion for the 
shrimp industry, the peanut farmers 
and the spinach farmers. Eliminate 
that and eliminate the day of surrender 
provision in that bill. Have a clean bill 
to support our troops. No more com-
plaining. Send them the money they 
need. 

This reminds me of the same problem 
that General Stonewall Jackson had 
with the Confederate Congress when 
they were complaining about the war. 
He said, ‘‘Send more troops, not more 
questions.’’ 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

A REMEDY FOR CHAOS AND 
CONFUSION 

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, 
yesterday President Bush called the 
timetable a ‘‘prescription for chaos and 
confusion.’’ That timetable was a re-
sponsible road map out of Iraq. 

The President has caused chaos and 
confusion for 4 long years, replacing 
one general after another when the 
general disagrees with the policy. 

What has the President given us? 
He’s given us the largest deficit in his-
tory. He’s cut back from domestic pro-
grams to pay for this war. He’s weak-
ened our military. Eighty-eight per-
cent of the National Guard is not pre-
pared to go to war. The Army is 
strained to a breaking point. 

He’s neglected our own people, and he 
has destroyed Iraq’s economy, their so-
cial fabric. People are leaving Iraq, 
fleeing from the chaos the President 
has caused for 4 long years. 

We had a responsible road map. The 
President should have signed it. 

f 

WE HAVE A CHOICE 

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
yesterday the majority party sent a 
plan for failure in the war on terror to 
the President, and the President did 
the right thing. He sent it right back. 

It’s now time for Congress to pass a 
funding bill that supports our troops 
and doesn’t undermine their mission. 
The political maneuvering done by the 
majority over the last 21⁄2 months has 
done nothing, nothing, but delay the 
delivery of tools and resources to our 
troops in the field, while outlining a 
very specific and dangerous blueprint 
for defeat. 

Let’s stop wasting time. Let’s stop 
trying to rewrite the Constitution and 
the role of the Commander in Chief. 

We have a choice. The majority can 
continue to play these partisan games, 
or we can get down to work. We have 
that choice. The brave men and women 
in our Armed Forces do not. Let’s 
honor their sacrifice with leadership 
rather than political partisanship. The 
American people are watching, and so 
are our allies and our enemies around 
the world. We have a choice. 

f 

PRESIDENT BUSH’S FAILURES IN 
IRAQ AND THE NEED TO CHANGE 
THE DIRECTION OF THE WAR 

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, 4 years yes-
terday, President Bush sent a strong 
message to the American people, to our 
troops, and to the world, that our mis-
sion in Iraq was accomplished. Can you 
imagine that? 

Four years later it is clear that this 
was just one of the many miscalcula-
tions on Bush’s administration’s part. 
Over the past 4 years, we have lost 
more than 3,000 additional troops, tens 
of thousands more have been severely 
injured, and hundreds of billions of 
U.S. taxpayers’ dollars have been 
spent. Now a dangerous civil war is 
being waged with no end in sight. 

The American military did its job. 
Military experts agree that there is no 
military solution to the war in Iraq. 
That is why this Congress approved an 
emergency supplemental bill last week 
that sent a strong message to the Iraqi 
Government that this is the time to 
get their political house in order. 
American troops are not going to be 
there indefinitely. 

Mr. Speaker, President Bush was 
wrong 4 years ago. He’s wrong now as 
he vetoes this bill. It is time for the 
President to work with this Congress 
to come up with a plan to end this war. 

f 

AMERICA’S DEPENDENCE ON 
FOREIGN OIL 

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, one of 
the greatest national liabilities is our 
overwhelming dependence on Middle 
Eastern oil, and the men and women of 
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