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Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to recognize the
Pembroke Pines Charter School as we con-
sider H. Res. 344, a bill congratulating Charter
Schools.

Forty states and the District of Columbia
have charter schools, totaling nearly 4,000
schools nationally. Enrollment is approximately
one million students or about 2 percent of the
Nation’s elementary, middle and high school
enrollment. Over one-half of all charter
schools are in Florida, Arizona, California,
Ohio and Texas.

The City of Pembroke Pines Charter School
is the only city-sponsored charter school in
Florida. Madam Speaker, the Pembroke Pines
Charter School, located in my district, is com-
prised of seven schools ranging from K-12
grades with a total enrollment of nearly 5,400
students. The school is so successful that
there is a waiting list of 9,000 students desir-
ing to attend the Pembroke Pines Charter
Schools.

The Pembroke Pines Charter High School
has recently been rated as one of the top two
high schools in Broward County, with 93 per-
cent of all Pembroke Pines charter school high
school graduates attending college.

The Pembroke Pines Charter Schools were
among those nominated to the Center for Edu-
cation Reform to compete for the honor of
being named one of the top charter schools in
the Nation. Out of 4,000 charter schools na-
tionwide, 52 charter schools received this ac-
knowledgement of distinction.

Madam Speaker, two of these top charter
schools are part of the Pembroke Pines Char-
ter School System. Ms. Devarn Flowers, Prin-
cipal of the West Campuses, and other city
and school officials will attend a special rec-
ognition program at The Center for Education
Reform in Washington, DC on May 15, 2007
to receive the “top schools” recognition for
The Pembroke Pines Charter Schools.

| commend Ms. Devarn Flowers, the teach-
ers, the administrators and especially the stu-
dents of Pembroke Pines Charter Schools for
their hard work. On the occasion of National
Charter Schools week, | am enthusiastically
supporting this resolution.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
support H. Res. 344.

———

TRIBUTE TO COMMAND SERGEANT
MAJOR DOUGLAS M. GREENWAY

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 2, 2007

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor Command Sergeant Major
Douglas M. Greenway of Ft. Benning, GA.
The Command Sergeant Major for the U.S.
Army’s Infantry School, he will soon retire from
the Army after a long career of distinguished
service.
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CSM Greenway entered the Army in 1979,
completed Basic Training at Fort Knox, Ken-
tucky and Advanced Individual Training at Fort
Benning, GA. He graduated from Sergeants
Major Academy Class 50 and completed all
levels of the Non-Commissioned Officer Edu-
cational System, NCOES, including the Ser-
geants Major Academy and Command Ser-
geants Major Course.

CSM Greenway also has honorably and du-
tifully served his country in several posts, both
stateside and abroad, including Operation En-
during Freedom in Afghanistan and Operation
Just Cause in Panama.

Concurrent with his service, CSM Greenway
has been honored with numerous awards and
medals, most notably the Legion of Merit, the
Meritorious Service Medal, the Army Achieve-
ment Medal, the Ranger Tab, the Master
Parachutists Badge, and Drill Sergeants
Badge.

In addition to his many years of service,
honors, medals, and commendations from
countless colleagues, last month CSM Green-
way made history: he and his son, Brandon,
were the first father and son team to compete
in the Best Ranger Competition, a grueling
competition held every year at Fort Benning
that demands exceptional navigational skill,
great physical strength and a keen intellect.

Madam Speaker, at this time in our nation’s
history, we are in need of leaders, of individ-
uals who step forward and exemplify the con-
cept of “service above self.” We need more
people like Command Sergeant Major Douglas
M. Greenway.

It is an honor to recognize him here today.
| humbly thank him for his service and for his
contribution, not just to Fort Benning, but to
the United States of America.

——
RECOGNIZING TYLER JOSEPH
VANVACTER FOR  ACHIEVING

THE RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 2, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Tyler Joseph VanVacter, a
very special young man who has exemplified
the finest qualities of citizenship and leader-
ship by taking an active part in the Boy Scouts
of America, Troop 270, and in earning the
most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Tyler has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
years Tyler has been involved with scouting,
he has not only earned numerous merit
badges, but also the respect of his family,
peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Tyler Joseph VanVacter
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts
of America and for his efforts put forth in
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle
Scout.

E931

IN RECOGNITION OF WEST-
MINSTER PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH’S 150TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 2, 2007

Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate and recognize Westminster
Presbyterian Church of Sacramento on the
150th anniversary of their congregation’s
founding. Since Sacramento’s earliest days
Westminster Presbyterian has been a constant
force of spirituality and tolerance in our com-
munity. | ask all my colleagues to join me in
honoring the church and its congregation on
this historic occasion.

Founded on April 27, 1856, the Westminster
Presbyterian Church of Sacramento has been
a fixture in our community for a century and
half. Their first church service was held in a
hall at 6th and J Streets, marking the forma-
tion of the first Presbyterian congregation in
Sacramento.

Westminster Presbyterian held services at a
number of downtown locations before they
built and moved into its current historic home
on N Street, across from California’s State
capitol building in 1927.

Through their first 150 years, Westminster
Presbyterian Church and its members have
sought to be a diverse, welcoming, regional
congregation that is able to assist individuals
in transforming their spiritual insights into posi-
tive actions in our community.

For the past few years Westminster Pres-
byterian has extended a hand of prayer and
compassion to many in Sacramento’s diverse
communities. Under the leadership of Rev.
David Thompson, the church has been active
on a wide range of issues, from civil rights to
global warming. With its location across from
the State capitol, the congregation’s stance on
such issues has played a welcome role in
many of California’s policy debates.

On a personal note, my family and | will al-
ways be grateful to Rev. Thompson and the
church’s staff for opening their hearts and
doors to us after my husband, Bob Matsui,
passed away. The church was a gracious host
to his funeral and the hundreds of attendees
who mourned with us.

Madam Speaker, as the members of West-
minster Presbyterian Church in Sacramento
gather to celebrate the 150th anniversary of
their church’s founding, | am honored to pay
tribute to their historic church and enduring
faith. | ask all of my colleagues to join with me
in wishing the congregation and church’s lead-
ership continued success in serving all of us
in Sacramento.

SALUTING BETTY LOU REED
HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 2, 2007

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, | would like to
salute Betty Lou Reed from Deerfield, lllinois.
Betty has been a part of the community for
nearly fifty years, and has served at nearly
every level of government. Later this month,
she will move to Denver so she can be near
her daughter and grandchildren.
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